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ATHLETICS

LEAGUE HONORS - FALL 2019
Cheerleading:
All Academic - Jenna Shawberry
Boys Golf:
2nd TEAM - Michael Budge
Girls Golf:
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to Districts
NBC League - Player of the Year - Olivia Jackson
1st-Team - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
2nd-Team - Camryn Tussing
Honorable Mention - Summer Berry
All-District Honors 2nd-Team - Olivia Jackson
Honorable Mention - Maggie Lehsten, Hope London
All Academic - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
Cross Country:
Boys' Team - NBC League Champions
Girls' Team - 5th in the NBC
1st Team - Ashton Serrato, Ian Wallace
2nd Team - Gabe Simpson, Jason Jones, and Bella
Mancuso
Honorable Mention - Joseph Brewster
Regional Qualifier - Ashton Serrato
All Academic - Will Agan, Jason Jones, Joseph
Putnam, Gabriel Simpson, Kale Vollmar, Ian Wallace
Volleyball
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to District Semi-Finals
Brynne Limes - District VII, Division III Player of the
Year, NBC League Player of the Year
Ellie Roberts - 2nd Team All District VII, Division III
1st TEAM NBC - Brynne Limes, Ellie Roberts
2nd TEAM NBC - Taylor Cepek, Janelle Moser
Honorable NBC - Hannah Smoyer
All-Academic - Brynne Limes, Ronee Loftis, Janelle
Moser, Hannah Smoyer
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Abby Gase is a gold-medal winning swimmer who has
competed in meets across the United States, Canada and
South America. Quite impressive for the Otsego High
School Junior, but what is even more impressive is that she
competes with a disability.

OTSEGO LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

“When I was young, I never really had an interest in
swimming,” says Gase. “I played little kid’s soccer for awhile.
Then I got sick with pneumonia when I was four. The virus attacked the myelin sheath around my
spine and left me with lesions on the spinal cord. I lost the use of my left leg and most of my right
leg.” Her participation in sports was on hold until a family friend suggested she try swimming with the
Bowling Green Swim Club. That suggestion turned out to be life altering for Gase.

SCIENCE + ZOO = FUN
Katie Gregorsok’s fifth grade students are learning
some awesome things about our planet thanks to a
partnership this year with the Toledo Zoo. The Zoo
is assisting the class with its life science unit through
two classroom visits and one virtual learning
opportunity. Lessons cover food chains and webs,
ecosystem roles, symbiosis, invasive species, and
endangered species.

“I was nine-years-old at the time that I started swimming, and I really wasn’t very good,” admits
Gase. “But I kept at it, and three years later I was much more competitive. As I continued to
improve, I began to think that I wanted to be as good as I could possibly be.” Today, Gase
competes against able-bodied swimmers as a member of the Otsego High School swim team.
This past August, she competed against other athletes with disabilities at the Lima 2019 Parapan
American Games in Lima, Peru.
Athletes with disabilities receive a classification based on their level of impairment, and Gase
competed in five events at the Games. Her goal was to get on the radar of the United States
Olympic & Paralympic Committee. At the Parapan American Games, the junior medaled in four
of her five events, winning gold in the 100 backstroke. She also won bronze medals in the 50
freestyle, 50 butterfly and the 200 individual medley and finished fourth in the 100 freestyle.
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Gase has made the most of her young life so far and has adopted a very positive attitude towards her
disability. “If I had never gotten sick, I would probably have never started swimming,” says Gase.
“When I’m in the pool, I feel free. So, I’m thankful that my disability gave me that opportunity.”
How does she feel being a local celebrity? “It’s cool to have all of the support, but at the same time
it’s a little weird,” says Gase. “I’m not huge on wanting attention for myself. But I realize that I can
be an inspiration to others with disabilities, and I am beginning to feel I can be an advocate for
them.” As an example, she is currently working on an English class paper and is focusing on
transportation issues for those with handicaps.
Gase hopes to qualify and receive an invitation to the Summer 2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo,
Japan. She is the daughter of Mary and Bill Gase of Tontogany.

FORECASTED
Revenues
Property Taxes
Income Taxes
State Aid
All Other
Total Revenue

Fiscal Year
2020
5,424,928
3,053,675
6,383,761
1,559,505
$16,421,869

Girls Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
NBC Honorable Mention - Kylie Brinkman
All Academic - Kylie Brinkman, Anna Greehagen

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits
Purchased Services
Supplies & Capital
Purchases
Other Expenses
Total Expenses

Boys Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
2nd Team NBC - Zach Canterbury
Honorable Mention NBC - Jeffery Windnagle,
Cameron Roehl, Evan Harves

Excess of Revenues 174,923
over (under)
Expenses
Estimated General $4,876,980
Fund Balance
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12,621,750
2,207,101
858,291

Fiscal Year
2021
5,963,822
3,122,383
6,387,347
1,569,039
$17,042,591
13,120,009
2,262,278
881,000

559,804
561,175
$16,246,946 $16,824,462

Fiscal Year
2022
5,976,340
3,192,637
6,391,105
1,613,860
$17,173,942
13,531,160
2,318,835
892,560

Fiscal Year
2023
5,990,753
3,264,471
6,395,040
1,635,025
$17,285,289
14,000,633
2,376,806
904,291

Fiscal Year
2024
6,007,032
3,337,922
6,399,150
1,682,576
$17,426,680
14,487,053
2,436,226
916,194

542,402
543,607
$17,284,957 $17,825,337

544,715
$18,384,188

218,129

(111,015)

(540,048)

(957,508)

$5,095,109

$4,984,094

$4,444,046

$3,486,538

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

We presented our School Board with a balanced budget for the
next two years. We have been fortunate to see increases in our
Property and Income Tax collections, and we will start receiving
money from the NEXUS pipeline this year. There has been a
slight decrease in funding from the state, but overall we are seeing
growth in our total revenue.
We have been working hard to reduce costs the best we can. Our
solar field and LED project should be completed and running by
December. A huge benefit to this project is that it required no
capital investment from the school. We are anticipating an average
savings of $100,000 per year over the life of the project. We are
continuing to invest in safety measures, cutting edge educational
resources and using constant maintenance to protect our
community’s investments.

“On their first classroom visit, the zoo staff played a
game to help students understand how energy is
transferred in an ecosystem,” says Gregorsok. Two
students were selected to be the "sun" and were given
a container of beads that represented energy. The
sun had to transfer the energy/beads to the
producers (plants) in the ecosystem. The plants then
had to give some of their beads to the herbivores
(plant eaters) that then had to transfer the energy to
the carnivores (meat eaters). Fewer beads were given
up during each of the transfers. “Students were able
to understand that some energy is used to help living
things grow, and not all of the energy is passed on to
the animal’s predator,” says Gregorsok.
Students also observed over 25 different animal
samples, most of which were skulls while a few were
insects. Students were asked to hypothesize whether
the animal was a carnivore, omnivore, herbivore, or
decomposer based on characteristics such as its teeth
and eye placement. “We learned that herbivores have
flat teeth for grinding plants, carnivores have sharp

teeth for tearing meat, and omnivores have both,”
says Gregorsok. “We also discovered that prey
animals usually have eyes on the side, while predators
have eyes in front to facilitate hunting.”
The second zoo visit was virtual using a webcam to
connect with the zoo staff. “They showed us around
their aquarium, and our students observed many
examples of symbiotic relationships,” says
Gregorsok. “We learned that clownfish and
anemones are an example of mutualism because
they help each other. Anemones help clownfish by
providing them with a place to live. Clownfish help
anemones by scaring away predators with their
bright colors.” Gregorsok says students learned about
commensalism in which one animal benefits and the
other is unaffected. Sharks and remoras fit this
description. Remoras are fish that swim near sharks
and benefit because sharks scare away their
predators. They are also able to eat scraps of food
left by the sharks. Sharks leave the remoras alone and
are not bothered by them. The class also learned
about parasites, which help only themselves when
they harm another animal. Sea turtles act as parasites
to jellyfish because they take a bite out of the jellyfish
without killing it.
“My students really enjoyed the interaction with zoo
staff members. They were able to ask questions
about ocean animals and see many different exhibits
around the aquarium,” says Gregorsok. The final

“We are very grateful for the time spent with us by
zoo members,” says Gregorsok. “It is a wonderful
way for students to learn about our world.”

