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MCPS’s Classroom
of Millionaires
“Mrs. R. Douglas’s first grade
Footsteps 2 Brilliance Celebration”
At Mitchell County Primary, there is a
classroom of millionaires. What? I know you
are asking yourself millionaires? But wait,
there is more to the story......
Congratulations to Mrs. R. Douglas’s first grade
students for their success with the Footsteps to
Brilliance Educational Program. The students
earned the “Million Word Classroom”
designation for their hard work. Great job to all of the millionaires in Mrs. Douglas’s room. Above Ms.
R. Douglas (shown on right), her students and her student teacher Reshandra Hayward (on left).

MCMS’s Administrative
Professionals Honored
In April, the Mitchell County Middle School Administrative
Professionals were honored for all of their hard work and
dedication. They work hard every day to ensure administrators,
faculty, and students have what they need to be successful! We
love and appreciate all they do for us daily.
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Pictured Left to Right: Donna Shiver, Trenise Sanders, and
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MCPS Academic
Parent Teacher
Team Meeting
On April 9 at 6 p.m., Mitchell
County Primary School held its third Academic Parent Teacher Team (APTT) Meeting for the 2018-19
school term. The APTT meeting began as a grade level meeting in which families could learn about
Kindergarten and first grade expectations for the rest of the school year. Both grades opened up with an ice
breaker to make parents comfortable and to give a message about the importance of teamwork between
teachers and parents. Next, parents were
informed about power skills students
need to master to prepare for the next
grades. Data was shared with parents to
find out specific information about their
child’s progress.
Surveys were completed by parents and
the next day students received ice cream
if parents attended. Door prizes were
given.

The Eagle’s Nest’s
June issue will be
distributed on
June 12, 2019.

Dates to Remember!
May 17, 2019:
MCHS Class of 2019
Graduation—8 p.m.
May 21, 2019:
MCPS Pre-Closing
Ceremony at 6:30 p.m.
May 23, 2019:
MCPS Kindergarten
Graduation—7 p.m. at
MCHS
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MCPS—Skill of Flag Football
On September 5, 2018, Coach R. Bentley from Mitchell County Primary School
had the opportunity to visit the Atlanta Falcons Training Facility in Flowery
Branch, GA. During her visit, she learned about flag football and received free
equipment for the school. In April, the first-grade students at MCPS learned the
skill of flag pulling through a game called flag tag. This is the beginning of
learning the skills necessary to play in a game of flag
football.

The students are well
on their way to
enjoying a lifetime
sport and had fun in the
process.

MCMS Art Students Are Coloring the School
Art students in Ms.
Charlotte Turkey Delk's
class at Mitchell County
Middle
School
are
"coloring" the school
from the ground to the
ceiling.

Lettuce Anyone?
The MCHS Ag students have been busy
growing lettuce in their hydroponics lab
and some are ready to sale to the
community. To purchase lettuce, contact
Mitchell County Ag Teacher, Linda
Hamilton at 478-538-7394. The Ag
students would like to thank everyone for
their continuous support of the Ag
program.

After planting vegetables
of many "colors" in the
ground
of
the
raised garden beds, art
students took to the
"skies" by putting color
above everyone's heads
in the school with
painted ceiling tiles.
Fantastic Job, Students!

Call today to purchase your lettuce.

The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school’s media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Robert Adams
Schools:

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick

Mitchell County Primary-Donna Johnson, Principal
Mitchell County Middle-Rodney Conine, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Joe White

Mitchell County Elementary-Jacqueline Thomas, Principal
Mitchell County High-Ossie Canidate, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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MCES Holds APTT Meeting #3
MCES had their third Academic Parent Teacher Team (APTT) Meeting 3 on
Thursday April 18, 2019. What a great turnout of parents! Teachers engaged
parents in many learning opportunities to build their capacity to work with their
children at home. All grades focused on data showing parents where their children
started compared to where they currently are based on reading fluency and math
computation. Third and fourth grade teachers focused on test preparation reminding
parents of our upcoming End of grade Georgia Milestone Test. Strategies were
shared and demonstrated to give parents a better understanding of how important the
test is.
An Easter basket drawing was held as an incentive to get parents out. The winners
are shown below.

Special Thanks To
Jamiya Stephens
On April 16, 2019, Jamiya Stephens
led the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance at the local Mitchell
County School Board monthly
meeting. Jamiya is a fourth grader at
Mitchell County Elementary School.

