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Francis Case Students showing Patriot
Pride during the Freedom Walk.

Remembering 9/11
On September 11th, all Douglas students and staff
district wide had the honor of attending the
Freedom Walk. As a Douglas Family, we come
together and gather at the Douglas High School
track. We take a lap around the track in honor of
all those heroes who’ve fought for our freedom to
honor the innocent who’ve sacrificed their lives for
our freedom and to honor, all those who continue
to protect our freedom. This event is an honor for
all who attend. It reminds us to be proud to be an
American. We were able to hear Col. Eric Hresko
speak to us about the meaning of patriotism. He
told us how 9/11 not only changed our lives forever
but it also changed the course of our nation. We
came together and stood as one. We concluded
this day with singing God Bless the USA! We are
proud to be Americans!

Carrousel students enjoyed meeting Smokey
and Sparky during the Fire Prevention Program
presented by EAFB Fire Fighters and Box Elder
Volunteer Fire Fighters.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
CHILD CARE OPENINGS
Currently, there are limited openings in the
Douglas School District Before and After Care
until 4pm at Badger Clark and Francis Case (both
schools are grades K-3). We also have openings
for the After Care until 4pm and 5pm programs
at Vandenberg Elementary. (Grades 4-5).
The BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM is
licensed by the South Dakota Department of
Social Services and is designed for children in
kindergarten-fifth grade. Currently, Badger Clark
students attend the program in the Carrousel
School; Francis Case students attend the program
in the Francis Case School; and fourth and fifth
grade students attend the program at
Vandenberg. A snack is served after school and
various activities are provided under the
supervision of a qualified site coordinator.
The Before Care program is open from 7am
until school starts Monday through Friday and
follows the school calendar. Cost is $60.00 per
month. The After Care until 4pm program starts
at dismissal and runs until 4pm Monday through
Friday and follows the school calendar. Cost is
$70.00 per month. After Care until 5pm costs
$140.00 per month.
Please contact the Carrousel office at 605-9230090 for more information or to enroll your child.
Vacancies are filled on a first come, first served
basis.

Patriot Elementary School participated
in the Freedom Walk in remembrance
of September 11th. The students at
Patriot Elementary -Badger Clark
came together as a community with
Kindergarteners and 2nd graders
walking together and 1st and 3rd
graders walking with each other
during the event.

On Friday, September 14th the Badger Clark wing celebrated
International Dot Day which is inspired by Peter Reynolds book The
Dot. This book has a clear message about not being afraid to
attempt something new, and how with encouragement from others,
you can be brave enough to try. Each child made their own dot and
this is the finished mural.

Welcome Patriot Elementary - Francis Case Wing
New Staff for the 2018-19 School Year!

Shanna Harris –
Lunchroom

Jackie Jessop –
Computer

Angel DeBardeleben –
Sped Aide

Kayla Resick –
1st Grade

Lucas Jastorff –
1st Grade

Jill Dierkhising Title Aide

Tana Clark –
1st Grade

Denise Stiles –
Special Education Teacher

Olivia Condon –
Kindergarten

The Kiwanis Club of Box Elder Patriots are preparing for their FIRST Dictionary Project whereby every Third
Grade Student will receive their very own Dictionary to keep!
We are going to help you with Holiday gift shopping through Pampered Chef! Check out all the products
available and place your order at our Open House. Up to 15 percent of the total proceeds will go towards the
project! Do you want to have a party too? Booking a show at our event will also raise $3.00 per booking!
Box Elder Event Center, 420 Villa Drive, Box Elder SD, Saturday, November 17, 2018 — 2 - 4 PM
Any questions? Please contact Kathy Monington at:kiwanis@midco.net or visit our Facebook link for more
details.
https://pamperedchef.com/party/besdpatriots112018

One of the many ways Vandenberg Staff
welcomes students at the beginning of the
school year.