Something on your mind about Otsego Schools? Sit down in January with
Superintendent Adam Koch and Treasurer Steve Carroll for an informal
conversation. There will be no agenda or registration. Both administrators believe
it is important to provide regular opportunities throughout the year to meet with
community members and share district accomplishments, new initiatives, and
the overall progress of Otsego Schools. We hope to see you there!

Looking ahead, we are projecting that we will begin deficit
spending in three to four years. Being proactive on this will allow
better planning and greater transparency. We will meet with our
Business Advisory Council to share some revenue ideas, and we
will discuss those ideas with the School Board.
Thank you,
Adam Koch, Superintendent, and Steve Carroll, Treasurer

classroom visit will feature a zoo representative who
will teach the class about endangered and invasive
species. Students will also be able to communicate
virtually with another zoo colleague.

PG 1

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

Jan. 9, 8:00 am - Otsego Central Office (Tontogany, HS Commons Entrance)
Jan. 16, 8:00 am - Haskins Village Hall
Jan. 23, 8:00 am - Grand Rapids Library
Jan. 30, 8:00 am - Weston Library
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PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE
Otsego educators have grappled with the
question, “How do we best prepare our
students for tomorrow’s jobs?” The answer is in
the form of a strategic planning model called
“Portrait of a Graduate.”

STUDENTS DISCOVER THE
“COOLNESS” OF ROBOTICS

“The Portrait of a Graduate was developed by
Battelle for Kids, a national not-for-profit
organization,” says Adam Koch, Otsego
Schools Superintendent. “The model is
designed to provide educators with a road map
on how to prepare kids to have the skills to
compete for jobs down the road.”
These students won the High School Robotics
competition at the end of last year’s class.

Planning began last school year with meetings
involving 60 students, staff members,
administrators, board members, parents,
community members, and business leaders.
Otsego’s Portrait of a Graduate has been
completed and includes six guiding principles:
Responsible, Flexible, Empathetic, Problem
Solvers, Driven, and Communicators. “The six
principles will be incorporated into our
curriculum across all grade levels, and we’re
trying to determine how best to do that,” says
Koch. “We hope to introduce the Portrait next
school year.”
Ryan Odendahl, a member of the planning
committee, has two children in the school
district. “As a parent and employer, I applaud
the school administration for engaging in this
effort,” says Odendahl. “I was extremely
impressed with the forward-thinking
atmosphere in the meetings and the willingness
of the administration to engage in discussions
with stakeholders from all areas of the
community. Our goal was to craft a path to
equip graduates with not only academic skills,
but also the soft skills, traits and personal values
and attributes that will help ensure their success.
As an employer, the ‘Portrait of a Graduate’ is
exactly what we look for in candidates for
employment with our firm.”
For more information about the Portrait
of a Graduate, contact Adam Koch,
Superintendent, akoch@otsegoknights.org.

We are RESPONSIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Acts responsibly with the interest
of the larger community in mind.
• Demonstrates moral integrity,
honesty, and ethical behavior.
• Positively responds to various
challenges and circumstances of
life.
We are FLEXIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Expects change and views it as
an opportunity for growth.
• Adapts effectively in a climate of
uncertainty and changing
priorities.
• Responds productively to praise,
setbacks, and constructive
criticism.
We are EMPATHETIC
An Otsego Knight:
• Respects the world is full of diverse
social and cultural backgrounds.
• Listens with an open mind to
understand others’ perspectives
and is willing to compromise and
reach solutions.
• Acts with respect and compassion
towards others.

We are PROBLEM SOLVERS
An Otsego Knight:
• Understands that identifying
problems
and thinking critically to develop
unique solutions is essential.
• Analyzes information to define
problems, create and implement
solutions, and make improvements.
• Reflects on learning experiences,
processes, and solutions.
We are DRIVEN
An Otsego Knight:

• Believes that continuous individual
improvement is essential.
• Takes risks, accepts challenges, and
values the learning that comes from
failure.
• Goes above and beyond and has
confidence in his/her own abilities.

We are COMMUNICATORS
An Otsego Knight:

• Recognizes effective communication is
essential to share information and
knowledge and develop positive
relationships.
• Listens attentively, speaks effectively,
and writes clearly.
• Inspires others through words and
actions to create a connection that is
real, emotional, and personal.
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It is always a challenge for teachers to find new
ways to motivate and inspire their students. But
two Otsego teachers are getting help from an
unlikely source: robots. Joe Gerwin and Ryan
Hafner are the High School and Junior High
Robotics Instructors, respectively. Gerwin teaches
High School Math & Computer Science, while
Hafner teaches High School Geometry and Junior
High Robotics.

purchase six robot kits and the game course. The
High School Robotics class is held during the 2nd
semester. “Students are drawn to the coolness
aspect of Robotics,” says Gerwin. “Our students
are able to design a mobile robot that will
eventually play a sport-like game. During the
process, they learn key STEM principles and
robotics concepts. At the end of the semester, they
use the robots they’ve developed to compete
head-to-head against other student-developed
robots in the class.” Gerwin says students who
want to pursue Robotics even further can join the
Robotics Club to sharpen their skills. The club
was the recipient of $1,000 from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation for students to attend
competitions. Those competitions could lead to
students competing at the international VEX®
Robotics Competition.
For more information about the Otsego Schools
Robotics program, contact Joe Gerwin,
jgerwin@otsegoknights.org or Ryan Hafner,
rhafner@otsegoknights.org.

Both Robotics classes are a project-based learning
curriculum that teaches design in a hands-on
manner where students can understand the
relevance of what they are learning. The
curriculum also ensures that students with
different learning styles and levels can accomplish
the lesson. No prior robotics experience is
required to take the class.
Junior High Robotics is an elective class, open to
7th and 8th grade students, and is offered three
days a week during the 1st and 2nd semesters.
There are 24 students in the Junior High class this
semester -- 18 boys and 6 girls. “The goal of the
class is for students to explore STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) while
developing programming skills,” says Hafner. “It
will, hopefully, spark their interest to enroll in our
High School program later on.” The class was
made possible through the help of the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which approved a grant
of approximately $3,850 to purchase 12 VEX
IQ® Robotics kits.
The High School Robotics class was the recipient
of $5,300 grant money from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which were used to
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VEX® and VEX® Robotics are trademarks or service marks of Innovation First International, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Junior High Robotics

OTSEGO HALL OF
FAME NOMINATIONS:
Otsego is now accepting nominations for the
Otsego Hall of Fame. This program recognizes
individuals who have brought honor to
themselves by making significant impacts or
contributions to the school, community, and/or
students. It also provides an opportunity to
honor alumni who have earned distinction
beyond graduation. The categories for nomination include: Alumni, Former School Employees,
Former Coaches, and Friends of Otsego.
Nomination forms can be found on www.otsegoknights.org. The deadline to submit the
nomination form is December 2, 2019. The 8th
class to be inducted will be recognized at
Otsego High School on Friday, January 24, 2020.
A special reception for our guests of honor will
be held beginning at 6:00 pm in the High School
Auditorium. We invite all family, friends and the
community to celebrate with us.

Otsego Hall of Fame Members
Class of 2012-2013 – Dan Cocke, Holly Frantz,
Deb Kendall and Gordon Wenig
Class of 2013-2014 – Randy Donald, Ann Laskey
and Lawrence Sprague
Class of 2014-2015 – John Brown, Madge Brown,
Fred Moor, Bernard Scott and Jean Scott
Class of 2015-2016 – Barb Vollmar,
Howard Bluhm, Charlene Genson,
Carter Genson and Tim Downey
Class of 2016-2017 – Edward C. Byers Jr. and
Mary Frazier
Class of 2017-2018 – Stephen Kendall and
Ann Titus
Class of 2018-2019 – Janine Baughman,
Joseph Heyman and Joe Long

GRANTS HELP START UP
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT BENEFITS STADIUM NEW PROGRAMS
cash donations were made by the Otsego Athletic
Boosters, Downey Plumbing and Heating, and
Kellermeier Plumbing and Heating. Items with a
value of just under $2,000 were donated by Home
Depot, Dyno Dave Sign Design Services, Biofit,
Dunipace Builders, Precision Aggregate, and Jim
Palmer Excavating. Items included building supplies,
stone and the hauling of stone to the site, tin roofing,
and bar stools and signs.

