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Principal’s Message
Spring Break is next week! Third quarter has
been absolutely “incredible”and I am so proud to share
out what’s been happening. The new year has been
flying by and like superheros, our staff and students have
been learning more and caring more than ever.
First off, let’s celebrate our overall FIRST PLACE win at the recent
Math Olympiad! Alexander Apio and Kou Hirohata also took home the
first place trophy for the Rubix Cube Challenge and the Flash Round
respectively. I hear the Math Olympiad team went above and beyond by
spending extra hours completing math work at home. Kudos to our team
and advisors Mrs. An and Ms. Kang!
WELCOME TO OUR NEW PARENT LIAISON…Mrs. Tran
(parent of Vy and Andy Tran)
Another huge leap forward for our school are students stepping up
to take the lead. I want to recognize Ms. Tran, parent of Vy Tran, who has
been working hard on her own time to follow the dreams of her child. 5
students from Ms. Powell’s class in grade 5 came up with the idea to work
on Lemonade Alley. The kids and parents have been working hard to
create an original recipe and they will be selling it at Lemonade Alley on
April 20 at Pearlridge –all proceeds will be donated to our school. This
student driven project is helping them work on math, oral communication,
(they have to do a commercial and perform a song and dance in front of a
live audience) graphic design and interviewing skills. Not only is it real
world application but also it is entirely created and led by students! Mahalo
to the team who are following their passions and extending the learning
beyond the school day.
Vy Tran, Rhylie Marques, Kaylie Anne Kasik, Naomi Manmano
One more example of student led learning is the group of students
who just came to my office, took a brave breath and presented their pitch to
work with Kokua Foundation and start an entire recycling program at our
school. This includes bins in all classrooms to help recycle with the primary
focus on saving our Corals! The project-based learning that initiated this
idea was a focus on how to combat coral bleaching. Amazing pitch from
Jenna Liang, Ian Kawamura, and Brennan Nagamine who all had to
take a brave breath before walking into my office.
Finally, we just met with Hawthorne CAT (the bulldozer, forklift
company) because they want to begin a partnership with us. This year
alone we have been blessed with over $10,000 in monetary contributions
from our awesome business partners. Bottom line is,
there is a lot going on in the realm of growth, leadership
and passion at Kanoelani for both student AND adults
and I can’t wait to see what the fourth quarter has in
store for us all!
Sincerely,
Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

March 2019

Calendar of Events
March

18 Spring Break until 3/22
26 Prince Kuhio Day - No School
29 Jog-a-Thon

April
3
12
13
18
19
26
30

Rainbow Assembly
JPO Competition
Robofest
McNite @ Waipio McDonalds 5-8
Good Friday - No School
Track Meet @ PCHS 4PM
SBA Testing through 5/10

Choose Love Everyday
By Rylee Jordan

This quarter we focused on the
Choose Love Lessons about
Forgiveness. I recently read a book
called “Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse” by
Kevin Henkes. The main character
Lily spends the day trying to show off
her new things but becomes too
distracting to others. So, her teacher
Mr. Slinger takes away her purse. Lily
was depressed and angry and wrote
a disrespectful letter to her teacher.
In the end Mr. Slinger forgave Lily
because he knew that she was just
sad and angry when she couldn’t
show off her objects. The story has
taught me that you should at least
give a people a second chance for
doing something wrong, especially if
they didn’t
mean to do it
on purpose.
This is a
great book to
read
because it
really shows
how
forgiveness
works.

News from the Office
McNite 2019
McNite will be at Waipio Mcdonalds on
Thursday, April 18th from 5-8 P.M.
10% of all proceeds go to Kanoelani School
Performances by: Kanoelani Taiko, Choir, Glee, JPO &
Dance
The class with the most participation will win a Happy
Meal Party! Be sure to check in! Teachers count too.
DONATIONS NEEDED: We are asking for donations of
prizes for the games. GENTLY used stuffed animals,
books or toys. You may drop them off in the office,
labeled McNite starting Monday, April 8th.