Vandenberg welcomes Officer Grass and is
honored that he has joined the Vandenberg
Team. Vandenberg Staff member Stacy
Cookie made the “Thin Blue Line” flag
pictured as a gift on behalf of Vandenberg
Staff.
The "Thin Blue Line" stands for law
enforcement's separation of order from chaos,
or, as Oxford Dictionaries describes, it's a
reference to police, "in the context of
maintaining order during unrest." ... The thin
blue line flag stands for the sacrifice law
enforcement officers of this nation make each
day.

Assessments? Tests? Why all the tests and assessments?
Does it seem like your child is taking lots of tests? Are all these assessments necessary? Right
now, it does seem like we are spending a lot of time evaluating your child’s skills.
What do 4th graders think of all these assessments? Brylee says, “They do this so they can know
what you know and teach you about the things you don’t know.”
Kaiya asserts, “If you get it wrong, the teachers mark it and you both figure out what’s wrong.”
Gavin says, “The reason is so the teachers can tell what we need to work on and we’re not stuck in
the same position.”
John points out, “At the end of the year, they show how much better you got from that year.”
Sadie added, “Teachers give lots of reading tests so they can see what level you are and I like it
because if you mess up, the teacher won’t laugh at you!”
Xavier explained, “When I test, I feel confident because they do it to get us better.”
This time of year we are finding a baseline. That baseline helps teachers to monitor progress and
see growth throughout the coming months. It helps teachers plan lessons and organize skills groups
or to build customized learning plans.
Teachers start with those baseline assessments at the beginning of the year and then administer
regular ongoing assessments aligned to the content standards to be sure each student is working
toward grade level learning goals. Sometimes that requires a simple quick response, and sometimes a
more comprehensive demonstration of skills that takes a longer time. We are working to determine
your child’s strengths. We want to build on their unique abilities and fine-tune the skills-based
instruction at Vandenberg to meet each student’s specific needs.
Parents can see evidence of their child’s progress on the standardized report card. If you have
questions about your child’s assessments, learning benchmarks, and growth, be sure to visit with the
teacher at fall conferences.

The Pledge of Allegiance from 4th grade
When is the last time you really thought about the Pledge of Allegiance as you recited it? In Room
183, the class studied and discussed the more difficult words we say every day. After a couple of
weeks, the students were asked to write, in their own words, what the true meaning was behind the
vocabulary. Read what one student came up with and I am sure you will be more aware of the depth
of this patriotic declaration the next time you say it.

Douglas School District would like to welcome its newest Technology Coordinator,
Lane Johnson. Although a Rapid City local, until recently, Lane has been far from
home carrying out the missions of the United States Coast Guard since 1990.
Lane’s last 14 years in the Coast Guard focused on technology delivery for its 40
thousand plus workforce. Most recently, the then Captain Johnson’s final tour of
duty was as Chief Technology Officer to the Coast Guard Pacific Area Command
providing dependable technology solutions to over 10,000 employees and
weapons systems to all Coast Guard vessels and aircraft in the Pacific Theater.
Prior to that Captain Johnson served as Deputy Director to the Technology
Support Directorate at U.S. Cyber Command, a joint military service unit involved
in developing Department of Defense’s newest war fighting domain, cyber
space. As Commanding Officer to the Electronic Systems and Support Unit in Kodiak, Commander Johnson
diligently served as the Coast Guard’s Technology Service Center representative to District 17 Commander
and all Alaska Commands: responsible for operational readiness and leadership in all matters relating to
command, control, communication, and information systems in support of 4,000 employees.
Lane holds a Master of Science in Information Systems degree from Hawaii Pacific University, and a BS in
Applied Science from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy out of New London, CT.
On Lane’s time off he enjoys scuba, gardening, cycling, and various performing arts, and outdoor activities
with his family. He also really enjoys his involvement with youth competitive swimming where he serve’s as
President to his kids’ swim organization.

