ויהיו בני ישראל במדבר וימצאו איש מקשש עצים ביום
השבת
The Bnei Yisrael were in the wilderness and they found
a man gathering wood on the Shabbos day. (15:32)

The Maharal m’Prague (Gur Aryeh), notes
that the mekoshesh eitzim, one who gathered wood
on Shabbos, carried out his act of contempt during
the second Shabbos of the Jews in the wilderness.
Apparently, they observed the first Shabbos. Chazal
teach (Shabbos 118b) that had they observed two
Shabbosos, they would not have experienced the
bitter exile. Shabbos is the great panacea which
would have protected them. Why did the mekoshesh
desecrate the second Shabbos? He acted for the sake
of Heaven (or so he believed), in order that people
would realize that Shabbos observance was serious
business. When they would see the punishment
meted out against someone who desecrates the
Shabbos, they would think twice before acting
against the Torah.
Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, applies his
captivating imagery to describe the ascent of the
mekoshes eitzim to Heaven with the delusionary
thought in his mind that he (of all people) was
deserving of a front seat in Gan Eden. After all, by
desecrating Shabbos, he taught the entire nation a
valuable lesson. As he was waiting for his special
pass, the Angels in charge asked for a few moments,
while they showed him some meaningful scenes
from Jewish history – scenes that were, in effect, the
result of his “selfless” act of desecrating Shabbos to
teach the people a lesson.
They first showed him the Churban Bais
Hamikdash, destruction of the First Temple,
followed by the destruction of the Second Temple
and the Jewish nation’s exile from the Holy Land. This
was followed by the rivers of Jewish blood, results of
the systematic murders, pogroms, inquisitions and
holocaust that wreaked havoc on our people. Seeing
this, the mekoshesh began to wonder, “Why are you
showing this to me? I am here to collect my due for
the wonderful act of teaching the Jews the
significance of Shabbos.”
They looked at him and calmly responded,
“We simply would like you to see some of the results
of your wonderful selfless act of profaning the
second Shabbos of the year. Had you not desecrated
that Shabbos, there would have been no destruction
of the Temples, no exile, no pogroms, no inquisition,
no holocaust – just peace and serenity. If you
thought that your idea was so compelling, why did
you not speak it over with Moshe Rabbeinu? As the
preeminent Torah sage, he would have guided your
actions. You thought that you were smart. You now

realize that such a statement could not be further
from the truth!”
We must never forget that our minds and
thought process are, for the most part, subjective.
The mere feeling that we are acting l’shem
Shomayim neither sets nor determines the criteria
for l’shem Shomayim. For that decision we have
gedolei Yisrael, Torah giants, who are steeped in
Torah and its wisdom. They are the individuals who,
based upon their daas Torah, should render such a
decision.

Va’ani Tefillah
 וצדקינו במשפט- V’tzadkeinu ba’mishpat. And
treat us righteously/charitably in judgment.

Tzedek and mishpat are both forms of
justice – but unlike in nature. Tzedek is a form of
mitigated justice. When Hashem judges us, it is the
justice not only of a judge, but also of a loving father.
When He “decides” our fate, we have a much better
chance of receiving a compassionate verdict and
sentence. When we are judged by the Bais Din Shel
Maalah, Heavenly Tribunal, it is mishpat, strict
justice. In this prayer, we ask Hashem to influence
the Heavenly Court, such that our innocence will be
manifest to them. Ideally, we all want to be judged
by Hashem directly, rather than by His Agents.
Understandably, when the Judge who hears one’s
case also happens to be his Father, his chances for a
positive, compassionate verdict rise. Thus, we
conclude the brachah with the hope, v’tzadkeinu
ba’mishpat, that we should be judged favorably in
the courts of law, as if we were being judged directly
by our Father. Of course, Hashem loves justice, and
He wants justice to be served – but with compassion.
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Parashas Shelach
שלח לך אנשים
Send forth men, if you please. (13:2)

