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The FAIR Education Act
• Passed in 2011, effective in 2012
• Revised California Education Code 51204.5
• Requires history/social studies education to include social, political, and
economic roles and contributions of LGBT people and people with disabilities
• With other groups in Ed Code, particular emphasis on how this shapes
contemporary society
• Mandates that schools not adopt learning materials with discriminatory bias or
negative stereotypes on gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability
• No state-mandated curriculum, but Framework and Standards must align
• “How to Implement the FAIR Education Act” (UCD HSSP, 2017)

Axioms of K-12 Study of Gender and Sexuality
in US History
1. Family Diversity Is Social Reality
2. Gender Is Diverse, Disciplinary, and Innovative
3. Sexuality Is a Central Field of Social Power and Meaning Making
4. Power, Identity, and History Are Intersectional
5. The Past Produces the Present and Informs Possible Futures
6. Students Should Explore These Concepts in Grade School, Middle School, and High School
7. All of the Above Matters to All Students. It Matters Especially to Some.

Framework: Chapter One—Introduction
• Citizenship
As educators, we want our students to perceive the complexity of social,
economic, and political problems. We want them … to respect the right of
others to differ with them. We want them to take an active role as citizens
and to know how to work for change in a democratic society.…We want them
to develop a keen sense of ethics and citizenship. We want them to develop
respect for all persons as equals regardless of ethnicity, nationality, gender
identity, sexual orientation, and beliefs.

Chapter 20: Access and Equity
• Introduction:
Every California student deserves a world-class 21st century education, one that supports their
achievement of their highest potential. In order to accomplish this goal, it is important to acknowledge
that inequities exist in current educational systems…. Current evidence also indicates that some
groups of students experience a low level of safety and acceptance in schools for reasons including
cultural, ethnic, and linguistic background; disability; sexual orientation [and] socio-economic.

• Culturally Responsive Teaching:
The disciplines of history and the related social sciences provide unique opportunities to integrate
culturally and linguistically responsive teaching into classroom instruction in order to deepen
content understanding, develop literacy, and promote engagement. Students may possess multiple
cultural identities based upon their gender, sexual orientation, class, race, ethnicity, religion, and
disabilities (Ignatjeva and Iliško, 2008). Culturally competent teachers respect these differences, are
aware of their own cultural identity and unconscious biases, and adapt their instruction accordingly.

Grade-By-Grade LGBTQ Content
Elementary School
• Grade Two—People Who Make a Difference
• Grade Four—California: A Changing State
• Grade Five—United States History and Geography: Making a New Nation
Middle School
• Grade Eight—United States History and Geography: Growth and Conflict
High School
• Grade Nine—Elective Courses in History–Social Science
• Grade Ten—World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World
• Grade Eleven—U.S. History and Geography: Continuity and Change in Modern U.S. History
• Grade Twelve—Principles of American Democracy

Grade Two—People Who Make a Difference
LGBTQ Content: Family Diversity as Lived Reality
• Families Today and in the Past
Through studying the stories of a very diverse collection of families, such as
immigrant families, families with lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender
parents and their children, families of color, step- and blended families,
families headed by single parents, extended families, multi-generational
families, families with disabled members, families from different religious
traditions, and adoptive families, students can both locate themselves and
their own families in history and learn about the lives and historical
struggles of their peers.
Teachers should not assume any particular family structure and ask
questions in a way that will easily include children from diverse family
backgrounds. They need be sensitive to family diversity and privacy, and to
protect the wishes of students and parents who prefer not to participate.

Grade 4: California History
• Diverse Gender Roles in the Gold Rush Era

• California’s Role in Emergence of Modern Gay Rights Movement

• LGBT California Heroes

Grade Four—California
• Gold Rush:
Students can also explore how the
gender imbalance between women and
men in California during the gold rush
era allowed women who wished to
participate in the gold rush to pass as
men and led to a number of men to
take on women’s roles…. Students may
also read or listen to primary sources
that both illustrate gender and
relationship diversity and engage
students’ interest in the era, like Bret
Harte’s short story of “The Poet of
Sierra Flat” (1873) or newspaper
articles about the life of the stagecoach
driver Charley Parkhurst, who was born
as a female but who lived as a male,
and who drove stagecoach routes in
northern and central California for
almost 30 years.… Parkhurst was one of
the most famous California drivers.

Remembering Charley Parkhurst: New Opportunities in
Gold Rush-Era California (UC Berkeley History-Social
Science Project, 2016)

Grade Four—California
• California in the Postwar Era:
Students can also study … the emergence
of the nation’s first gay rights
organizations in the 1950s. In the 1970s,
California gay rights groups fought for the
right of gay men and women to teach,
and, in the 2000s, for their right to get
married, culminating in the 2013 and
2015 U.S. Supreme Court decisions
Hollingsworth v. Perry and Obergefell v.
Hodges.
… They learn about the contributions of …
Harvey Milk, a New Yorker who was elected
to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors in
1977 as California’s first openly gay public
official.

Grade 5: Early American History
LGBTQ History-Related Content
• Indigenous North American Gender and Family Role Diversity
• Colonial American Gender Roles

Grade 5: Early American History
Indigenous Gender Diversity
“Students can explore the social and cultural
diversity of American Indians by addressing this
question:
• How were family and community structures of
North American Indians similar to and different
from one another?
• Students … gain a fuller understanding of how
gender roles and family life varied between
different tribes
• Finally, students should appreciate the diversity
of Native American communities and connect
this national story of diverse natives to their
fourth-grade studies of California Indians.”

