Our Lady of Refuge Church
“Community in Unity”
5195 Stearns Street, Long Beach, CA 90815-2901
“I worked in the classroom with Rosie DeSiato
when both of my children went through OLR
Kindergarten and that is when I fell in love with
her. She challenged all of us to be better Christian/
Catholics with everything she did. We all learned
ALL of the Catholic traditions in detail from Rosie.
The kids had to go to Mass every day during Lent,
(parents signed a contract for this as part of her
rules) and she trained the kiddos to sit and kneel
with their hands folded in front of them. So I
decided to do the same and for 37 years I myself
have not missed a day in Lent attending Mass,
thanks to her. I spent over 13 years with Rosie on
Sundays bringing her Communion and her faith
was what kept her going strong.
She was so
delighted to make it to her 100th birthday on
4-17-2018. We will all miss her but her spirit will
live on in us forever.”
With love from, Janis Krantz

October 7, 2018
Phone: 562-498-6641

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fax: 562-498-3344

FR. GERARD O’BRIEN, ADMINISTRATOR PRO TEM
MSGR. WILLIAM J. O’KEEFFE, PASTOR EMERITUS
ROGER & MARY ELLEN FAUBERT, DEACON COUPLE

SCHOOL: 562-597-0819
Website: http://www.olrs.org
Mrs. Patricia Holmquist, Principal
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 562-597-3102
Email address: sre@start.olrs.org
Anna Marie Sharkany, Director

Website: www.OurLadyofRefuge.org
MASSES:
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:00 am, 5:30 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: 7:00 am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays: 4:00-5:00 pm
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months advance notice – call Church Office
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass
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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends in Christ,
As a priest, it is always a pleasure to prepare couples for
marriage. Over six months I meet with them about six
times to discuss their ongoing relationship, plans for the
wedding and their long term goals as husband and wife. It
is always a joy to me to be present at the wedding
ceremony because with good preparation, I know that the
couple know what they’re getting into.
We all know from our experience of life and my
experience as a priest, that some marriages do not work
out. For marriage to be strong, it must be rooted in faith, in
a belief in a God of Love. But what happens if one spouse
is unfaithful or maybe loses sight of the initial sharing of
vows, or realizes they made a mistake? Like members
joining a particular parish, people leave marriages for all
different reasons, too. It always brings great sadness to the
spouse left behind and to the children of the marriage, but
as you know in some circumstances it is necessary for
peace and contentment. Sadly, divorce is very much a
reality as it was in the time of Jesus.
Both the first reading from the Great Book of Genesis to
the Gospel of Mark this weekend, speak about the
importance of marriage, the equality of man and woman,
“male and female he created them.” The Gospel account
this weekend, begins with the Pharisees once again trying
to trip up Jesus by questioning him on divorce. Jesus is
very clear about divorce, but at the same time we must
remember that Jesus was also very compassionate to those
suffering or in need in any way. Sometimes we followers of
Jesus are very strict with the rules, but find it very difficult
to be loving and compassionate. Maybe with this strict
response by Jesus to the Pharisees, the end of the Gospel
leads us into what it means to be a true disciple of Jesus,
the innocence of the child and the need for all of us to act
childlike with others, who also suffer like us.
“Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”
(Gospel of Mark)
Are you childlike in your behavior? Remember when
you were a child for a moment. When I was a child, I
accepted everyone, I liked everyone. When we grow up, we
change our attitudes, beliefs, ways of life, the list is
endless. We judge, we reject, we condemn. To be like a
child is to try and remove all that blinds us from the truth.
To see with the eyes of Christ, to welcome all in love, to
bring harmony to disharmony, to share truths rather than
untruths, and to be a light in the darkness.

