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It is a busy time of the year and many activities happening in our schools. Over
this past month, the annual budget was approved for the 2018-19 academic year. After
several years of reductions in staffing, we are finally at a point that we are able to replace
some of the staff that have been reduced. Since we needed additional staffing at the
elementary level, this is great news. Along with the increase in staffing, the budget does
included enhancements in technology, facilities, as well as safety and security. The
district was also able to add a bus and a van to our transportation fleet. All of this was
accomplished while keeping the budget within cap.
With winter behind us, we have also finished with any changes to the school
calendar. Because we were able to alter the calendar during the school year, we will still
have our high school graduation on Monday, June 18th and our middle school promotion
on Tuesday, June 19th. With summer being right around the corner, there will be many
activities happening in all of our schools before these culminating events. Please
regularly check your child’s school website for the most updated information. There will
be one more newsletter for this school year around graduation time and then we will
begin again in September.
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Family Science Night April 18, 2018
On Wednesday, April 18th, our Family Science Night was held as part of the 2017-2018 Family Learning Series. Almost
200 eager students, parents, and family members gathered at the Peter Muschal School to participate in our science night.
Everyone began their evening with a brief presentation of the newly
adopted Full Option Science System (FOSS) before heading off to
grade level activities with our teachers. During the presentation
families received a brief overview of the selection process for our
science program as well as some of the ways that FOSS encourages
students to do some higher-level thinking through investigation of
phenomena, hands-on inquiries, and the use of note books to record
data, plan experiments, make hypotheses and draw conclusions.
Our teachers looked through the various investigations at each grade level and planned activities they felt would give
families an idea of what happens in their child’s science classroom. Kindergarten families
constructed a windsock and observed how it
responded to air moving through it. This inquiry
is part of an on-going weather investigation in the
kindergarten unit. First grade families used a
“spoon going” to explain the phenomenon of
sound traveling from a source to its receiver.
Second grade families investigated how solids
behave when the pieces are small through the “Bits and Pieces” investigation. Third grade
families investigated the surface tension of water and looked at how water domes reacted
to a slope. Fourth grade families constructed a switch and motor before testing out
materials that could complete the circuit they made. Fifth grade families observed
the characteristics of different mixtures and then learned about the properties of a
special mixture called a “solution”.
Families came back together for one final “make and Take” science activity paired
with light refreshments. Overall, from the feedback received that evening and in our
follow up survey, the families who attended
had a great time investigating science
together and learning more about how our students are engaging in their science
classrooms through “hands-on, minds-on” investigations.

Special Services
Ms. Vanessa Bekarciak, Director
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MENTAL HEALTH MONTH
Changing the Narrative
Diana McNeil, Psy.D.
The month of May is known as Mental Health Month. This is usually the time we focus on the fact
that we do not have enough funding to provide the needed resources within our communities to treat
those who are suffering from the impact of a mental illness. We know that poor mental health
impacts adults and children in many of the same ways resulting in homelessness, victimization, lack
of support systems, legal problems, substance use/abuse, and possible physical health problems.
We also know that those falling within the lower socio-economic demographic have fewer access to
healthcare resources.
According to the Center for Disease Control, in 2015, 17.1 million children under the age of 18 “have
or have had a diagnosable psychiatric disorder.” Of those disorders, anxiety, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, depression, bi-polar disorder, and eating disorders were diagnosed in children
and adolescents over any other disorder. Additionally, 2.6% of children between the ages of seven
and twelve were diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder during the same time period. These
diagnoses have proven to have a direct and significant impact on a plethora of issues affecting
children and adolescents. These include student attendance, academic progress and achievement,
social skills development, emotional and cognitive development, and on their overall sense of selfconfidence and competence.
While this seems to be all gloom and doom, it isn’t. Much is being done to change the narrative.
Strides have been made to bring mental health out of the shadows into a space where it is now
being addressed openly. We are now talking about the impact of poor mental health within homes,
the workplace, schools and other venues that were once considered sanctuaries of safety. Many
are now seeking help without feeling shame or fear of being labeled. Many school districts are now
engaged in collaborative efforts with community mental health and other organizations to provide
mental health services on school sites embracing a “one stop shopping” model of education and
intervention. These collaborations allow for mental health issues to be addressed early on with the
hope being, the earlier mental health issues are identified and intervened upon, the better the
outcomes will be. While there is still so much more to be accomplished, remember that small,
incremental steps are better than no steps at all.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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Bordentown Regional High School
Bordentown Regional High School Vocal Solo Night
Congratulations to all of our BRHS vocalists that performed in our Vocal Solo Night on May 2 nd. Also, a special
congratulations to Mrs. LaMarra and a HUGE thank you for all of your years of dedication and hard work. The students
and staff at BRHS wish you luck in retirement and appreciate all you’ve done.