The Otsego Schools football stadium now has two
new ticket booths thanks to the efforts of freshman
Nathan Avers. This summer, Avers built the booths
for the south end of the stadium. The two ticket
booths stand over 10 feet tall and serve as an
entrance to the Otsego Knights athletic fields. The
project allowed him to complete the rank of Eagle
Scout. He will have his Eagle Scout Court of Honor
in November.
The project began as an idea from Tom Ferdig,
Otsego High School Athletic Director and Assistant
Principal for grades 6-12. Nathan and his father
then transferred the idea to paper before unveiling
plans to the Otsego Athletic Boosters. The next step
was to raise money for the $6,200 project. Generous

Construction began with ground leveling and the
laying of stone as a base, thanks to the help of Steve
Weihl. The ticket booths were framed at Avers’
home and then transported to the stadium where
they were assembled. The siding and roofing were
then installed, followed by cosmetic work to make
the ticket booths resemble castles. Outside lighting
was installed to make the booths user friendly and to
add light to the grounds during sporting events.
Nathan, his family and friends accumulated 388
hours of work on the new structures.
Avers is a member of Troop 347 in Tontogany led
by Ryan Odendahl. He has been heavily involved in
Scouts for many years and began work on his Eagle
Scout project at age 14. Avers is way ahead of the
Eagle Scout national average age of 17. He is a
member of the Otsego High School FFA Chapter
and the track team. He is the son of Rob and
Michelle Avers of rural Bowling Green.

ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK
Each year since the 2017-18 school year, Otsego High School
selects a book and gives every student a copy as part of our
Character Development and Literacy initiatives. Through this
our staff hopes to:
1. Foster a culture of cooperation and citizenship.
2. Promote literacy and encourage the growth of knowledge.
3. Create a community connection through a shared reading
experience.

This year's book is Chop Wood, Carry Water: How to Fall in
Love with the Process of Becoming Great by Joshua
Medcalf. It is a powerful story of one man’s journey to achieve
his life long goal of becoming a samurai archer. Guided by
his mentor, the man comes to realize the greatest adversity
on his journey to reach his personal goals is the challenge of
defeating the man in the mirror. Each chapter of the book
contains mini lessons about embracing the necessary hard
work it takes to achieve your hopes and dreams.
The book has been spread out by having students focus on a
single chapter each week and that chapter’s theme. Students
are emailed challenge questions and, once a week during
their success period, they are given time to read the chapter
for that week and answer questions for personal growth and
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reflection. To encourage others
to participate, an online link is
shared with the entire
community.
Important themes covered
throughout this year will include:
• Rising to the level of your
training when under pressure
• Greatness requires/demands hard work (Embracing the
dirty, hard work)
• Overcoming anxiety
• Consistency and faithfulness over talent and resources
• Developing heart, posture and gratitude
• The journey (process) is more important than the
goal/destination
• Avoiding comparisons
• Mental toughness
Here are the books that were used in the first two years of the
program:
Year 1: Choosing Courage: Inspiring True Stories of What It
Means to Be a Hero by Peter Collier
Year 2: The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch

The Otsego Endowment Foundation (OEF) is a
non-profit organization established to provide
enriching educational opportunities not
otherwise available due to school budget
constraints. In the recent past, the OEF has
funded extraordinary projects and provided
more than $168,000 in funding for school
initiatives and $14,000 in education awards to
graduating seniors since 2012.
The OEF, through the efforts of board
members since 1989 and through continuous
contributions and an annual reverse raffle
event, makes a difference in the education and
lives of the students in the Otsego community.
The organization prioritizes sponsorship of
grants that start up new programming or
provide equipment/materials that are used in
on-going initiatives that could not otherwise be
supported by the district.
Some examples of recently funded projects
include:
■ Virtual Reality headsets in the
classroom - $14,843
■ Elementary STEM/STEAM
projects and supplies - $7,840
■ High School STEM lab and
supplies - $12,300
■ Junior High Coding and Circuitry
course materials - $5,056
■ Junior High Coding, Gaming and
Drone class - $3,683
■ 3D Printer for High School
Geometry and Robotics classes $3,326
■ Weighted lap pads for
classrooms - $2,300
■ Community garden supplies $3,000
The OEF relies on the continued support of
the Otsego community. Its Board of Trustees
meets the second Monday of each month
(September - May) in the High School Library.
If you are interested in learning more,
becoming involved, or becoming a member,
please contact a current board member. Details
will be released soon on the annual Reverse
Raffle event and the OEF is hoping to see many
community members there. For more
information about the Otsego Endowment
Foundation, please contact Andrew Vollmar
(andrew.vollmar@gmail.com) or Ashley Severt
(asevert@otsegoknights.org), Co-Chairs of
the Board, or visit the website at
www.otsegoknights.org and click on Our
District, then Endowment Foundation.
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PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE
Otsego educators have grappled with the
question, “How do we best prepare our
students for tomorrow’s jobs?” The answer is in
the form of a strategic planning model called
“Portrait of a Graduate.”

STUDENTS DISCOVER THE
“COOLNESS” OF ROBOTICS

“The Portrait of a Graduate was developed by
Battelle for Kids, a national not-for-profit
organization,” says Adam Koch, Otsego
Schools Superintendent. “The model is
designed to provide educators with a road map
on how to prepare kids to have the skills to
compete for jobs down the road.”
These students won the High School Robotics
competition at the end of last year’s class.

Planning began last school year with meetings
involving 60 students, staff members,
administrators, board members, parents,
community members, and business leaders.
Otsego’s Portrait of a Graduate has been
completed and includes six guiding principles:
Responsible, Flexible, Empathetic, Problem
Solvers, Driven, and Communicators. “The six
principles will be incorporated into our
curriculum across all grade levels, and we’re
trying to determine how best to do that,” says
Koch. “We hope to introduce the Portrait next
school year.”
Ryan Odendahl, a member of the planning
committee, has two children in the school
district. “As a parent and employer, I applaud
the school administration for engaging in this
effort,” says Odendahl. “I was extremely
impressed with the forward-thinking
atmosphere in the meetings and the willingness
of the administration to engage in discussions
with stakeholders from all areas of the
community. Our goal was to craft a path to
equip graduates with not only academic skills,
but also the soft skills, traits and personal values
and attributes that will help ensure their success.
As an employer, the ‘Portrait of a Graduate’ is
exactly what we look for in candidates for
employment with our firm.”
For more information about the Portrait
of a Graduate, contact Adam Koch,
Superintendent, akoch@otsegoknights.org.

We are RESPONSIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Acts responsibly with the interest
of the larger community in mind.
• Demonstrates moral integrity,
honesty, and ethical behavior.
• Positively responds to various
challenges and circumstances of
life.
We are FLEXIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Expects change and views it as
an opportunity for growth.
• Adapts effectively in a climate of
uncertainty and changing
priorities.
• Responds productively to praise,
setbacks, and constructive
criticism.
We are EMPATHETIC
An Otsego Knight:
• Respects the world is full of diverse
social and cultural backgrounds.
• Listens with an open mind to
understand others’ perspectives
and is willing to compromise and
reach solutions.
• Acts with respect and compassion
towards others.

We are PROBLEM SOLVERS
An Otsego Knight:
• Understands that identifying
problems
and thinking critically to develop
unique solutions is essential.
• Analyzes information to define
problems, create and implement
solutions, and make improvements.
• Reflects on learning experiences,
processes, and solutions.
We are DRIVEN
An Otsego Knight:

• Believes that continuous individual
improvement is essential.
• Takes risks, accepts challenges, and
values the learning that comes from
failure.
• Goes above and beyond and has
confidence in his/her own abilities.