To those of you who are divorced, separated or in the
midst of unhappy marriages and breakups, know that the
Lord is with you and wants you to be at peace. It is never
easy facing the reality of a broken marriage, but it’s not the
end either. Lives can be healed, plans can be achieved, and
a new life can be sought. As Jesus said time and time again,
“Do not be afraid, trust in me and all will be well.”
I want to thank you all for contributing to your St Vincent
de Paul conference here in the parish last weekend. Many
people benefit from your charitable giving so on behalf of
them, God bless you all.
Have you noticed how all the trees around our parish are in
need of pruning? We have 46 trees on the property and the
approximate cost of pruning them is over $7500!
Last week a parishioner very generously gifted the parish
$2000 which I designated to the trees.
My challenge to you!
I’m looking for 60 people in the parish who can gift $100
for the tree pruning.
Think about it, this is a team effort to tidy up our parish.
Please please donate and let us get the trees pruned.
Thanking you in advance.
This weekend we are remembering Rosie De Siato who
was a legend in our parish and whom we remember with
great gratitude. May she rest in peace in Heaven .
Fr. Bill returned home to Ireland last Sunday night because
his sister died suddenly. He told me she dedicated her entire
life caring for their mother. May she rest in peace. Pray
also for Fr. Bill that he will return in a weeks time.
Thank you for your presence here this weekend. Please
invite your friends to mass. Know that all are welcome
with love here.

In peace,
Fr. Gerard
“Sunday is the day to say to God: thank you
Lord, for life, for your mercy, and for all your
gifts!” - Pope Francis

October 7, 2018

Parish News
Save the Date All ministers of Holy Communion,

Tuesday, October 9 at 7 pm in the Church. Please join
Fr. Gerard for new Mass procedures. Thank you for all
your dedication to this beautiful ministry. Any
questions, call (562) 597-3102 or (562) 498-6641.

Invitation for Clergy 36th Annual Red Mass

Tuesday, October 16 at 5:30 p.m. Cathedral of Our Lady
of the Angels 555 West Temple Street. If you would like
to celebrate, please contact Suzanne Austin at slalaw@pacbell.net. Plan to arrive by 5:15 p.m. with your
white alb. Vestments will be provided.

Boomers Luncheon on Saturday, October 13 from
12-2 p.m. in the OLR cafeteria. Bring a friend or two
and enjoy a game or meet someone new. For info, text
or email pennyflint53@gmail.com .

New Grand Piano The parish is in need of a new

grand piano for our music ministry. Would you like to
sponsor this in memory of your loved one? We will
have a plaque in the person’s memory attached to the
piano.

December 12th, Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Looking for parishioners who will organize a
celebration on Our Lady of Guadalupe feast day. Let us
as a parish celebrate this beautiful feast day. Please call
the rectory and be part of the organizing committee to
help celebrate our lady of Guadalupe feast day. Only
one person signed up to form a committee, we need at
least 6 more. This is a very special day as we honor the
Virgin Mary and St. Juan Diego.

Birthday Celebration On November 29, Fr. Gerard

will be celebrating his 60th birthday, a milestone in his
life. He wants to celebrate here at the parish on
Saturday, December 8 at 7 p.m. with parish potluck,
dance, and song. He may even sing a few Irish songs for
us! He wants no gifts but all of us to focus on a
fundraiser towards an upgraded sound system in the
church. As you all know, the sound system in the church
is very weak. Please call the rectory as soon as possible.
We need help in organizing. Fr. Gerard heard one
parishioner signed up. Let us show Fr Gerard we can set
up a great party here!

Baptisms for August & September 2018
We joyfully welcome into our parish community:
September
August
Thomas Jack Vickory
Michaela Annria Ramos
Gabriela Hatfield
Aranea Cassandra C.
Penelope Fuentes
Madlangbayan
Natalie Maria Moreno
Roman Jase Magcamit
Pax Koa Reyes
Liana Perez
Luca Silvestri
Amber Elizabeth Velasco
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Mass Intentions - 10/7/18 to 10/13/18

Offered for
Sunday
8:00 am OLR Parishioners
9:30
Maria Frost (RIP)
11:30
Leodegario Cruz (RIP)
5:30 pm Raymundo Gomes Carneiro (RIP)
Monday
8:00 am Brij Pagayon (RIP)
Tuesday
8:00 am Brown Diaz (Int)
Wednesday
8:00 am Anh Hong Chau (RIP)
Thursday
8:00 am Tony Tadic (RIP)
Friday
8:00 am Consolacion Wendam (RIP)
Saturday
8:00 am Rev. Jose Magana (RIP)
5:30 pm Adoracion Cristostomo (RIP)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish who are sick and cannot be here with us
today, and their relatives.
Samy Abdoe
Kathy Altmann
Lucy Anderson
Polyana Carneiro
Virginia Ellis
Roger Frost
Tim Garland

