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“Where Children Are Always First”

Students Take ‘A Peek Into Spartanburg’

Second grade students at Fairforest
Elementary have developed a newly
found appreciation for their community, and they composed a book
to prove it. Under the direction of
STEM Coordinator Ashley Blackwelder, students in Lacey Barone’s
class, visited several historical and
well-known places around Spartanburg county. They captured photos, developed detailed notes, and then
created a book to share with others. This project-based learning project
stretched the minds and imaginations of the students. They were thrilled
to show off their final project
during a book release party
at Hub City Writers in downtown Spartanburg. The book,
entitled, A Peek Into Spartanburg, can be purchased at Hub
City. Among the list of best
places to visit was, of course,
the Dorman Cavalier Stadium.

Dorman Coach Receives State Recognition

Dorman’s Head Football Coach
Dave Gutshall recently received the
tremendous honor of being inducted
into the S.C. Football Coaches
Hall of Fame. He was one of only
four coaches across the state to be
inducted this year. Coach Gutshall
began working in District Six in
1993 and has a career record of 396136 and five state championships, including two at Dorman. Gutshall
is grateful for everyone who has supported him throughout his career.
He says, “It is always humbling to receive recognition when you
were nominated by your peers. I have been fortunate to have worked
with great people.” In 2014, Coach Gutshall was inducted into the
SC Athletic Coaches Association Hall of Fame. Pictured above:

(Left-District Six Superintendent Dr. Darryl Owings, Center-Coach Dave
Gutshall, Right-DHS Principal Ken Kiser)

Students Embrace New
Program Aimed at Protecting
the Environment

District Six has implemented a new composting
program to help aid the environment and cut down
the amount of waste generated in lunchrooms.
Thanks to a partnership with a commercial
composting company, Atlas Organics, students
are taught to be mindful about the waste we make,
what it means to compost, and how composting
helps reduce the amount of waste in landfills. In
the lunchroom, students separate their leftovers
and containers into two categories: general trash
and food and paper waste that can be recycled
into compost. Last Spring, Fairforest Elementary
School piloted this program in its lunchroom.
After such positive results this year, we expanded
the program to include Woodland Heights, Lone
Oak, Jesse Bobo, and Arcadia. Since the program’s
inception, the district has collected a total of
194,032 pounds for composting. The program
allows us to reduce waste and also helps us provide
compost for District Six at Cragmoor Farms.

Hitting a Homerun- District Six Celebrates Former Baseball Championship Teams
Dorman’s Athletic Department held
a special recognition for the past
baseball state championship teams
from District Six on December 18.
The evening began with a banquet
in the Dorman cafeteria where the
teams from 1953 and 1964, known as
the Hornets, and made up of players
from Roebuck and Fairforest High
Schools. The Dorman state baseball
championship teams from 1971 and
2018 were also honored. A member or coach from each team spoke about
their championship season. Everyone made their way to the Dorman Arena
where they were honored at the halftime of the Dorman vs. Spartanburg
basketball game. Each honoree received a state championship ring for
his accomplishments, just like the current athletes at Dorman receive for
winning a state title. Picture top left is the championship team from 1953, top
right 1971 and bottom right 1964. Photos provided by Ed Overstreet.

JROTC Continues
Trend of Excellence

For thirty-two years in a row,
Dorman’s JROTC has been named
an Honor Unit with Distinction.
Working as a cohesive team, the
JROTC unit achieved an exceptional
overall score of 96.6% during
the Program of Accreditation.
According to Lieutenant Colonel
Clarence Bowser being named an
Honor Unit with Distinction is the
gold star standard and the highest
accreditation level possible. The
accreditation process included a
series of drill exams, inspections,
interviews, and a service learning
project presentation.