Rashi notes the words Sh’lach lecha, “Send
for yourself,” suggesting that the lecha, for yourself,
is superfluous. The pasuk should have said, Shlach
anashim; “Send men.” What is added by lecha? Rashi
explains that Hashem was intimating that He had not
commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to send spies: Ani eini
metzavecha; “I am not commanding you to do this.
It is up to you – if you want to do it – then you may
send.” Sometimes a person predetermines his
decisions. He is not going to change, to give in, to
concede that he might be in error. Nothing will
compel him to see the light, the error of his ways,
other than the error itself. Let him go, and when he
fails, he will realize that he has made a mistake. For
some, this is the only avenue. This type of person
must fail before he succeeds, since he refuses to face
the reality of his own fallibility. The nation
demanded spies. The people were beyond
convincing. They would not accept the fact that what
they demanded impugned Hashem as the One Who
had taken them out of Egypt, protected and
sustained them up until this very moment. Their
demand was ludicrous. They were not an army with
the ability, skill and weaponry to undertake such a
major battle. They were an aggregate of slaves
recently released from two centuries of brutal
servitude. Such a group only responds to a shlach
lecha – “go” and see for yourself. For them, this was
the only way.
The Lelover Rebbe, Horav Elimelech
Biderman, Shlita, renders this pasuk homiletically.
Rashi’s words: Ani eini metzavecha, “I am not
commanding you,” can be understood as: Ani, “I.”
Those individuals who are always prefixing their
statements with “I,” “me,” or “myself” are
individuals who view everything as if it is all about
them: they do; they achieve; they perform. Such
people refuse to recognize that everything which
they do is actually achieved via the grace of Hashem.
We do nothing; Hashem does it all. Those whose
world revolves around the ani, “I,” Eini metzavecha,
“I do not want you to send them as meraglim.” They
will not succeed. Hashem seeks men of humility,
individuals who recognize that everything is derived
from Him.
The Rebbe quotes Rabbeinu Yonah
(commentary to Mishlei 3:6) who teaches, “Know!

פרשת שלח

There are people who remember Hashem when they
are about to undertake a major endeavor, such as
setting sail over the sea, a trip by caravan, or a large
business deal. Unfortunately, when it involves matters
of a lesser nature, they seem to forget about Hashem,
because they consider the endeavor simple enough for
them to execute (on their own), or they think that,
since it is not of considerable import, even if they fail,
it will be an insignificant loss. (Therefore, they attempt
to do these deeds on their own and do not place their
trust in Hashem.)
“In order to correct this (misguided outlook),
the pasuk teaches, B’chol derachecha deieihu, ‘For all
your ways, know Him (remember Hashem)’. Whether
it is for large matters or small matters; for everything
is in Hashem’s Hands, and all of our achievements are
totally dependent upon His kindness. (Without
Hashem, we have no chance whatsoever of achieving
success in anything). Therefore, remember Hashem
for all your deeds, and He will guide and assist you.
Your bitachon, trust, in Hashem, will be immensely
rewarded, because it is so special in Heaven.”
Bitachon in Hashem pays off in success in
one’s life. We must accustom ourselves to
acknowledge Hashem for everything that happens in
our lives. Without Him, it would just not happen. We
have become so used to believing in ourselves that we
have lost sight of the real source of our success. How
easy it is to forget; how sad it is when we are
“reminded.” B’ezras Hashem, Baruch Hashem,
B’sayata diShmaya, should be our constant
catchphrases, because Hashem is our constant
protector and facilitator.
כל נשיא בהם
Everyone a leader among them. (13:2)

The word Nasi, prince, leader, is comprised of
four letters which, when separated, make up two
words which are opposites of one another. Nasi – nun,
sin, yud, aleph: within these four letters are the words
yeish, which means “there is,” and ayin, “there is
naught.” Otzar HaChaim sees this as an allusion to the
quality of a Nasi’s character. The Nasi who considers
himself to be a yeish (there is; he is something), in
actuality, has nothing; he is an ayin. The Nasi who
views himself through the eyes of humility, who sees
himself as an ayin, is thus a yeish. Such a Nasi has
something to offer: his sterling character and humility.

