SUPERINTENDENT MESSAGE – DECEMBER 2018
Greetings Dover School Community,
With the passing of Thanksgiving and Black Friday, the holiday season is officially underway. I have already
experienced four out of five grandchildren hinting what they want for Christmas. Each day, their list grows
a little longer with exception of the one-year-old granddaughter. I told my wife, Adelina would enjoy the
wrapping paper and the boxes.
In addition, my wife is already planning the gift purchasing and the upcoming holiday season with our two
daughters and her mother. With our family living in three states, the location for the holiday season has
been established – Wisconsin. My part is completed with planning the travel logistics.
The anticipation of the season can cause a great deal of excitement as well as anxiety as everyone scurries
to complete their checklist in preparation for the holiday season. If you are like our family, we always talk
about taking a simpler approach, yet the hustle and hurry always finds a way to creep into the season.
May I suggest that we pause and enjoy the season and most importantly the good will, peace, and joy
associated with the season.
When our oldest grandson Sam was three-years-old, we lived in Appleton, Wisconsin. My wife and oldest
daughter wanted to go to the mall to complete their Christmas shopping. Sam and I tagged along for the
trip. We found our way to the play area where Sam immediately connected with the other children of
with different backgrounds and experiences, some the same age others younger and older. For over an
hour, they found great joy and fun in running, chasing, and climbing with each other. The older children
looked out for the younger children as they played. As other children arrived at the play area, they were
invited to join in the adventure. Strangers, but companions in play that just enjoyed the moment and the
fellowship of one another.
As I watched, it suddenly dawned-on-me, this is true spirit of the holiday season. The simple act of
accepting each other and enjoying one-another’s company, helping one another as needed, and
contributing to the play, and embracing the time together. As December and the holiday season ascends
upon us, I encourage you to see the season through the eye of children playing and enjoying the moment.
I believe you will find renewal and a way to embrace the fellowship and the joyful spirit of the holiday
season that carry your through the season and beyond. I wish you a wonderful and fulfilling holiday
season.
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Bill
Superintendent

Dover Schools Updates
DMS – FACE-2-FACE UNPLUGGED CONVERSATIONS

The facilitators are excited about the next two unplugged conversations and are in
the planning process for January and April. Parents and other adult community
members are invited to join the unplugged conversations.

The dates and times for the two remaining conversations will be January 15 and
April 2 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Dover Middle School. These conversations can
serve to enhance your relationship with your child and open the lines of
communication during the early adolescent years, when open communication is critical.

BUDGET SEASON

Budget season for Fiscal Year 2020 has started for the Dover School District. The
following is the timeline established by the Board for the development of the
budget:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

December 10 – Superintendent to present proposed budget to the School Board
January 7 – School Board Budget Workshop
January 14 – School Board Budget Workshop
January 22 – School Board Budget Workshop
January 28 – School Board Budget Workshop
February 4 – School Board to adopt Budget
February 11 – School Board back up date to adopt Budget
February 15 – School Budget due to the City Manager – Tentative Date
April 3 – Superintendent to present Budget to the City Council – Tentative Date
April 17 – School Budget Public Hearing – Tentative Date
May – TBD – City Budget (including School Budget) Adoption
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The budget sessions scheduled December through February are critical sessions as the final budget
presented to be presented to the City Council is developed and finalized by the Board. The Board invites
and encourages community members to attend the scheduled sessions so you may be informed for the
financial needs of the Dover School District.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED

Dover School District needs substitute teachers. If you are interested in

serving in this capacity contact Evonne Kill-Kish at 516-6241 or
e.kill.kish@dover.k12.nh.us.

DOVER SCHOOL’S FACEBOOK

Check-out the Dover School Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/DoverNHSchoolDistrict. It is a way to
stay informed of the current events of the Dover School District. There are many good happenings
occurring in your Dover School District.