We are COMMUNICATORS
An Otsego Knight:

• Recognizes effective communication is
essential to share information and
knowledge and develop positive
relationships.
• Listens attentively, speaks effectively,
and writes clearly.
• Inspires others through words and
actions to create a connection that is
real, emotional, and personal.
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It is always a challenge for teachers to find new
ways to motivate and inspire their students. But
two Otsego teachers are getting help from an
unlikely source: robots. Joe Gerwin and Ryan
Hafner are the High School and Junior High
Robotics Instructors, respectively. Gerwin teaches
High School Math & Computer Science, while
Hafner teaches High School Geometry and Junior
High Robotics.

purchase six robot kits and the game course. The
High School Robotics class is held during the 2nd
semester. “Students are drawn to the coolness
aspect of Robotics,” says Gerwin. “Our students
are able to design a mobile robot that will
eventually play a sport-like game. During the
process, they learn key STEM principles and
robotics concepts. At the end of the semester, they
use the robots they’ve developed to compete
head-to-head against other student-developed
robots in the class.” Gerwin says students who
want to pursue Robotics even further can join the
Robotics Club to sharpen their skills. The club
was the recipient of $1,000 from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation for students to attend
competitions. Those competitions could lead to
students competing at the international VEX®
Robotics Competition.
For more information about the Otsego Schools
Robotics program, contact Joe Gerwin,
jgerwin@otsegoknights.org or Ryan Hafner,
rhafner@otsegoknights.org.

Both Robotics classes are a project-based learning
curriculum that teaches design in a hands-on
manner where students can understand the
relevance of what they are learning. The
curriculum also ensures that students with
different learning styles and levels can accomplish
the lesson. No prior robotics experience is
required to take the class.
Junior High Robotics is an elective class, open to
7th and 8th grade students, and is offered three
days a week during the 1st and 2nd semesters.
There are 24 students in the Junior High class this
semester -- 18 boys and 6 girls. “The goal of the
class is for students to explore STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) while
developing programming skills,” says Hafner. “It
will, hopefully, spark their interest to enroll in our
High School program later on.” The class was
made possible through the help of the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which approved a grant
of approximately $3,850 to purchase 12 VEX
IQ® Robotics kits.
The High School Robotics class was the recipient
of $5,300 grant money from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which were used to
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OTSEGO HALL OF
FAME NOMINATIONS:

Otsego is now accepting nominations for the Otsego
Hall of Fame. This program recognizes individuals
who have brought honor to themselves by making
significant impacts or contributions to the school,
community, and/or students. It also provides an
opportunity to honor alumni who have earned
distinction beyond graduation. The categories for
nomination include: Alumni, Former School
Employees, Former Coaches, and Friends of Otsego.
Nomination forms can be found on www.otsegoknights.org. The deadline to submit the nomination
form is December 2, 2019. The 8th class to be
inducted will be recognized at Otsego High School on
Friday, January 24, 2020. A special reception for our
guests of honor will be held beginning at 6:00 pm in
the High School Auditorium. We invite all family,
friends and the community to celebrate with us.

Otsego
Hall of Fame Members
Class of 2012-2013 – Dan Cocke, Holly Frantz,
Deb Kendall and Gordon Wenig
Class of 2013-2014 – Randy Donald, Ann Laskey
and Lawrence Sprague
Class of 2014-2015 – John Brown, Madge Brown,
Fred Moor, Bernard Scott and Jean Scott
Class of 2015-2016 – Barb Vollmar, Howard Bluhm,
Charlene Genson, Carter Genson and Tim Downey
Class of 2016-2017 – Edward C. Byers Jr. and
Mary Frazier
Class of 2017-2018 – Stephen Kendall and Ann Titus
Class of 2018-2019 – Janine Baughman,
Joseph Heyman and Joe Long

Attention Veterans!
Junior High Robotics

Are you a military veteran who attended Otsego,
Grand Rapids, Haskins, Washington Township,
or Weston or lives in the Otsego Community? If
so, please provide us with an 8 x 10 photograph (preferably in uniform) to be placed on
our veterans wall. Email a scanned image of
your photograph to akoch@otsegoknights.org
or drop off a photo to the Otsego High School
Main Office. Thank you for helping us honor our
local veterans.

GRANTS HELP START UP
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT BENEFITS STADIUM NEW PROGRAMS
cash donations were made by the Otsego Athletic
Boosters, Downey Plumbing and Heating, and
Kellermeier Plumbing and Heating. Items with a
value of just under $2,000 were donated by Home
Depot, Dyno Dave Sign Design Services, Biofit,
Dunipace Builders, Precision Aggregate, and Jim
Palmer Excavating. Items included building supplies,
stone and the hauling of stone to the site, tin roofing,
and bar stools and signs.

The Otsego Schools football stadium now has two
new ticket booths thanks to the efforts of freshman
Nathan Avers. This summer, Avers built the booths
for the south end of the stadium. The two ticket
booths stand over 10 feet tall and serve as an
entrance to the Otsego Knights athletic fields. The
project allowed him to complete the rank of Eagle
Scout. He will have his Eagle Scout Court of Honor
in November.
The project began as an idea from Tom Ferdig,
Otsego High School Athletic Director and Assistant
Principal for grades 6-12. Nathan and his father
then transferred the idea to paper before unveiling
plans to the Otsego Athletic Boosters. The next step
was to raise money for the $6,200 project. Generous

Construction began with ground leveling and the
laying of stone as a base, thanks to the help of Steve
Weihl. The ticket booths were framed at Avers’
home and then transported to the stadium where
they were assembled. The siding and roofing were
then installed, followed by cosmetic work to make
the ticket booths resemble castles. Outside lighting
was installed to make the booths user friendly and to
add light to the grounds during sporting events.
Nathan, his family and friends accumulated 388
hours of work on the new structures.
Avers is a member of Troop 347 in Tontogany led
by Ryan Odendahl. He has been heavily involved in
Scouts for many years and began work on his Eagle
Scout project at age 14. Avers is way ahead of the
Eagle Scout national average age of 17. He is a
member of the Otsego High School FFA Chapter
and the track team. He is the son of Rob and
Michelle Avers of rural Bowling Green.

ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK
Each year since the 2017-18 school year, Otsego High School
selects a book and gives every student a copy as part of our
Character Development and Literacy initiatives. Through this
our staff hopes to:
1. Foster a culture of cooperation and citizenship.
2. Promote literacy and encourage the growth of knowledge.
3. Create a community connection through a shared reading
experience.

This year's book is Chop Wood, Carry Water: How to Fall in
Love with the Process of Becoming Great by Joshua
Medcalf. It is a powerful story of one man’s journey to achieve
his life long goal of becoming a samurai archer. Guided by
his mentor, the man comes to realize the greatest adversity
on his journey to reach his personal goals is the challenge of
defeating the man in the mirror. Each chapter of the book
contains mini lessons about embracing the necessary hard
work it takes to achieve your hopes and dreams.
The book has been spread out by having students focus on a
single chapter each week and that chapter’s theme. Students
are emailed challenge questions and, once a week during
their success period, they are given time to read the chapter
for that week and answer questions for personal growth and
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reflection. To encourage others
to participate, an online link is
shared with the entire
community.
Important themes covered
throughout this year will include:
• Rising to the level of your
training when under pressure
• Greatness requires/demands hard work (Embracing the
dirty, hard work)
• Overcoming anxiety
• Consistency and faithfulness over talent and resources
• Developing heart, posture and gratitude
• The journey (process) is more important than the
goal/destination
• Avoiding comparisons
• Mental toughness
Here are the books that were used in the first two years of the
program:
Year 1: Choosing Courage: Inspiring True Stories of What It
Means to Be a Hero by Peter Collier
Year 2: The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch

The Otsego Endowment Foundation (OEF) is a
non-profit organization established to provide
enriching educational opportunities not
otherwise available due to school budget
constraints. In the recent past, the OEF has
funded extraordinary projects and provided
more than $168,000 in funding for school
initiatives and $14,000 in education awards to
graduating seniors since 2012.
The OEF, through the efforts of board
members since 1989 and through continuous
contributions and an annual reverse raffle
event, makes a difference in the education and
lives of the students in the Otsego community.
The organization prioritizes sponsorship of
grants that start up new programming or
provide equipment/materials that are used in
on-going initiatives that could not otherwise be
supported by the district.
Some examples of recently funded projects
include:
■ Virtual Reality headsets in the
classroom - $14,843
■ Elementary STEM/STEAM
projects and supplies - $7,840
■ High School STEM lab and
supplies - $12,300
■ Junior High Coding and Circuitry
course materials - $5,056
■ Junior High Coding, Gaming and
Drone class - $3,683
■ 3D Printer for High School
Geometry and Robotics classes $3,326
■ Weighted lap pads for
classrooms - $2,300
■ Community garden supplies $3,000
The OEF relies on the continued support of
the Otsego community. Its Board of Trustees
meets the second Monday of each month
(September - May) in the High School Library.
If you are interested in learning more,
becoming involved, or becoming a member,
please contact a current board member. Details
will be released soon on the annual Reverse
Raffle event and the OEF is hoping to see many
community members there. For more
information about the Otsego Endowment
Foundation, please contact Andrew Vollmar
(andrew.vollmar@gmail.com) or Ashley Severt
(asevert@otsegoknights.org), Co-Chairs of
the Board, or visit the website at
www.otsegoknights.org and click on Our
District, then Endowment Foundation.
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PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE
Otsego educators have grappled with the
question, “How do we best prepare our
students for tomorrow’s jobs?” The answer is in
the form of a strategic planning model called
“Portrait of a Graduate.”

STUDENTS DISCOVER THE
“COOLNESS” OF ROBOTICS

“The Portrait of a Graduate was developed by
Battelle for Kids, a national not-for-profit
organization,” says Adam Koch, Otsego
Schools Superintendent. “The model is
designed to provide educators with a road map
on how to prepare kids to have the skills to
compete for jobs down the road.”
These students won the High School Robotics
competition at the end of last year’s class.

Planning began last school year with meetings
involving 60 students, staff members,
administrators, board members, parents,
community members, and business leaders.
Otsego’s Portrait of a Graduate has been
completed and includes six guiding principles:
Responsible, Flexible, Empathetic, Problem
Solvers, Driven, and Communicators. “The six
principles will be incorporated into our
curriculum across all grade levels, and we’re
trying to determine how best to do that,” says
Koch. “We hope to introduce the Portrait next
school year.”
Ryan Odendahl, a member of the planning
committee, has two children in the school
district. “As a parent and employer, I applaud
the school administration for engaging in this
effort,” says Odendahl. “I was extremely
impressed with the forward-thinking
atmosphere in the meetings and the willingness
of the administration to engage in discussions
with stakeholders from all areas of the
community. Our goal was to craft a path to
equip graduates with not only academic skills,
but also the soft skills, traits and personal values
and attributes that will help ensure their success.
As an employer, the ‘Portrait of a Graduate’ is
exactly what we look for in candidates for
employment with our firm.”
For more information about the Portrait
of a Graduate, contact Adam Koch,
Superintendent, akoch@otsegoknights.org.

We are RESPONSIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Acts responsibly with the interest
of the larger community in mind.
• Demonstrates moral integrity,
honesty, and ethical behavior.
• Positively responds to various
challenges and circumstances of
life.
We are FLEXIBLE
An Otsego Knight:
• Expects change and views it as
an opportunity for growth.
• Adapts effectively in a climate of
uncertainty and changing
priorities.
• Responds productively to praise,
setbacks, and constructive
criticism.
We are EMPATHETIC
An Otsego Knight:
• Respects the world is full of diverse
social and cultural backgrounds.
• Listens with an open mind to
understand others’ perspectives
and is willing to compromise and
reach solutions.
• Acts with respect and compassion
towards others.

We are PROBLEM SOLVERS
An Otsego Knight:
• Understands that identifying
problems
and thinking critically to develop
unique solutions is essential.
• Analyzes information to define
problems, create and implement
solutions, and make improvements.
• Reflects on learning experiences,
processes, and solutions.
We are DRIVEN
An Otsego Knight:

• Believes that continuous individual
improvement is essential.
• Takes risks, accepts challenges, and
values the learning that comes from
failure.
• Goes above and beyond and has
confidence in his/her own abilities.

We are COMMUNICATORS
An Otsego Knight:

• Recognizes effective communication is
essential to share information and
knowledge and develop positive
relationships.
• Listens attentively, speaks effectively,
and writes clearly.
• Inspires others through words and
actions to create a connection that is
real, emotional, and personal.
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It is always a challenge for teachers to find new
ways to motivate and inspire their students. But
two Otsego teachers are getting help from an
unlikely source: robots. Joe Gerwin and Ryan
Hafner are the High School and Junior High
Robotics Instructors, respectively. Gerwin teaches
High School Math & Computer Science, while
Hafner teaches High School Geometry and Junior
High Robotics.

purchase six robot kits and the game course. The
High School Robotics class is held during the 2nd
semester. “Students are drawn to the coolness
aspect of Robotics,” says Gerwin. “Our students
are able to design a mobile robot that will
eventually play a sport-like game. During the
process, they learn key STEM principles and
robotics concepts. At the end of the semester, they
use the robots they’ve developed to compete
head-to-head against other student-developed
robots in the class.” Gerwin says students who
want to pursue Robotics even further can join the
Robotics Club to sharpen their skills. The club
was the recipient of $1,000 from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation for students to attend
competitions. Those competitions could lead to
students competing at the international VEX®
Robotics Competition.
For more information about the Otsego Schools
Robotics program, contact Joe Gerwin,
jgerwin@otsegoknights.org or Ryan Hafner,
rhafner@otsegoknights.org.

Both Robotics classes are a project-based learning
curriculum that teaches design in a hands-on
manner where students can understand the
relevance of what they are learning. The
curriculum also ensures that students with
different learning styles and levels can accomplish
the lesson. No prior robotics experience is
required to take the class.
Junior High Robotics is an elective class, open to
7th and 8th grade students, and is offered three
days a week during the 1st and 2nd semesters.
There are 24 students in the Junior High class this
semester -- 18 boys and 6 girls. “The goal of the
class is for students to explore STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) while
developing programming skills,” says Hafner. “It
will, hopefully, spark their interest to enroll in our
High School program later on.” The class was
made possible through the help of the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which approved a grant
of approximately $3,850 to purchase 12 VEX
IQ® Robotics kits.
The High School Robotics class was the recipient
of $5,300 grant money from the Otsego
Endowment Foundation, which were used to
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OTSEGO HALL OF
FAME NOMINATIONS:

Otsego is now accepting nominations for the Otsego
Hall of Fame. This program recognizes individuals
who have brought honor to themselves by making
significant impacts or contributions to the school,
community, and/or students. It also provides an
opportunity to honor alumni who have earned
distinction beyond graduation. The categories for
nomination include: Alumni, Former School
Employees, Former Coaches, and Friends of Otsego.
Nomination forms can be found on www.otsegoknights.org. The deadline to submit the nomination
form is December 2, 2019. The 8th class to be
inducted will be recognized at Otsego High School on
Friday, January 24, 2020. A special reception for our
guests of honor will be held beginning at 6:00 pm in
the High School Auditorium. We invite all family,
friends and the community to celebrate with us.

Otsego
Hall of Fame Members
Class of 2012-2013 – Dan Cocke, Holly Frantz,
Deb Kendall and Gordon Wenig
Class of 2013-2014 – Randy Donald, Ann Laskey
and Lawrence Sprague
Class of 2014-2015 – John Brown, Madge Brown,
Fred Moor, Bernard Scott and Jean Scott
Class of 2015-2016 – Barb Vollmar, Howard Bluhm,
Charlene Genson, Carter Genson and Tim Downey
Class of 2016-2017 – Edward C. Byers Jr. and
Mary Frazier
Class of 2017-2018 – Stephen Kendall and Ann Titus
Class of 2018-2019 – Janine Baughman,
Joseph Heyman and Joe Long

Attention Veterans!
Junior High Robotics

Are you a military veteran who attended Otsego,
Grand Rapids, Haskins, Washington Township,
or Weston or lives in the Otsego Community? If
so, please provide us with an 8 x 10 photograph (preferably in uniform) to be placed on
our veterans wall. Email a scanned image of
your photograph to akoch@otsegoknights.org
or drop off a photo to the Otsego High School
Main Office. Thank you for helping us honor our
local veterans.