What happened to the Nesiim that were
their attitude changed. Not only were they now
sent
as
meraglim,
spies, to reconnoiter Eretz Yisrael?
prepared to go into battle – they went. We all know
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fell prey to gaavah, misplaced arrogance, because
question, but first, he describes the scenario (based
they had been elevated to the position of meraglim.
on Chazal) which so captivated Klal Yisrael, turning
Rather than view themselves in their true context as
them against Hashem and His chosen leaders. The
shluchim, agents of the nation, sent to bring back a
meraglim, spies, returned. Each spy entered his
report, they suddenly decided that Hashem required
personal family tent, did not say a word, but rather
their input. The nation could go no further until the
than lay down on a bed, lowered himself to the
meraglim returned with their report. They would
ground and began to tear out his hair. Next, he rent
determine the feasibility of successfully conquering
his garments. Seeing this frightening scene, his
Eretz Yisrael. It was all up to them.
family asked, “What happened to you? Why are you
How ludicrous! How audacious! How
doing this?” He did not respond, because he was too
delusional could one be to believe that G-d Who
“preoccupied” with grief.
brought Egypt to its knees required the assistance
Now that the individual had his family’s
and advice of twelve puny men!
undivided attention, he began to recount the details
It all boils down to arrogance. A little bit of
of the trip to the Holy Land – the land that was
kavod, prestige, distinction, eminence, can destroy
“supposedly” so good that the land would one day (if
one’s ability to see clearly. The most astute and
they survived the war) become their home. He told
clear-thinking individual can become so selfhis family about the massive giants, men of such size
absorbed, that what otherwise would be viewed as
and girth that they were human bulldozers. Nothing
ludicrous suddenly becomes cogent. There is no
could stand in their way. How could anyone attempt
question that a rational person would never have
to battle such giants?
imagined that Hashem required his assistance to
The spies’ plan was beginning to pay off, as
determine the Jewish army’s ability to conquer Eretz
the members of each individual family slowly began
Yisrael. One who overnight rose from citizen to
to weep. They, too, were now gripped with pain and
leader, from member of the tribe to its
fear. This was supposed to have been an easy trip, a
prince/leader, was sadly capable of falling into the
walk in the park. The way the spies described the
abyss of arrogance. Once a tragedy like this occurs,
upcoming battle for Eretz Yisrael, it appeared that
the disease that results is often incurable without
the Jewish People were about to become fodder.
extreme therapy and, in the aftermath, can cause a
Word was spreading. When crying and
person to lose sight of Who is the Creator and true
screaming emanate from a single tent in a “gated”
manhig, guide, of the world.
community, others hear and want to know the
A caveat which I think is appropriate. The
source of the grief. Soon everyone is weeping as fear
Torah writes that a judge may not accept a bribe, Ki
grips the members of each individual shevet, tribe.
ha’shochad ye’aver pikchim v’saleif divrei tzaddikim,
This was the plan. The meraglim knew that returning
“For a bribe will blind those who see and corrupts
to the nation and attempting to convince them all at
words that are just” (Shemos 23:7). If the Torah
once was futile. Just as one builds a fire for a
writes it, one may accept it as an absolute verity.
barbeque, moving a few coals wrapped in paper to
Bribery blinds; bribery perverts. Is there any greater
the side, until the fire becomes strong in one place
form of bribery than a little kavod which leads to
and is now ready for more coals to be added. They
gaavah? One who becomes haughty is self-bribed.
did not have a chance for success by addressing the
He becomes blind to himself because he begins to
entire nation at one time. They would have to
see through self-colored lenses. He now sees what
communicate in a piecemeal, tent-to tent, tribe-tohe wants to see. Such myopic vision is a form of selftribe manner until the conflagration of fear gripped
imposed blindness.
the entire nation.
Hashem saw all of this, and He said, “If you
are so afraid of entering the Holy Land – no problem.
וישכמו בבקר ויעלו אל ראש ההר לאמר הננו ועלינו אל
You will just remain in the wilderness for another
המקום אשר אמר ד' כי חטאנו
forty years. You will perish here, and the wilderness
They awoke early in the morning and ascended toward
will become your burial grounds. Your corpses will
the mountain top saying, “We are ready, and we shall
wither in the hot sand. That is your alternative to
entering Eretz Yisrael.”
ascend to the place of which Hashem has spoken.”
Immediately upon hearing this, the very
(14:40)
next day, a group of hardy individuals packed up
The other night, the entire nation had been
their gear and left for Eretz Yisrael. “We will do it!”
trembling with fright, weeping incessantly (and
they called out. “We will overcome and vanquish the
unnecessarily) with bitter tears, demonstrating
pagans. We realize that we were wrong. We have
abject fear that they would be forced to ascend to
sinned, and now we are going to make it right.” Well
Eretz Yisrael and conquer its inhabitants. Suddenly,
– they did not make it. What had transpired