NEW DOVER SCHOOL’S WEBPAGE

The District is engaged with Edlio in the design and development of a new Dover
School District Webpage. In November, the website went live. During the next
several months, the website will continue to evolve. If you have feedback you wish
to share, please send email to v.kuzmitski@dover.k12.nh.us.
The new website also contains professional videos pertaining to ten topics related to digital citizenship
to assist parents/guardians in helping their children to become responsible digital citizens.
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NEW FACILITIES DIRECTOR NAMED

Mike Brooks has been named the new Director of Facilities with C&W
Services. With his background as the Clerk of the Works for the Dover High
School and CTC construction project and the Garrison renovation, he brings
an outstanding skill set and experience to the position. We welcome Mike
Brooks in this new position and look forward to his outstanding service to
the Dover School District.

SEED

SEED, a nonprofit organization dedicated to lifting academic excellence in Dover
schools, recently granted Dover teachers more than $9,500 to implement innovative
learning projects across all grade levels from elementary to high school.

Dover Middle School received the largest grant award. Kate Schulten was given $5,000 to purchase three
collaboration stations to create an innovative learning atmosphere. Thanks to a prior year SEED grant,
Schulten was able to attend Growth Mindset training and these stations connect the methodology with a
hands-on tool that fully immerses students in problem solving and teamwork. The stations consist of
uniquely shaped, whiteboard-topped tables that can also be elevated for sit/stand options to allow
students to move around and interact during the brainstorming process. Also at the middle school, eighth
grade math teacher Patty Mulqueen was gifted a grant valued at $500 to purchase innovative logic games
to engage students’ logic and reasoning skills in a non-traditional manner.
At Garrison Elementary, Becca Cotter received $249 for an IXL classroom license for four main content
areas: Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. IXL is an educational learning program that
targets student’s needs. Individuals can fill gaps in learning at school and at home, while being challenged
in other disciplines where they are more confident.
Meanwhile, Woodman Park School teacher Katie Gorski was awarded $600 to purchase tools for the
Zones of Regulation program which enables students to determine if they are ready to learn and
empowers them to utilize exercise tools to improve their learning experience.
At Dover High School, Transition Coordinator Baylee St. Pierre was approved for two grants with a
combined value of $1,400 to support transportation to work-based learning opportunities outside of the
classroom and provide life skills lessons for developmentally disabled students. History teacher Eric
Salmonsen received $750 for project-based learning equipment that will allow students to create and edit
history-themed Podcasts using current technology.
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Finally, Seacoast Charter School was given two awards. Art teacher Hanna Pasquale received $1,000 to
create an authentic darkroom to allow students to better understand development and light/exposure
fundamentals of film photography. Karen Donahue received $700 towards professional development in
the area of STEM.
SEED is currently underway with its Lighting the Way to Learning appeal, an intense effort by SEED's
entirely volunteer-led organization to raise $150,000 toward creating a $500,000 endowment fund. The
endowment fund will create a legacy for educational excellence in Dover public schools by allowing the
nonprofit to underwrite grant awards in perpetuity. To learn more visit www.doverseed.org.

DECEMBER 2018 SIGNIFICANT DATES
December 8
December 11
December 12
December 18

Garrison School PTA Holiday Breakfast, GES 8:00 am-10:00 am
6 Grade Band/Chorus Event, DHS 7:00 pm
7-12 Grade Chorus Event, DHS 7:00 pm
7-12 Grade Band Event, DHS 7:00 pm

AWARD WINNING BOOKS
Some books you may want to consider as gifts to your children. The gist of reading
and enjoying books continues to give into the future.
This article in Language Arts showcases the winners of the 2018 NCTE Charlotte
Huck Awards for Outstanding Fiction for Children (age 5-12):

