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NEWS

Shanah Tovah!

May this New Year be blessed with health, happiness and many sweet moments!
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Rochelle Zell Jewish High School creates a culture of
academic excellence that inspires our students to think
critically and achieve their full potential, while preparing
them to live Judaism as responsible and involved citizens
in the modern world.

MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, TONY FRANK
As our most recent alumni from
the Class of 2018 head off to the
very bright future which awaits
them, the memory of their Siyum
and Graduation last May continues
to inspire. Over the years I have
frequently heard it said that among
many special days in the cycle of our school year, the
day of Siyum and Graduation stands out as the one true
high point. The Siyum in particular highlights a quality
of Rochelle Zell we believe is unparalleled at any other
high school, which is the uniquely close relationships
between our students and their teachers. It is manifest in
the eloquent and poignant tribute every single graduate
receives from one of his or her teachers during the Siyum
ceremony.
The success that Rochelle Zell graduates are poised
to achieve is not just personal success; it is that of a
transcendent, greater good. In their four years here they
become deep thinkers, not only about themselves – their
personal hopes and ambitions – but about the humanity
of others, and the power of relationships. Here are just
some comments from the Class of 2018 when we asked

them shortly before they graduated to tell us what
they see as the unique characteristics of Rochelle Zell
graduates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

RZJHS helps build empathy for other people
People here are kind and non-judging, and everyone
feels they can be themselves
People here radiate themselves truthfully
We have learned how to find and build community
We have the ability to bond over things we have in
common and things we don’t have in common; our
community is built on its differences
We know what a safe and healthy community is, and
should be

As these comments show us, our students’ time here
is not only spent absorbing the wisdom of others; they
acquire their own wisdom. They work hard to define their
faith, their identities, their connection to communities
of purpose, and their place in the world. In short, they
work to construct their own personal blueprints for living
Judaism as “responsible and involved citizens in the
modern world” (RZJHS Mission Statement).

MESSAGE FROM BOARD PRESIDENT, ALAN FRANKEL
Chai. Eighteen. Life. Even those of
us who otherwise shun superstition
often make an exception for chai.
We wear pendants with the word
chai. We give gifts and donations
in multiples of chai. In recent years
the Chicago Jewish community has
celebrated 36 Jewish leaders under age 36 – double-chai.
Our alumni are appearing with increasing frequency on
that list, and they are sure to be well represented on the
list for generations to come.
Our seniors were born along with the school – they
have never known a world without Rochelle Zell Jewish
High School. But it has taken the sustained efforts of our
community to give them the opportunity to experience
Rochelle Zell. On September 10, 2001, two dozen
students walked through the doors of what was then
Chicagoland Jewish High School for the first time, in a
temporary home in Morton Grove. They were greeted
that day and during the remainder of their time at the
school by an astonishing array of faculty and staff –
professionals who had other opportunities but, like
the students and their families, believed in the
mission of the school.

I had the great privilege in June to address our graduating
RZJHS Class of 2018. As I told them then, building and
sustaining the school is a collective enterprise:
“Isaac Newton famously said that if he has seen further,
it is by standing on the shoulders of giants. Newton had
nothing on us. We are here today as part of a 3,000-year
legacy. Without this legacy of a nation – a people, culture,
and religion – there would have been no point to this
school. And without the tenacious leadership of a few
visionaries in our own community twenty years ago, the
school would not exist. Our school is infused with the
energy that is generated when the community undertakes
a great project. That energy carries us all forward through
the challenges, and then from success to success.
We need your students, we need you to spread the word
about the amazing things that happen at our school,
and we need your continued financial support. With
your help, generations to come will go forth as proud
graduates of Rochelle Zell Jewish High School.”
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish you
Shanah Tovah.
Alan Frankel
alan.frankel@coherentecon.com
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Message From Rabbi Zachary Silver, Rav Beit Sefer
Early during sophomore year, our Talmud students study a mishnah that in many ways serves as
the backbone for praying in our school community and beyond it. We read, “ein omdin lehitpalel
ela mitoch koved rosh.” We can only rise to pray the Amidah if we are in a state of “koved rosh.”
From the Hebrew root meaning heavy, we must deem the task ahead of us to be weighty. We can
only pray if we are concentrating fully, if we have proper intention.
Tefillah, like most activities that we care about, takes preparation — and we must place ourselves
in the proper space to do so, both physically and mentally. The Gemara’s commentary then asks a question about the
Biblical origins of this concept. The Talmud settles on a verse from the Book of Psalms: “Ivdu et Hashem b’simcha,
v’gilu birada/Worship God with Joy, and Rejoice in Trembling.” Rejoicing with our full hearts does not preclude a
certain seriousness. Perhaps we are able to rejoice precisely when we are also experiencing awe. I think this verse
captures the essence of what it means to be a student at Rochelle Zell.
To begin with the first half of the verse: “Worship God with Joy.” On the final day of the school year, we have senior
exit interviews, where we have the opportunity to hear from students about their education. In response to the
question, “What are the unique characteristics of a Rochelle Zell graduate,” one student responded, “We’re not afraid
to be a bit goofy. And that’s encouraged.” We particularly appreciate student quirkiness because it accentuates the
unique qualities of each individual.
And the second half of the verse, “V’Gilu birada.” And rejoice, as well, in trembling. Rochelle Zell students are at
their best when they are in deep conversation. What is the role of our community? To provide a space to speak about
the issues that are core to our shared humanity. To give voice to our vulnerability. It is precisely because of the full
embrace of both sides of this joy and trembling continuum, that we are able to live the verse with such sincerity.
Joy and piety oscillate one to another. They feed off each other. This is what it means to have koved rosh. It is what it
means to be a part of our Rochelle Zell community.

