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God, by your heavenly star, you guided those who were wise to
your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. May your blessing come to rest on
our school and all of us. Make our lives wise with your wisdom,
true to your teaching, and enlivened by your love . May your
Word mad flesh make His home among us. Amen
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK—JANUARY 27—FEBRUARY 1

OPEN HOUSE: Join us on Sunday, January 27 to celebrate the
start of Catholic Schools Week. Family Mass will be at 9:00 AM.
The classrooms will be open from 10 AM until 2:00 PM. The STM
Girl Scouts will be selling breakfast in the hall from 8:30 AM until
2 PM. Applications for the 2019-2020 school year will be available in the school office. Students who wear their formal uniform
that day will receive a free dress pass from their teachers.
Monday, January 28, we are Celebrating Students by having free dress, and giving NO
HOMEWORK.
Tuesday, January 29, we are Celebrating Community focusing on how others serve
through their jobs. Parents and relatives are invited to the classrooms to talk about their careers with the students and faculty. Talk to the classroom teachers if you would like to come
in and speak.
Wednesday, January 30, we are Celebrating Vocations by recognizing and thanking our
religious who have dedicated their lives in the service of God at our Wednesday Vocations
Mass, and providing them with a continental breakfast. The classes will visit the Science Fair
presentations by our junior high students throughout the day, and awards will be presented
in the evening.
Thursday, Parents, guardians and other family members play a vital role in Catholic education. Not only do they volunteer at the school, they instill values and expectations for academic excellence in their children at home. On Celebrating Families day we remind students to thank their parents for the sacrifices they make to allow them to attend STM. Eighth
graders come dressed up to take their Graduation Pictures, and will be responsible for teaching a lesson in the other grades.
Friday, February 1, we Celebrate Faculty and Staff with NOON DISMISSAL and NO AFTER
SCHOOL CARE, so the entire STM staff can enjoy lunch together.
Did You Know? Even if the legal requirements for mandatory reporting may not cover

your specific position, as Catholics, we are called to protect the vulnerable at all times, and
that may mean reporting on inappropriate behavior that puts a child at risk. The only way
we can prevent abuse is to learn the signs and take ownership for the safety of children in
our communities. To read more from the VIRTUS® article “Make a New Year’s Resolution to
Become a Mandatory Reporter,” click here.
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JANUARY 2019
1/14 10:30 AM— WHOLE SCHOOL ROSARY
CHESS AT LUNCH WITH COACH JEFF
11/16 3 PM & 7 PM ALTAR SERVER
TRAINING CLASSES
1/17 3:15 PM—CATALINA FIELD TRIP
PARENT MEETING (Grades 4 & 5)
1/18 6 PM—CHILD CARE CENTER FAMILY
BINGO IN THE PARISH HALL

1/21 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY
NO SCHOOL
1/23 REPEAT OF ALTAR SERVER CLASSES
1/27 9 AM—FAMILY MASS TO CELEBRATE
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK AND OPEN
HOUSE FROM 10 AM TIL 2 PM
2/1

NOON DISMISSAL FOR STM STAFF
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
NO AFTERCARE

CONGRATULATIONS DECEMBER
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Preschool:
Natalia Peña
Kindergarten:
Leia Ramos
First Grade:
Juan Fernandez
Second Grade: Kennedy Vasquez
Third Grade:
Abigail Ornelas
Fourth Grade:
Matthew Marin
Fifth Grade:
Nathan Ramirez
Sixth Grade:
Karen Molina
Seventh Grade: Mia Salas
Eighth Grade: Omar Rosas-Osorio
Knights of Columbus
Student of the Month:
Noah Dena

Dear STM Families,
I’m excited to announce a new Parent Referral Program sponsored by the Department of Catholic Schools! Effective immediately, any referrals submitted through the
referral portal below will get you one step
closer to winning these incentives.
Referral Portal: https://catholiced.com/
refer/·
Tuition Discount: If your referral enrolls,
both you and your referral will receive
$100 off tuition, up to the first 100 referred
enrollments.
iPad Raffle: Every referral submitted
through the referral portal counts as 1 entry into the raffle, 5 winners will be randomly selected.
Also, the school whose parents submit the
most referrals based on the student population will receive a $3,000 technology
grant — so let’s do this together!
A qualified referral counts as a friend, family member, or other acquaintance who has
expressed interest in Catholic education.
Once you submit a referral, both you and
the referral will receive an email confirmation with the next steps.
I encourage you to participate as actively
as possible, and please spread the word!
Let’s help keep our schools strong and our
faith alive. Thank you for all you do! Here’s
a special message: https://
youtu.be/5kYCxm8qzDg

We have a new opportunity to help our
school. Community Cards will be going home in the family envelope today.
The attached flyer and the order form
will explain the program. Think about
offering them to parishioners at Mass .