§
§

§
§
§
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§ After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again written and illustrated
by Dan Santat (Roaring Brook, 2017) – Humpty’s journey to recovery.
§ The End of the Wild by Nicole Helget (Little, Brown, 2017) – Fracking threatens a
family’s woods, but may bring in money to heal intergenerational divisions.
Forever, or a Long, Long Time by Caela Carter (HarperCollins, 2017) – Two foster children
struggle to discover their origins.
Little Fox in the Forest written and illustrated by Stephanie Graegin (Schwartz & Wade, 2017)
– In this wordless picture book, a little girl’s toy fox is snatched by a real fox, leading the girl
and a friend into a magical, secret forest.
Refugee by Alan Gratz (Scholastic, 2017) – The stories of refugees from Nazi Germany in the
1930s, Castro’s Cuba in 1994, and Syria in 2015.
The Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet! by Carmen Agra Deedy, illustrated by Eugene Yelchin
(Scholastic, 2017) – A rooster keeps crowing in a town that has outlawed singing.
All’s Faire in Middle School written and illustrated by Victoria Jamieson (Dial, 2017) – A
homeschooled child of actors makes her way in middle school, helped by the fact that she’s a
knight in training.
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§

§
§
§
§
§

§

Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan (Salaam Reads, 2017) – A 12-year-old Pakistani American
contends with Islamophobia and anti-Muslim prejudice, singing “A Change Is Gonna Come”
at a winter concert.
Big Cat, Little Cat written and illustrated by Elisha Cooper (Roaring Brook, 2017) – A kitten
arrives to keep a bigger cat company, and they grow up together.
Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut by Derrick Barnes, illustrated by Gordon James (Denene
Millner, 2017) – An African-American boy gets a very special haircut.
Saving Marty by Paul Griffin (Dial, 2017) – Eleven-year-old Lorenzo deals with the memory of
his father, who died while serving in the military, and raises a pig who thinks he’s a dog.
Shelter by Celine Claire, illustrated by Qin Leng (Kids Can, 2017) – Forest animals prepare for
an approaching storm.
Stef Soto, Taco Queen by Jennifer Torres (Little, Brown 2017) – A seventh grader deals with
teasing at school and has to decide whether to join with her father in fighting for fair working
conditions for mobile food truck vendors.
Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (Feiwel and Friends, 2017) – Red, a tree that has lived for
216 rings, narrates its history, friends, inhabitants, and neighbors.

“2018 Charlotte Huck Awards for Outstanding Fiction for Children” by Erika Thulin Dawes, Maria Acevedo-Aquino, Bettie Parsons
Barger, Desiree Cueto, Mary Lee Hahn, Joyce Herbeck, and Stacey Ross in Language Arts, November 2018 (Vol. 96, #2, p. 119126)

In this feature in Language Arts, Mary Ann Cappiello and six colleagues share the winners of the annual
Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction:
§ Grand Canyon by Jason Chin (Roaring Brook, 2017) – A fully illustrated exploration of the
Grand Canyon from the rim to the deepest depths.
§ Chef Roy Choi and the Sweet Food Remix by Jacqueline Briggs Martin and June Jo Lee,
illustrated by Man One (Readers to Eaters, 2017) – The son of Korean immigrants learns
high-end cooking and ends up running a successful food truck in Los Angeles.
§ Dazzle Ships: World War I and the Art of Confusion by Chris Barton, illustrated by Victo
Ngai (Millbrook, 2017) – The story behind the Dazzle camouflage paint scheme used on
allied ships during World War I and II.
§ Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers, illustrated by Shawn Harris (Chronicle, 2017) – The story
behind the Statue of Liberty, including the torch, the seven rays in her crown, the
inscription on the book she holds, the broken chains at her feet, and the reason one foot
is striding forward.
§ The Quilts of Gee’s Bend by Susan Goldman Rubin (Abrams, 2017) – The descendants of
Alabama slaves come together each night to quilt, chat, laugh, and sing hymns as they
stitch scraps of old shirts, dresses, and aprons into vibrant designs.
§ The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid by Jeanette Winter
(Beach Lane, 2017) – The life of an award-winning, convention-bending architect and the
ideas, images, and dreams that shaped her life.
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§