Eighth Grade
Student Library
Aides

Morgan Sandal is in front of his bulletin board featuring
the “Thrones and Bones” series by Lou Anders.
Morgan’s favorite book is “Frostborn”. He is destined to
take over the family farm in Norrøngard. His only
problem? He’d rather be playing the board game
Thrones and Bones. Enter Thianna. Half human, half
frost giantess. She’s too tall to blend in with other
humans but too short to be taken seriously as a giant.
When family intrigues force Karn and Thianna to flee
into the wilderness, they have to keep their sense of
humor and their wits about them. But survival can be
challenging when you’re being chased by a 1,500-yearold dragon, Helltoppr the undead warrior and his undead
minions, an evil uncle, wyverns, and an assortment of
trolls and giants. Morgan enjoys reading Fantasy books
and Fantasy series. If you are looking for a good Fantasy
series to read, come to the DMS Library and just ask
Morgan for his 5 star Fantasy series books.

Alisha Hall is featuring the “Belles” series by Jen
Calonita. The book focuses on fifteen-year-old Isabelle
Scott who loves her life by the boardwalk on the supposed
wrong side of the tracks in North Carolina. But when
tragedy strikes, a social worker sends her to live with a
long-lost uncle and his preppy privileged family. Isabelle
is taken away from everything she's ever known, and,
unfortunately, inserting her into the glamorous lifestyle of
Emerald Cove doesn't go so well. Her cousin Mirabelle
Monroe isn't thrilled to share her life with an outsider, and,
in addition to dealing with all the rumors and backstabbing
that lurk beneath their classmates' Southern charm, a secret
is unfolding that will change both girls' lives
forever. Alisha enjoys reading a variety of different genres
but this romance series is one of her favorites. Come to the
DMS Library to check out see what Alisha will
recommend for you to read.

Zoe Kirkland stands proudly by her bulletin board featuring “The Big Nate”
series by Pierce Lincoln. “The Big Nate” series focuses on Nate who knows
he's meant for REALLY big things. But life doesn't always go your way just
because you're awesome. Trouble always seems to find him, but Nate keeps his
cool no matter what. He knows he's great. A fortune cookie told him so. For
fans of the hilarious Diary of a Wimpy Kid series: Here comes BIG NATE,
accidental mischief maker and definitely NOT the teacher's pet. Zoe likes this
series because she can relate to Nate and she thinks a lot of middle school
students can too. Come to the DMS Library and check out “The Big Nate
series;” available in two formats: graphic novel and fiction.
Sophie Ackerson presents her bulletin board featuring “Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children” by Ransom Riggs: A mysterious island. An
abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very curious photographs. It all
waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an
unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading
experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old
Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he
discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar
Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it
becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have
been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for
good reason. And somehow-impossible though it seems-they may still be
alive. A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage photography,
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and
anyone who relishes an adventure in the shadows. This series is available in
two formats: graphic novel and fiction. It was also made into a movie; read
the book, then watch the movie!

At Douglas Middle School, Mr.
Seefeldt’s 6th grade science class use
library resources for a STEM bridge
building assignment. “I love that all
of the resources are found in one
place, our school library,” said Mr.
Greg Seefeldt. “My students were
asked to design their own bridge that
would be supportive and efficient;
students will later bring actual
structures to life,” said Seefeldt.
Students were able to use technology
such as computers, iPads, white
board tables – as blank canvas, books
to references and the LEGO wall to
construct their STEM based projects.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH
6th grade Math students work on mastery challenges using the
Douglas Middle School Library white board tables. “The library
provides a diverse environment for the students. The white board
tables allow for team building exercises and the students enjoy the
change in classroom setting” said Miss Sherwood a 6th grade math
teacher at Douglas Middle School.

Students at the Middle School were asked about their math
experiences in the library. 6th grader Larry Bonham answered;
“I like that I can show my work and if I have an error or do not
understand, my classmates can see my work and help me make
changes right there on the whiteboard table.”

6th grader Krystal Hall said, “I like that my teacher can see
where I may need to make changes or adjust my work and
I enjoy the calm environment the library provides.”

We were thankful and very appreciative to have
the staff from Antelope Ridge come help and
support a couple projects which will continue to
ensure the safety of the children in the Douglas
School District.

