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“Desert Plant”
poem

by Leima Zavala

Photo: High School English Language Arts/
ELD Teacher Mrs. Samantha Schatz
with Leima

A beautiful green field full of
California poppies, the wind is
blowing and the flower petals
are closed like a baby in its
blanket dancing side to side like
rocking a baby to a lullaby.
Now the sun is out the flowers
wake up and begin to spread
their petals,in the sun they have
a beautiful orange and red tone
almost like a rainbow glowing
like gold with the sunlight wine.
From all the heat of the shining
sun the flowers are dry and
need a drop so their root digs
deep and deep to find a sparse
of water and the nutrients it
needs. The flowers sleep when
the shadows come and
only awaken to the light.

“Zeus the god of the
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gods vs Ares the god
of war”
Myth

by Hugo
Garcia-Hernandez

Photo: Seventh Grade English Language Arts
Teacher Mrs. Shannon Edwards with Hugo

A long time ago in the savage lands of Sparta was Ares the god of war, who was
training the warriors of Sparta. Hephaestus and Aphrodite were heading to Sparta to
check on the mortals. While this was happening Zeus was watching Greece from
Mount Olympus and made sure everything was alright.
As Ares was training the soldiers he spotted Hephaestus the god of fire and
crafts with Aphrodite the goddess of love, and he was enraged. “Hephaestus you will
die on the lands of Sparta!” exclaimed Ares. This is because she was Ares’ girlfriend,
but little did he know she was also the wife of Hephaestus. Ares ferociously attacked
Hephaestus and this made Aphrodite upset.
“Ares you insignificant and idiotic little child! You will regret challenging the great
Hephaestus,” responded Hephaestus. While this was happening Aphrodite activated a
curse which made it so that no one could fall in love. Every single couple in Greece
broke up or even divorced; no one loved or was loved. It wasn’t just romantic bonds
that were broken but also the bond of brothers and sisters all filled with hate towards
each other. After this event Zeus sensed the loss of balance on Mount Olympus and
came rushing down to Sparta.
“Ares you must stop this act of nonsense right now or I will have to stop you
myself!” exclaimed Zeus.
“Today I will kill the one who stole my lover and my father who betrayed me,” said
Ares. Zeus and Hephaestus team up on Ares and start throwing massive punches that
shook the entire world.
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After a day of ferocious battle and war Ares was taken down and as he faded
away into dust he said, “I… will be… back.” After Zeus and Hephaestus defeated Ares
they looked around Sparta and found Aphrodite.
“Aphrodite we need you to lift the curse you put upon the world,” said Zeus.
“Okay but I’m going to need your help,” Aphrodite explained. They tried to lift the
curse but the damage was done and they couldn’t fully reverse it. Now the people of
earth can fall in and out of love.
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“This is my magic bike”
Narrative

by Taliyah Dukes

Photo: First Grade Teacher Ms. Paula
Falcone with Taliyah
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Essay

