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Greetings my good friends,
Recently, Pope Francis called all the papal nuncios
(ambassadors) throughout the world to sit with him
at a meal in the Vatican gardens to discuss the
importance of seeking out good shepherds as bishops
for the church. He challenged them that when
seeking suitable priests to take up the office of the
bishop, it was imperative that those chosen were not
careerists, only interested in promotion within the
church hierarchy. The Pope is looking for good men
who are caring and loving pastors in their parishes,
who are humble, life giving, and approachable. When
I read this article, it gave me great joy because we
have all seen and witnessed some bishops, and even
priests, whose first priority is their career in the
church. It not only happens in the church but across
the entire scope of society. The church should be
seen as a place of transparency and openness; where
those who have been chosen to shepherd the flock of
God are truly shepherds in their hearts. Pope Francis
knows that careerism in the church is a sin and
corrupt. He wants bishops to know their flocks, not
from lofty thrones and in fine vestments, but in the
midst of the reality of their lives.
St. Paul’s message today challenges all of us, from
popes to ordinary people, that the only boast we
should have is the cross of Jesus Christ. This boast is
what makes us human. It links us to the cross on
which Jesus died and to the baptism we all
experienced when we embraced that blessing.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that great Sign of the
Cross we make on our bodies, symbolizes that we
embrace the Cross; the place of suffering, sacrifice,
and new life. So let that be our boast. This is what
Pope Francis wants of all those who shepherd the
flock of God, that their first priority is to boast of the
Cross of Christ. When we boast about this powerful
event, we boast of the passion, suffering, and death,
of the One who was sent into the world as our Savior,
as the One who would lead us into a new experience
of living and loving. Jesus Christ, through His cross of
suffering, paved the way to our own resurrection and
new life in Him.

In the Gospel today, Jesus sends out the seventytwo to all the towns and villages proclaiming the
Kingdom of God. They go out knowing that the
power of the Lord is upon them. They return
rejoicing because of all the wonderful things that
happened to them. This trust in the Lord is what
God wants of us. If our faith in Jesus is weak, then
we won’t have the opportunities or enlightenments
of the Holy in our lives because we lack that deep
faith.
Those seventy-two went out with passion and the
conviction that the power they possessed was not of
them, but of God. If we could only realize what
power there is in the Holy Eucharist that we receive
at every Mass! I know some people just go through
the motions not realizing how beautiful it is to
receive Him who died and saved us by the shedding
of His blood on the cross. The real presence of Jesus
Christ in the Holy Eucharist is what joins us in
communion with one another. It is what binds us
together as one community of faith in Jesus Christ.
The Eucharist is our life and should never be taken
for granted. Strong faith is only possible by receiving
this presence of God regularly. As Roman Catholics,
without it, we fail…
WE BOAST ABOUT EVERYTHING OTHER THAN GOD!
So, let us have the courage to be boasters of the
Cross of Christ in our midst. This will give us true
freedom to act and react for the good of all.
Enjoy your summer travels, but remember to attend
Mass while on vacation. If you need help finding a
Catholic Church, check: www.masstimes.org.
Parents, thank you for continuing to bring your
children to Mass. We are blessed by the presence of
so many babies, children, teens and young adults.
Thank you, elders, for your presence in our midst as
witnesses to a life of faith. Welcome to any visitors
this weekend, especially those of other faith
traditions, we are enriched by your presence.
In the love of Christ,
Fr. Gerard

California State Bill SB 360
The Bishops of California are urging Catholics to oppose
SB 360, a California Bill that seeks to force priests to
disclose information heard in the Sacrament of
Confession. We know that can never happen. Priests will
never disclose what they hear in confession.
We are asking all Catholics to tell your state Assembly
member that we oppose the government interfering in
our right to practice our faith. You are asked to sign a
letter opposing SB 360 unless it is amended.
Sign a letter opposing SB 360 at keeptheseal.com

Upcoming Events - Save the dates!
July 7 - 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time
July 20 - Our Lady of Guadalupe Committee Meeting at
1:30 PM in the Cafeteria
July 21 - Refuge Young Adult Community Dinner, 6:30 PM
August 14 - School New Parent Orientation, 6:00 PM
August 15 - Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Holy Day of Obligation
August 21 - First Day of School

Do you like to sing? Join Choir!
Do you like to sing? Are you curious to know what it's
like to sing in the choir at mass? If so, the OLR Choir will
be offering two chances to sing in the Summer Choir at
the 9:30 AM mass! This is a low-pressure way to
experience what it's like to sing in the choir during mass.
We'll meet at 9:10 AM up in the choir loft to review
some of the songs before mass. Give us a test drive, and
join us this summer on Sunday, July 14 (next Sunday!),
and Sunday, August 11. We hope to have you join us!
OLR just got an updated website!
Check it out at:

www.ourladyofrefuge.org
The updated website features a calendar,
information about various ministries
and the parish bulletin.
In the Gospel today we see how Jesus sent
his Apostles out two by two. In this spirit,
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul members
“go out two by two” to visit those who are
poor and needy in their homes. It is there,
in the family setting, that Vincentians listen, offer humble
advice, and render assistance. Know that the members of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul bring your gift directly to
the poor and suffering in our parish.