Box Tops
for Education
Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops for
Education. Our school will receive 10 cents for each
qualifying General Mills Box Tops collected during the
year. Please send qualifying box tops to your child’s
teacher. Thank you for your support!

Kindergarten Registration
We will be registering children for Kindergarten for the
2019-20 school year in March. Your child must be 5 on or
before July 31, 2019. When enrolling your child, please bring
your child’s birth certificate, proof of residence (examples-current
utility bill or current rental agreement or purchase contract), TB
clearance (skin test or x-ray done prior to August 5, 2019, and
a completed Health Record Form 14 and a physical exam done
within a year. It is the parent’s responsibility prior to starting
school. If your child attends preschool, then your Form 14 should
be up to date if immunizations were given accordingly. Please
check with you doctor for updates.
We highly encourage and will really appreciate it if you
enroll your child early. This is because it is at this time of year that
the number of teachers are allocated to our school for the next
school year, so the more accurate count of the children we have,
the more accurate our teacher allocation for next year will be. This
is one way we try to keep our class sizes as small as possible.
Please pass the word to your neighbors, if you know they have a
child who may be of age to begin next school year. Call the office
at 307-3800 if you need help assembling the required information.

Students of the Week
1/8/19
Audrey Mercado 1/B104
Leka Samoa 6/C201
2/12/19
Maila Wong K/A101
Davie Manu 6/C201
2/19/19
Sabre Telles-Kuwahara P26
Gysen Sylva 5/B105
2/25/19
Preston Dasalla 1/P24
Camille Caudil 5/C102
3/4/19
Alize Guting 3/P25
Auree Hanohano-Inere 6/C201

Lost and Found
Please check the lost and
found at the oﬃce for any
missing items. There are
many jackets, water
bottles, etc. that have not
been claimed!

Meals Account Reminders
Effective March 1st:
1) No Lunch Loans
2) No Checks
3) Cash Only - please write first & last name,
& room number on payments.

Deposits: should be made by 8 a.m. $10 minimum.

Effective March 1st - CASH ONLY for
lunch payments, field trips & school
payments until the end of the year. The
office does not carry cash.

Rainbow Star of the Month
Mrs. Ramos
By Arah Lee
The winner of this month’s Rainbow Star is… Mrs. Ramos!
She is a 2nd grade teacher who teaches in room P7. I’m sure many
of you would like to know more about her story. So, let me tell you
all about this amazing teacher! Mrs. Ramos started working here 2
years ago, in 2017. Mrs. Ramos grew up on Oahu, in Salt Lake.
She graduated from Iolani High School and afterwards, the
University of Hawaii with a degree in Ethical Studies. Afterwards,
Mrs. Ramos went back to school to get a Master’s Degree in
Education. Now, let’s talk about some of her favorites. She has
many hobbies! Some of her hobbies include cooking, and playing
musical instruments, such as the piano, the saxophone, and bass
guitar. Wow! Her favorite book is called Hope Was Here by Joan
Bauer, and her favorite movie is Up. Some interesting facts about
Mrs. Ramos is that she was in a band, has a sister, and a dog
named Skip, similar to Mrs. Hennen’s dog Skippy! Now that you
know all these cool and fun facts about Mrs. Ramos, pop into her
classroom and say “hello” or say “hi” if you see her on campus!

Student Spotlight

Math Club/Math Olympiad
By Micah Fernandez and Kou Hirohata
Do you know what the square root of 144 is? Well, math club can
teach you. Math club is an after school activity that takes place on
Tuesdays. One of the reasons we have Math Club is to practice
and get better in math. This 5th and 6th grade group is taught by
Mrs. An and Ms. Kang. On Wednesday, March 6th we competed in
the Math Olympiad at Highlands Intermediate School. The Math
Olympiad is a yearly competition where students from different
school compete
using addition,
Students from left to right: Jayden, Catherine,
subtraction,
Micah, Jaylenn, Rylee, Mariyo Y, Alexander,
multiplication,
Tyler O, Asa, Kou
division, whole
numbers,
fractions, mixed
numbers, and order of operations. This year the events were the
50 Yard Dash, Mile Run, Cross Country, Hurdles, Rubix cube, 3d
Tic Tac Toe, and Flash Round. Sixth grader, Kou Hirohata
placed 1st in the Flash Round and 5th grader Alexander Apio
placed 1st in Rubix Cube. Kanoelani won 1st place overall! If
you enjoy math, join the Math Club!