by Silvia Pacheco-Mendoza

Photo: Silvia, Grade 8

“We did not come to fear the future, we came to shape it.” -Barack Obama. Presidents are
always looking for ways to change the United States. Some changes have good impacts while other
changes have bad impacts. If I was ever president I would certainly make some changes. Those
changes would include immigration, education, and healthcare.
The first thing I would change if I was president is immigration. Immigration is a issue that is
well known around the world and it’s a pivotal problem. For starters, I would give all undocumented
students and parents a residency. To get a residency they would have to live in the United States for
at least 9 years. I would give students and parents who live under a shadow an opportunity to get a
residency that would then lead them to a pathway for citizenship. The reason I would give them the
residency is because many undocumented kids are very intelligent but they don’t have many
opportunities due to the fact that they are undocumented. Which brings me to the next justification on
why I would give undocumented people residency. I would give them residency because I want all
undocumented people to have a chance at life. Students and parents don’t get the chances they
deserve because they are immigrants and people think that immigrants are bad people. Since people
think immigrants are substandard it makes it harder for immigrants to be successful in life. Giving
undocumented parents and students residency would be a big help for them to get somewhere in life.
Education is another important and relevant problem around the world that can be solved.
Many students have parents that can’t afford school, this further concludes that they don’t get the
proper education they need. I would fix this problem by making schools as well as colleges more
affordable so that students get the proper education they need. Education is a very important factor in
life due to the fact that education gets you good jobs, which is why I would want to fix this problem.
Thousands of parents go in debt because of their kids schools. Since they can’t afford to pay their kid
schools they take out loans from the bank and then they can’t pay it back causing them to go in debt.
Lastly, some students don’t go to college because it’s not affordable at all. There are many students
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who have to work first and then go to college but they still struggle to pay because of how expensive
it is. Making education more affordable is something I would change if I was president.
Lastly, I would like to help solve healthcare problems. Healthcare is something that everyone
needs but can’t afford it. I would like to make healthcare more affordable. In addition to that, I would
like to make it available for everyone. There are many sick people everywhere that can’t afford
healthcare. If they can’t afford healthcare then their sickness can get worse. Furthermore if their
illnesses get worse they can pass away due to the fact that they couldn’t get the help they need.
Finally, some people can’t afford their medication. Since they can’t afford their medications their
illnesses will generally get worse and then it would be a waste of money. It would be a waste of
money because they probably had to pay for their doctors visit just to get diagnosed with something
that they can’t get rid of because they don’t have the proper medication. Healthcare is something I
would change if I was ever president.
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“New year’s
Resolution”
Essay

by Kaden Faenza

Photo: Fourth Grade Teacher Mrs. Amanda
Rossignol with Kaden

A New Year’s resolution is something you have to make yourself better. My resolutions are to
get better at basketball, work on my hand writing, and have more patience. The resolution I will be
telling you about is getting better at basketball because I will need to get better if my team wants me
to be any good.
The reasons for my resolution are all pretty simple. One of the reasons are my team might
need me in a tight situation. Also basketball is my favorite sport.So being In the NBA is one of my
goals in life. When I'm playing at school and I miss a shot I don’t want to feel down on myself.
I have a plan to achieve my goal.I'm going to practice as much as I can and even have
someone practice with me maybe. I could even do drills if it is nice outside. At home I can do dribbling
drills for at least thirty minutes a day instead of playing video games all day. I could also play during
recess at school.
There are challenges that could prevent me from achieving my goal. Not getting good grades
could get me kicked out of basketball so instead of always focusing on basketball I can also focus on
my school work. If I don't practice enough I wouldn't be able to make shots or dribble well so I have to
make sure I practice enough, but not to much because that could tire me out. I'm afraid that I could
get hurt so I'm going to be very careful while playing basketball.
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I could achieve my goal and if I do it will be amazing because I can actually prove myself to my
teammates. If someone else was starting a resolution I would tell them to have it be something they
know or think they can do.
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“I wanna hamster”
Letter

by Ethan Peltz

Photo: Second Grade Teacher Mrs. Rania
Johnson with Ethan
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“Climb or Not?”
Essay

by Jesus Hernandez

Photo: Third Grade Teacher Ms. Alysia
Marcotte with Jesus

Are you afraid of heights? If you are, you might not want to climb a big tree. I would not climb it.

If my mom saw me climbing the tree, she would probably get mad, and then tell me to get down.
What would your parents say if they saw you climbing a tree?

Another reason not to climb the tree is when you are getting down, you might slip and get hurt. For
example, if a branch is loose, it might fall while you’re on it. Also, it might look like fun but it can turn
into a disaster in the hospital. Would you and your friends climb the tree?

Finally, the tree could be higher than you expect it to be. There are more fun things to do like play
soccer or whatever else you like to do. Clearly, I wouldn't climb the tree, because a lot of bad things
could happen while you're climbing the tree.
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“Dogs are Better than
Cats!”
Essay

by Logan English

Photo: Third Grade Teacher Ms. Kelly
Chiappone with Logan

My opinion is dogs are better than cats. Wait don't throw this
away, Cat Fans!!!! I can give you reasons in the next paragraph .
I will throw it out there that dogs are smart. Dogs can learn 165
words. Cats can only learn about 35 words. Dogs can smell where
drugs are at.
I will also throw it out there that dogs can get jobs. I bet you a crisp
dollar bill that you didn't know that. Now let's get back on track. Dogs
can help police. Dogs can also help farmers by gathering the animals.
Drum Roll Please!!!!!! Dogs can help people. I know that was a bit
dramatic but Yeah!!! Dogs can help people by cheering them up when
they are sad or depressed. Also, they can cheer up kids when they are
in the hospital.
I hope you learned something new about dogs and made your day
just that much better.
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Sequencing paragraph