If you need to have your fingerprints registered with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, please refer to the
following link for a complete schedule:
LA Archdiocese Fingerprinting Schedule

St. Thomas More Catholic School
“Excellence in Education”

January 9, 2019
Dear Parents,
As I am sure you already realize, our enrollment for this school year dropped significantly.
Although parents desire smaller class sizes, they result in a real financial struggle for the
school. We were counting on opening the Child Care Center expansion, which would help
us meet our budget, but licensing changes and the resulting work, postponed our opening
date. The good news is we have passed our inspection as of December 17, 2018. We are
contacting families who have been on a waitlist in hopes they want to start right away.
We need you to help spread the word. Our referral incentive applies to Preschool families
too! A $100 credit to both families. If you know of, or meet, any families who might like to
visit STM, please encourage them to come by any day, but especially on Sunday, January
27 for our open house.
I need to ask all families that have tuition owed to make a payment as soon as possible. If
you pay your tuition in two payments, please make the second payment. Please help by
selling the community cards to friends, relatives and parishioners. The cards make nice
tokens of gratitude to those who provide service. Remember, you can personalize the
cards to match different areas around Los Angeles. Anyone who has any sure-fire
fundraising ideas please share them with us.
And most importantly, pray for the success of St. Thomas More Catholic School. Thank
you for your continued support and God Bless!
Judith C. Jones, M.A.Ed.

2510 South Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803-4321
Phone (626) 284-5778 • FAX (626) 284-3303
www.stthomasmorealhambra.org

STM is offering another fundraising opportunity. Today, your child
was sent home with 5 Community Discount Cards to be sold at $10
each, along with an order form for additional cards. It is not
mandatory, but we are asking each STM family to participate, even if
you have already met your quota for the school year. It makes for a
great token of appreciation for your child’s teacher, postal/delivery
service worker, hairdresser, helpful neighbor, or loved one. Who
doesn’t want a discount at your local neighborhood fast food joint,
restaurant, or car wash? If you have family living elsewhere, you can
order a card specifically for the city where they reside. You will find a
listing of supported locations behind the order form. It’s simple,
inexpensive, and the benefits can be used multiple times until the end
of 2019!
Please turn in the money or unsold cards to the office no later than
February 6. If you wish to sell more
cards, or exchange them for a
different location, just stop by the
office with the order form.
Thank you and we appreciate your
support!

P. O. Box 367

Monterey Park, CA, 91754

(626) 232-5466

We partner with
Elementary Schools to
teach chess to children,
teaching students at all
levels, from beginners to
advanced.

Featuring Chess Coach Jeff Schwartz

This program is a great way for kids to
have fun, improve in chess, and
make new friends.

Studies have shown
that students

We create opportunities
for students to achieve
individually and as
members of their school
team.

studying chess
demonstrated a
marked development
of their verbal and

Chess is a wonderful
game that helps children
develop mental discipline,
analytical skills, strategic
thinking, and do better in
school.

math aptitudes.
Children also develop
critical and logical
thinking skills that
will benefit them for
the rest of their
lives.

Many chess players and
students desire knowledge
and improvement. With
the proper instructor and
lessons, they can learn
more quickly. They need
feedback provided by
professionals. Key to
becoming better players is
a coach or teacher.
We provide ways to learn
while having fun.

Chess

Club

Starts!

St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School
The course will be taught on campus from January 28, 2019 – April 29, 2019
Days scheduled off: February 18, February 25, April 22
Chess Club starts:

January 28

Day of week: Monday
Time: 2:00 – 3:00 P.M.
Tuition: $159
All grades welcome!!
Coach Jeff is available for questions (626) 232-5466
Come join us! Beginners are welcome!
Space is limited. Refund only if class is cancelled. Early registration is advised.
Yes, Please enroll _________________________________for this semester of Chess Club.
How much chess has your child played? ________Phone_______________
School: St. Thomas More

Grade____________

Home Address: ______________________________________ Email: __________________
Method of dismissal: Walk/Bike ____Parent Pick-up ____ Daycare _____
Method of Payment: Circle one - check - credit card
Credit Cardholder Name+ Address: ____________
Credit card number: _____________________________Expiration date: __________________
Signature_________________________________
Please make checks payable to ChessAmp P.O. Box 367, Monterey Park, CA, 91754