Teacher Appreciation/Nurse Appreciation Week
Thank you to all of our wonderful teachers here at BRHS! May 7-11th is Teacher Appreciation Week. Please take a minute
to thank our teachers and show your appreciation for their dedication to our students. We would also like to recognize our
fantastic nurse, Mrs. Redler who takes care of our students every day! Thank you to both our teachers and our school
nurse.

Bordentown Regional High School’s Spring Instrumental Concert
Please join our instrumental students for their last concert of the school year on May 17th at 7:30 pm in our BRHS PAC
center. Mr. Montalto and Mr. Viera have worked tirelessly with our instrumental students this year and would love for you
join us to celebrate their musical accomplishments.

BRHS First Annual Principal’s Tea
On Thursday, May 10, 2018, 59 students were recognized at a Principal’s Tea in the Library for achieving the Honor Roll of
Distinction Status for Marking Periods 1, 2, and 3. The students were given personalized invitations to this event. The
library was decorated with a Spring theme and a “Congratulations” banner with messages of encouragement from the staff
was displayed. The menu consisted of finger foods, a candy bar, and homemade baked goods. The students were given
a certificate to commemorate this occasion and a stack of On Point tickets.

BRHS Student of the Month
Congratulations to following students that were selected as the BRHS students of the month for April:
Freshman: Hailey Cope
Sophomore: Aashna Patel
Junior: Brendon Weiskott
Senior: Matt Magowan

T.A.S.K- Trenton Area Soup Kitchen PB&J
The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen runs a satellite branch at Trinity United Methodist Church in the city. They have asked
Bordentown's students to help make 150 PB&J sandwiches every Tuesday until the end of the school year. BRHS and
BRMS will be alternating Tuesdays in order to help with this project. There will be NHS, On Point and Teens on Fire
students helping us as well.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES MAY 2018
Members of four service oriented groups, Team FAD, Impact
Club, Student Council and the Girls Leadership Club, here at
BRMS recently participated in an after school community service
based activity. Trinity's Table, a joint outreach between TASK
(Trenton Area Soup Kitchen), MMAH (Mercer County Muslims
Against Hunger) and Trinity United Methodist Church, which
provides food and outreach services to the underserved in our
area, requested assistance in their weekly task of feeding the
hungry. In addition to the hot meals served Tuesday nights, they
needed 'people' power to make peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches to be included in the deliveries for lunches the next
day. Approximately 25 students and 6 staff members gathered
after school to make and bag sandwiches for Tuesday's delivery.
Approximately 150 sandwiches were put together for next day
delivery! BRMS is extremely proud of these students who
sacrificed their time to help make the day a little brighter for
those in need!!
Each year IMPACT Club students undertake a beautification
project for our school. Past endeavors include a RAPS mural
and another featuring the history of Bordentown. This year our
focus is a renovation project to enhance our outdoor classroom
space by adding a memorial rock garden, pergola and new
stone. The memorial stones will serve as a tribute to beloved
family members or pets who have died and ties in our
counseling program. School counselors often work with students
who have experienced a loss. This will serve as a resource in
helping students process their grief by painting a stone to be
placed in our school’s memorial garden. As our garden grows
these beautiful, colorful stones will enhance the visual appeal of
this space in a meaningful way.
Congratulations to our March Students
of the Month:
Pictured from Left to Right Clockwise are:
6th Grade- Andrew DeCosta
7th Grade- Jose Landaverde
ELKS- Emily Vaneekhoven
8th Grade- Nate Proccacino

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
MIS Spring Concert! Congratulations to all our students on their wonderful performance. Thank you to our amazing
music department Mrs. Glitz, Ms. McIlvaine and Mr. Vieira. We are so proud of the arts in Bordentown. Our students
really shine!

STEM NIGHT was a HIT!! Congratulations to all our MIS students that participated in presenting their projects from the
STEM club. Thank you to the CDA and High School Technology Club for starting a great tradition for Bordentown
families to experience.