GRANTS HELP START UP
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT BENEFITS STADIUM NEW PROGRAMS
cash donations were made by the Otsego Athletic
Boosters, Downey Plumbing and Heating, and
Kellermeier Plumbing and Heating. Items with a
value of just under $2,000 were donated by Home
Depot, Dyno Dave Sign Design Services, Biofit,
Dunipace Builders, Precision Aggregate, and Jim
Palmer Excavating. Items included building supplies,
stone and the hauling of stone to the site, tin roofing,
and bar stools and signs.

The Otsego Schools football stadium now has two
new ticket booths thanks to the efforts of freshman
Nathan Avers. This summer, Avers built the booths
for the south end of the stadium. The two ticket
booths stand over 10 feet tall and serve as an
entrance to the Otsego Knights athletic fields. The
project allowed him to complete the rank of Eagle
Scout. He will have his Eagle Scout Court of Honor
in November.
The project began as an idea from Tom Ferdig,
Otsego High School Athletic Director and Assistant
Principal for grades 6-12. Nathan and his father
then transferred the idea to paper before unveiling
plans to the Otsego Athletic Boosters. The next step
was to raise money for the $6,200 project. Generous

Construction began with ground leveling and the
laying of stone as a base, thanks to the help of Steve
Weihl. The ticket booths were framed at Avers’
home and then transported to the stadium where
they were assembled. The siding and roofing were
then installed, followed by cosmetic work to make
the ticket booths resemble castles. Outside lighting
was installed to make the booths user friendly and to
add light to the grounds during sporting events.
Nathan, his family and friends accumulated 388
hours of work on the new structures.
Avers is a member of Troop 347 in Tontogany led
by Ryan Odendahl. He has been heavily involved in
Scouts for many years and began work on his Eagle
Scout project at age 14. Avers is way ahead of the
Eagle Scout national average age of 17. He is a
member of the Otsego High School FFA Chapter
and the track team. He is the son of Rob and
Michelle Avers of rural Bowling Green.

ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK
Each year since the 2017-18 school year, Otsego High School
selects a book and gives every student a copy as part of our
Character Development and Literacy initiatives. Through this
our staff hopes to:
1. Foster a culture of cooperation and citizenship.
2. Promote literacy and encourage the growth of knowledge.
3. Create a community connection through a shared reading
experience.

This year's book is Chop Wood, Carry Water: How to Fall in
Love with the Process of Becoming Great by Joshua
Medcalf. It is a powerful story of one man’s journey to achieve
his life long goal of becoming a samurai archer. Guided by
his mentor, the man comes to realize the greatest adversity
on his journey to reach his personal goals is the challenge of
defeating the man in the mirror. Each chapter of the book
contains mini lessons about embracing the necessary hard
work it takes to achieve your hopes and dreams.
The book has been spread out by having students focus on a
single chapter each week and that chapter’s theme. Students
are emailed challenge questions and, once a week during
their success period, they are given time to read the chapter
for that week and answer questions for personal growth and
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reflection. To encourage others
to participate, an online link is
shared with the entire
community.
Important themes covered
throughout this year will include:
• Rising to the level of your
training when under pressure
• Greatness requires/demands hard work (Embracing the
dirty, hard work)
• Overcoming anxiety
• Consistency and faithfulness over talent and resources
• Developing heart, posture and gratitude
• The journey (process) is more important than the
goal/destination
• Avoiding comparisons
• Mental toughness
Here are the books that were used in the first two years of the
program:
Year 1: Choosing Courage: Inspiring True Stories of What It
Means to Be a Hero by Peter Collier
Year 2: The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch

The Otsego Endowment Foundation (OEF) is a
non-profit organization established to provide
enriching educational opportunities not
otherwise available due to school budget
constraints. In the recent past, the OEF has
funded extraordinary projects and provided
more than $168,000 in funding for school
initiatives and $14,000 in education awards to
graduating seniors since 2012.
The OEF, through the efforts of board
members since 1989 and through continuous
contributions and an annual reverse raffle
event, makes a difference in the education and
lives of the students in the Otsego community.
The organization prioritizes sponsorship of
grants that start up new programming or
provide equipment/materials that are used in
on-going initiatives that could not otherwise be
supported by the district.
Some examples of recently funded projects
include:
■ Virtual Reality headsets in the
classroom - $14,843
■ Elementary STEM/STEAM
projects and supplies - $7,840
■ High School STEM lab and
supplies - $12,300
■ Junior High Coding and Circuitry
course materials - $5,056
■ Junior High Coding, Gaming and
Drone class - $3,683
■ 3D Printer for High School
Geometry and Robotics classes $3,326
■ Weighted lap pads for
classrooms - $2,300
■ Community garden supplies $3,000
The OEF relies on the continued support of
the Otsego community. Its Board of Trustees
meets the second Monday of each month
(September - May) in the High School Library.
If you are interested in learning more,
becoming involved, or becoming a member,
please contact a current board member. Details
will be released soon on the annual Reverse
Raffle event and the OEF is hoping to see many
community members there. For more
information about the Otsego Endowment
Foundation, please contact Andrew Vollmar
(andrew.vollmar@gmail.com) or Ashley Severt
(asevert@otsegoknights.org), Co-Chairs of
the Board, or visit the website at
www.otsegoknights.org and click on Our
District, then Endowment Foundation.
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ATHLETICS

LEAGUE HONORS - FALL 2019
Cheerleading:
All Academic - Jenna Shawberry
Boys Golf:
2nd TEAM - Michael Budge
Girls Golf:
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to Districts
NBC League - Player of the Year - Olivia Jackson
1st-Team - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
2nd-Team - Camryn Tussing
Honorable Mention - Summer Berry
All-District Honors 2nd-Team - Olivia Jackson
Honorable Mention - Maggie Lehsten, Hope London
All Academic - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
Cross Country:
Boys' Team - NBC League Champions
Girls' Team - 5th in the NBC
1st Team - Ashton Serrato, Ian Wallace
2nd Team - Gabe Simpson, Jason Jones, and Bella
Mancuso
Honorable Mention - Joseph Brewster
Regional Qualifier - Ashton Serrato
All Academic - Will Agan, Jason Jones, Joseph
Putnam, Gabriel Simpson, Kale Vollmar, Ian Wallace
Volleyball
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to District Semi-Finals
Brynne Limes - District VII, Division III Player of the
Year, NBC League Player of the Year
Ellie Roberts - 2nd Team All District VII, Division III
1st TEAM NBC - Brynne Limes, Ellie Roberts
2nd TEAM NBC - Taylor Cepek, Janelle Moser
Honorable NBC - Hannah Smoyer
All-Academic - Brynne Limes, Ronee Loftis, Janelle
Moser, Hannah Smoyer
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TO OTHERS

News

OTSEGO LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

18505 Tontogany Creek Rd., Suite 1
Bowling Green, OH 43402
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Abby Gase is a gold-medal winning swimmer who has
competed in meets across the United States, Canada and
South America. Quite impressive for the Otsego High
School Junior, but what is even more impressive is that she
competes with a disability.

OTSEGO LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

“When I was young, I never really had an interest in
swimming,” says Gase. “I played little kid’s soccer for awhile.
Then I got sick with pneumonia when I was four. The virus attacked the myelin sheath around my
spine and left me with lesions on the spinal cord. I lost the use of my left leg and most of my right
leg.” Her participation in sports was on hold until a family friend suggested she try swimming with the
Bowling Green Swim Club. That suggestion turned out to be life altering for Gase.

SCIENCE + ZOO = FUN
Katie Gregorsok’s fifth grade students are learning
some awesome things about our planet thanks to a
partnership this year with the Toledo Zoo. The Zoo
is assisting the class with its life science unit through
two classroom visits and one virtual learning
opportunity. Lessons cover food chains and webs,
ecosystem roles, symbiosis, invasive species, and
endangered species.