Message from Jason Loeb, Academic Dean
This past May, I had the wonderful
opportunity to attend my first
Siyum at Rochelle Zell Jewish
High School. As teachers warmly
and genuinely reflected on their
unique relationships with each
student, I was awestruck by the
palpable emotions felt throughout the room. By the end
of the event, I had gotten to know each of the graduates
intimately through this meaningful ritual that has come
to define the Siyum. Never before had I witnessed such
a beautiful ceremony in a school community. Beyond
serving as a cornerstone event in our calendar, the Siyum
is a perfect representation of what our school values
are. These values resonate from the profound impact
that teachers have on our students through their caring
relationships. For me, attending the Siyum validated that
there is no other school quite like ours, and that there is
nowhere else I would rather be than here.
It is an honor to serve as the new Academic Dean of
Rochelle Zell Jewish High School. Building on the
foundation established by my predecessor, I am excited
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to partner with the entire community in supporting
the next generation of Jewish leaders. Having served in
public education for over 10 years, the choice to enter
the realm of Jewish day school is a personal mission for
me. My own Jewish day school education was the most
formative experience in my life. It served to guide me
in defining my Jewish identity and deeply enhanced
the spiritual life of my family. As Academic Dean, I will
support our school in providing that same opportunity
for our students. Previously, I served as the Principal
Intern, Data Team Coordinator, and English Instructor at
Kenwood Academy High School. Additionally, I served
as the English and Foreign Language Department Chair
for UIC College Prep. These various roles in teaching and
leading have afforded me a unique perspective that I hope
will serve the various needs of our students, parents, staff,
and community members.
As we embark on a new year together, I look forward to
meeting everyone in the community. I wish you and your
family a Shanah Tovah U’Metukah. May this be a sweet
new year of growth, collaboration, and warmth for our
community!

Academic Achievements
DECA WINS BIG

Of the 27 students that competed
in the DECA annual finance and
business competition, 14 students
finished with medals, while earning
33 medals overall. Nine students
finished with overall medals in their
event. Thirteen students earned
one or more medals in individual
competitions.

2018 ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARS

Kol hakavod to the 22 distinguished and hardworking
students named as Illinois State Scholars for outstanding
academic achievement by the Illinois Student Assistance
Commission: Idan Chazan, Noah Cope, Michael
Daugherty, Anna Ecanow, Gabrielle Ecanow, Eli Ecanow,
Ayelet Goldson, Claire Gruenberg, Hadar Halivni,
Ben Hirsch, Lisa Klein, Ethan Laney, Isabelle LaVarre,
Joshua Levitas, Liam Lynch, Emma Mati, Livia Moses,
Eli Nasatir, Max Pivo, Grant Primer, Joseph Schrayer
and Sarah Tenner.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS: FIRST PLACE

For the fourth year in a row, Rochelle Zell Jewish High School placed
first among over 300 schools from 23 different countries represented
at the National High School Model UN conference in New York City.
The team was honored by Deerfield Mayor, Harriet Rosenthal.
Emma Mati (‘18) said, “What makes MUN unique at RZJHS is that
it is a team effort. We support each other throughout the preparation
process and the conference. Diplomacy isn’t a one-man show; it
demands teamwork and compromise. We really took that to heart at
the conference.”

2018 NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED SCHOLARS

Mazal tov to the five Rochelle Zell students who were named National
Merit Program Commended Students: Anna Ecanow, Gabrielle Ecanow,
Ben Hirsch, Ethan Laney and Max Pivo.

DID YOU KNOW?