by Lupita Avina

Photo: Intervention Specialist Ms. Debbi
Berardi With Lupita
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Opinion Essay

by Addison Nance

Photo: Fifth Grade Teacher Ms. Colleen
Aston With Addison

Zoos: Helping The Environment
Many people feel that zoos are hurting animals and making them depressed, however I think
zoos are very harmonious to the cities and the environment. If we were to look closer at the zoo and
the people working there we might see the beauty in the things you thought were evil.

Safe From Extinction
When we look at animals to learn about their worst predators it doesn’t occur to us that humans
are animals top predators. People hunt animals for many things like, clothing, food, jewelry, and
medicine. But because of this hunting we are hurting the environment and the animals living around
us. We hunt some animals so much that many are almost extinct or are endangered. Not only that but
because of our population and making paper and other goods we use, we are destroying those
animals habitats. Zoos help those animals by giving them safe refuges and food. Kira Freed states in
the book Zoos: Pro or Con, “Many kinds of animals that have lived in balance on our planet for
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millions of years are now in danger of becoming extinct.” Not only that but some zoos breed the
animals that are endangered and return them to their home.

From Learning To Saving
Typically when we learn about something we can get very passionate about it and make a
difference in the world. Zoos have been saving many animals for decades and also provide a
firsthand learning experience. When animals are in zoos the people working there are able to learn
more about these animals. With the artificial living space that looks almost like their real habitat
people can learn so much more about those animals behaviour traits. Many of the visitors that come
to the zoo are not able to afford going to a safari or any other place far away that could help their child
learn, so going to the zoo is a great opportunity to have family time and learn firsthand about the
animals and their habitats. Roy Chen states, “Zoos give millions of people the chance to see and
appreciate wildlife firsthand.” The more people learn about animals and how their homes are being
destroyed the more we can make a difference in the world.

Saving Animals Forever
People are concerned about animals in zoos. There is an argument that animals shouldn’t go to
zoos and that we should just keep them in the wild. But if we were to do that many animals would die
off and they would have no place to live. People don’t usually take animals from the wild anymore,
instead the zoos trade animals and ship them off to different zoos hoping to give it a better place to
live. Many zoos only care about profit, and when running low on money take shortcuts through the
building of the new habitat. But if we can change that law we can make sure zoos don’t take shortcuts
in the building and give the animals the care they deserve. Even still many zoos take care of the
animals. That creates a special bond between the animals and the zookeeper. That bond makes
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them just like best friends. Jillian Wagner states, “I truly have bonds with most of the animals, and
love helping them-even if it means cleaning up what they left behind.”

Zoos are helping millions of animals around the world. From saving animals from extinction to
teaching people how to help in the community zoos are helpful. Do you really want zoos to stop
taking animals in?
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Reader Response
journal

by Mauricio Hernandez

Photo: first grade Teacher Ms. Jan
Talisky With Mauricio
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Reader Response
journal