John King
Leo Park
Brenda Meicht
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo
Lynda Nargie

Daisy Ordoveza
Juliana Quickel
Terry Quintanilla
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Marco Solano

Parish News
Elementary School Nondiscrimination Policy
2018-2019 The school, mindful of its mission to be a

witness to the love of Christ for all, admits students
regardless of race, color, national origin, and/or ethnic
origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the
school.
The school does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, disability, medical condition, sex, or
national and/or ethic origin in the administration of
educational policies and practices, scholarship
programs, and athletic and other school-administered
programs, although certain athletic leagues and other
programs may limit participation and some
archdiocesan schools operate as single-sex schools.
While the school does not discriminate against
students with special needs, a full range of services may
not always be available to them. Decisions concerning
the admission and continued enrollment of a student in
the school are based upon the student’s emotional,
academic, and physical abilities and the resources
available to the school in meeting the student’s needs.

Parish News
OLR SVdP Annual Appeal

On behalf of St. Vincent de Paul - OLR
Conference, we want to thank you for your
generosity towards the service of the poor.
Thank you for sharing his journey with us
towards holiness. Your money becomes “God’s
money” which we use to serve those who are needy and
suffering. We have person to person contact with our
friends-in-need. We strive to bring those we visit the most
effective and charitable aid as possible. We see the love of
God in the persons we serve. So far, we have collected
$2,748.57 during the SVdP Appeal.
May St. Vincent de Paul bless you,
Lynn McCormick
SVdP - OLR Conf. President

OLR Principal's Corner
Dear Parish Community,
Thank you for supporting the Ice Cream Social. The
event raised $2000. A huge thank you to Maggy DeGuia
for coordinating this event for 25+ years. Wonderful
volunteers, such as the DeGuias, are what makes our
community so special. The school is celebrating Respect
Life Week this week. We also look forward to celebrating
the Feast of St. Francis and the Blessing of the Animals
on Friday.
If you are looking for a faith-filled
environment for your child/ren, we still have openings (in
some grades). We are looking for more TK friends to join
the class. Children must be 4 years old by Sept. 1st.
Contact the school office for a tour (562)597-0819.
Blessings, Mrs. Holmquist.

OLR Student Corner
Greetings from 2nd Grade! We are having a great school
year and learning so much! Our September Saint of the
Month was St. Vincent de Paul. He helped give food and
clothes to the poor. St. Vincent de Paul is a helper to
charities, volunteers and horses. This month our Saint of
the Month for October is St. Therese of Lisieux. She is a
helper to sick people, missionaries and florists. We are
looking forward to celebrating the Feast of St. Francis
with Mass and the Blessing of the Animals. This week we
also celebrated Custodian Appreciation Day. We wrote
thank you letters to Mr. Gallegos and surprised him! We
thanked Mr. Gallegos for cleaning our classroom,
cafeteria, blacktop and helping to keep us safe.
Sincerely, Emily and Samuel

Priest Schedule
10/7/18

10/14/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil

Fr. Brian Doran

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Archdiocese News
Did you know?

Mutual Respect is Key for Friendships
Your child will make many friends throughout his lifetime. As
children grow, their interests change and develop, and they
meet many new people along the way. But as children make
new friends, mutual respect should be the guiding principle of
these relationships. Parents, talk to your children about how
they should feel in a friendship — true friends care about each
other and respect each other’s thoughts and feelings and
personal boundaries. If your child isn’t receiving respect from
her friends, she is learning to accept less than she deserves in a
relationship. And if she is the one who doesn’t give respect to
her friends, she is learning emotional power. For more
information on teaching your children about true friendships,
email jvienna@la-archdiocese.org.

Prepare for the Sacraments
Baptisms Thank you for baptizing your child. We have a
program of preparation. By appointment only. Please contact
the office.
Marriages Engaged couples: Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in the Holy Sacrament of
Matrimony. Six months of preparation is required by the
Catholic Church. Please call the office to schedule an
appointment 6 months prior to the proposed wedding date.

Our Lady of Refuge Church,
Long Beach, CA
Established 1948

Have you Remembered
Our Lady of Refuge Church or School
in your Will or Trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A
Corporation Sole, for the benefit of Our Lady of Refuge
Church (or School), Long Beach, California.