In May 2018, 60 students took 111 Advanced Placement exams. 21% of
the scores were 5, 59% of the scores were 4, and 91% of the scores were 3
or higher. Sixteen students were named National AP Scholars, five students earned the AP Scholar with Distinction
Award, and five students earned the AP Scholar with Honors Award.
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Jim Baumstark, Math Department Co-Chair
Where did you work prior to
teaching Mathematics at RZJHS?
I was a finance executive at Allstate.
My “business world” experiences
included actuarial consulting,
financial product development,
corporate finance and investment
and risk management.
What brought you to Rochelle Zell?
I did my student teaching at Niles West High School.
When a position opened up at Rochelle Zell, my
department chair recommended me for the job. This was
a great opportunity that suited my goals and objectives
perfectly – part time, a child-care friendly schedule and
location, and colleagues that would help me learn the
ropes of teaching.
You were one of the chaperones on the 2017-18 Israel
trip. What are two aspects of that experience that stick
with you and why?
One thing that sticks with me was how I really felt the
weight of ancient history everywhere. My previous
sense of what was “historic” was something like walking
the Freedom Trail in Boston. I also feel I finally now
have a good understanding of the complicated way that
nationality, religious identity and ethnicity intertwine
in a tiny country of 14 million people.

and music at Brown. But the biggest reason I participate
in those things at RZJHS is that I feel it is important for
students to see their teachers in contexts outside of the
classroom. I also firmly believe in the value of liberal arts
and being well rounded – so in a sense I’m just practicing
what I preach.
What advice do you have for prospective families?
I would highlight the uniquely high-quality relationships
that students and teachers develop here. The teaching and
learning that can take place when the right relationships
exist is truly transformative.
What do you do when you aren’t teaching?
I primarily try to still spend time being “dad” to my
now high-schoolers Matthew and Maggie. This means
spending lots of time at the softball field and in various
music venues.
Volunteering also takes up a fair share of my time. I
was elected to the District 34 school board in Glenview
last year, and I also serve as treasurer for two nonprofit organizations affiliated with my kids’ activities.
And finally, I enjoy cooking, playing trombone in the
Glenview community band and singing at my local
church.

What is on your wish list for the next 5-10 years with
Rochelle Zell?
What did it mean for you as a teacher to see students in I would love to see the enrollment at our school double
a new context while on the Israel trip?
over the next 10 years. RZJHS is such a special place –
My favorite part of being a chaperone was the ability
it would be great to share it with more families.
to get to know the entire senior class as only a handful
Tell us about a proud moment you have experienced
had been previous students of mine at the time of the
at RZJHS.
trip. And then I had 23 of them second semester in AP
Economics. The shared experience we had in Israel really There is a lot to be proud about with our school. But
without a doubt, my proudest moments at RZJHS occur
got that class off to a great start.
every May during the Siyum for our graduating seniors.
What has it meant for you to be involved in the musical I can think of no other event which so perfectly captures
showcase both as a trombone player and singer?
the essence of our students, our faculty and the unique
Music has always been an important part of my life. In
culture of the school.
fact, most people don’t realize I double majored in math
Lishma: Faculty Torah Study Program
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Dr. Rebecca Schorsch, Director of Jewish Studies and chair of the Lishma program, writes
“Throughout the year, faculty and staff get together monthly, on a voluntary basis, to study
and reflect upon a range of themes connected to Jewish tradition, Jewish calendar and
general themes of interest to us as individuals and a community of educators. For example,
inspired by Parker Palmer’s idea of schools as communities of truth made up of teachers
and staff who bring “identity and integrity” to their work, we came together to learn from
one another about what motivates and inspires our sacred educational endeavors at RZJHS.”

Educational Travel experiences
Junior New York Trip
What are the characteristics of the American Jewish experience, both at the time of immigration and now? How
did 9/11 shape New York and the country as a whole? What are the most important issues that Jewish leaders are
thinking about and acting on today? These are some of the topics that juniors address as they spend three days during
the fall in New York on a trip that serves as a laboratory for the essential questions that we consider in the junior
English, Social Studies, and Jewish Studies curricula.
Highlights from the trip include:
• 9/11 Memorial and Museum
• Interactive presentation at the Tenement Museum
• Learning with Chancellor Arnold Eisen of the
Jewish Theological Seminary
• Studying with Rabbi Shai Held and Rabbi Ethan Tucker
at Mechon Hadar
• Volunteering at the Masbia Soup Kitchen in Brooklyn
• Meeting with Haroon Moghul of the Shalom Hartman
Institute, author of How to be a Muslim: An American Story
• Tony-Award winning play Come From Away
• Concert at Carnegie Hall

Alumni Reunion in NYC

Sunday, October 21, 2018
Live in New York?

