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“Where Children Are Always First”

District Teacher of the Year Captures Creativity in the Classroom
Anyone who steps into Robert Urban’s classroom will quickly notice
how engaged his students are. Creativity fills every corner, and Urban’s
passion for visual arts cannot be ignored. Urban is the 2018-2019 District Six Teacher of the Year. Entering into his 26th year of teaching,
Urban was chosen among a select group of educators in the district.
This new title was announced during the District Six Awards and Recognitions program. Urban is a fine arts educator at Dorman who graduated from the University of South Carolina. He says, “I’m honored to
represent Spartanburg Six. We have an outstanding school district with
tremendous faculty, facilities, and community support.” When asked
what he loves most about his teaching career Urban says, “I get to make
and create art every day with my students.”

Farm to School Program A ‘Huge’ Success
Big things are happening out
on Cragmoor @ District Six
Farms. We are harvesting our
organically grown sweet potatoes, with some weighing in
at over 9 pounds. Once they
are picked, the sweet potatoes
are cured at 90 degrees and 90
percent humidity for about 5-7
days. Then students in our cafeterias can enjoy them in madefrom-scratch recipes. Our Farm
2 School team members are also harvesting our first round of
collard greens. The fall crops include broccoli, cabbage, and
turnip greens. We anticipate holding additional community Farmer’s Markets soon. Our school gardeners are also beginning to reap
the benefits. This month we have
harvested and tasted bok choy,
beets, and sweet potatoes. If you
would like to receive District Six
Farm to School updates follow us
on Instagram @sd6_farmtoschool
and Facebook - District Six Farm to School.

Two Dorman Students Ranked
Among the Top in the Country
Congratulations to Dorman seniors Claire Younger
and Harshavardhan Srijay who were both named
semifinalists
in
the 2018 National
Merit Scholarship
competition. More
than one million
students across the
United States enter
this competition,
but less than 1%
are selected. This recognition is based on academic record, test scores, and academic achievement. They will go on to compete for some major
college scholarships.

District Six Honors Our School Level
Teachers of the Year and Support Staff of the Year

Every member of the District Six family
is an essential part of student achievement.
We recently celebrated our Teachers of the
Year and Support Staff of the Year, on the field,
just before one of our home football games.
Each was given a one-of-a-kind jersey and
congratulated by Superintendent Dr. Darryl
Owings, their families, and the crowd.
We genuinely appreciate the unwavering
dedication each offers in creating a districtwide culture of success.
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Fall Sports Teams Bring Their Best Game
The Dorman High School fall
sports season is winding down and
it’s been a very successful year
so far for the Cavaliers. Three
Dorman teams have won Region
2-AAAAA championships with
several other teams still competing for titles as the season winds
down. The Dorman volleyball team finished the regular season as co-region champions along with Mauldin. The Lady Cavaliers, who are the two-time defending
state champions, finished the region schedule with a record of 12-2. They were
able to earn a number one seed in the Class 5A state play-offs by virtue of beating Mauldin in the region tie-breaking process. This is the 33rd year in a row
that the Dorman volleyball team has made the state play-offs. Dorman’s boys and
girls cross country teams won region championships after finishing first in their respective Region 2-AAAAA Championship Meets
on October 15th. The region meets were held
at the Dorman cross country trail. Both teams
battled through early season injuries to have
their best performance of the season so far at
the region meet. The defending state champion Dorman boys team defeated second place Hillcrest by an impressive 30 points
while the Dorman girls defeated perennial
state power Riverside by 19 points to earn the
region title. Both teams are looking forward
to being serious state title contenders at the
Class 5A State Championship Meet on Saturday, November 3rd in Columbia.
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Dawkins Opens a New
School Fitness Trail

Dawkins
Middle
School
unveiled a new walking trail for
students and staff. Coach Andy
Hallman secured funds through the
Mary Black Foundation as part of
a Healthy Schools Grant to build a
quarter-mile walking track in front
of and beside the eighth-grade
wing of the school. The ¼ mile loop
is the next step in comprehensive
wellness programming at Dawkins.
The new walking trail will serve
students and their families and
is well suited for walking and
running.

The New Fairforest Middle School Takes Shape

Students, faculty, and staff at Fairforest Middle are anxiously awaiting the
new school’s opening. The building is being constructed by McKnight, the
same construction company that built the Dorman High School College
and Career Center. The construction process is on time with an expected
opening of late June 2019. The state-of-the-art facility will offer classroom
and collaboration space for students to engage in the STEAM curriculum.