Religious Education Summer Day Camp
A big thank you to the 75 adult, young adult
and teen volunteers who helped out with
Summer Day Camp this year. It was a great
success! All the 100 campers had a great
time growing in faith.

Our Lady of Refuge School Applications
Looking for academic excellence in a
faith-filled environment? Applications for
the 2019-2020 school year for grades
TK-8th are now being accepted. OLR offers
before and after school care, hot lunch
program, extra-curricular activities, sports and a
nationally recognized STEM program. Come see what
makes OLR a great school in person, tours are available
by appointment. Questions please contact the school
ofﬁce at (562) 597-0819 or visit www.olrs.org.

Refuge Young Adults
Thank you to all the young adults who joined us for our
summer kick off event last Sunday. It was exciting to see
such a great turnout. If you are a young adult or know a
young adult looking to be a part of a community we
encourage you to contact us at refugeyam@gmail.com,
check out our website www.refugeyam.org or find us on
Facebook. We will gather for a Young Adult Community
Dinner on Sunday, July 21 after the 5:30 PM Mass. All
young adults ages 18-39 are welcome, come as you are
and who you are! We appreciate the continued support
of the parish community. Please join us in praying for all
our young adults at OLR, and the growth of our ministry.
Peace, Natalie Hernandez & Katie Johns

Student Corner - STEM Camp
It was with great joy that I participated as a counselor for
OLR’s first summer STEM Camp. All the students had a blast
working on their science, technology, engineering and
math. I was a little surprised to see the students so eager to
do math. I was very impressed by their ambition and
creativeness when it came to working on their projects. In
the Arctic Science Laboratory ran by Ms. Johns, students
created a toboggan slide for penguins, designed sleeping
bags, and sail cars. Next door in the Makerspace with Mrs.
Sweeney, students brainstormed, designed, constructed
and tested their own miniature golf hole. STEM camp has
been a lot of fun for all! -Raschele, 9th Grade

How many times, in prayer, do we limit
ourselves to asking for gifts and listing
requests, forgetting that the first thing we
should do is praise God’s name, adore Him,
and then go on to acknowledge His living
image in our brothers and sisters.

Mass Intentions
Sunday, July 7
8:00 am John Russell (INT)
9:30 am Leo & Lucy Duke (RIP)
Daniel Flores (RIP)
11:30 am OLR Parishioners
5:30 pm Deacon Roger Faubert (INT)
Monday, July 8
8:00 am Phil & Jo Monaghan
Tuesday, July 9 - St. Augustine Zhao Rong

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish who are
sick and cannot be here with
us today and their relatives.

Polyana Carneiro,
Raymundo Gomes
Carneiro, Charlyn
DeCoudres, Robert
DeCoudres, Andrea Diego,
Virginia Ellis, Deacon
and Companions
Roger Faubert, Marie Fox,
8:00 am Leo Hicken (RIP)
Diane Halal, John King,
Wednesday, July 10
Larry Larocco, Edna Lia,
8:00 am Deceased Members of the Veroníca Lomeli, Brenda
Dang Family
Meicht, Rodney Meyer,
Thursday, July 11 - St. Benedict, Abbot
Lupe Montalvo, Diana
Mortensen, Dick Nuttall,
9:00 am Bryan Cutkomp (RIP)
Ruth Nuttall, Daisy
Friday, July 12 - St. Louis and St. Marie
Ordoveza, Juliana Quickel,
Zelie Martin
8:00 am Olet Diego (INT)
John Russell, Cathryn
Smyth, Marco Solano,
Saturday, July 13 - St. Henry
8:00 am Br. Rafael Solorio, OMV (INT) L. Tanguay, Scott & Lauren
Williamson
5:30 pm Poor Souls in Purgatory
Mass Intentions may be
requested by calling the
church office at
(562)498-6641.

Priest Schedule
July 7

July 14

July 21

5:30 pm Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 am

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

9:30 am

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

11:30 am

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

5:30 pm

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for July 2019
The Integrity of Justice - That those who
administer justice may work with integrity,
and that the injustice which prevails in the
world may not have the last word.

Join fellow young adults as we grow in faith and community!
We would love to see you at an our next gathering!
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com
Please submit all bulletin announcements by
4:00 PM on Mondays to olrbulletin@gmail.com

eGiving with Faith Direct
Many of you are aware and take advantage of the convenience
of electronic giving to our parish and we are grateful for that.
We believe it is time to upgrade to a more streamlined online
provider for our eGiving needs through Faith Direct. For those
of you who have yet to join us in giving online, I strongly
encourage you to do so. Here’s why: Faith Direct enables
parishioners to make your Church contributions through either
direct debit from your checking/savings account or through
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or searching for
envelopes on the way out the door. Now you can apply the
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings in much the
same way as you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or
tuition payments. Faith Direct also offers you personalized
offertory cards to replace your envelopes for the collection
basket. Please join me in enrolling by responding to the mailing
you will receive or visit faith.direct/CA966 to enroll securely.
Our parish continues kicking off this new eGiving program
called Faith Direct for Our Lady of Refuge. As your shepherd, I
encourage you to please consider signing up and help us make
our parish financially strong again. In peace, Fr Gerard