“I was nine-years-old at the time that I started swimming, and I really wasn’t very good,” admits
Gase. “But I kept at it, and three years later I was much more competitive. As I continued to
improve, I began to think that I wanted to be as good as I could possibly be.” Today, Gase
competes against able-bodied swimmers as a member of the Otsego High School swim team.
This past August, she competed against other athletes with disabilities at the Lima 2019 Parapan
American Games in Lima, Peru.
Athletes with disabilities receive a classification based on their level of impairment, and Gase
competed in five events at the Games. Her goal was to get on the radar of the United States
Olympic & Paralympic Committee. At the Parapan American Games, the junior medaled in four
of her five events, winning gold in the 100 backstroke. She also won bronze medals in the 50
freestyle, 50 butterfly and the 200 individual medley and finished fourth in the 100 freestyle.
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Gase has made the most of her young life so far and has adopted a very positive attitude towards her
disability. “If I had never gotten sick, I would probably have never started swimming,” says Gase.
“When I’m in the pool, I feel free. So, I’m thankful that my disability gave me that opportunity.”
How does she feel being a local celebrity? “It’s cool to have all of the support, but at the same time
it’s a little weird,” says Gase. “I’m not huge on wanting attention for myself. But I realize that I can
be an inspiration to others with disabilities, and I am beginning to feel I can be an advocate for
them.” As an example, she is currently working on an English class paper and is focusing on
transportation issues for those with handicaps.
Gase hopes to qualify and receive an invitation to the Summer 2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo,
Japan. She is the daughter of Mary and Bill Gase of Tontogany.

FORECASTED
Revenues
Property Taxes
Income Taxes
State Aid
All Other
Total Revenue

Fiscal Year
2020
5,424,928
3,053,675
6,383,761
1,559,505
$16,421,869

Girls Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
NBC Honorable Mention - Kylie Brinkman
All Academic - Kylie Brinkman, Anna Greehagen

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits
Purchased Services
Supplies & Capital
Purchases
Other Expenses
Total Expenses

Boys Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
2nd Team NBC - Zach Canterbury
Honorable Mention NBC - Jeffery Windnagle,
Cameron Roehl, Evan Harves

Excess of Revenues 174,923
over (under)
Expenses
Estimated General $4,876,980
Fund Balance
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12,621,750
2,207,101
858,291

Fiscal Year
2021
5,963,822
3,122,383
6,387,347
1,569,039
$17,042,591
13,120,009
2,262,278
881,000

559,804
561,175
$16,246,946 $16,824,462

Fiscal Year
2022
5,976,340
3,192,637
6,391,105
1,613,860
$17,173,942
13,531,160
2,318,835
892,560

Fiscal Year
2023
5,990,753
3,264,471
6,395,040
1,635,025
$17,285,289
14,000,633
2,376,806
904,291

Fiscal Year
2024
6,007,032
3,337,922
6,399,150
1,682,576
$17,426,680
14,487,053
2,436,226
916,194

542,402
543,607
$17,284,957 $17,825,337

544,715
$18,384,188

218,129

(111,015)

(540,048)

(957,508)

$5,095,109

$4,984,094

$4,444,046

$3,486,538

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

We presented our School Board with a balanced budget for the
next two years. We have been fortunate to see increases in our
Property and Income Tax collections, and we will start receiving
money from the NEXUS pipeline this year. There has been a
slight decrease in funding from the state, but overall we are seeing
growth in our total revenue.
We have been working hard to reduce costs the best we can. Our
solar field and LED project should be completed and running by
December. A huge benefit to this project is that it required no
capital investment from the school. We are anticipating an average
savings of $100,000 per year over the life of the project. We are
continuing to invest in safety measures, cutting edge educational
resources and using constant maintenance to protect our
community’s investments.

“On their first classroom visit, the zoo staff played a
game to help students understand how energy is
transferred in an ecosystem,” says Gregorsok. Two
students were selected to be the "sun" and were given
a container of beads that represented energy. The
sun had to transfer the energy/beads to the
producers (plants) in the ecosystem. The plants then
had to give some of their beads to the herbivores
(plant eaters) that then had to transfer the energy to
the carnivores (meat eaters). Fewer beads were given
up during each of the transfers. “Students were able
to understand that some energy is used to help living
things grow, and not all of the energy is passed on to
the animal’s predator,” says Gregorsok.
Students also observed over 25 different animal
samples, most of which were skulls while a few were
insects. Students were asked to hypothesize whether
the animal was a carnivore, omnivore, herbivore, or
decomposer based on characteristics such as its teeth
and eye placement. “We learned that herbivores have
flat teeth for grinding plants, carnivores have sharp

teeth for tearing meat, and omnivores have both,”
says Gregorsok. “We also discovered that prey
animals usually have eyes on the side, while predators
have eyes in front to facilitate hunting.”
The second zoo visit was virtual using a webcam to
connect with the zoo staff. “They showed us around
their aquarium, and our students observed many
examples of symbiotic relationships,” says
Gregorsok. “We learned that clownfish and
anemones are an example of mutualism because
they help each other. Anemones help clownfish by
providing them with a place to live. Clownfish help
anemones by scaring away predators with their
bright colors.” Gregorsok says students learned about
commensalism in which one animal benefits and the
other is unaffected. Sharks and remoras fit this
description. Remoras are fish that swim near sharks
and benefit because sharks scare away their
predators. They are also able to eat scraps of food
left by the sharks. Sharks leave the remoras alone and
are not bothered by them. The class also learned
about parasites, which help only themselves when
they harm another animal. Sea turtles act as parasites
to jellyfish because they take a bite out of the jellyfish
without killing it.
“My students really enjoyed the interaction with zoo
staff members. They were able to ask questions
about ocean animals and see many different exhibits
around the aquarium,” says Gregorsok. The final

“We are very grateful for the time spent with us by
zoo members,” says Gregorsok. “It is a wonderful
way for students to learn about our world.”

Something on your mind about Otsego Schools? Sit down in January with
Superintendent Adam Koch and Treasurer Steve Carroll for an informal
conversation. There will be no agenda or registration. Both administrators believe
it is important to provide regular opportunities throughout the year to meet with
community members and share district accomplishments, new initiatives, and
the overall progress of Otsego Schools. We hope to see you there!

Looking ahead, we are projecting that we will begin deficit
spending in three to four years. Being proactive on this will allow
better planning and greater transparency. We will meet with our
Business Advisory Council to share some revenue ideas, and we
will discuss those ideas with the School Board.
Thank you,
Adam Koch, Superintendent, and Steve Carroll, Treasurer

classroom visit will feature a zoo representative who
will teach the class about endangered and invasive
species. Students will also be able to communicate
virtually with another zoo colleague.
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Jan. 9, 8:00 am - Otsego Central Office (Tontogany, HS Commons Entrance)
Jan. 16, 8:00 am - Haskins Village Hall
Jan. 23, 8:00 am - Grand Rapids Library
Jan. 30, 8:00 am - Weston Library
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ATHLETICS

LEAGUE HONORS - FALL 2019
Cheerleading:
All Academic - Jenna Shawberry
Boys Golf:
2nd TEAM - Michael Budge
Girls Golf:
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to Districts
NBC League - Player of the Year - Olivia Jackson
1st-Team - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
2nd-Team - Camryn Tussing
Honorable Mention - Summer Berry
All-District Honors 2nd-Team - Olivia Jackson
Honorable Mention - Maggie Lehsten, Hope London
All Academic - Olivia Jackson, Maggie Lehsten, Hope
London
Cross Country:
Boys' Team - NBC League Champions
Girls' Team - 5th in the NBC
1st Team - Ashton Serrato, Ian Wallace
2nd Team - Gabe Simpson, Jason Jones, and Bella
Mancuso
Honorable Mention - Joseph Brewster
Regional Qualifier - Ashton Serrato
All Academic - Will Agan, Jason Jones, Joseph
Putnam, Gabriel Simpson, Kale Vollmar, Ian Wallace
Volleyball
NBC League Champions, Team Advanced
to District Semi-Finals
Brynne Limes - District VII, Division III Player of the
Year, NBC League Player of the Year
Ellie Roberts - 2nd Team All District VII, Division III
1st TEAM NBC - Brynne Limes, Ellie Roberts
2nd TEAM NBC - Taylor Cepek, Janelle Moser
Honorable NBC - Hannah Smoyer
All-Academic - Brynne Limes, Ronee Loftis, Janelle
Moser, Hannah Smoyer
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Abby Gase is a gold-medal winning swimmer who has
competed in meets across the United States, Canada and
South America. Quite impressive for the Otsego High
School Junior, but what is even more impressive is that she
competes with a disability.