The Voice Behind Dorman High School
Sports Celebrates 50 Years

There are a lot of great things that make
Friday nights at Cavalier Stadium special.
But there is one unmistakable voice that rises above the crowd. Joe Sessoms’ distinctive voice has been a constant as the public
address announcer at John L. Martin Stadium and Cavalier Stadium. The Dorman
Athletic Department honored Joe before a Friday
night home game against Byrnes in recognition of his 50th year. Sessoms graduated from Dorman in 1966. Pictured right:
Joe Sessoms poses with Athletic Director
Flynn Harrell, Superintendent Dr. Darryl
Owings and Dorman Principal Ken Kiser.

District Holds Another Round of D6 Games
Filled with excitement and anticipation,
four-hundred District Six students recently
participated in our exclusive D6 games.
The featured events in October were soccer, kickball, and track. These games, similar to the Special Olympics, help students
develop confidence and explore new skills.
Dorman student-athletes volunteer to assist
students during these events. These are excellent opportunities for all involved.
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Academic Team
Headed to National
Competition

Congratulations to the Dorman
High School Academic Team and
coach Cyrenna Moreno. Students
participated in the Virginia Tech
Quiz Bowl Fall Kick-Off and finished in 3rd place. They also qualified to compete in two upcoming
national competitions: The National Academic Quiz Tournaments in
Atlanta on May 24th and The Partnership for Academic Competition
Excellence in Reston,VA in June.

‘So Many Great Choices’
DHS Hosts College Fair

More than 70 colleges and
universities participated in Dorman’s
College Fair. In October, students
were given the opportunity to speak
with representatives and receive
information from numerous schools
both in and out of state. Students
walked the lobby of the College and
Career Center gathering information
from colleges and universities of
interest. What a great opportunity for
students.

Building a Strong Future: PGS Students See the Hard Work of their Labor

Several Pauline-Glenn Springs students and staff recently visited the Habitat
for Humanity home they helped raise funds for during the 2017-2018 school
year. In less than five months PGS students raised more than $21,000 toward the
construction of this home. As a fifth grade PGS leader, Anna Reid Nelson said,
“It looks really, really good! I’m happy for the Haney Family, and I hope that
they will have a wonderful life in their new home.” Lee Close, the Executive
Director of Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg
says, It was the first time an elementary school had
come forward to raise funds for a Habitat Home,
and we were completely blown away not only
by the amount they were able to raise, but by the
spirit of the students, staff, and Mrs. Million. They synergized and developed creative
ways to leverage community resources, and we are so grateful for their partnership and
their willingness to build a better life for Doresha Haney and her children.”

CDC Students ‘Strive for 5’ to Keep Learning Alive

The Child Development Center recently began a new incentive program to encourage 4K students to attend school each day and arrive on time. Attending school
regularly and on time has a significant impact on a student’s academic success starting in 4K and continuing through high school and beyond. To assist families with
these goals, the CDC implemented ‘Strive for 5.’ Parents view the incentive board
each morning and see colorful stars for each week that their student arrives on time
five days per week. Incentives will be awarded throughout the school year.

RES Students Leave Their Mark

Roebuck Elementary celebrated International Dot Day in September. International
Dot Day is named for the classic Peter H.
Reynolds storybook The Dot. The Dot is
the story of a caring teacher who dares a
doubting student to trust in her own abilities
by being brave enough to “make her mark.”
RES students, teachers, staff, and parents
were encouraged to read the book and
participate in activities focused on growth
mindset in learning. Everyone “made their
mark” by creating unique dots and sharing
with our learning community.

Students Prepare for Region Orchestra

Congratulations to our District 6 Orchestra Program.
Seventy-eight students were
selected through a rigorous
audition process for the Region Orchestras. Fifty-two
were selected for the high
school orchestras and 26 for
the middle school orchestra. The Region One performance will
be held at Chesnee High School on November 10 at 5:00 p.m.

AMES Receives Grant for Arts Program

Anderson Mill’s related arts team
was recently awarded $17,995.00
for their Disguised Arts Program,
“Arts in Action.” Funds will be
used to provide students with culturally diverse visual and performing arts learning experiences throughout the year, such as artists-inresidence, performing artists and innovative technology. Visual and
performing arts teachers will also have the opportunity to attend the
SC Department of Education’s Summer Arts Teacher Institutes.
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District Students ‘Sing-On’ at ACDA Conference

Approximately 100 students from
Spartanburg School District Six were
selected to participate in the SC American
Choral Directors Association’s Fall
Conference Honor Choir.
Students
traveled to the College of Charleston, and

for two days these students in grades
5-12 rehearsed with clinicians from all
over the country. They performed in a
series that was open to the public and
held at St. Matthews Lutheran Church.
What a tremendous opportunity.