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Clara Barton School May News
This year's CBS Field Day will be Wednesday June 6, from 12:30-3:00, on the annex field behind the
school. Our theme this year is, Retro Games. With this, students in grades Kindergarten through Third grade will
participate in traditional games played by students in the past. We look forward to a great Field Day that all teachers,
volunteers, and students will enjoy!
May 7-11 is Teacher Appreciation Week. Clara Barton School is filled with dedicated teachers and staff who work diligently
to ensure your student has an outstanding experience. If you have a moment, pen a note to a teacher at CBS telling them
why your child grew while in their classroom – it will have significant meaning to each of them.
2018 Kindergarten Registration
Dear Parents of Incoming Kindergarten Students: Our online registration system is now open. Please go the Clara Barton
Website to access InfoSnap and complete the registration form. Please contact us at 298-0676 x3102 with any questions.
Thank you! Kindergarten Screening is Friday May 25.
Reminder! Students have early dismissal (12:40) on Friday May 25 and Tuesday May 29 for teacher in-service. The CHILD
program will run on both days. There is no school on Monday May 28 in observance of Memorial Day.
Where am I going to school next year?
All families will be informed with a letter before the Memorial Day weekend formally announcing their
schools for 2018-2019. The current plan is that the neighborhoods on the east side of Route 206
will attend grades kindergarten through five at Peter Muschal School with principal Geibel. For the neighborhoods on the
west side of Route 206 plus the neighborhood of Holloway Meadows, those students will attend Clara Barton (kindergarten
through 2nd grade), with principal Kenny and then go to MacFarland, with principal Riether, for grades three through five.
There will be some specialty programs such as Pre-School (Pre-K), Autism, and MD that could be assigned to either campus
depending on enrollment.
City Campus: CBS K-2, MIS 3-5 East of 206 & Holloway:
Bordentown City Bradford River Gate Crystal Lake Fieldsboro Holloway Meadows Meadow Run Pointe Breeze Sylvan
Glen/Bywater
Township Campus: PMES K-5, District Pre-K West of 206:
Borden’s Crossing/Groveville Bossert’s Clifton Mills Georgetown/Williamsburg/Bordenshire Hill Top Southgate Tree Streets
Wellington Woods

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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Peter Muschal Elementary School News
Therapy Pet Visit at Peter Muschal School
Peter Muschal School was recently able to partner with Therapy Pets Unlimited, an organization that trains dogs to
work in settings such as schools, hospitals, and nursing homes. These highly trained pets provide companionship,
entertainment, and stress relief as they interact with the people they visit in each environment. Recently the preschool
classes at Peter Muschal had the opportunity to meet Romeo. Romeo is a Shetland sheepdog that has been trained
and certified as a therapy dog. Romeo's handler, Amy, visited the preschool classes at PMES allowing students to
greet him, and perform some amazing tricks, which delighted both students and staff members. It was obvious that
Romeo enjoyed visiting with our smallest learners, and they really enjoyed getting to know him as well. Everyone is
looking forward to our next visit with Romeo, and we hope to continue expanding this program to serve even more
students at the K-5 level.

School Nurse Appreciation Day
Collectively, our six Bordentown Regional School District nurses bring to our community a combined total of 142 years
of experience in nursing (68 total years in school nursing) with backgrounds in areas of Medical/Surgical, Discharge
Planning, Community Home Health/Education, Critical Care, Intensive Care, Telemetry, Cardiac-Thoracic Intensive
Care, Operating Room, Urology, Pediatrics, and Trauma.
This unique skill set enables us to care for the BRSD students with
the utmost care, expertise, and professionalism.
As we join the nation in celebrating National School Nurse Day, we
want to share our excitement and passion for what we do and how
rewarding it is to not only work with great administrators, faculty, and
staff, but also to care for and serve the awesome students of the
Bordentown Regional School District.
With pride and dedication,
Traci Redler, Patricia Lee, Donna Glover, Lisa Curry, Linda Eaton
and Erica Grilletto

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
May 2 – Board of Education Meeting
May 9 – Board of Education Meeting
May 25 – Student in for a ½ Day Session (snow make-up)
May 28 – Memorial Day Observed – SCHOOL CLOSED
May 29 – Calendar change – K-5 Half Day

Next Month
June 13 – Board of Education Meeting
June 18 – BRHS Graduation
June 19 – 8th Grade Promotion
June 19 – Last day for Students

Let us be bold. Let us be brave.
Let us be together.
Brad Henry

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