Roebuck Teacher
County-Wide Essay Contest Recognized for Mentorship
DHS Student Wins

Dorman student Kylan Hayes is
a winner in this year’s Spartanburg
County Bar Association Essay Contest.
Kylan wrote the overall winning essay of
all sophomores in Spartanburg County.
The essays are graded by attorneys
and judges. The title of Kylan’s essay
was “The True Separation of Powers.”
He wrote about the importance of
separating the powers allocated to
the three key branches of government
in order to maintain a Democratic
Republic. Judge Mark Hayes presented
Kylan with a certificate, a medallion,
and a financial award. Pictured above
(L-R) Judge Mark Hayes, Kylan Hayes,
Dorman Principal Ken Kiser
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District Six educator Lindsey
Harris is one of only twelve teachers
statewide nominated for the Jessie
Williams Little “Leading the Way”
Award. The award recognizes a SC
educator making an impact as a
mentor for future and beginning
teachers. Winthrop alumni Jessie and
John Little created the award. Lindsey
teaches at Roebuck Elementary and
is pictured above (top right) creating
a Minecraft room transformation.
A recognition dinner will be held
Feb. 28 at Winthrop. All finalists will
receive a financial award with the
top nominee taking home a check
for $2,500.

Visual Expressions of Strength, Hope, & Love Awarded
Each year Spartanburg holds a Unity Week Celebration. These week-long events,
lead up to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and focus on King’s message of love
and unity. During this year’s culminating event, held on January 21st, District Six
students were honored for placing in the MLK poster contest. This year’s theme
was “Strength. Hope. Love. That’s Spartanburg!” The following students were
recognized: Elementary: K-3rd Grade Division: 1st Place - Payden Pitman; 2nd
Place - Abbie Parris; 3rd Place - Addie Cox; 4th-6th Grade Division, 3rd Place Meg Rousseau. Each of these students attends Anderson Mill Elementary School.

Hour of Code - Log into Learning

District Six students recently participated in Computer
Education Science Week by taking part in the annual
Hour of Code. Hour of Code is the largest learning
event in history and included over 600 million
participants worldwide. Computer science develops
problem-solving skills, logic, and creativity; plus,
prepares students for future careers. At Woodland
Heights students, from K4-5th grade, took part in
Hour of Code activities and tutorials during library
and computer classes. Several schools in District
Six were able to take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity for students.

Media Specialist Shares Words of Wisdom

Woodland Heights’ media specialist, Elizabeth Graham, was recently published in the fall
edition of the SCASL Messenger, a quarterly
publication of the South Carolina Association
of School Librarians. The magazine featured
two articles, written by Graham, related to beginning the school year strong with new twists
on library orientations. This school year, Graham incorporated a Library Scavenger Hunt
and a Flipped Library Orientation to familiarize
the students with the library. These ideas were
shared in detail in the publication along with several pictures of our students participating in the activities. Graham says she is always looking for new ideas to
remind students of the adventures that await them in a library.
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Dawkins Grant Helps
Students and Staff
Improve Health

Keeping those New Year’s
resolutions are much easier
for those at Dawkins Middle
School. Thanks to a grant,
written by Coach Andy
Hallman, DMS received new
workout equipment for the
school’s weight room. Coach
Hallman says the equipment
can help improve the health of
both students and faculty at the
school. Pictured above, sixth-grade
students Cross Jenkinson and Keylee
Vaughn are enjoying a quick workout.

District Six to
Hold Mobile Meals
Fundaiser
OUR
NEIGHBORS
ARE HUNGRY
Mobile Meals
of Spartanburg
serves 1200 frail
and homebound
recipients a hot meal
each weekday.
You can help by
making a donation.

On Valentines Day, District
Six is
VALENTINE’S
DAY

FUNDRAISER
FOR MOBILE
MEALS!
asking our community
to support

Mobile Meals. The organization

Students & Faculty of Spartanburg County Schools

feeds more than
one-thousand
PLEASE
GIVE!

homebound community members each weekday. Schools are
accepting financial donations on
February 14th.

Your Classroom Could Win A Prize for Most Funds Raised – Give on Feb. 14th!