SOUTH DAKOTA ALL-STATE CHORUS & ORCHESTRA
Congratulations to the high school vocalists who will represent Douglas at this year's
All State Chorus: Gulietta McDaniel, Jayden Palmer, Sierra Young, Alden Grinnell,
Maarin Waltman, Blake Stanley, Briauna Bell, EJ Hallam, Mackenzie Rosato, Ethan
Roberts, Johanna Auriemma, Anthony Herrera, Tierra Flesner, Garrett Geffre, Drew
Durand and Skyler Archer. The concert will be at 7 pm on Saturday, October 27th at
the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center. Tickets are available through the civic center box
office or at Got Mine.

Seated L to R: Shaylee Blasius, Marissa Marquez, Princess Britney Peel,
Queen Aleigha Pitts, Princess Taylor Luthy, Princess Emilee Stukerjurgen,
Trinity Kistler
Standing L to R: Nathan Brooks, Cole Bear Ribs, Prince Jace Canaan,
Prince Aidan Custer, King Ethan Cookie, Prince Logan Garr, Caleb Cookie,
Austin Hayes

Introducing the Military Family Life Counselor-Child Youth Behavioral School,
Sherri Thompson.
Miss Thompson is a Licensed Professional Counselor, offered as an extra resource by the
Department of Defense to support military families stationed at Ellsworth Air Force Base in
the Douglas School District.
Her mission as an MFLC-CYBS is to provide brief, solution-focused, non-medical
counseling to active military and their families. No records are kept, no fees are assigned, and
strict confidentiality is maintained, with the exception of potential harm to self or others,
criminal intent, or cases of abuse.
Military lifestyle concerns may include, but are not limited to, the many changes in residences and schools,
parenting concerns, marital counseling, divorce, relationship and bullying issues, grief and loss, with a
primary focus on deployment related stressors. The MFLC-CYBS counselor may assist with communication,
self-esteem, resolving conflicts, dealing with feelings, family relationships and more.
MFLC-CYB School counselors are available to augment and support existing services, and are able to offer
support as a “walk-around counselor” whenever an extra hand is needed. This could be in the classroom,
lunchroom, recess, on the bus, during field trips, or any other area of higher stress. This need is typically
expressed by a referral or invitation from a teacher/counselor or parent. MFLC’s are not included in staff
ratios, and must always remain within eyesight of staff members. Individual counseling is available at flexible
appointment times for children and/or family members, with written consent. Miss Thompson is open to
spending time in the classroom observing, supporting, offering behavioral redirection, role modeling,
academic encouragement, providing extra attention, or in meeting with you to discuss your child’s needs.
Sherri is thrilled to be an asset to this district, and looks forward to building relationships with students, family
members and staff. She holds a current teaching certificate in elementary education, with emphases on early
childhood, special education and psychology. Her masters is in Counseling and Human Resource
Development, and she holds a South Dakota professional counseling license. Although she has worked in a
variety of mental health agencies, Miss Thompson claims that her best experiences were gained by raising 3
children and being blessed with 9 grandchildren and dozens of amazing nieces and nephews!
She can be reached directly on her work cell phone (605) 389-7005, as well as through email
Sherri.thompson@12.sd.us. She has an office in Vandenberg Elementary school, room 158, with a phone
number of 923-0060 ext 1027. She welcomes all visits and referrals!

November 5
November 8
November 9
November 12
November 13
Nov 21—23
November 26
December 10
Dec 24—Jan 7

Conferences
Conferences
No School
Holiday (No School)
Board Meeting
Holiday (No School)
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
No School

COOKIE DOUGH DELIVERY
Thank you to everyone who bought cookie dough during
our Eileen's Cookies fundraiser! Dough will be delivered
to the high school music room on
Thursday, November 15th. Everyone who made sales MUST pick up
their dough immediately after
school on that day!!!