Campus Closeup
Choose Love Conference 2019
On February 2nd, Kanoelani Elementary hosted its first ever Choose Love
Conference! Teachers from more than 70 public and private schools around the
state and abroad, as well as representatives from the community came to join us to
learn about the Jesse Lewis Choose Love Enrichment Program. Attendees included
first lady Dawn Ige, Superintendent Christina Kishimoto, Deputy Superintendent
Phyllis Unebasami, Senator Ryan Yamane, and Senator Michelle Kidani. Choose
Love is a social emotional learning program to proactively combat school violence. It
is now a national movement providing educators with a free social emotional
learning curriculum for pre-K through grade 12 students to deal with stress and
anxiety at home and at school.
The day started with guest speakers, Scarlett Lewis, the creator of the Choose Love Program, and Chris Kukk,
neuroscientist and author of The Compassionate Achiever. Guests then were
able to choose from many different sessions where teachers from Kanoelani and
Ka’elepulu Elementary and Lokelani Intermediate Schools shared how to
implement the program. During lunch, the guests were entertained with special
performances by Kanoelani Glee, Choir, Dance and Taiko. The event was
covered by KITV News and was featured in the MidWeek Central Oahu Voice.
It was a phenomenal day of learning how to help our children deal with their
emotions, and cope with day to day frustrations and emotions.
Special thanks to our staff and many community partners without whom this day
would not be possible. It really does “take a village” to ensure our children are
able to experience, learn and grow in a safe and loving environment.

Dino-Mite Scholastic Book Fair
By Leland Akau and Arah Lee

At our school, most of you know that every year, we have a Book
Fair and Read To Me Night. This year, our Book Fair theme was
the Dino-Mite Scholastic Book Fair. We had a special art contest
making models of dinosaurs using recyclable materials! The
winners of this years contest was Talon Miller (3) and Brayden
Ramos (5)! At this year’s Read To Me Night there were special
guests, Dani Hickman, who read aloud two of her popular books
that was written with her daughter and Kanoelani alumni, Jenna.
She read the books, “How About A Pineapple?”, and “Tako Lends
a Helping Hand”. The parents and students were able to
purchase their books and get it autographed specially for them!
The Book fair has a wide variety of books from informational to
funny fictional fairy tales for all ages!
Students have a chance to shop during
school at both recesses or after school with
parents. They also had time to purchase
books during the school day with their
class. This years book fair was a great
success! Thanks to all of you that came to
support Kanoelani by buying some books,
we are going to have a lot of amazing new
books to add to our library!

Oﬀ Campus Adventures
Puppet Times
By Rylee Jordan

Waikiki Aquarium
By Kou Hirohata

Hey, guess what?
Our Pre-School and
Kindergarten
students saw an
awesome play!
Instead of leaving
school to see the
play, the play came
to them! The students traveled all the way to the
cafeteria to watch a play of puppets called “ Puppet
Times.” They have visited our school for the last couple
of years, so now it’s become somewhat of a tradition.
During the play, the students were also able to
participate. They enjoyed that a lot because they were
able to act and be part of the show in front of an
audience. Teachers said that the students really enjoy
watching the puppets act. I think that’s a fun thing to do
for the students to experience. Who doesn’t love
puppets?