by Veronica Mendoza
Pacheco

Photo: High School English language Arts
Teacher Mrs. Holly Beris with Veronica

One of the most complicated questions you can be asked is “who are you?” Most of the time
we take this question for granted and reply with our name and other information, but for me, it is
complicated. When I am asked who I am, the first question that comes to mind is, what type of
answer you are looking for? Are you asking for my name? My nationality? My ethnicity? Or my age?
What do I say? First let me explain who I think I am.
My name is Veronica Mendoza Pacheco. Because I am Mexican, something that can be
commonly seen is that we have two last names. But to be honest, sometimes I hesitate to say my two
last names and just say Veronica Mendoza. Why do I do this? Mostly everyone around me has just
one last name, so at times I feel a bit awkward when I have to take the extra second to say my other
last name. Not only this, but another problem for me is identifying my nationality/ethnicity. Why?
Because am I really Mexican or am I American, or both?
Something that has always set me apart from my family is that I am the only one who was born
in the U.S. My mom even jokingly calls me “gringa” which is slang for “white girl.” Although I am
technically Mexican, I always find myself questioning myself if I really am. I don’t share the same
experiences as my siblings who began their lives in a different country, who became friends with
many different people. Being Mexican takes more than just genetics, it’s a culture. Am I really a part
of this culture, I often times find myself asking this? I always seem to wonder if Mexicans really claim
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me because Americans don’t, they see me by my brown skin color and not what I have to offer. Of
course, I am a person who stays connected to both cultures but sometimes they are my enemies.
Mexicans call my white and Americans call me Mexican. Sometimes I feel like I am not from here nor
there, like I am my own breed. Sometimes I wonder which one I can even claim to be my home? One
thing for sure is that my friends who are just like me seem to find themselves in the same situation.
In addition to this, just being myself can put me at a disadvantage. Why? Because I can speak
spanish and english and people find this threatening. I certainly don’t find this as being my fault
because I had to learn your language in order to survive this cruel world. I mean, can we talk about
the fact that this country doesn’t even have an official language but still pushes people to talk
english? Being burdened with this such a skill, I have found it to also be a privilege. My mother who
has lived in this country for 16 years doesn’t speak english. She can understand basic phrases, yet,
she is afraid to respond due to embarrassment that she will have an accent. I can remember being 7
and having to due things for her because she could not speak english, such as reading a bill or a
letter, to ordering her food. It’s not just me that goes through this, so do other children of immigrant
parents. One thing for sure is that it is something that has affected my family ever since I could
remember. For instance, I have four older siblings, two brothers and two sisters. Two of my oldest
siblings (brother and sister) didn’t get to graduate from school because they sacrificed their childhood
to care for my other two siblings (another brother and sister) and I. As a result, my brother got to
graduate highschool and is currently attending Kent State for architect manger and my sister is
attending Lakeland and majoring in business and I am an all honors student. This is how we mutually
agreed to pay back their sacrifice.
Still, I am not the only one who suffers due to my identity. Muslims in China are being held
against their will. Africans are being taken and sold into slavery in 2019. Latin refugees are being
persecuted near the border. Yet, when and asked why they travel all this way to America, the land of
the “free,” although they know they are not going to be able to cross, they typically tend to respond
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that they did it for a better life. Because of this, when I think of my problems I sit and think how they
are nothing compared to the millions of people around the world who are on the brink of life while we
are just comfortably living our lives. Just because there is no war, doesn’t mean there is peace. Just
like how if an issue isn’t reported, it doesn’t mean that is doesn’t exist. Therefore, I truly believe that
no one will truly care about an issue until it is them who is suffering. So, again I am brought to the the
same scenario leaving me with more questions than answers; the next time you, or I, am asked “who
are you?” what will be the response?
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Essay

by Aariana Eudell

Photo: Intervention Specialist Ms. Natalie
Stevens with Aariana

Should students be allowed to carry cell phones to school! And some people are for it and
some are against. I believe that students should bring their phones to school.

My first reason is you can use your phones for a classroom tools. Same classrooms do not
have a chromebook so you can powr up all the time. If you do not have a chromebook your teachers
can ask you to type your paragraph on your phones and you can send it to your teachers.

My next reason is a time our a place. Some time there is a time our a place for everything even
if you are at school. Phones make thing esered for you and your teachers.You also can have it owt at
siuins and you can have your phones in your pocket all the time. If you have your phone on sure.

Finally my last reason for students bringing phones to school is they make you feel safe and
sound. Sometimes you don't know if a storm is coming you can also can call your parents so you can
go home and get all the stuff you need to be safe and sound at home.

My last reason in conclusion you now my opinion and you can bringing your phones
everywhere even at school.
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“Chameleons”
Research Essay

by Heather Perez

Photo: Heather, Grade 4
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What Does it Look Like?

Chameleons are a color changing animal. Chameleon’s can be many di erent colors
because of their adaptation they can be green, brown, black, red, and tan as their
natural skin color but can turn the other color as well. They are scaly like other types
of lizards. Their face parts of body are very interesting its eyes eyelids connect and its
tongue can be as long as it own body. They also have ﬁve toes on each foot some of
them are even fused together. Their tail is also curled but it can not disconnect since
they have a delicate body.
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How Do The Behave?