George Catlin, Dance to the Berdash (Sac and Fox), 1835-37,
Smithsonian American Art Museum

Grade 5: Early American History
Colonial American Gender Roles
• Pilgrims/Puritans:
• When the Pilgrims settled Plymouth, men “did not ask women to sign. This
is a powerful opportunity to discuss the meaning of self-government, gender
norms within society.”
• “[The Puritans] religious views shaped their way of life, clothing, laws,
forms of punishment, education practices, gender expectations, and
institutions of self-government. Puritans believed that God created women
as subordinate companions to men. Women who challenged male authority
or, because of their practical situation were free from male control (through
widowhood, for example), could end up being identified with Satan’s
rebellion against God’s authority; four-fifths of those accused of witchcraft
in colonial New England were women. Although they came to Massachusetts
to escape religious persecution, the Puritans established a society intolerant
of religious dissent and diversity.”

Grade 5: Early American History
Colonial American Gender Roles
• “Quakers believed that divine truth was revealed
not only through the Bible but also through an
‘inner light’ within each human being, regardless
of social status, educational attainment, or
gender. They did not believe in an institutional
ministry, insisting that anyone at a religious
meeting could speak when inspired by God.
Quakers believed that women could take a leading
role as preachers of religious truth, which many
contemporaries saw as ridiculous and dangerous.”
The “Publick Universal Friend,”
from David Hudson's History of
Jemima Wilkinson (1821)

Grade 5: Early American History
Colonial American Gender Roles
• “Virginia was at first an all-male
colony, and even after women
began to arrive the gender ratio
remained skewed throughout most
of the seventeenth century. This
social structure posed significant
challenges for a society that saw
family as a principal agent of
order, economic production, and
basic sustenance.”
“Thomas/ine Hall,”
Corpse Debutante, 2017

Grade 5: Early American History
Colonial American Gender Roles
• Students “analyze the work of men, women, and children to get a sense of
every family member’s function in the colonial home. In a preindustrial
environment, most married men worked on the family farm and spent much
more time with children, especially sons, than in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, when more men spent much time working away from home. Men’s
lives were focused on the family and its work. Women were actively involved in
economic production: not only did they learn, practice, and pass on to the next
generation skills relating to the production of food, clothing, and medicine, but
they often did farm work and were expected to step into their husbands’ shoes
if he was ill or away from home. Women were also active and influential in their
communities and church congregations.”

Grade Eight–United States History and
Geography: Growth and Conflict
LGBTQ-Related Content:
• Regional Variations of Family, Gender, Race, and Gendered
Relations and Change Over Time
• Roles of Industrialization, Urbanization and Emancipation on
Family and Gender Relations
• Colonization and Indigenous Gender/Family Roles

Grade Eight–United States History and
Geography: Growth and Conflict
Regional Gendered Variations/Industrialization
• Northeast:
• “As the family economy gave way to industrial
production, the roles of women and men
changed. Middle-class women devoted
themselves to the home and family, while men
went out to work. An ideology of separate
spheres conceptualized women and men as
fundamentally different.
• As a result, men and women formed close
bonds with one another inside their separate
spheres, while at the same time were also
expected to marry and raise a family.”

Silhouettes of Sylvia Drake
and Charity Bryant

Grade Eight–United States History and
Geography: Growth and Conflict
Slavery and Emancipation
• Students discuss the role that race and gender played in … lives of
enslaved men and women… including the varied family structures they
adopted; the economic and social realities of slave auctions that led to
the separation of nuclear families and encouraged broad kinship bonds
[and] the centrality of sexual violence to the system of slavery….
• The enslaved asserted their humanity in developing a distinct AfricanAmerican culture [which] included less restrictive norms around gender
and sexuality that supported the formation of alternative family
structures within enslaved communities. Students can connect this
information about the slave society by considering the question: What
were slaves lives like? How did slave families live in ways that were
similar to and different from non-slave families?
• Students also explore the impact Reconstruction had on African
American kinship structures and family life.

“Reconstruction Marriage” (1866)

Grade Eight–United States History and
Geography: Growth and Conflict
• The Rise of Industrial America: 1877–1914:
The American Indian wars, the creation of the
reservation system, the development of federal Indian
boarding schools, and the re-allotment of Native lands
profoundly altered Native American social systems
related to governance, family diversity, and gender
diversity.
Allotment entailed breaking up Native lands into
privately held units (largely based on the AngloAmerican model of the male-headed nuclear family),
displacing elements of female and two-spirit authority
traditionally respected in many tribal societies.
Boarding schools in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries took Native children from their parents for
years at a time, imposing Christianity, U.S. gender
binaries and social roles, and English-only education
in an attempt to make them into what school
administrators viewed as proper U.S. citizens.

Brainstorming Connections + Challenges
• How might you apply the new History-Social Science Framework’s LGBTQ
content, concepts, and related themes into your grade level and subject
areas?
• What LGBTQ content in the new Framework seems most challenging to you
and why?
• In what ways could teachers collaborate across subjects and/or grade levels to
build on the LGBTQ axioms and enhance inclusive citizenship values?
• How do you see this being implemented at your school and in your district?