West View Teachers Visit Hope Center For Children
On the heels of Compassionate Schools
training, teachers from West View
Elementary school expanded their
knowledge with a visit to the Hope
Center for Children. Educators learned
more about the residential care the
home provides children who have been
removed from their homes because of
abuse or neglect. This training provided
teachers and administrators with a
comprehensive look into how the DSS
system works and resources available to
parents and children in the community.

Gable Volleyball
Serves it Up

Wins Peachtree Conference

The Gable Middle School Volleyball team recently celebrated being
named 2018 Peachtree Conference
winners. Coach Haley Dill says this
veteran team had great attitudes and
worked well together all season.
Three girls were also named AllConference: Emma Bright, Kennedy Holmes, and Katelyn Renfrow.

Greenhouse Brings
Learning Experiences

Fairforest Middle School Students Share
Lessons on Native Americans

Students at Fairforest Middle School are sharing their learning with elementary students throughout District Six. FMS students recently unveiled their
Native American Traveling Museum. The eighth graders were presented with
a challenge to create a traveling museum they could share with third-grade
students at our feeder elementary
schools. The museum will help all
students involved learn about the
characteristics of Eastern Woodland Native American groups.
Students did an outstanding job
presenting the information in both
written and created form. The museum will spend one week at Jesse
S. Bobo, Arcadia, Lone Oak, and
Fairforest Elementary Schools.
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At Dorman Freshman Campus, the
District Six Greenhouse serves as an
outdoor classroom for our Agriculture
classes and STEM classes. This
semester STEM students are using
the greenhouse as a research space
to investigate the effects of solid and
water quality on deer tongue lettuce
plants. Students are also learning
about the benefits of hydroponics
while growing kidney bean plants.
The students will present their findings
in their research presentations at the
end of the semester.

District Six Students Leave Lasting Impression at Local Art Competition
The Visual Art students of District Six had a fantastic
display of artwork at the Piedmont Interstate Fair
and won many awards. Over half of the visual art
fair ribbons were awarded to District Six students.
Two Dorman High School students won top awards
for their artwork: Maddie West won the Susan West
Best High School Artist award, pictured left. Sarah
Hoffman, won Best Watercolor, pictured right. Visit
www.districtsixarts.com for the full gallery of winners.

Lone Oak Holds Fun-Filled
Family Literacy Event

Lone Oak Elementary recently hosted its
annual Literacy Night. This year’s event,
held September 27th, was titled Literacy
Luau! The event carried on our schoolwide Luau theme this year. Parents and
students were invited to take part in many
activities. Literacy night included fruit
kabob making, Literacy Limbo, reading
by a waterfall, bookmark making and
also a visit with the Spartanburg Public
Library Book Mobile. Families were
also given an opportunity to shop at the
school’s Scholastic Book Fair.

Jesse Bobo Students Soar to New Heights

Career Day at Jesse S. Bobo took flight with helicopter pilot William Strickland, from the Spartanburg Sheriff’s Department. Looking
at the royal blue skyline, the students waited anxiously and began
to cheer as the helicopter
came into view and landed
on the playground. Pilot
Strickland talked to the students about his job and answered numerous questions
from inquisitive future leaders. Numerous community
stakeholders encouraged students to strive for academic excellence,
including an equestrian trainer, fencing instructor, drug identification
analyst, a limousine chauffeur, biologist, robot designer and many
more. Three of the presenters were former Bobo students.

Local Actors Share Experiences at Dorman

Dorman’s School of Arts and Humanities
recently partnered with a professional
theater group to share Shakespearian
culture and theatrical experiences with
students. The Warehouse Theater’s
professional actors group, out of
Greenville, held workshops for students
during the day. They also worked in conjunction with our technical theatre
students to hold a performance of “The Tempest,” in our Fine Arts Center.

Freshman Campus Students Initiate Community Drive

What began as a small group discussion in English class became a passion project for
students in Julie McDowell’s third block class at Dorman Freshman Campus. Students
were discussing needs in our community and decided they wanted to make practical steps
to help. The class met with Terri Jeter, the District Six Social Worker, to learn more about
ways that District Six serves the needs of our community and brainstormed ways that they
could help. The class decided to hold a food drive and collect items for families in need.
As the holiday season approaches, DFC will hold a school-wide drive to support the cause.
It is incredible to see students identify a need and find a way to serve our community.
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Fairforest Elementary Students are Up to ‘Code’

Fairforest Elementary students are learning to work
with the school’s new Ozobots. Students in every
grade level experimented with drawing paths for
the bots to follow. These fifth graders, pictured left,
experimented with color-coding commands for the
Ozobots. Students figured out how to change the
speed and direction by using different color combinations on their drawings, and they even discovered
a few tricks, like “zigzag” and “tornado” spinning.
Soon, students will begin block coding, which will
give the bots more complex instructions.