OTSEGO LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

“When I was young, I never really had an interest in
swimming,” says Gase. “I played little kid’s soccer for awhile.
Then I got sick with pneumonia when I was four. The virus attacked the myelin sheath around my
spine and left me with lesions on the spinal cord. I lost the use of my left leg and most of my right
leg.” Her participation in sports was on hold until a family friend suggested she try swimming with the
Bowling Green Swim Club. That suggestion turned out to be life altering for Gase.

SCIENCE + ZOO = FUN
Katie Gregorsok’s fifth grade students are learning
some awesome things about our planet thanks to a
partnership this year with the Toledo Zoo. The Zoo
is assisting the class with its life science unit through
two classroom visits and one virtual learning
opportunity. Lessons cover food chains and webs,
ecosystem roles, symbiosis, invasive species, and
endangered species.

“I was nine-years-old at the time that I started swimming, and I really wasn’t very good,” admits
Gase. “But I kept at it, and three years later I was much more competitive. As I continued to
improve, I began to think that I wanted to be as good as I could possibly be.” Today, Gase
competes against able-bodied swimmers as a member of the Otsego High School swim team.
This past August, she competed against other athletes with disabilities at the Lima 2019 Parapan
American Games in Lima, Peru.
Athletes with disabilities receive a classification based on their level of impairment, and Gase
competed in five events at the Games. Her goal was to get on the radar of the United States
Olympic & Paralympic Committee. At the Parapan American Games, the junior medaled in four
of her five events, winning gold in the 100 backstroke. She also won bronze medals in the 50
freestyle, 50 butterfly and the 200 individual medley and finished fourth in the 100 freestyle.
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Gase has made the most of her young life so far and has adopted a very positive attitude towards her
disability. “If I had never gotten sick, I would probably have never started swimming,” says Gase.
“When I’m in the pool, I feel free. So, I’m thankful that my disability gave me that opportunity.”
How does she feel being a local celebrity? “It’s cool to have all of the support, but at the same time
it’s a little weird,” says Gase. “I’m not huge on wanting attention for myself. But I realize that I can
be an inspiration to others with disabilities, and I am beginning to feel I can be an advocate for
them.” As an example, she is currently working on an English class paper and is focusing on
transportation issues for those with handicaps.
Gase hopes to qualify and receive an invitation to the Summer 2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo,
Japan. She is the daughter of Mary and Bill Gase of Tontogany.

FORECASTED
Revenues
Property Taxes
Income Taxes
State Aid
All Other
Total Revenue

Fiscal Year
2020
5,424,928
3,053,675
6,383,761
1,559,505
$16,421,869

Girls Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
NBC Honorable Mention - Kylie Brinkman
All Academic - Kylie Brinkman, Anna Greehagen

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits
Purchased Services
Supplies & Capital
Purchases
Other Expenses
Total Expenses

Boys Soccer:
Team Advanced to the Sectional Final
2nd Team NBC - Zach Canterbury
Honorable Mention NBC - Jeffery Windnagle,
Cameron Roehl, Evan Harves

Excess of Revenues 174,923
over (under)
Expenses
Estimated General $4,876,980
Fund Balance
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12,621,750
2,207,101
858,291

Fiscal Year
2021
5,963,822
3,122,383
6,387,347
1,569,039
$17,042,591
13,120,009
2,262,278
881,000

559,804
561,175
$16,246,946 $16,824,462

Fiscal Year
2022
5,976,340
3,192,637
6,391,105
1,613,860
$17,173,942
13,531,160
2,318,835
892,560

Fiscal Year
2023
5,990,753
3,264,471
6,395,040
1,635,025
$17,285,289
14,000,633
2,376,806
904,291

Fiscal Year
2024
6,007,032
3,337,922
6,399,150
1,682,576
$17,426,680
14,487,053
2,436,226
916,194

542,402
543,607
$17,284,957 $17,825,337

544,715
$18,384,188

218,129

(111,015)

(540,048)

(957,508)

$5,095,109

$4,984,094

$4,444,046

$3,486,538
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

We presented our School Board with a balanced budget for the
next two years. We have been fortunate to see increases in our
Property and Income Tax collections, and we will start receiving
money from the NEXUS pipeline this year. There has been a
slight decrease in funding from the state, but overall we are seeing
growth in our total revenue.
We have been working hard to reduce costs the best we can. Our
solar field and LED project should be completed and running by
December. A huge benefit to this project is that it required no
capital investment from the school. We are anticipating an average
savings of $100,000 per year over the life of the project. We are
continuing to invest in safety measures, cutting edge educational
resources and using constant maintenance to protect our
community’s investments.

“On their first classroom visit, the zoo staff played a
game to help students understand how energy is
transferred in an ecosystem,” says Gregorsok. Two
students were selected to be the "sun" and were given
a container of beads that represented energy. The
sun had to transfer the energy/beads to the
producers (plants) in the ecosystem. The plants then
had to give some of their beads to the herbivores
(plant eaters) that then had to transfer the energy to
the carnivores (meat eaters). Fewer beads were given
up during each of the transfers. “Students were able
to understand that some energy is used to help living
things grow, and not all of the energy is passed on to
the animal’s predator,” says Gregorsok.
Students also observed over 25 different animal
samples, most of which were skulls while a few were
insects. Students were asked to hypothesize whether
the animal was a carnivore, omnivore, herbivore, or
decomposer based on characteristics such as its teeth
and eye placement. “We learned that herbivores have
flat teeth for grinding plants, carnivores have sharp

teeth for tearing meat, and omnivores have both,”
says Gregorsok. “We also discovered that prey
animals usually have eyes on the side, while predators
have eyes in front to facilitate hunting.”
The second zoo visit was virtual using a webcam to
connect with the zoo staff. “They showed us around
their aquarium, and our students observed many
examples of symbiotic relationships,” says
Gregorsok. “We learned that clownfish and
anemones are an example of mutualism because
they help each other. Anemones help clownfish by
providing them with a place to live. Clownfish help
anemones by scaring away predators with their
bright colors.” Gregorsok says students learned about
commensalism in which one animal benefits and the
other is unaffected. Sharks and remoras fit this
description. Remoras are fish that swim near sharks
and benefit because sharks scare away their
predators. They are also able to eat scraps of food
left by the sharks. Sharks leave the remoras alone and
are not bothered by them. The class also learned
about parasites, which help only themselves when
they harm another animal. Sea turtles act as parasites
to jellyfish because they take a bite out of the jellyfish
without killing it.
“My students really enjoyed the interaction with zoo
staff members. They were able to ask questions
about ocean animals and see many different exhibits
around the aquarium,” says Gregorsok. The final

“We are very grateful for the time spent with us by
zoo members,” says Gregorsok. “It is a wonderful
way for students to learn about our world.”

Something on your mind about Otsego Schools? Sit down in January with
Superintendent Adam Koch and Treasurer Steve Carroll for an informal
conversation. There will be no agenda or registration. Both administrators believe
it is important to provide regular opportunities throughout the year to meet with
community members and share district accomplishments, new initiatives, and
the overall progress of Otsego Schools. We hope to see you there!

Looking ahead, we are projecting that we will begin deficit
spending in three to four years. Being proactive on this will allow
better planning and greater transparency. We will meet with our
Business Advisory Council to share some revenue ideas, and we
will discuss those ideas with the School Board.
Thank you,
Adam Koch, Superintendent, and Steve Carroll, Treasurer

classroom visit will feature a zoo representative who
will teach the class about endangered and invasive
species. Students will also be able to communicate
virtually with another zoo colleague.
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