Ms. L. Washington’s Class
Makes Arrays
Ms. L. Washington’s
second grade students
are busy using M&M’s
to make arrays. The
students were given
math equations to create
arrays
using
the
M&M’s. They had fun
making their arrays.
They had to make
another array and allow their partner to write the addition
sentence and a multiplication sentence. Math just keeps
getting sweeter and sweeter at MCES!

MCHS’s Ag Report
The month of April have been quite a busy
month for the MCHS Ag department. Students
in Basic Agriculture, Horticulture, and Ag
Mechanics have been working hands in hands
with keeping
the
Greenhouse and
Hydroponics house up to par. They are
currently working on building raised beds
behind the greenhouse, where the students
will grow tomatoes and peppers. The
Agriculture department also welcomed a
group of eight gifted 7th graders from the
middle school. This allowed the students
to experience the Ag program. These
students have
been
enrolled
in
Horticulture where they are learning the
basic principles of growing crops for food
and ornamental use. The FFA Chapter also held its annual Spring Plant
Sale during April. The students worked ever so hard to get the plants ready
for the sale. MCHS’s Ag Teacher Linda Hamilton and her students would
like to thank all of those who came out and purchased plants.

Learning To Grow Food
Students have been learning about types of reproduction in Mrs. Dwan
Williams’ 7th grade Science class. Three of the students, who attend that
class and are in Mrs. A. Shiver’s and Ms. B. Keaton’s class, were given a
kinesthetic learning opportunity by using a potato. A potato is an
example
of
an
asexual
product.
Asexual reproduction
involves a single parent that will
produce an identical offspring
without the aid of sex cells. The
students were shown how the potato
makes an identical offspring using
the potato buds to grow another
potato.
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MCPS Counselor’s Corner
Have an Educational Summer Break!
Students, the end of another school term is upon us. I am sure you are all beaming with excitement as you plan
your summer events. You are ready to put sight words, addition, subtraction, and reading fluency behind you.
Please do us a favor--don’t. While you are playing video games, don’t forget to compare your score to your
opponents score to see who is winning. When you are playing in the pool, don’t forget to count how many laps you
are able to swim. Before you go to your grandmother’s, don’t forget stop by the library and pick up a book to read
during your trip. When you are simply playing a game of football or kickball with your friends, don’t forget to
practice “The 5 P’s”. Continuing to practice these strategies and skills will give you a head start on the upcoming
school year. As the saying goes, if you stay ready, you don’t have to get ready. Have a safe and enjoyable summer
break! Kendra Johnson, MCPS Counselor

MCMS’s Plants Color Wheel
Art students at Mitchell County Middle School are bringing the "color
wheel" to life with plants. After Art Teacher Charlotte Turley Delk
built two raised garden beds, students planted various vegetable plants
reflecting colors from the art color wheel. Tomatoes (red-orange),
Strawberries (red), Squash (yellow), Banana Peppers (green), and
Eggplant (purple) have been planted. Art students hope to be able to
provide small vegetable baskets to staff and teachers, and possibly have
lunchroom use some of the vegetables. (Standing L-R): Ja'vion
McIntyre, Knowledge Williams, Isaiah Roberts (Kneeling L-R); Patrick
Wilder, Richard Parker

Attention: Parents and Members of The Community
You are invited to participate in the revision of Mitchell County School System’s Family and Parent Engagement Plan And District Improvement Plan 0n
May 9, 2019 at 11:00 a.m., in the Mitchell County Board Of Education Building, Federal Programs Office, temporarily located at 1000 Newton Road, at
Mitchell County High School. These times are set to allow for parents and other stakeholders to view these plans and offer feedback and suggestions. This is
the last planned meeting for stakeholder input this year. If you cannot attend on the planned meeting date, you may go online to Mitchell County Schools
Federal Programs web page: https://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=710206&type=d&pREC_ID=1139765, and view these
documents and complete a survey form and email to Tina Sharp, Federal Programs Coordinator, at tina_sharp@mitchell.k12.ga.us or bring/send to the MC
BOE office at Federal Programs Office, temporarily located at 1000 Newton Road, at Mitchell County High School. All of our schools are reviewing and
revising their Title I School level Family and Parent Engagement Plans, School/Parent Compacts, and School Improvement Plans during the months of
March, April and May. Please contact your children’s school(s) to participate in this process. WE NEED YOUR INPUT!