They can do many things that other lizards that the chameleon is related to can
not do. Chameleons are lazy. They are also diurnal. They are sleeping in the night and
they are awake in the day. They even bask in the sun since they are cold blooded.
Chameleons spend most of their time in trees and in bushes. When their prey is close
it will just take out its own tongue and snatch their prey and eat it.
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What Do You Feed Them?

What do they eat? Chameleon’s eat many di erent types of things because they are
carnivores They eat insects like crickets, locust, moths, and grasshoppers.
Chameleons also like to eat ﬂies and caterpillars. They even eat spiders! They sure do
eat a lot of scary foods and nasty ones to.
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What is Their Environment Like?

Chameleon’s are cold blooded so they move to other places when they are to cold or
to hot. They live in Africa, Madagascar, Hawaii, Europe, and the Indian Islands. They
prefer to live in very humid and dry areas. Chameleon’s live in trees and bushes. They
are also often sitting in the sun. They all so prefer to live alone. Chameleon’s are most
likely to stay close to a water source.
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What else should you know about them?

These are some interesting facts about chameleons. Their scientiﬁc name is
Chamaeleonidae. Female chameleons can lay up to 20 eggs. Their life span is not
known but in captivity they live up to eight years. Their predators are snakes, some
birds,and mammals. Chameleon are a very interesting topic to read and talk about.
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Resources

A-Z Animals: Chameleon (Chamaeleonidae):
https://a-z-animals.com/animals/chameleon/
Chameleons by W. P. Mara
Chameleons Masters of Disguise by Eulalia Garcia
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“All About Hawksbill Sea
Turtles”
Research Essay

by Edie Mullen-Zurbrugg

Photo: EDie, Grade 4
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Hawksbill sea turtles are very interesting to me. Hawksbill
sea turtles are very unique creatures. Hawksbill sea turtles are
my favorite marine animal and animal in general.
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What Hawksbill Sea Turtles Look Like

Hawksbill sea turtles have their own look.
They are turquoise, brown and white. They have
a special shell that is spiky. They are 100-150
pounds and 25-35 inches. Their head looks like
a hawk beak.
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Are Hawksbill sea turtles Extinct?

Hawksbill sea turtles are soon going to be
completely extinct. 90% of hawksbill sea turtles
are extinct. 80% of hawksbill sea turtles have
been extinct in the last 10 years. 10% of
hawksbill sea turtles are still alive. In 1996
hawksbill sea turtles were classiﬁed as critically
endangered. Hawksbill sea turtles are ESA
endangered. We all need to help hawksbill sea
turtles.
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What Do Hawksbill Sea Turtles Eat?

Hawksbill sea turtles can eat what other sea
creatures can not. Hawksbill sea turtles eat
algae and sponges. They drink water because
they live in the water. They can eat stuff that is
toxic to other creatures. They can’t eat other
sea creatures or any thing you throw into the
water. They also eat whenever they can.
Hawksbill sea turtles have their own taste in
food.
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Where Do Hawksbill Sea Turtles Nest?

Hawksbill sea turtles nest all over the world.
Most sea turtles nest in Australia, Egypt,
Mexico, Hawaii, Columbia, And Brazil. 1,000 out
of 8,000 are nesting. They nest every single
year. 60-200 eggs are laid every year. They go
on land to lay eggs.
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Interesting Facts

Some hawksbill sea turtles can swim as deep
as 1,400 miles deep. Hawksbill sea turtles have
an endangered habitat and are endangered
because of tiger sharks and ﬁsherman. They are
Critically Endangered. They are one of the
smallest species of sea turtles. 8,000 sea turtles
are still alive.
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How Can You Help

You can help by reducing your trash. You
can reduce your trash by not littering and
throwing your trash in the trash in the trash
can.You can help by keeping your distance. You
need to stay at least 5-10 paces away. You can
also stay away from their habitats. You also need
to report marine life in distress. You can tell a
marine life expert or you can tell a vet.
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