AMES Offers Enrichment Through Engineering

Fourth graders at Anderson Mill constructed
mechanical Lego fans using the engineering design
process. Students had to plan, design, construct and
improve their Lego fan designs. During this lesson
critical thinking, problem-solving and teamwork
were evident. Students had a fun and engaging time
taking on the job of an engineer for a day.

Gamecock’s Encourage the Love of A Good Book

Woodland Heights was excited to welcome
Cocky’s Reading Express to their school. This is
an award-winning literacy program that inspires
children across South Carolina to become lifelong readers and learners. All kindergarten
through second grade students heard USC
students read their favorite books during an
assembly. Students also received a free book and
a high five from the Gamecock mascot Cocky.

Arcadia Opens the Year with Exciting Rally

Arcadia welcomed the new school year in an exciting way, A Back
to School Rally. An original skit
performed by the teachers ended
in a surprise dance performance
by new Arcadia principal, Jay
Seegars. Seegars showed off his
dance moves while the teachers
joined him. The student audience
became involved by moving,
singing, and clapping to the
music. The rally gave the student
body a chance to meet Mr. Seegars and get excited about the new
school year. The school theme for the year, “Dream, Believe, and
Achieve,” was introduced. The rally ended with a challenge from Mr.
Seegars to follow the theme and achieve new goals.
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The Dorman Theatre
Department is honored to
be selected to participate
in the Disney Theatrical
Productions pilot program. DHS will be piloting One-Act Plays based
on the Marvel superhero
comics. Peter Parker
and the Kid Who Flew
by Leah Nanako Winkler
will perform Monday,
December 10 at 7pm.
Stature by Nick Blaemire,
featuring Cassie Lang,
and Hammered by Christian Borle, featuring Thor
and Loki, will perform
January 31-Feb 2 at 7pm.
This is a huge honor for
DHS to be selected by
Disney to pilot these fantastic scripts.

Teaching Speed and
Sportsmanship

RD Anderson’s, Colton Smith, has been
named the 2018 Laurens County Speedway
602 Late model Champion. Smith is the
Machine Tool instructor at RDA. In addition
to educating students, he invests a lot of time
behind the wheel. Congratulations on this
exciting accomplishment that his students
will certainly admire.

District Six Christmas Card Contest Winners
It’s hard to believe that the holidays are right around the corner. District Six is
proud to announce the winners of the District Six Christmas card contest! We use
student artwork rather than purchasing retail cards. Below are this year’s winners.

“Christmas Reindeer”
Belen Ramirez
Arcadia Elementary

“Christmas Night”
Matilde Estrada
Lone Oak Elementary

“Country Style Christmas
Ava-Reese Painter
Pauline-Glenn Springs Elem.

“Happy Holidays”
Aggie Romansky
West View Elementary

“The Snowy Night”
Kailey Guerrero Gaiton
Fairforest Middle School

“Sleigh Ride”
Grace Novak
Dawkins Middle School

"A D6 Christmas"
Design by: Cara Fisher
12th Grade - Dorman High School
Art Teacher: Robert Urban

“Brighten Up Your Christmas”
Chloe Bishop
Gable Middle School

District Six
Middle School Bands
Join Forces with the
Marching Cavaliers

“Snow Day”
Mable Ni
Dorman High School

“Christmas Night”
Matthew Gibson
Dorman Freshman Campus

“D6 Christmas”
Cara Fisher
Dorman High School

“Southern Winter”
Maddie West
Dorman High School

On October 12th over 150 eighthgrade Band members from Dawkins,
Fairforest and Gable performed with
the Dorman Marching Cavaliers
on the field for pre-game. Songs
included: God Bless America, the
National Anthem, the Dorman
Alma Mater and Fight Song. In the
stands, the 8th grade Band members
also joined the Marching Band on
several pep tunes such as Hand
Clap, Eye of the Tiger, Crazy Train,
and All I Do is Win.

Looking for Ways to
Connect with District Six?

Hear Something! See Something!
Say Something!

Safety Tip Line (864) 216-4384

The Mission Of Spartanburg School District Six

“Spartanburg School District Six, where children are always first, ensures the highest quality education for all children by
providing a highly qualified staff, a challenging curriculum, first-class facilities, and a safe and nurturing environment.”
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