Mitchell County Middle’s Price is Right
Mitchell County Middle School hosted a Title 1 Parent Milestone night on April 23, 2019. The event was themed “Mitchell County Middle’s
Price is Right” and parents and students were the contestants. Teams were randomly chosen from registration entries to play three pricing
games. The contestants had to answer questions from the Milestone’s Resource Guide in order to win plinko chips, X’s for the Secret X game
or punches in the Punch-a-bunch game. Many local businesses donated awesome prizes for the winners and the Showcase Showdown winners
took home the grand prize grilling package. The event was a lot of fun and
parents were able to get a first-hand look at
how the Georgia Milestone’s questions are
worded as well as important information
regarding each level of DOK (Domain of
Knowledge).
All participants enjoyed
finger foods during the program and
teachers, parents, and students had a very
fun evening!
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Importance of Kindness

Mrs. Valerie Moore’s 5th
Grade classes at Mitchell
County Middle School
learned the importance of
kindness. Students were
tasked with creating a plan
that
would
address
problems
that
people
experience every day.
Some of the problems
tackled
were
hunger,
homelessness, or bullying.

Mark Your Calendar
MCHS Honor’s Night—May 16, 2019
MCHS Class of 2019 Graduation-May 17, 2019

From Baby Eagle to YM/SSgt
MCHS 8th Grader Danyall Brown was promoted to the
Young Marines Staff Sergeant. On April 25, 2019,
MCSS Superintendent Robert Adams presented her
with a certificate and a plaque to honor her achievement
within the Young Marines Program. (shown below)
Danyall started off as a Baby Eagle (see picture below).

The students had some
great ideas for how they
would solve these issues.
From blessing bags to
shelter designs, they used
their creativity and heart
for the community to think
outside the box and help
others!

MCPS Celebrated Black History Month
“A Soul Train Black History
On Thursday February 28, 2019, the Mitchell County Primary School celebrated Black History month with a
program that honored famous African Americans that brought about change and equality to America. The
students performed an array of dances, spoken words, and musical numbers honoring those who paved the way
for future athletes, singers, writers, and aviation. Our
three year old program displayed a “Who am I”
section of the program where famous African
Americans were highlighted. Our Pre-K students
sang a song about the Famous Dr. Martin Luther
King and how he fought for love, peace and equality.
A mixture of our kindergarten and first grade
students performed a Jackson 5 classic “I Want You
Back” as they sang and dance displaying the
wonderful talents of the Jackson
family.
As the program progressed further,
with the assistance of some of our
college students; our students
performed an original African dance
that wowed the crowd. Then our
cheerleaders gave an exhilarating performance to the popular tunes from the 90’s and
early 2000’s. The Black history program that was put together displayed the talented students we have here at Mitchell County Primary. Also
during the program, there were a number of our students who performed a segment of “Who am I”, which gave us a glimpse of those singers,
athletes, and military who were the first African Americans to achieve majors accomplishments in African American History. To close out our
black history program, our teachers and parents graced the audience presence with a dance performance while going down the Infamous and
Soulful Soul Train Line. A special thanks to the program committee, Mrs. Tamika Wilcher, Mr. Cornelius Mullins, Ms. Renata Douglas, Mr.
Torian Ross, and Ms. Morgan Bronner.