overnight? The previous night, they had been
trembling with fear, and today they were prepared
to battle, regardless of the odds. What changed? As
soon as Hashem said, “Stay,” they were ready to
“move”. Why?
Rav Reuven relates that he presented this
question to Horav Reuven Fine, zl (Rosh Yeshivah of
Torah Vodaath), on the night before he (the Rosh
Yeshivah) passed away. Apparently, the Maggid (Rav
Reuven Karlinstein) was the last person to speak with
the Rosh Yeshivah, since, once he issued his reply to
the question, he spoke no more.
The Rosh Yeshivah replied, “You are
questioning the yetzer hora, evil inclination. When it
is necessary – there is fear. When it is not necessary
– there is no fear.” What did the Rosh Yeshivah
impart with this enigmatic lesion? What was his
answer to the question?
The Maggid explains: The yetzer hora is
likened to the se’or she’b’issah, yeast within the
dough. Dough is comprised of flour and water. As
long as it is left in its pure (flour and
water/unadulterated) state, it is fine. Once yeast is
added to the equation (mixture), the dough begins
to rise almost out of control. When the yetzer hora
hears the word “mitzvah” (Hashem has commanded
us to go to Eretz Yisrael), it immediately shifts into
“gear”, into yetzer hora mode, to prevent the
mitzvah from achieving fruition: “No way can we
make it”; “We will not have a chance for success”;
We will all be viciously killed”. The se’or she’b’issah
was taking hold, beginning to do its work, planting
fear in the hearts and minds of every Jew. Anything
to prevent the performance of a mitzvah.
Once the “mitzvah” was removed, once
Hashem had declared that they no longer were going
to Eretz Yisrael, the yetzer hora had no reason to
imbue the nation with fear. There were no
“challenges” (such as Hashem’s command) to
overcome. The evil inclination kick starts his evil only
when there is something to “achieve,” something
holy to obviate. This is why one who is a metzuveh
v’oseh – commanded to perform a mitzvah – and
carries it out, is on a higher spiritual plane (and
garners greater reward) than one who acts out of the
goodness of his heart. The metzuveh has to
overcome the challenge of the yetzer hora, which is
difficult, since the “evil” mode kicks in whenever one
attempts to do good. Apparently, the yetzer hora
sees no enduring challenge from the individual who
goes beyond the strictures of command. It is when
one executes the mitzvah in accordance with
Hashem’s will that the yetzer hora feels threatened
enough to act. In order for the good of the one who
performs the mitzvah to triumph over the evil of the
yetzer hora, the good must be sincere. Evil founded
on the shoulders of falsehood cannot succeed
against good that stands on the shoulders of
sincerity.

כי תבאו אל ארץ מושבתיכם אשר אני נתן לכם
When you will come to the Land of your dwelling places
that I give you. (15:2)

Chazal (Midrash Rabbah 17:3) ask why Eretz
Yisrael was called Eretz Canaan (after the pagan tribe
that inhabited the land prior to the Jewish nation’s
arrival). It is not as if they were a nation whose moral
demeanor was something of which to be proud.
Their spiritual affiliation was paganism. So why did
they warrant such distinction? Chazal attribute their
distinction to the fact that, when they heard that Klal
Yisrael was on the way to evict them from the Holy
Land, they cleaned up the land, preparing it for its
new inhabitants. Hashem said, “Since you prepared
the land for the new arrivals, it will be called by your
name. In addition, I will give you a country that is
equal in beauty to your land: Africa.”
We derive from here that clearing a place,
making room for others, is not a simple feat. While
we must give up on our position/place for others, it
is often carried out with great reluctance, dispassion
and, at times, acrimony. We certainly do not clean
and polish in preparation of the one who is assuming
our job or place. The people of Canaan acted
uncharacteristically in their preparation of Eretz
Yisrael for the Jews. Their reward was the land’s
name and the nation’s eventual move to Africa.
Horav Aizik Scher, zl, was the son-in-law of
the Alter, zl, m’Slabodka. He arrived in Yerushalayim
to Yeshivas Chevron (Slabodka) which was then
presided over by Horav Yechezkel Sarna, zl,
distinguished talmid, disciple, of the Alter. As soon as
Rav Sarna saw Rav Scher enter the bais hamedrash,
he cleared his seat (up front, as acting Rosh Yeshivah)
and made a place for his Rebbe’s son-in-law.
Rav Scher sat up front in the seat originally
occupied by Rav Sarna – for four days. He then asked
to have his shtender, lectern, moved to another seat.
Seeing this, Rav Sarna asked, “Rav Aizik, is my seat
insufficient that you seek to move elsewhere?”
Rav Scher replied, “Did you think for one
moment that I would take your seat? Such an
intrusion never entered my mind. All I wanted to see
was how a person could give up his (rightful) place
and give it to someone else. [It is one thing to
relinquish one’s position – but to someone else – it
is even more demeaning] After I sat there for four full
days and observed your sincerity in relinquishing
your seat, I learned what I wanted to learn. I can now
sit elsewhere.”
I think we take for granted the feelings and
emotions that prevail when one who has been in a
position for years must, due to age or salary
restriction, make way for the next generation. It is
difficult. It is often demeaning, but it is the way of
life. Some handle it better than others. Some put on
a better show than others. Some go so far as to
“prepare and clear” the place for an incoming
successor. These are special people, whose
achievements live on beyond their personal tenure.