§

§

§

§

§

§

§

Danza!: Amalia Hernández and El Ballet Folklórico de Mexico by Duncan Tonatiuh
(Abrams, 2017) – The story behind choreographing and performing ballets based on the
folklórico traditions of villages across Mexico.
Fault Lines in the Constitution: The Framers, Their Fights, and the Flaws That Affect Us
Today by Cynthia Levinson and Sanford Levinson (Peachtree, 2017) – This book lays out
the “limitations, ambiguities, and flatly bad ideas” in the U.S. Constitution that have led to
crises through the nation’s history.
If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams (Roaring Books, 2017) – A smart and insightful child
of color invites readers to consider the devastating implications of a planet without
sharks.
Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac Newton, Reveal’d by Mary Losure (Candlewick,
2017) – A narrative biography of the father of physics, beginning with his awkward and
bookish childhood and drawing on his notebooks and diaries.
Life on Surtsey: Iceland’s Upstart Island by Loree Griffin Burns (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, 2017) – The ecosystem of an island newly generated in 1963 and now home to
myriad flora and fauna.
Maya Lin: Thinking with Her Hands by Susan Goldman Rubin (Chronicle, 2017) – The life
of the mastermind architect and activist (creator of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C.).
The Music of Life: Bartolomeo Cristofori and the Invention of the Piano by Elizabeth
Rusch, illustrated by Marjorie Priceman (Atheneum, 2017) – Through trial and error,
Cristofori crafted an instrument that can play piano (softly) and forte (loudly), and how
the instrument unleashed the musical imagination of composers from Haydn to Joplin.
The Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and Found by Martin Sandler (Candlewick,
2017) – The discovery of the wreck of the Whydah off the coast of Cape Cod in 1984 has
opened the troubling history of this ship in the 1700s.

“2018 Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children” by Mary Ann Cappiello, Seemi Aziz-Raina, Denise Dávila,
Daryl Grabarek, Jennifer Graff, Scott Riley, and Julie Waugh in Language Arts, November 2018 (Vol. 96, #2, p. 127-134)

Dover Schools Strategic Plan
GOAL 1: The Dover School District will improve educational outcomes for students by effectively engaging
with the broader community.
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GOAL 2: The Dover School District will develop and sustain a culture that is characterized by optimizing
social, emotional, civic, physical, and rigorous academic learning.
GOAL 3: The Dover School District is committed to continue investments in infrastructure to support
student learning inclusive of facilities, technology, and safety-security.
GOAL 4: The Dover School District will recruit, hire, develop and retain effective and caring educators and
support them in their growth as strong community members.
The following objectives have been selected for emphasis during the 2018-2019 school year:
OBJECTIVE 1.1 – STUDENT VOICE: We will enhance student voice by crating a student-driven environment
that allows students to have meaningful input and choice into their learning program.
OBJECTIVE 1.2 – STUDENT SUPPORT AND WELLNESS: We will enhance the support and wellness of all
students through purposeful engagement in school and community-based activities.
OBJECTIVE 1.5 - COMMUNITY UNDERSTANDING AND PARTICIPATION: We will provide opportunities for
diverse community stakeholders to engage with the Dover schools in shared problem solving and decision
making.
OBJECTIVE 2.1 – SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL: We will promote and support the overall health and
well-being of all students and staff.
OBJECTIVE 2.2 – STUDENT ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING: We will maximize each student’s engagement in
learning.
OBJECTIVE 2.4 – COMPETENCY-BASED EDUCATION: We will optimize student learning and achievement
by developing and implementing a competency-based education model.
The goals will be the focal point of the District’s work with the aim to continually improve the quality and
effectiveness of the Dover School District.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
GOODNESS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
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Do all the good you can.
Do all the means you can.
In all the ways you can.
In all the places you can.
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ü At all times you can.
ü To all the people you can.
ü As long as ever you can.
John Wesley
Ø Some Acts of Kindness: https://youtu.be/cdDYCgQX_GA

ATTENDANCE
While the term ‘chronically absent student’ brings to mind a teenager cutting school, propensity to be
chronically absent actually begins to emerge early in kindergarten and is often as prevalent in early grades
as it is in middle and high school,” say Carly Robinson (Harvard Graduate School of Education), Monica
Lee (Stanford University), Eric Dearing (Boston College), and Todd Rogers (Harvard Kennedy School) in this
American Educational Research Journal article. “As it stands, we know absenteeism robustly predicts
many consequential educational outcomes, but much less about how to effectively improve attendance.”

Attendance in early grades affects student learning.

9|Page