Invention Convention - Roebuck Students Reveal Innovative Designs
Roebuck Elementary fourth-graders completed a problem-based learning
unit in which they engaged in the Engineering Design Process to create an
invention to solve a real-world problem. Students brainstormed various ideas,
created their inventions, and made improvements through numerous test-trials.
The students then met with Clemson
Engineering doctoral students oneon-one to receive feedback not only
for their invention, but also on the
advertising and business pitches
for their invention. A few of the
inventions included: The Shoe Deodorizer, Doggie Earmuffs, and a Privacy
Wand. We are proud of our students and all of the hard work that was invested
in this process.

FMS Parents Test Their STEAM Skills
Parents attending FMS’ Parent
Night were recently engaged in a
STEAM Experience in which they
learned about the Engineering
Design process. Parents were
faced with a problem in which
they needed to design and build a
vessel that had to carry passengers
and products through potentially
rough seas to a destination.
The competition was fierce, but
friendly, ending with the declaration of a winner who received a gift
card. FMS holds monthly parent meetings to open conversations,
between parents and students, about what they are doing at school all
day and to help parents or community members understand more about
what it means for students to attend a STEAM School.

Composing Creativity
Lone Oak Holds Writer’s Workshop
On Wednesday, December 5th, firstgrade students and teachers celebrated
writing success. Students have been
hard at work writing informational
texts
and
narratives.
Parents,
community members, and district
office personnel were invited to a
Writer’s Workshop Celebration in the
Media Center. Students shared their
writings from the first semester and
read select stories. Everyone was able
to enjoy refreshments in celebration of
the great writing success for the year.
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Arcadia Families Enjoy
Evening of Literacy Fun

Arcadia Elementary recently hosted
a warm, fun-filled literacy night. The
school invited students, families, and the
community to experience ways in which
reading can be fun. The school’s “Walking
in a Reading Wonderland” literacy night
started out with a guest speaker from
Cyrill-Westside Library. Families then
chose from different literacy activities
created by Arcadia teachers. Families
could create poetry ornaments, listen
to books under a snowy night sky, use
text-structure to figure out how to create
snowflakes or participate in a snowball
relay race to see who could find sightwords the fastest. One added bonus to
our literacy night was the opportunity for
students, and guests, to bring in a copy of
their favorite recipe in order to create an
Arcadia Elementary Cookbook.

Eagle Scout/Former West View Student Gives Back to His Alma Mater
A Dorman High School student chose his elementary school to complete an Eagle
Scout project. Isaiah Colon helped refurbish seven existing picnic tables that
students use for projects, picnic lunches, and after school activities. The tables were
originally custom-made and were larger than traditional tables purchased at local
hardware stores, making it difficult to find replacements to seat such large numbers
of children. Isaiah submitted a project proposal, time line, and budget to volunteer
his time to rebuild the tables for the school. He and his team purchased new lumber
to replace worn or splitting boards, redesigned the tables to reinforce them and make
them stronger, and painted them to match the building and withstand the weather.

Teachers Breaking Down Barriers -ESOL Teachers Share Best Practices

ESOL Educators from District Six recently presented “We Have a STORY to Tell!”
at the Carolina TESOL(Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
Annual Conference in Asheville, North Carolina. Based on the book, Refugee, by
Alan Gratz, educators from North and South Carolina embarked on a professional
development journey with a focus on enrichment opportunities for students who
speak another language. Participants engaged in reading activities, explored
multiple content standards across the entire curriculum, and participated in STEAM
activities. Presenters and District ESOL educators, Dr. Connie Banks, Cristin Harris,
Paula Ross, and Kristin Spears, were awarded the “Best of Carolina TESOL” for
2018, by conference attendees for their outstanding presentation. Carolina TESOL
presented each ESOL teacher a free membership to National TESOL conference.