Student to Student (S2S)/Junior Student to
Student Mentor (jS2S) Programs
You may have seen students and leaders in purple shirts around the halls of the schools during new
student orientation and open houses. They are representatives of a program called Student2Student
(S2S), a mentor training program sponsored by the Military Child Education Coalition. S2S and
junior S2S is a student led and faculty advised program tasked with the mission to take care of new
students as they transition from school to school. S2S mentors are trained to show new students
their campus and community, provide fun ways to get to know other students, and encourage
students to perform better in school. Although it is sponsored by the military, the program involves
and reaches out to civilian as well as military students.
S2S and jS2S is founded on the core values that include Leadership, Academics, Service, Finding the
Way, and Relationships. 100% ACCEPTANCE is the key goal, with respect for all, leadership for all
and service for all.
This previous spring, Douglas High School and Douglas Middle School each sent a team consisting
of 6 students and 2 faculty leaders to gather with others to attend a two day S2S and jS2S mentor
training that was funded by a grant. Counselors and principals were also invited to support their
students. The students were chosen by staff recommendation, leadership abilities, and willingness
to volunteer. Ellsworth Air Force Base sponsored the event, due to the diligence of Brandy Wyatt,
the director of the Airman Family Readiness Center.
The Military Child Education Coalition trainers brought enthusiasm, direction, individualized
leadership and encouragement to the student teams and their leaders. They provided tools to send
back to their respective schools, and the newly energized leaders were given the assignment to go
and impact new students in the fall.
Taking their assignment seriously, the DHS team consisting of leaders Elke Kuegle, Loretta Schmidt
and students Emily Rhoden, Austin Taylor, Hanna Hill, Andrew Walters, Autumn RedLeaf, Ariadne
Soto have met several times to set up goals and plans for this school year. They have participated in
community events as well as new student events, have recruited new members, held a welcome
breakfast, created posters and a brochure, and plan to hold a monthly fun activity for all students
who wish to attend.
Douglas Middle School jS2S is under the leadership of Monica Arredondo and Dale Daughterty, and
their student team consists of Annie Gonzales, Sonny Johnson, Riley Schmidt, Shelby Walker, Jessi
Flores, and Jhett Waltman. This team has met a few times, designed new T-shirts, and were visibly
present to assist students during middle school open house. They are currently working on setting
up a regular schedule.
Both of the student to student teams are supported and supervised by Douglas School MFLC-CYBS,
Sherri Thompson, as well as EAFB sponsors, Jacob Garrett, SLO and EFMP coordinator, and AFRC
director Brandy Wyatt. Douglas School superintendents, principals, counselors and teachers are
also instrumental in offering their support and encouragement.

NORTHERN HILLS HONOR BAND
Northern Hills Honor Band will once again take
place at BHSU on Tuesday, November
20th. Several high school instrumentalists have
been nominated for this honor. We're still awaiting the results,
so participants will be named at a later date.

FALL FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Thursday, Nov. 1st
HS Cafeteria (5:30-7:30 pm)
Games - Prizes - Concessions!
Trick or treating in Aux. Gym courtesy
of area businesses

SD-061’s Safety at School (SAS) Program
In the 1980s, two children, on separate occasions, were
abducted from the Douglas School District’s elementary
schools’ bus stop. Ever since that time, the South Dakota
61st Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(AFJROTC) Group (SD-061) has provided a community
service to the district: Safety at School (or “SAS”). This
project started with the endorsement of the Douglas School
District, the Office of the Mayor of Box Elder, and the Box
Elder Police Department.
Cadets pulling the SAS detail function as a
“neighborhood watch” to identify persons with other-thanhonorable intentions from getting away with any of the
district’s elementary school age children. They are there to
be safety observers, exert a presence, and gather information
as well as to quickly notify authorities of any suspicious
activities. They are not there to intervene in any suspected
illegal activity they may observe, only to observe and report.
Each cadet wears a highly visible safety vest and is
equipped with a two-way radio (walkie-talkie) with which to
contact an AFJROTC instructor with information about
anything that occurs at the Badger Clark/Carrousel/Francis
Case school bus stops as children are loading the buses at
the end of the school day. Parkas and gloves are also
available for inclement weather.
SAS is randomly scheduled throughout each school week
and (at least) two cadets patrol from 2:45-3:00 PM on each
scheduled day. This means that SAS detail cadets miss most
of their seventh period classes on days that they are
scheduled for SAS and that they must be responsible enough
to makeup what they miss while accomplishing SAS duties.
SAS cadets must also have the permission of their parents or
guardians prior to assuming duties. Besides the increased
safety of district elementary students, SAS provides a sense
of accomplishment to participating AFJROTC cadets and
helps the SD-061 cadet corps accomplish their school/
community service goals each school year. For more
information, contact SD-061 at Douglas High School (605923-0045).