Join our faculty and 11th grade
students for lunch and a reunion.
For details,
contact rabbisilver@rzjhs.org.

Senior Israel Experience
A Rochelle Zell education empowers our students to understand their unique place in the world and the Senior Israel
Experience serves as the capstone of Rochelle Zell students’ Jewish education. Developing a strong and sophisticated
love and commitment to Israel is central to our school’s mission.
The trip has three main educational goals over the course of three weeks:
• Studying Israel as a Jewish and democratic state along both political and religious axes
• Experiencing Israel as the center of Jewish and Hebrew culture
• Exploring Israel in its geographic and environmental context in the Middle East
Idan Chazan (’18) offered his reflections on the trip,
which he delivered on Yom HaAtzmaut to 500 students
from around the Chicagoland area: “Wherever and
whenever you are in Israel, you often find yourself
witnessing history unfold before your eyes.”
“This January, I had the distinct privilege of not only
touring the Israeli Supreme Court, but sitting in on a
historic case. I had the opportunity to listen to several
arguments around the Women of the Wall case. While
I could not make out every single word spoken, I
understood enough to recognize the magnitude of this
present event. Moreover, it made me cognizant of the
immense history that unfolded in that very room. Lastly,
it instilled in me the responsibility to continue this legacy
and fight for what I believe is right and beneficial for Israel. Overall, Israel’s unique and often overwhelming history is
one that I want to take on, one that I cherish, and one that I hope everyone in this room will embrace.”
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Athletics Program Achievements

For the first time in Rochelle Zell history, Grant Primer - Haverford College (Men’s Basketball) Jenna Miller Yeshiva University (Women’s Basketball) and Guy Ostroff - Illinois Institute of Technology (Men’s Basketball)
signed National Letters of Intent, which indicate their commitment to participating in the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) colleges and universities in the United States.

Boys Cross Country won their eighth Chicago Prep Conference
Championship meet in a row.

Girls Cross Country placed 2nd at the Chicago Prep Conference
Championship meet.

Boys Varsity Soccer advanced to the Chicago Prep Conference
Tournament Championship for the first time in six years.

Girls Varsity Basketball earned the Sportsmanship Award for the
Chicago Prep Conference.

Boys Volleyball won their first Chicago Prep Conference
Tournament Championship. They were also named Regular Season
Champions and earned the Sportsmanship Award.

Baseball won the Silver Bracket Championship in their first
appearance at the Columbus Baseball Invitational and also
earned the Sportsmanship Award.
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Making the move: Transferring to Rochelle Zell
Zoe Diamond (’19)
The summer before junior year I thought about transferring schools but never really wanted
to talk to my parents about it. I found out about Rochelle Zell from my friend and went to
shadow and fell in love with the school. The teachers genuinely care about my well being and
want me to thrive today and after high school.
Transferring was hands down one of the best decisions I ever made. I try to take advantage of
every opportunity that comes my way whether it’s meeting with teachers privately or going to
school-sponsored events. Transferring also let me have more time to focus on my passion—art. Last spring, I placed
in a state art competition and am currently enrolled in a pre-college program at Rhode Island School of Design
(RISD). Since I loved anatomy class, I’m incorporating it into my drawing at RISD! I’ve been playing volleyball since
freshman year at public school and when I transferred I continued to play to be active and part of a team. I love that
everyone knows everyone and the teachers all coordinate with each other so we don’t have an overload of homework.
I met the challenges and got the best grades this semester I’ve ever had. There is more than just Judaism at Rochelle
Zell, there’s a spiritual aspect blossoming throughout the school and every single faculty member and student here.
I feel an overwhelming sense of inclusivity and joy spreading when we sing ‘Hallelujah’ as a school. I am so happy I
made the decision to transfer – it has shaped me into a more confident, independent, and grateful being!
Lucy Rowe (’20)
The transfer process to Rochelle Zell went smoothly because of the way the faculty
communicated with me and my family. Orientation day was helpful and I ended up making
a lot of friends after a single day and school hadn’t even started yet. There really is no way
to describe this community. It’s the kind of thing you have to experience for yourself. The
kindness and openness I see from everyone every day is astounding, and it rubs off on you.
I’m suddenly social, love meeting new people, and I just feel better about every aspect of
myself. I’m almost getting straight As. Everyone here wants the best for one another, and
that’s an amazing thing to be a part of.
Classes are thought-provoking and make you look at things from different angles. I’ve learned to analyze a story
in multiple ways and apply it to a current situation. I even wrote a speech about the story of King Solomon and
compared it to my transition to RZJHS. To my surprise, chemistry became one of my favorite classes last year! I was
worried about the dual curriculum but was pleasantly surprised by how well the faculty balanced my schedule.
My favorite class at school is Vocal Music. This summer, I attended a Juilliard program for classical voice. I love
music. It’s something I want to study more in depth down the line. I’m particularly interested in musical theatre
composition. Last year, I volunteered at my temple as a Machonik and participated in Selah. I’m planning on doing
the same this year and I’m looking forward to being a song leader.
Students transfer to Rochelle Zell from across the Chicagoland area,
out of state and internationally.
Barrington High School
Deerfield High School
Evanston Township High School
Glenbrook North High School
Glenbrook South High School
Hannah Sachs Bais Yaakov High School
Highland Park High School
Hinsdale Central High School
Ida Crown Jewish Academy