Mitchell County Primary School’s Revision of Plans
All parents of students at the Mitchell County Primary School are invited to participate in the revision of the School Improvement Plans, Title I School Level
Family and Parent Engagement Plans and School/Parent Compacts. Dates to review the plans are May 14 at 6:00 p.m. and May 21 at 3:30 p.m. at MCPS.
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Rashmi Khazanchi Present at International Conference
Mrs. Rashmi Khazanchi presented two papers “Exploring Kahoot! Learning through Gaming in Secondary Science Education"
and “Sustaining Mobile Learning in Autism Classroom Environments" at the 30th Annual International Conference of Society for
Information Technology and Teacher Education (SITE), held in Las Vegas, Nevada, March 18-22, 2019. Mrs. Khazanchi did get
the opportunity to highlight the best practices implemented at Mitchell County High School with renowned researchers and
professors from around the world.
Game-Based Learning:
The purpose of her research was to find out how to enhance student engagement and motivation in K-12 science classrooms using the game-based learning
platform. Research has indicated that integrating technology in science curricula have a positive impact on students’ motivation and engagement in science
learning. Game-based mobile learning is emerging as a recent trend in K-12 education. An educational mobile application, Kahoot! a game-based learning
platform, is gaining popularity as a tool to assist teaching and learning processes as mobile technology is ubiquitous, evolving continuously, and changing the
way students learn. Use of game-based mobile learning has shown promising results in engaging students in the learning process and has been widely popular
among educational practitioners and researchers. Learning science through computer games and simulations, a study conducted by National Research Council
(2011), indicates that game-based learning motivates students by providing challenges, rapid feedback, and catering to students’ needs and interests. Web 2.0
tools and websites are available to turn educational content into the game-based platform where students can compete with others or with themselves, earn
rewards/points to answer the question correctly, and receive immediate feedback. Kahoot, Quizzes, Quizalize, and Socrative are some examples of game-based
interfaces that may reinforce students’ learning and stimulate critical thinking skills. On Kahoot! each student sees a set of questions on the main screen and only
the answer choices on their screen. Quizzes allow each student to get different questions, and the student does not get an opportunity to see each other’s answers.
Socrates allows the students to make their own questions thus stimulating critical thinking skills and improving collaborative learning. A study conducted in a
rural area of Taiwan, in Earth science classroom, investigating the effect of implementing “Kahoot!” on 7th graders. Results indicated that Kahoot! can increase
students’ motivation, gain their attention, and enhance learning efficiency. In this study, the teacher provided immediate feedback during the Kahoot! quizzes
which increased students’ learning comprehension. Teaching vocabulary is crucial in all domain of science to understand the content. Students, especially with
individualized education plan (IEP) or English language learners (ELL), struggle with science vocabulary the most. Teaching vocabulary via games such as
Kahoot, can be a fun way to engage students in learning content vocabulary. Kahoot! was used as a gamification tool in the university classroom, located in
Barcelona, Spain, to teach chemistry. Results indicated that the use of Kahoot! in the university classroom generally improved students´ learning and their
grades.
Sustaining Mobile Learning in ASD Classroom:
K-12 classroom teachers are increasingly recognizing the potential of mobile technology to support the learning of students with
ASD. The use of mobile technology to teach students with ASD to participate in K-12 classrooms is based on the principles of
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) which includes multiple means of representation, action and expression, and engagement.
Teachers use mobile devices to present curriculum to diverse learners in their classrooms. The mobile apps provide technologybased scaffolding, differentiated curriculum, digital knowledge sharing mechanisms, and location-aware functionality. The UDL
framework puts emphasis on making curriculum accessible to all learners, provides flexibility in the ways information is
presented, and reduce barriers in instructions by appropriate accommodations and supports. Children with ASD are comfortable
with mobile technology as they are strong visual thinkers to visualize information. They are more inclined towards using
technological devices due to strong technological skills. The mobile devices can be personalized to meet the sensory and cognitive demands of children with
ASD. Children with ASD use mobile apps to self-manage their behaviors by categorizing and structuring their daily tasks. Mrs. Khazanchi represented the
Mitchell County School System (MCSS). Her audience was engaged fully while she was presenting the various ways MCSS is using to enhance student
engagement and keep them motivated in the learning process. MCSS is adopting technology by using chrome books. Teachers are using a game-based app such
as Kahoot, Quizziz to assess the knowledge and skills of the students. Students are excited to use game-based apps and they feel that using apps like Kahoot! and
Quizziz helps them in grasping the concept better. Mrs. Khazanchi explained how mobile apps are successfully incorporated into teaching students with ASD in
K-12 classrooms. The explained how teachers use mobile apps to develop cognitive abilities, improve social and communication skills and develop life skills in
students with ASD Her paper was well received by global audiences including researchers, professors, and educators from different parts of the world.

Eight Grade Review Night
By: Stacie Lamb
Friday, April 26, the Eight Grade Team put on a review night for their 8th graders! Students
worked hard and had fun gearing up for their EOG test. The students started the evening off
with a pizza supper and a motivational speech by our very own Bonita White. The students
then moved from classroom to classroom playing games and reviewing for their test. There
were games from murder mysteries in Ms. M. Hall’s ELA class to Kahoot and Jeopardy. The
students enjoyed being rewarded with tickets and candy in the classrooms and door prizes
between each session. A great time was had by all! Thank you to all of the teachers and
coaches that made this FUN night possible!
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Parent University

April 8, 2019 Parent University commence the 1st meeting of the 2nd
year. New/old members arrive for orientation. Jessica Weston, Charlie
Mae Curry, Vicki Hicks, Tosha Keaton, Annie Willingham. Parent
University is a FREE course providing skills, knowledge, and
resources to encourage more parent involvement and participation. Reverend James Edwards, founder and CEO of
Mitchell Co. House of Hope, Inc., started Parent University as a collaborative community resource to increase parent involvement in the
schools and empower parents to raise children who are successful in school and in life.

Applying Skills Learned in Class
On April 13, 2019, MCHS Video Teacher Beau Sherman and his student Jaquay
Wheeler helped out with the audio/video equipment at the meeting of the Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store Union members. Jaquay said, “This was a great
opportunity for me and I enjoyed helping out in setting up and operating the
camera. I had a chance to film the entire audience as well as captured individuals
in the crowd who had extra inquiries about various topics.” Left: Jaquay gets
ready to disassembly the camcorder to set up in they gym: Right: Jaquay filming
the audience.

Learning New Skills
On April 9-11, 2019, MCHS faculty Leigh Twitty, Beau Sherman,
Christopher Graham, Erica Thomas and MCSS employee Ruth Lee
received training on the operation of the Colex Sharpcutter from Mark
Ferry, Colex Field Engineer and then on April 16-17, 2019, Mary
Rolfsen, Ricoh Sr. Solutions Engineer trained the group on the basic
operation of the Mimaki Flatbed printer. Kurt Albritton, Ricoh
Production Implementation Engineer, assisted in working with the
faculty. The flatbed printer allows content to be directly printed on
material and then used the Colex Sharpcutter to cut out the object. The sharpcutter can also be used to
engraved letters, words, etc. The students in Ms. Leigh Twitty’s Graphic Design class will be using the
machines to make a variety of products from big heads, custom yard signs, car magnets, boxes, tables,
specialty printing on various types of materials including metal, acrylic, wood, etc. The students
will be using the Adobe Illustrator Software Program in creating their designs. Read more about
what they will be creating in the June
issue of the newsletter.
Left:
B.
Sherman, L. Twitty, M. Ferry, E. Thomas,
and C. Graham shown using the Colex;
Right: K. Albritton, M. Rolfsen, L.
Twitty, and B. Sherman are getting ready
to print a job on the Mimaki; above top
various items produced.

MCES’s Spring Fling
The Spirit Committee at Mitchell County Elementary
School held their 1st Annual Spring Fling on Friday,
March 22, 2019. Their plan was to raise enough money
for students who will pass the Georgia Milestone
Assessments on a proficient level or higher and award
their success. The Spring Fling was a success and
students were able to enjoy themselves by dancing,
eating, and taking a photo.
Thanks to all the parents
who supported this event as
well
as
our
Spirit
Committee!
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: May 2019
Mitchell County Primary School

School System Calendar

May 14

Title I School Improvement/Parent Compact
Revision-6 p.m.

May 16

Board of Education’s Worksession – 5:30 p.m.

May 20

Field Day: K and 1st grade

May 21

Board of Education Meeting – 5:30 p.m.

May 21

Title I School Improvement/Parent Compact
Revision–3:30 p.m.; Pre-K Closing-6:30 p.m.

May 27

Memorial Day Holiday

May 22

Academic Celebrations–9 a.m.

May 31

Last day of school for students

May 23

Kindergarten Graduation-7 p.m. at MCHS

June 3-6

Professional Learning Day

Mitchell County Elementary School
May 10

Cheerleader Banquet-5:30 p.m.

May 17

Field Day

May 24

Awards Day
Mitchell County Middle School

May 24

Honor’s Day

Mitchell County High School
May 1-10

GA Milestones– End of Grade Assessments

May 6-10

End of Course Assessments

May 16

Honor’s Night – 6 p.m.

May 17

MCHS Graduation - 8 p.m.

May 29-31

Underclassmen Final Exams

MCES Celebrates Administrative Professionals Day
MCES celebrated Administrative Professionals Day on April 24, 2019. Each grade level as well as
the Administrative team presented the professionals with gifts as a way to honor them for their hard
work and dedication to the entire faculty, staff, and student body. All faculty and staff would like to
thank Mrs. Erica Young, Ms. Katrina Spence, and Ms. Kisne Jackson for their continued support.
We could not do it without you!

Mitchell County Young Marines Activities
In April, Scott Raley, a representative from the Georgia Sheriff Association for Education visited the 5th graders in Mitchell County Middle School
Young Marines classes. Students learned about the C.H.A.M.P.S. program and about the effects of drug use.

On April 13, 2019, the Mitchell County Middle School Young Marines participated in the Dawson,
Georgia Autism Awareness Walk. The Young Marines did an outstanding job.