On February 12th the
first graders went on a
field trip to the Waikiki
Aquarium. They went on
this field trip to learn
about the different
creatures and their features. The type of marine life
they saw were humuhumunukunukuapua'a, jellyfish,
pufferfish, tiger shark, seal, seahorse, sea urchin,
and sea anemone. The students mostly liked
observing the pufferfish. Some of these fish had one
thing in common. They are all compressed fish. An
important message the first grade wants to pass on is
to please do your part to help save the ocean, so we
can continue exploring the it. The purpose of going
was to learn about animal features and how they
survive in the ocean. Overall, the field trip was a
huge success for all first graders. They got to learn
about marine life that live in the ocean!

Photography at Pearl City High School

Pearl City Music Festival

By Naomi Manmano

The Digital Photography Enrichment Group went on a
fun and educational field trip to Pearl City High School.
We visited their photography class. We got to see their
dark room. While we are at Pearl City High School we
explored and asked questions about what a dark room
is for. In a dark room there are no windows so no light
gets in. A dark room is where people develop pictures
from film. In the dark room, you must first print the
picture off of the film onto photo paper. Then, you must
place it in different chemicals before it can be brought
into the light. You cannot bring the picture into a light
until it has been dipped in the right chemicals. We
watched the picture develop right in front of our eyes!
After we learned about the Dark Room we also got to
learn from the students that were in the photography
class. We observed different photos that the students
took, and had a short lesson on photoshop. After we left
the High School we went down to Pearl City Shopping
Center to eat lunch at the Food Court. YUM! It was
amazing to see how photography has moved from film
to digital media. If you
are interested in
photography, Pearl
City High School
offers a great
Photography program.
Thanks to Mr.
Batangan and his
class for an awesome
experience!

By Naomi Manmano

Our school performed at the annual Pearl City Music
Festival. This festival was on February 16th and was
located at the Pearl City Music High School Gym.
Our school’s Concert Glee, Kanoelani Choir, and
Dance Enrichment students performed under the
direction of Mrs.Hayashi, with the help of Ms. Powell,
Mrs. Takazono, and Ms. Jessica. All the other
schools in the Pearl City District performed at this fun
festival, including Pearl City Intermediate and High
School band and choir. Kanoelani chose three
special songs to perform at this event. These songs
were from the Greatest Showman Soundtrack, and
those songs were “A Million Dreams,” “This is Me,”
and “Come Alive.” In my opinion the songs that
Kanoelani chose all had a great message to share
with everyone. The songs really got the crowd going,
which made it fun to perform for them! A huge thank
you to the Kanoelani Staff who came to help
supervise the students and taking time out of your
day support our school! Another big thank you to the
students who worked hard to memorize and learn all
the dance moves to show your school spirit!

“Book Talk!” with Arah and Leland
Dumpling Days by Grace Lin

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐
All Pacy Lin wants to do after a long year of school is go on an
exciting trip, but her parents have something else planned that Pacy and her
siblings would never have expected. In this story, the main character Pacy
Lin takes a summer trip to Taiwan for a month. When she gets there, she
finds that she seems to be the only one that can’t speak the language, she
gets blessed by a fortune teller at the subway station, and eats a food you
can find out the identity of! (Hint: It’s a spicy and it looks like a twig.) If you
want to find out about all her amazing cultural adventures, come to our
school’s library to check out the book Dumpling Days by Grace Lin!
I like this book because it has a cultural meaning of growing up in a
multi-cultural family, like many of our families in Hawaii. It also has mini
stories of Chinese Food History. This book also helped me visualize the
different cities of Taiwan. I give this book 5 stars!

The more you read the more things you know.
The more you learn the more places you’ll go.
-Dr. Seuss
How To Knit a Monster by Annemarie van
Haeringen

⭐⭐⭐⭐
While looking in the NEW BOOKS section in our school library, I found a
book called How to Knit a Monster. This is a fun story about a goat name
Greta. She knits socks but then a challenger approaches. So, Greta the
goat decides to knit an animal. A goat that can knit? A few cause and
effect events happen, and in the end, Greta learns from her mistake. This
was an interesting book and the first I’ve read about goats and knitting!
This book has awesome illustrations and the story idea is great. This book
deserves 4 out of 5 stars. I really enjoyed this book and I hope you will
too.