Pictured Left to Right: Paula Ross, Kristen Spears
and Cristin Harris.
(Not Pictured Dr. Connie Banks)

District Six Child Development Center Gives Students Solid Foundation
The Spartanburg School District Six Preschool program provides 4-year-olds a
foundation upon which District Six strives to prepare students for college and
career readiness. Child-centered structure and routine, along with a focus on
early literacy, and teaching children a variety of cognitive, social, emotional,
motor, and language skills, is the core of 4K curriculum. Students receive
academic instruction from certified early childhood teachers as they learn
through play, in a safe, nurturing environment. Parents of children, who will
reach the age of 4-years old by September 1, 2019, will have an opportunity to
schedule an appointment for their child’s screening in the Spring of 2019. More
information will be provided on our district web page and printed materials.

Having The Heart to Give - Jesse Bobo Students Give Back to their Community
Students at Jesse Bobo Elementary exceeded their goals for giving last fall.
During the month of October, students, led by Student Council, participated
in “Sock-tober,” collecting new warm socks for the homeless and others in
need. Students set a goal of 100 pairs of socks. By the end of October, Bobo
students had donated over 350 pairs of socks. The socks were given to the
District Six clothing bank to help families within our school system. Students
also collected canned goods during the months of November and December.
Those items were also donated to the District Six Food Pantry. These service
learning projects teach children the importance of giving and helping others
in their community.
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New Gaga Pit Installed at the CDC
The students at the CDC are very excited to be working on gross motor
as well as visual perceptual skills while having
a great time with their friends and getting a
serious workout! Hub City Church awarded
a grant to the CDC, providing a Gaga Pit for
the children at the Child Development Center.
Coach Jack Arthur is teaching the students how
to play Gaga Ball; a kinder, gentler version of
Dodge Ball. The game is played with a soft
foam ball, and combines the skills of dodging,
striking, running, and jumping, while trying to hit opponents with a ball
below the knees. Many thanks to Hub City Church and to Spartanburg
District Six Maintenance Department for bringing this fun sport into the
lives of the children at the Child Development Center.

Gable Supports
Students with Cancer

Join Us for Our
Upcoming One Act
Marvel Plays

PGS Celebrates Sharpen
Your Saw Club Day

As a Leader in Me School, students
from Pauline-Glenn Springs recently
took time to focus on habit number
seven: Sharpen Your Saw. PGS
synergized with parent volunteers,
custodial staff, related arts teachers,
and Dorman students to offer special
clubs during the day. Students were
able to participate in two Sharpen your
Saw clubs. They were able to choose
from a variety of clubs including
LEGO, CPR, jewelry making, yoga,
fishing, nails, hair, football, and more.

Cavalier CARE-oling in
the Community
Gable’s Junior Beta Club held a collection drive to collect toiletries and other
items for Children’s Cancer Partners of
the Carolinas and their Little Brian’s
Bag of Blessings program. Little Brian’s
Bag of Blessings is a local ministry that
delivers practical support to families
of children who have been newly diagnosed with cancer and urgently admitted
to the cancer unit of the hospital.

Dawkins Families Sponsor Angels
The Dawkins Middle School sixth grade
Beta Club worked with the Spartanburg
Soup Kitchen to sponsor 20 children
from their summer enrichment program.
Sponsors, Crystal Fletcher and Holly
Banke, made angels with the children’s
wishes. After selecting angels from the
tree, students worked in pairs to purchase
presents to bring cheer to children in our
community.
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A new heart-warming tradition
in Dorman spreads holiday cheer
throughout the community. Dorman
faculty, staff, and their families met after
work, boarded a bus, and went Cavalier
CARE-oling. The group made stops at
several nursing homes, neighborhoods,
and visited with longtime District Six
educator Larry Gable.(Pictured above)

DFC Students Create
Cards for Local Veterans

Schools across Spartanburg District Six
celebrated veterans in a special way during
the month of November. Dorman Freshman
Campus art students decided they wanted to
create unique cards to express their gratitude
to veterans. DFC art teacher, Jeff Mages, is a
retired Army veteran. The cards were given
to all the veterans who attended DFC’s Veterans Day Program. The remainder of the
cards were distributed to other veterans in
the upstate community.