Lane Tech
Metea High School
New Trier High School
Niles West High School
Roycemore School
Stevenson High School
Wheeling High School
York Community High School
Israel, Spain, Argentina, and Brazil

64

transfer
students
have enrolled
at Rochelle Zell Jewish
High School since the
2011-2012/5772
school year.
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RZJHS Alumni: Where Are They Now?
Rachel Braun (’09)
I attended Washington
University in St. Louis, focusing
on International Studies and
Political Science. I spent my
time in college traveling,
including one summer on
an exchange program in the
former republic of Georgia,
one summer studying art and religion in Paris, and a
semester studying in Morocco. I learned Arabic with
dreams of becoming a political advisor on the Middle
East, but while studying in Morocco, I took some time to
really think about what I wanted out of my future career.
I found myself most fulfilled when I had the opportunity
to really talk with people about their passions, their
beliefs, and their struggles. I thought back to who I had
always turned to in my own life, and the rabbis of RZJHS
were at the top of the list. So, when I came home I nixed
my plans of Law School and applied to Rabbinical
School instead!
I began my rabbinic studies at the Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles. I fell in love in LA
with a rabbinical student who found a job in the small
town of Middletown, New York, leading me to my next
chapter at the Jewish Theological Seminary! I transferred
to JTS in the Fall of 2015, spending a semester studying
in Jerusalem before returning to New York to finish my
studies. In the Summer of 2016 I married that rabbinical
student, Rabbi Marcus Rubenstein in a small outdoor
ceremony in Glenview.
In May 2018, I was ordained from The Rabbinical School
at JTS, with a Masters of Jewish Education from the
Davidson School. I am now working as the Director
of Jewish Education and Engagement at the Jewish
Federation of Greater Orange County, NY, finding ways
to engage our Jewish population in Jewish life, learning,
and community.
I am forever grateful to RZJHS for laying for me a
foundation of skills, from Hebrew to Talmud, that would
set me up for a successful and fulfilling career in the
rabbinate. But more than anything, my rabbis, teachers,
and mentors at RZJHS set me on the path toward
becoming a rabbi, modeling everyday what it means
to create an intentional learning community. I hope to
spend my rabbinate trying to give to others what RZJHS
gave to me.

Zachary Erlichman (’13)
I graduated from the University
of Wisconsin, Madison in
May 2017 with a major in
biology. Since then, I have
started medical school at Tufts
University School of Medicine.
The path was definitely
difficult at times, but many
of my experiences at RZJHS made me much more
prepared for the workload and the level of independent
management that comes with it. I learned that basic
classes are very important, but fostering relationships
with faculty/students and being involved in a multitude
of discussions you find yourself passionate about creates
a more impactful learning experience. I hope to one day
be a surgeon and help patients be educated and active
advocates for themselves in discussions. RZJHS taught
me the path to a conclusion was just as important as the
final decision.
Teachers at RZJHS helped me find meaning to every
word I wrote or said in a discussion. Going back over
my work, I made sure that I was precise, concise, and
clear. We also looked at the many nuances in writing and
the ability to look at experiences from multiple lenses.
Not only did this apply to my written work but in seeing
patients, these critical thinking skills were essential.
Understanding perspective has made all the difference
in some patient cases I have had so far. I had one patient
who did not speak English and had just immigrated
after the disaster in Haiti. I had to use a translator for the
entire time and understanding the slight differences in
words made a huge difference to diagnosis. In addition,
considering the multitude of factors contributing to this
patient’s health, we were able to identify other important
factors such as lack of health insurance and adequate
food security as playing large, somewhat indirect roles.
In some patients, being open to opinion can make all
the difference.
In the Talmud, we learned that even an opinion
ultimately deemed “wrong” was still included and
necessary in the discussion in order to make the most
meaning for the end result. A doctor should never be
an additional source of scrutiny and judgment, so the
openness I learned at RZJHS laid the foundation for
providing this type of care.

Please continue to share your exciting updates with us at tigers@rzjhs.org!
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Leah Cardona (’10)
Ever since I was in middle
school, I knew I wanted to be a
Food Scientist. I graduated from
Michigan State University in
May of 2014 with my Bachelor’s
degree in Food Science with a
Food Technology concentration
and a Jewish Studies Specialization. With my degree, I
was able to get a job in the food industry for product
development. For the past three years I’ve worked for
Pepsico on Gatorade research and development as a
product developer. I’ve recently accepted a new job with
Kraft Heinz, working on Lunchables, P3 and Philadelphia
Cream Cheese. I’m thankful for the teachers, friends
and family who helped me make my dream a reality. It
is very rewarding to see consumers at the grocery store
purchasing products I’ve worked on and taking them
home to their families.
I fell in love with running after participating in cross
country my senior year at CJHS. I’ve actively been
running the past four years completing five marathons,
15 half marathons and many more 10Ks and 5Ks. This
summer I decided to continue to challenge myself and
train for my first triathlon. When I’m not working or
training, I’m planning my wedding with my fiancé and
family. We’re getting married in September of 2019 and
we couldn’t be more excited!

Mazal Tov Alumni!

When I got to Bradley, the class size and professor
involvement reminded me a lot of my high school
experience. The importance of involvement that CJHS
encouraged its students to have inspired me to get
and stay involved in extracurricular activities. I was
part of Greek Life, Hillel, the sports broadcasting
club, intramural sports, dormitory activities, student
government and even helped to start a new Jewish
organization that let us bring Chabad onto campus.
My desire to consistently participate in these activities
stemmed from being active as a high schooler and
wanting to continue that in Peoria.
I have volunteered with Keshet, Temple Shalom, Ronald
McDonald House, PAWS and the Williams Syndrome
Association. I hope to impact my community by being a
person that does not judge those around me, understand
that someone may be going through something we’re not
aware of and to be a resource to those that want to learn
about the sports or media industry or anything else I can
help with.

Engagements

Weddings

• Jacob Stoehr (’08) & Ilana Rosenzweig

• Rebecca Hartz (’05) & Ron Schrag (’09)

• Josh Warshawsky (’08) & Adina Allen

• Matthew Silverman (’07) & Kira Heller

• Emily Pogrund (’09) & Chaim Safier

• Peri Axelrod (’10) & Scott Babendir

• Leah Cardona (’10) and Scott Venus

• Louis Shekhtman (’10) & Rachel Tiferet ben Yaakov

• Jamie Levin (’10) & Daniel Hochberg (’12)

• Sarah Comar (’14) & Avigdor Hanson

• Matthew Levin (’10) & Mollie Elkin
• Sammy Botbol (’11) & Ari Goodman
• Natalie Salzman (’11) & Matan Yosef
• Lauren Steinberg (’12) & Zoosie Bloomberg
• Aaron Drexler (’14) & Carly Rubin (’14)
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Alan Bukingolts (’09)
I graduated from Bradley
University in May of 2013.
Since then I have worked for
the Chicago Bulls, Paragon
Marketing Group, IEG, The
Marketing Arm and now Fox 32
Chicago in the areas of ticket/
advertising sales, sponsorship consulting and experiential
marketing.

Babies
• Evan (’04) & Miriam Dreifuss
• Ari (’05) & Zahava Berkowicz
• Lisa (Banoff) (’05) & Matthew Rothenberg
9

Student Life
were donated to No Shame on U, an organization
dedicated to eliminating the stigma associated with
mental health conditions and raising awareness in the
Jewish community and beyond.

“End the stigma.” This was the key message
underpinning DEAP’s focus on Mental Health awareness
last year. DEAP, Rochelle Zell’s Direct Service, Education,
Advocacy and Philanthropy club devoted the year to
elevating many voices regarding mental health, providing
space and language for students to learn from experts
and to express themselves about their personal journeys
and struggles. The philanthropy branch raised over
$11,000 through a series of creative projects, including
an online auction where RZJHS families and local
organizations could donate their goods and services,
students cleaning houses for community members in
preparation for Pesach, and partnering with Mizrahi
Grill to collect 10% of the sales from lunch. All proceeds

In May, before presenting a check to Miriam Ament,
Executive Director of No Shame on U, Joey Schrayer
(‘18) reflected on the choice to focus the yearlong effort
on Mental Health: “In choosing this topic in the fall,
we did so because we believe that our community here
at RZJHS is one of the most caring and supportive
communities around. As a result, we felt that it was
imperative that our community become more aware of
mental illnesses and become better equipped to assist
those who are struggling.”
Students from S.T.A.N.D.,
the human rights club
at RZJHS, sponsored
carnival-style games and
treats to raise money for
LifeStraw, a company that
provides safe drinking
water in the
developing world.