SD-061 cadets Michelle Snoke and Aidan
Custer begin their patrol of the elementary
school bus stop.

Cadet Michelle Snoke speaks with her
younger sister, Tori Tromp,
at the elementary bus stop during
her SAS duty.

Free ACT Test Prep for Juniors and Seniors
Douglas High School will again be offering credit for an ACT prep course in 2018-19. The course is free to all
Douglas juniors and seniors and will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis. In addition, students who successfully
finish the course will receive .5 elective credit toward high school graduation.
The course will use the Method Test Prep resources, which help first-time test-takers prepare for the ACT.
The course is also designed to help students raise their test scores from a previous ACT test. One Douglas
student raised her ACT score by 5 points after using the Method Test Prep in 2017-18, which is a significant
gain on the college entrance exam.
The self-paced course MUST be completed within 10 weeks from the student’s start date. For additional
information or to register for the course, please contact the DHS counselors.

Douglas High School
student completes new
AFJROTC Flight Academy
program
Lauren M. Bushman, a 2018
graduate of Douglas High School
and the Air Force Junior ROTC
cadet group commander there, has completed the private pilot license training course at the
University of North Dakota’s John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences earning her private pilot’s
license. She graduated on Thursday, August 2, 2018, in Grand Forks, ND.
AFJROTC Cadet Colonel Bushman is one of 120 AFJROTC cadets around the world to receive the
Chief of Staff of the Air Force scholarship from Headquarters AFJROTC, Air University, Maxwell Air
Force Base, Montgomery, Alabama. More than 750 cadets applied for one of the 120 scholarships,
valued at approximately $20,000.
Graduates of the program who earned their private pilot license incur no military commitment to the
Air Force or any other branch of service, nor does completing the program guarantee acceptance
into one of the military’s commissioning programs.
The Flight Academy Scholarship Program is a new Air Force-level initiative. In collaboration with
the commercial aviation industry to address the national civilian and military pilot shortage,
AFJROTC has been charged by the Air Force Aircrew Crisis Task Force to bring back the “luster of
aviation” to high school students and to increase diversity in aviation fields.
During Ms. Bushman’s time in the program, she faced many challenges, but completing the program
is something she says she will always remember. “I’m excited. . . . This is something I’ve wanted to
do since I was a kid. . . . Flying is fun!” said Bushman.
Contingent on funding, this program will grow exponentially in the coming years. This year, the Air
Force awarded 120 scholarships, and if financing continues, will grow to 250 summer 2019, and 500
summer 2020. There are also plans to open the program to Army, Navy, and Marine Junior ROTC
programs as well as Civil Air Patrol cadets by 2020. The application process for the summer 2019
program will begin in late September or early October.
The mission of AFJROTC is to develop citizens of character dedicated to serving their nation and
community, while instilling values of citizenship, service to the United States, personal responsibility
and sense of accomplishment. There are more than 120,000 high school students enrolled in
AFJROTC at over 880 high schools in the U.S and overseas.

Media needing more information on the AFJROTC Flight Academy Scholarship Program can
contact the Air University Public Affairs Office at maxwellmediarelations@us.af.mil.

WINTER CONCERT—The high school bands and choirs will present their winter
concert on Thursday, December 6th at 6:30 pm in the high school theater. Admission is
free, but we're asking for donations to the Humane Society of the Black Hills. Dog and
cat food is always needed, but their website lists other items they could
use. www.hsbh.org Please bring something to donate when you come to the
concert. The groups will be taking their yearbook photos that evening starting at 5:00,
so the theater will not be opened until this is done. Thank you in advance for your
understanding!

DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA

Congrats to the Douglas Tech Club (Brianna
Amaral, Morgan McCormick, Gabriel Raney,
Cody Baumgardner, Lex Zuniga, Branden
Kuenkel, Mason Makor, Mason Amaral, Chace
Hawk, Nickolas Cole). Their trebuchet, "The
Iron Patriot” placed 3rd at the Pumpkin Chuckin out of seven teams competing. Five teams
were from School of Mines and one team was
from Central High School.
Way to represent our school!! Go Patriots!

We are SADD!
Students Against Destructive Decisions is a club
to help teach kids how to stand up and say no.
We meet on the second Tuesday of each month
at 7:20 a.m. We are a club open to anyone,
come join! We as a club stand up to drugs,
alcohol, tobacco, and other things that are
harmful to our bodies, to others, and to the
environment. A goal of ours is to spread a drugfree and healthy atmosphere. We are
accomplishing this goal by telling and showing
others that they have the power to stand up for
themselves, and others and to choose the right
choices in life and on the daily. Some ways that
we are trying to spread a healthy and drug free
environment is by, making sandwiches for
teachers on district days, going to talk and play
games with the elementary kids, being role
models for middle school kids, participating in
school activities, having team meetings and
much more! Remember that one bad choice
could lead you down the wrong path, so make
good choices and stay drug free.

The Drama Department will present
two one-act comedies for their fall
production Thursday, November 15 at 4
p.m. and Friday and Saturday, November 16 and 17
at 7 p.m. The first is 12 Incompetent Men (And
Women!) by Ian McWethy, and the second is The
Trials of Robin Hood by Will Averill. The play is
appropriate for audiences of all ages. Reserved seats
are available for a $3 per seat donation to the DHS
Drama Club. Contact Kevin.Plooster@k12.sd.us or call
923-0039 to make reservations.
Kevin Plooster, DHS Drama Instructor, has had one of
his scripts produced by a high school in Harrisonburg,
Virginia. Plooster's play is a one-act adaptation of
Herman Hesse's novel Siddhartha. When Douglas
High School performed the play at the South Dakota
One-Act Play Festival in 2017, the cast and crew
received a superior rating and acting medals for the
entire cast. At the 2018 One-Act Play Festival,
Plooster's script of Nature's Condition was produced
by Custer High School under the direction of Jesse
Hamer and Susan Bowen and received a superior
rating and acting medals for the entire cast. Jesse
Hamer now works for the Douglas School District and
was a member of the original cast when Douglas
presented the play years ago. Both plays are in the
process of being submitted for publishing.
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Board of Education Meetings
The 2018-19 meeting dates for the regular Board of
Education meetings will be the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m. with the following
exceptions: in July and December only the first
meeting of the month will be held. School board
meetings are held in the Library Conference Room
at Vandenberg Elementary School. Should a board
meeting fall on a school holiday, the meeting will be
held the following day. Board of Education meeting
minutes are available on the District website.
The Board welcomes all patrons of the
Douglas School District to attend Board
Meetings!
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY:
The Douglas School District does not discriminate in its
employment policies and practices, or in its educational
programs on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, age,
sex, disability, national origin, or ancestry.
Title IX concerns should be directed to the Asst.
Superintendent, Mrs. Ann Pettit, Douglas School
District, 400 Patriot Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Telephone (605) 923-0000.
Inquiries concerning the application of Title VI or
Section 504 may be referred to Ms. Joan Dunmire,
Director of Special Education Services, Douglas School
District, 421 Don Williams Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Telephone - (605) 923-0013.
For additional information contact the U.S. Department
of Education, Office for Civil Rights, 1010 Walnut
Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City MO 64106.
Telephone: 816-268-0550,
Fax: 816-268-0599,
TDD: 800-877-8339,
email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov

