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Students from across the Jersey City Public School District who participated in the Student Spaceflight
Experiment Program at Liberty Science Center on November 9, 2015 where they presented their proposals
for research projects to be done in space.

Students Design Experiments to be
Conducted in Space
Though Liberty Science Center is typically closed on Mondays, on Monday, November 9th it was
full of young scientists eager to share their research projects on experiments that could be
conducted in space. The students were all part of the Student Spaceflight Experiments Program
(SSEP) in which students design experiments to be conducted on the International Space Station.
Teachers partnered with educators from Liberty Science Center and New Jersey City University to

support students in researching and developing projects that considered the minimal gravity context
of space. Elementary school students and High School students met once a week at Liberty
Science Center for 7 weeks, starting September 15, 2015 and ending on October 30, 2015 and
learned to design scientific experiments that could be conducted in space.
On November 9, SSEP participants presented their projects at the Liberty Science Center as part of
a competition to identify three projects for consideration by the National Center for Earth and Space
Science Education (NCESSE), who will select one to be part of SSEP Mission 9. With project titles
like, "Testing Growth and Rate of Metastic Breast Cancer Cell Reproduction" or "Synthesis of
Calcium Oxalate and Treatment of Osteoporosis in Space," the judges who were from local
universities, the Liberty Science Center, and the Jersey City Public Schools, found it very difficult to
identify only three winners. Ultimately, they named one 5th grade team from PS 25 and two high
school teams from McNair Academic as the winners, but it was clear that many students produced
sophisticated and noteworthy projects.
The winning projects were:
Bone Supporters students: Michael Narain, Aryan Shah, Ankur Patel and Arsh Bhamla, from
Nicholas Copernicus School #25. They were aided by teacher mentors Shannon Williams
and Kayon Wallace
Neuronal Morphology, students Serena Tang, Kush Baldha, Raefah Wahid, Miraj Patel and
Nikunj Jhaveri, all seniors from McNair Academic High School
Muscle Regeneration in Microgravity, students Hamza Sardar, Nirav Patel, Jay Panda and
Joshua Monserate also from McNair Academic High School
Students at McNair were supported by teacher mentors Maria Emma Osorio, Jeremy Stanton and
Rosalinda Trinidad and by Dr. John Grew of NJCU.
The program was brought to JCPS by Supervisors of Science Darrel Carson and Manisha
Shah. "This program allows our students to experiment by implementing Next Generation Science
Standards" said Dr. Carson. "The program also allows students to think outside the box and solve
common ailments experienced in the presence of gravity, like cancers, fatigue and osteoporosis,"
added Ms. Shah.

Our district was recently presented a proclamation by City Hall acknowledging Week of Respect in Jersey
City Public Schools. Back row behind our public school students are, from left: Councilman Rolando
Lavarro, Anti-Bullying Coordinator Paula Christen, Associate Superintendent for Student Life & Services
Franklin Walker, and Mayor Steven Fulop. A flag-raising ceremony was also held at the event.

Jersey City Public School District
Celebrates a "Week of Respect"
Public Schools Across the City Participate in Anti-Bullying Events
As part of the effort to reduce harassment, intimidation, and bullying, New Jersey named the week
of October 5-9 as the "Week of Respect." Jersey City's Public School students
participated in many activities to celebrate this week and empower students to make their schools
more inclusive and safer environments for all. The week's events were capped by a ceremony at
City Hall where students raised the anti-bullying flag.
All schools offered activities throughout the week. A few schools encouraged their students to wear
the color "blue" to signify bullying awareness. Students and staff at Gladys Cannon Nunery PS 29
held a "Crazy Sock Day" to represent to the community that they stand together to "sock it" to
bullying behaviors. Academy I Middle School held a Big Brother/Big Sister Breakfast to create a
social and academic support system. Students at Alexander D. Sullivan PS 30 viewed the video
"Have You Filled A Bucket Today?" about performing daily acts of kindness. Students then
nominated others for random acts of kindness. Other schools held assemblies and pep rallies,
decorated classroom doors, and participated in essay and poster contests (see next article on
Renaissance).
The culminating event was the "Week of Respect" Ceremony held at City Hall on Friday, October 9,
2015, where two hundred (200) student representatives from five schools (PS 14, 15, 16, 33, and
34) were in attendance. Mayor Steven Fulop spoke to the students about the importance of
standing up to bullying and read a City Proclamation. Associate Superintendent of Student Life &
Services Franklin Walker spoke, as did the district's Anti-Bullying Coordinator Paula Christen. At
the end of the program, the district's "Be Bold Ban Bullying" banner was raised outside City Hall.
"The district takes bullying very seriously and investigates all incidents that come to each school's
attention. Every school has an Anti-Bullying Specialist who works with the School Safety Team in
helping to ensure that the school is a safe haven for students, as well as working to improve school
climate," Ms. Christen said.

RENAISSANCE TEAMS
WITH PEARSON FOR A
"WEEK OF RESPECT"
Renaissance Institute's Day of Service took
place on October 8 during the National AntiBullying "Week of Respect." Staff, students,
and volunteers from Pearson collaborated to
create an environment that reinforces teaching
and learning. The entire school family focused
on the core character values of trustworthiness,
Renaissance staff and Pearson reps take part in a
respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and
citizenship. Students chose their team for the "Week of Respect" by beautifying Renaissance hallways
day based on a character trait. Each character with inspirational messages and paintings.
team painted the school pillars with power
words or values to better understand that character accountability is never-ending. Based on
these values and the behaviors of these words, students will be reminded about how to arrive at an
ethical decision throughout the school year.

PEARSON ALSO VISITS
PS 14 FOR "A DAY OF
SERVICE"
Pearson recently partnered with Rev. Dr. Ollie
E. Culbreth, Jr. PS 14 in "reclaiming" some
space for teachers. Representatives joined with
teachers in the "Fan Room" to clean it up and
make it a more functional space. Pearson very
much values the relationship and partnership
with Jersey City Public Schools. Principal
Representatives from Pearson are geared up and ready
Sharon Abbruscato thanked Pearson by
to clean out the "Fan Room" at PS 14 to make it a more
stating, "Finally, we have a functional Fan
functional space for teachers.
Room that is now available for use by our
teachers. What your team accomplished in a
day would have taken us days, if not months. It is obvious to all the REAL work that was done
here." Everyone in the building is amazed at the results. Some teachers are even claiming the Fan
Room as their own. Great job, and a special thank you again to Pearson.

PS 25 JOINS HUDSON
TMA IN "WALKING TO
SCHOOL"
In late September, Nicolaus Copernicus PS
25 participated in the Hudson TMA's "Walk
to School" Program. The program
encourages parents to walk their children to
school rather than dropping them off by
vehicle. The parents, students, principal,
physical education teacher, school
PS 25 families, joined by school staff, teamed up with
counselor, and TMA staff met at Leonard
Hudson TMA for a "walk to school" event.
Gordon Park on Kennedy Boulevard in the
Heights at 8 a.m. To "kick-off" and show
support for the program, the TMA's mascot Buster the Bus lead a one-block ceremonial march to
the front of the school. After arriving at school, the TMA offered a fun, interactive, and educational
presentation to students in grades K-3 promoting the benefits of walking.

PS 5 CELEBRATES
HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH
Dr. Michael Conti PS 5 and their Dual
Language Program recently held an
assembly to honor Hispanic Heritage
Month. Peers, staff, and parents were
treated to a wonderful line-up of talent at
the "Student Recital of Songs, Poems &
Plays." Students in grades Pre-K to 5
presented songs, poems, and skits in
Spanish, reflecting the guiding principle of

PS 5 students perform at the Dual Language Program
assembly.

the Dual Language Program--that is, the importance for children to learn more than one language.
PS 5 Principal John J. Rivero notes, "Acquiring a second language is not only a means to
communicate with others, it is an essential tool for understanding and appreciating other cultures in
our growing multicultural society." Whether it was reciting a student-written acrostic poem on
"amigos," singing a lively rendition of a Ricky Martin song, or performing "Anacleto the Skeleton"
dressed in costumes inspired by the Mexican "Day of the Dead" celebrations, the Dual Language
Assembly was a huge success.

HEIGHTS BUSINESSES
GET A "TREAT" OF
ARTWORK FROM LOCAL
STUDENTS
The Central Avenue Special Improvement
District Management Corporation (CASID), in
partnership with the Jersey City Board of
Education, announced the fifteen (15) winners
of the first annual Heights' Halloween Window
Painting Contest, held two weeks ago on
Central Avenue.

A student paints a mural on "Fragrance & Accessories"
at 341 Central Avenue.

Three winners per grade were awarded ribbons recognizing their artwork as the best in the
categories of humor, content, and overall composition. Each of the five overall composition winners
received a $25 gift certificate. In total, ninety-eight (98) students from the local elementary and
grammar schools came to Central Avenue and painted Halloween portraits on storefront windows
within the shopping district.

Students paint their Halloween murals on all the windows at the Dunkin Donuts at 318 Central Avenue.

More than 50 businesses offered window spaces for the kids to paint. Organizers said the CASID
expects that number to double next year because this event was so well received by the

neighborhood and business community.
"On behalf of the shopping district, I want to thank everyone at the Jersey City school district that
partnered with us and helped put this together--especially District Supervisor Ann Marley," said
CASID President Sanford Fishman. "All the participants did great to help make the Avenue look
more festive for Halloween than it has ever been."
Thank you to Schools 4, 6, 7, 8, 15, 25, 27, 28 and 34 for participating. The event was very
successful and enjoyed by all participants. In addition to a commemorative ribbon, the winners of
the overall composition received a $25 gift card to shop at the local businesses along the avenue.
Parents, family members, and winners attended the ceremony on Saturday, October 31, and were
invited to partake in a "Trick or Treat" afternoon along the avenue.
(excerpts from The Jersey Journal)

Congratualtions to Academy I Middle School for winning best attendance for the month of October
with a 98.2% rate!

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
11/24 - Elementary School Parent Conference Night, 6:30-8 p.m.
11/26-11/27 - Thanksgiving Recess
12/5 - SAT Administration at Dickinson High School
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