What’s New: Fine, Performing and Literary Arts
This year, Stu Jacobs,
Student Activities
Director and Bible
teacher teams up with
Vocal Music Ensemble
Instructor Ellen Singer
as Co-Chair of the Fine,
Performing and Literary Arts Program (FPLA).
While Mr. Jacobs leads Model UN, Debate, BroadcastMedia Seminar, Yearbook, and Literary Journal, Mrs.
Singer will chair the Music, Dance, Drama and Visual
Art programs in addition to overseeing the Spring
Musical and Showcase performances. This is her fourth
year as Music Director, second as Co-Director of the
Spring Musical, and her fifth year as Vocal Music
Director.
Mr. Jacobs said, “It is hard for me to believe that I just
wrapped up only my first year at the school. I’m excited
to continue supporting our students in following their
passions and developing their leadership skills in the
10

realm of club and special activities. I also can’t wait to
get back into the Tanakh and Talmud classrooms with
our 10th and 11th graders to explore texts from our rich
tradition that are the backbones for what it means to be a
Jew and live a Jewish life.”
Mrs. Singer said, “I look forward to spending more time
at school and getting more involved with the FPLA
programs, including developing stronger relationships
with the FPLA staff as well as the staff as a whole.”
It’s official! Billy Surges has also increased his role at
RZJHS by bringing his expertise in media production
to our Broadcast-Media Seminar. Mr. Surges coached
girls basketball last year at RZJHS and has been working
diligently with our Marketing Department on promo
videos for the school. In this course, students will have
frequent opportunities to capture the amazing things that
RZJHS students are doing day in and day out, and will
hone their skills of video editing and production, all to
create polished, professional-style broadcasts on a regular
basis throughout the school year.

DEVELOPMENT
In November 2015, Rochelle Zell Jewish High School received three major gifts
which ultimately reduced our debt from over $14 million to less than
$7.5 million, and greatly reduced future interest expense. A loan guarantee from
the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago enabled us to obtain a bank loan
which we will be able to retire in nine years, leaving us debt free 17 years earlier
than under the previous debt structure. We will always be grateful to the Zell
Family Foundation, the Harvey L. Miller Supporting Foundation and the Crown
Family for these generous gifts, and to JUF for its invaluable assistance and support.
The three major gifts, which also led to the renaming of our school, were given to the school to reduce and ultimately
eliminate our debt first and foremost. In addition, we must continue to raise over $1.5 million each year to meet
our annual operating budget, which sustains all we do including academic programs, tuition assistance, athletics,
extra-curricular activities and more. For this reason, your support remains critically important.
Tuition alone does not cover the total cost of educating our students. Nearly half of our students receive tuition
assistance. Offering support enables the school to attract a more diverse student body, providing our students a richer
educational and social experience. A founding policy and philosophy of the school is to enroll any qualified Jewish
student who wishes to attend regardless of financial circumstances.
Two years ago, in honor of Mr. Bruce Scher’s ongoing support of our students and our school, we created the Bruce
Scher Academic Dean’s Tuition Assistance Fund, which is part of our Annual Campaign. Everything contributed
to the tuition assistance fund will go directly towards assisting families in providing a Jewish education for their
students. In addition, the Annual Campaign supports operating costs and sustains our academic programming and
extra-curricular activities.
Please consider a new or increased contribution to the Rochelle Zell Jewish High School Annual Campaign.
If you have already made a gift to this year’s campaign, thank you.
To make a gift:
• Go to our website at www.rzjhs.org and make an online donation
• Mail a check or pay by Visa or MasterCard with the enclosed response envelope
• Call our development office at 847.324.3720
Your commitment to providing a quality Jewish education for all of our students is greatly appreciated.

Parent Organization
The Rochelle Zell Parent Organization is gearing up for a great year!
We have exciting Adult Education and Social Event plans in the works
for 2018-2019/5779.
Watch your e-mail for information on all of our programs throughout
the year. There are many opportunities to get involved with us. Please
contact us at po@rzjhs.org with questions, comments or to volunteer.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Cindy Taitz and Lisa Levitas
Rochelle Zell PO Co-Presidents
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Siyum 2018
The end of each academic year culminates in a Siyum ceremony in which teachers speak about each graduating
student. Parents, siblings, grandparents and special friends gather to hear teachers speak directly to their students,
praising their unique contributions to the class, their talents, a time when they stood out and shined. At Rochelle Zell
Jewish High School, teachers know their students. They are cared for. They are celebrated for their uniqueness.
Former Academic Dean, Bruce Scher reflected, “Siyum is the day where everything that is extraordinary comes to the
surface. It is not only the culmination of the study of Torah and general studies at Rochelle Zell, it is a celebration of
the relationships that students have made with their teachers and it is an opportunity for them to recognize that all
they have done in four years is preparation for yet another beginning. It’s one moment in time that has been created
by four years of moments. Students are not solely measured by a two digit number, they are measured by the quality
of their character.”
Shira Eliaser spoke for Liam Lynch and said, “From the smallest quark to
the greatest bond of covenantal love, you want to know how it fits into the
greater whole. You ask the greatest questions and are never satisfied with
canned or pedantic answers. You unify your passion for truth with science,
philosophy, Torah, and the arts. You’ve got rhythm, you’ve got eloquence,
and you’ve got faith. You search until you find the truth, and you express
that truth in rhythm and poetry with every fiber of your soul. If Lin-Manuel
Miranda specialized in political science and physics instead of poetry and
history, he’d look a lot like you.”
Livia Moses expressed in her d’var Torah at Siyum, “Our community comes together in the classroom, as well as in
the beit knesset. We come together through kavanot on Friday mornings where students bravely share their journeys
and struggles. In beautiful, silent moments in all-school tefillah, students share their stories, narratives of struggles
and strength dealing with mental and physical health. As each student shares, we listen in awe to the courage of our
peers to be vulnerable. Each kavanah helps us learn a little bit more about those in our community, uniting us in our
unfinished growth. In spaces of prayer we find and offer comfort, celebrate and suffer together.”
June Kramer shared these observations about Daphne Budin, “You remind
me of the matriarchs of the Bible, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah, without
whom we would not be here. Like the great matriarchs of faith, you don’t
wait to be told what to do; you quietly take initiative. One of the things I
find so wonderful about you is the way your influence extends to the wider
world, at Gidwitz, for example, where your smile lights up the residents’
lives, as well as on a deeply personal level. You are a loyal and trusted friend.
You inspire confidence and confidences, for you are an empathetic listener
and a person of deep integrity. Like the matriarchs of the Bible, you are fully
present in your community, doing mitzvot big and small.

“You give us the opportunity to grow, both intellectually and
emotionally. Believe it or not, you’ve shaped who we are. You saw our
potential and you doubled it. You’ve helped us lead our clubs, you’ve
been at games and shows when you never needed to be, and you’ve
become our friends. This school is famous for its teachers because of the
way you help us grow.”
— Sarah Tenner (’18)
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Mazal Tov To The Class of 2018/5778!
“Without our past, we would not have a beautiful RZJHS menorah.We worked
so hard to build our strength, our spirituality, and our light, and now that all of
our lights are lit, we can start to be the ‘conduits of spiritual light descending
onto the Jewish people.’ We needed our past to move toward the future. We
needed each individual light, each semester, added one on top of the next, until
we have a full menorah, a full high school experience. And now that we have our
full menorah, we can shine our spiritual light wherever we go moving forward.
We stand before you now, not in might, and not in power, but in spirit, ready to
go out into the world and shine our beaming lights.” — Hadar Halivni (’18)

“At RZJHS, we have had the privilege of intellectual growth and
understanding what it means for each one of us to be a Jew and a citizen of
the world. We have investigated why we do what we do, and we have not
just been expected to accept everything. We have been taught to never stop
asking questions. We have learned about ourselves, why we are special as
humans and as Jews, and why our community is so special.”
— Guy Ostroff (’18)
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2018 – 2019/5779
October 12–13, 2018
Freshman Shabbaton

March 5 – 10, 2019
Model UN Conference

October 30 & November 6, 2018
Parent/Teacher Conferences

March 24, 2019
Spring Musical

November 4, 2018
Open House for
Prospective Families

March 29 – 31, 2019
All-School Shabbaton

November 17, 2018
Homecoming
December 9, 2018
Placement Test
(prospective freshmen)
December 24, 2018– Jan 4, 2019
Winter Break

April 17 – 26, 2019
Pesach Break
May 22, 2019
Athletic Recognition Night
May 23, 2019
Grandparents/Special
Friends Day

January 6 – 23, 2019
Senior Israel Experience

May 24, 2019
Last day for seniors/
all-school BBQ

January 14 – 18, 2019
Final Exams

May 26, 2019
Prom

February 10, 2019
Placement Test
(prospective freshmen)

May 29, 2019
Siyum and Graduation

February 12, 2019
Curriculum Night
(prospective families)
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May 30, 2019
Last day of classes
June 3 – 6, 2019
Final Exams

A partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our community.
Affiliated with Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools.
Accredited by the Illinois State Board of Education and The Independent Schools Association of the Central States.
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