Students Prepare for
Upcoming Concerto Concert

DHS Student Headed to State Poetry Contest

Dorman High School senior, Alliyah
Jeter, is a finalist in the region Poetry Out
Loud recitation contest. Students have
to memorize three poems and perform a
dramatic monologue. Jeter will represent
our region at the state competition in Columbia on March 9th. She has a chance to
win a trip to Washington, to compete for
a $50,000 scholarship. Pictured left: Jeter
poses with Chris Smutzer, the Dean of the
Dorman School of Arts, Humanities, &
Communication and poetic voice coach.

Little Bits Provide Lots of Learning

Anderson Mill Elementary students are “putting the pieces together”
to learn new concepts through
the use of the school’s new
LittleBits toolkits. LittleBits
are magnetic “bits” that snap
together to turn ideas into inventions, transforming the way kids
learn so they can grow up to be
tomorrow’s change-makers. All
grade-level teachers recently
participated in LittleBits training to develop new ideas for engaging students in learning and are enjoying watching their students “make connections” through the new,
hands-on learning activities.

RD Anderson Offers Meals-To-Go

The annual Concerto Concert will be held
on Tuesday, February 12, at 7:00 p.m. We
hope you will be able to join us for this
beautiful concert. Soloists include Jena Cox,
viola; Maria File, violin; Sally Jolly, violin;
Elizabeth Peacock, piano; Chancellor Roark,
horn; and Jordan Hembree, horn. This event
will take place in the Dorman High School
Fine Arts Center.

Supporting the culinary arts program at RD Anderson is beneficial in more
than one way. Each week, RD Anderson’s
RD Anderson Meals-To-Go
Meals-To-Go program offers family-style
Support Our Culinary Arts Department with
Meals-To-Go! Feed Your Family Delicious Meals
meals for only $20. When you purchase
without Lifting a Finger in the Kitchen!
a meal you are providing internships and
scholarships for students and get a break
from cooking. These delectable meals
meal
family
20 per
le
Only $ es 4-5 peop
will be available beginning February
Serv
4th. You order online on Mondays and
Tuesdays, and pick-up on Thursdays.
These meals have received rave reviews
in the community. For more information
visit www.rdanderson.org and check out
the article under recent news.
February 4th-15th
#1 Cobb Salad w/ Bacon, Tomatoes, Egg, Shredded Cheese, Corn, Blackened Chicken and Ranch
#2- Fried pork chops (5), macaroni and cheese, vegetable medley
#3- Chicken and Egg Noodle Casserole w/ Broccoli, Mushrooms, and Spinach
#4- Chicken and Steak fajitas with rice, pinto beans, tortillas and fresh salsa

February 18th-March 1st
#1- Beef lasagna with Caesar salad
#2- Grilled chicken breast (5) w/ peppers, onion, mushrooms, mashed potatoes, gravy, & vegetable
#3- Country Fried Steak (5 )w/ mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable
#4- Chicken Parmesan (5) with spaghetti, tomato sauce, and Caesar salad
March 4th-March 15th
#1 Fried Chicken Breast w/ mashed potatoes & vegetable
#2- Hamburger steak (5) w/ mushroom gravy, peppers, onions, mashed potatoes & vegetable
#3- Chicken and broccoli Alfredo with Caesar salad
#4- Pulled Pork BBQ w/ baked beans, BBQ Sauce, macaroni and cheese

March 18th-March 29th
#1-Low-Country Boil w/ Garlic Butter and Fresh Cocktail Sauce
#2- Chicken and Vegetable Kabobs, mashed potatoes with gravy, and vegetable
#3 -Hamburger steak (5) with mushroom gravy, peppers, onions, mashed potatoes & vegetable
#4- Roasted pork loin with mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable
April-8th-April 19th
#1- Pulled Pork BBQ w/ baked beans, BBQ Sauce, macaroni and cheese
#2- Fried Chicken Tenders w/ Rice, Honey Mustard and Vegetable
#3- Meatloaf w/ mashed potatoes with gravy, and vegetable medley
#4- Teriyaki chicken stir-fry w/ Fried Rice

April 22-May 10th
#1-Beef Tips w/ Peppers, Onions, Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables
#2-Chicken and Shrimp Etouffee w/ Rice
#3- Chicken Penne Arrabiatta w/ Capers, Mushrooms, Zucchini and Caesar Salad
#4- Hawaiian Chicken with Pineapple, Fried Rice, and Vegetable

TO PLACE AN ORDER visit this link: https://sites.google.com/a/rdastudent.com/rdamealstogo/home
Place your order using the link above Monday or Tuesday before 3:00 pm. Pick up your meal at RD Anderson
between 3:10 pm and 4:00 pm on the specified day. RDA accepts cash or checks. Checks should be made out to
RD Anderson. If you have any questions please email Chef Brown at: abrown@rdanderson.org

District Six SAFETY Tip Line
864-216-4384
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A Message from Our Board Chairman - Mr. Charles Boyd
Entering into a new year is the perfect time to reflect on the amazing achievements of our
students, faculty, and staff. We are so blessed to be a part of a district that cares so much about
its students. I’ve had the opportunity to spend quality time within our schools and it is clear
that our faculty, staff, and administrators are dedicated to inspiring, encouraging, and educating
students. Instilling the importance of life-long learning is key in the field of education and
I am fully aware of the benefits this brings students who graduate from our school system.
My family and I have had the privilege of growing up in this community; with my children
attending District Six schools. I know first hand the impact this district has on its students in
the areas of academics, arts, athletics, and character development. Whether you are a student,
employee, parent, or community member, I encourage you to start this new year off strong.
We can continue to make great strides in District Six if we set well-defined goals and develop
a strategic plan to accomplish them. If we work together, every student can reach his or her
full potential. The Board is also extremely excited about the ongoing construction of the new Fairforest Middle School.
With an anticipated opening of June 2019, the school board is convinced that the new facility will be a true gem in the
Fairforest community. The state-of-the-art facility will include a science center and planetarium to support the school’s
STEAM curriculum. On behalf of the board, I would like to thank everyone for the kind words and acknowledgments
during National School Board Appreciation Month. We were so moved by the presentations from the students during
our January board meeting. We will continue to proudly serve the students of this community and make decisions that
support our mission and vision of putting children first.

District Six Celebrates School Board Appreciation Month

January is School Board Appreciation month. Each year, we look forward to celebrating our board for its vision and valuable
leadership to the children and staff of District Six. During January’s board meeting, students presented each board member
with a special book in his or her honor. A copy is then placed in the school’s library. We are grateful for our Board of Trustees
and also to the students who helped make that evening special. We would also like to congratulate our new officers. By policy,
the election of officers took place in November of 2018. Our new officers are as follows: Mr. Charles Boyd, Chairman - Mr.
Michael Forrester, Vice-Chairman - Mr. Henry Ross, Secretary - and Mrs. Christie Johnson, RD Anderson representative.

Mr. Charles Boyd
Chairman
9 Years of Service

Mr. Michael Forrester
Vice-Chairman
10 Years of Service

Rev. Kevin Harrison
10 Years of Service

Mr. Henry Ross
Secretary
4 Years of Service

Dr. Mary Lou Hightower
18 Years of Service

Mr. Michael Crook
22 Years of Service

Mrs. Christie Johnson
5 Years of Service

Mr. Lynn Harris
24 Years of Service

Mr. Wendell Lee
37 Years of Service

“Spartanburg School District Six, where children are always first, ensures the highest quality education for all children by
providing a highly qualified staff, a challenging curriculum, first-class facilities, and a safe and nurturing environment.”

