Our VISION:

Mākaha Elementary School is a community of learners who
inquire, reﬂect, and apply knowledge to become responsible,
well-rounded individuals.

Grade 6 Project Based Learning entry event

Our MISSION:

Mākaha Elementary School will create a school community and
culture that supports learning through:
●
Effective instruction
●
Standards-based classrooms
●
An array of learning opportunities that impact student
achievement and the development of the whole child

Left: Mākaha students
participating in a PBL
project to support the
Honolulu Zoo

Right: Grade 4
students tending to
the lo‘i at Hoa ‘Āina O
Mākaha

Our BELIEFS:

The Mākaha Elementary School community believes:
●
Every student will learn
●
The support of our students’ needs is essential for
success
●
All stakeholders will work together as a team

Mākaha Elementary School acknowledged as a HI Aware
School for “Doing what is right for children.”

SCHOOL DESIGN
At Mākaha Elementary School,
we believe “it takes a village to
raise a child” and starts with our
entire school community
supporting the building of a
positive, caring environment to
ensure every child feels a sense
of belonging.

Mākaha Strong

Mākaha Strong is our framework to create a safe place for learning
where all children can succeed. Mākaha Strong is our charge to
build relationships, engage community, increase rigor, create
relevance, and develop shared leadership. Student success is our
priority and we understand it means doing whatever it takes to
address and support the whole child.

CURRICULUM & LEARNING
Mākaha Elementary School is committed to equity and access for
all students and our curricular programs emphasize a variety of
resources and instructional strategies to ensure all students
receive differentiated support. Partnerships with ‘Ōlelo, PALS,
and Hoa ‘Āina O Mākaha (farm) provide students with relevant
learning opportunities that allow them to connect and interact
with their community. Building a sense of community activates our
students’ voices and provides opportunities to discover, create,
design, explore, take risks, engage collaboratively, and connect
and apply learning.

CORE VALUES & MINDSET
At Mākaha Elementary School, we believe EVERY student will
learn, and each child will be successful if he/she learns how to
RRPP (rip). We emphasize individual growth and each child’s
understanding that a successful learner knows how to be
Responsible, be Respectful, have a Positive Attitude, and how
to Persevere when learning becomes challenging. We teach,
model, support and challenge each child to show us how to...

RRPP.

Celebrating students who RRPP!!!

RESPECT ⋅ RESPONSIBILITY ⋅ PERSEVERANCE ⋅ POSITIVE ATTITUDE
STUDENT LEARNING PRODUCT & VOICE
Mākaha Elementary School provides a variety of ways for students
to showcase their learning. Our students are authors who share
their writing pieces with their community and world. They are
explorers (Challenger Center), engineers (robotics, designers &
architects of gardens at Hoa ‘Āina O Mākaha), performers
(reader’s theater, dance team), creators (‘Ōlelo PSAs, newspaper),
athletes (intramurals), community contributors (RRPP Store,
KINDNESS challenge) and leaders (student council).
Our Grade Level Writing Celebrations showcase our students’
writing pieces to a larger audience (parents, families, peers), and
builds our young authors’ understanding that learning is a process
that involves utilizing feedback and stages of revision.
In our Wai‘anae Complex, our schools have aligned K-12 initiatives
and are creating opportunities for students to engage, explore,
explain, elaborate and evaluate learning (5 Es). Mākaha
Elementary School teachers are implementing Project Based
Learning (PBL) units, lessons incorporating the 5 Es, and providing
students with opportunities to choose and explore topics and
issues that are meaningful to them.
Left: Grade 4
student sharing
her writing
Right: State
Representative
Andria Tupola
at Grade 6 PBL
entry event

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Relationships are at the heart of Mākaha Elementary School and
support our work to ensure each child feels a sense of belonging.
As we continue to develop and grow into a 21st century school, we
are committed to inspire a community of learners who inquire,
reﬂect and apply knowledge. Celebrating GROWTH
makes…Mākaha Strong.

Teacher greeting a
student at the door

Teacher Ashley Ono
receiving the Milken
Teacher of Promise award
with Complex Area
Superintendent Ann Mahi

Wicked Wizards Robotics Team receiving
the Teamwork Challenge Award

Top: Grade 3 students sharing their PBL project at our NW Complex
PLC Showcase. “I wish we could do more projects like this

because we can explore new things.”- Grade 3 student

Bottom: Members of Mākaha Robotics Team with their Judge’s Award

INFRASTRUCTURE
Mākaha Elementary School is developing multi-tiered systems of
support and a structured process to identify student needs,
provide timely supports, and monitor progress. Our community
believes in life long learning and provides opportunities for
teachers and staff to engage in focused professional
development aligned to our school’s academic plan. We utilize
our strengths and share our learning to support the growth and
development of our entire community.

Parents and
community engage in
learning alongside us
through interactive
activities and
workshops.

To ﬁnd out more, visit the Mākaha Elementary School website at https://makaha.nwcomplex.org/

