February 26, 2019

The Spartan Spirit

Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.
During this week, Catholic schools across the country highlighted and recognized the importance of Catholic education. We celebrated with a liturgy and an emphasis on the values
in the theme. Fun activities were planned as well with Pajama Day, Character Day, Student
Appreciation Day, Faculty Appreciation Day, and a Pep Rally/Faculty-Student Basketball
Game Day.
The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2019 is “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve.
Lead. Succeed.” At Holy Spirit, we follow these qualities regularly by realizing the importance of academics and by contributing our help to others in need such as preparing sandwiches for the homeless and buying Christmas gifts for disadvantaged kids.
At Holy Spirit, we are taught and encouraged to lead and to be role models. Many of our students are involved in Student Government and in the Spirit Ambassador program. If we continue to learn, serve, and lead then we will succeed in school and in life.
Catholic schools encourage students to learn, serve, lead, and succeed not only during Catholic Schools Week but also throughout
the year.
The importance of CSW has been recognized nationally as indicated in the following excerpt from the National Catholic Education Association website:
“The U.S. House and Senate passed resolutions to officially recognize the contributions of Catholic elementary and secondary
schools in the United States. The House Resolution states, ‘…Catholic schools serve the nation by providing a diverse student
population from all regions of the country and all socioeconomic backgrounds a strong academic and moral foundation, including
41.4 percent of students from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds and 19 percent from non-Catholic families.’
The Senate Resolution affirms that Catholic schools ‘are an affordable option for parents, particularly in underserved urban areas...whereas the Catholic high school graduation rate is 99 percent with 86 percent of graduates attending four-year colleges.”
Luke Sullivan

Liturgy
Our Catholic Schools Week Liturgy was held on January 30 and celebrated by Fr.
Ted Heintzelman, Fr. Tom Barcellona, Fr. Perry Cherubini, and Fr. Josh
Nevitt. Students gave the readings and Fr. Nevitt gave the sermon which was based
on the Gospel of Mark (4:1-20). In this gospel, Jesus spoke of the parable of a sower
going out to sow and Fr. Nevitt used this parable to remind us of God’s message to
us. What the sower is sowing is the Word of God. Some seeds carried away by the
birds represent Satan carrying away that faith from us. Seeds sown on rocky
ground represent people who welcome their faith at first but have no real deepdown roots of faith and eventually fall away. Fr. Nevitt spoke of others, as Jesus
said, whose seeds are sown in thorns which relates to anxiety and the worries of the
world. These worries overcome their faith and choke it. And then there are seeds
which have been sown in good, rich soil and represent those who hear the Word and
benefit from their strong faith. Fr. Nevitt said that we should all want to base our
faith in the good soil and that this is where Jesus wants us to be..
Luke Sullivan

Mock Trial—A Place to Develop Essential Academic Skills
Holy Spirit’s Mock Trial team was hardly back to school in September when they started preparations for their current court case. Mock Trial is a competition which simulates real trials in real courtrooms with real judges. It is great training for careers in law and public speaking.
According to the NJ State Bar Foundation:
“The goal of Mock Trial is not to win for the sake of winning but to learn and understand the meaning
of good citizenship in a democracy regarding our system of law and justice. In this sense, all the students who participate will be winners.”
The case this year was a civil case involving an amusement park and a recent high school graduate who
claimed she was injured on a ride at the park. She then sued the amusement park for damages. Our Mock Trial team actually argued on both the plaintiff and the defense sides of the
case.
The defense team consisted of:
Maddie Marino
Attorney
The plaintiff team consisted of :
(filling in for Attorney Devon Parto)
Maddie Marino Attorney
Katarina Patitucci
Attorney
Grace Evans
Attorney
Julia Bannan
Witness
Aidan Brandt
Witness
Nick Bannan
Witness
Catie Hewitt
Witness
Marissa Bunting
Witness
Molly Pugliese Witness
James Dalzell
Jury
The defense team presented their arguments on January 10 at the Atlantic City Courthouse.
The plaintiff’s side of the argument was presented on January 15 in the same courtroom. The
trial is presided over by actual superior court judges who weigh the merits of the defense and plaintiff’s arguments. Over three
months is spent preparing these arguments--at school and on nights and weekends. According to Kat, “Both sides worked really
hard this season. We’ve grown so much closer as a team since the beginning of the year, and even though it’s challenging, it’s really fun because we’re all friends.” Grace Evans says: “Mock Trial is a great experience. I learned so much, made so many memories, and formed lifelong bonds. I can’t wait to go back next year!”
Competing in Mock Trial allows students to develop essential skills such as: critical thinking, listening, speaking, writing,
reading and analyzing. Coach Pfeifer says: “Mock Trial is one of the most unique exercises for students to be involved in.
They learn to think, create, and handle themselves in front of judges and audiences. I am very proud of how far the Mock
Trial came this year and look forward to more challenges next year.” We congratulate all of our Mock Trial competitors for
their excellent work in this important competition.
Kat Patitucci

ESL Program: The American Experience
Imagine going to a different country that is halfway around the world, far away from home.
You are placed into a family that will be hosting you for the next four years, teaching you their
language, their ways of life and showing you their home.
It’s hard being an international student. These students have to adjust to a new lifestyle, a
new language and even a new time zone; their surroundings have changed completely. They
can call their family every now and then, but other than that, there are barely any people
around them that speak or understand their language and culture.
The English as a Second Language class, also known as ESL, helps the international students, in this case from China, learn and
adjust to the English language and feel comfortable in the typical American classroom. The ESL class also helps the students understand the American culture, expand their English vocabulary, and increase their ability to use and comprehend English in different
forms (i.e., writing, reading, listening and speaking).
I asked my students in class to write a little bit about their experience and why it is important to them. My senior student, Nikita
Jiang, wrote, “Being an international student is amazing. I have made a lot of new friends and have a new family, new people, new
food and a new culture. I have learned so many things and experienced a whole other world. It’s pretty important to me that I study
abroad. It means a lot more to me than I thought it would.”
As the ESL tutor, it is my responsibility to make sure the students are doing well in their classes, communicating clearly and successfully with their teachers and preparing for their college experience in America. Having had a similar experience in college, I
understand that studying in a foreign environment can be stressful with adjustment difficult, but with dedication to learning, willingness to try and drive to do better, these international students will be successful in their school careers and will achieve any goals
that await them in their future. Georgia Salvaryn

World Day for Consecrated Life
On Saturday, February 2, our Music Department sang and played at a Mass in celebration of World Day for
Consecrated Life in honor of those consecrated to God by the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. The
Mass was celebrated by Bishop Dennis Sullivan at Holy Family Parish in Sewell, NJ. Bishop Sullivan requested that Holy Spirit provide the music for the Mass. Several of those being honored were celebrating
well over 50 years of service with the longest at 70 years of service. It is always an honor for our Music
Department to sing and to play for a bishop who is so involved in and supportive of the lives of our Catholic students. RJ Hall

HELLO DOLLY!
HSHS proudly presents HELLO, DOLLY!
(March 15-17), the blockbuster Broadway hit,
bursting with humor, romance, high-energy dancing, and some of the greatest songs in musical
theater history. The romantic and comic exploits
of Dolly Gallagher-Levi, turn-of-the-century
matchmaker and “woman who arranges things,”
will thrill and entertain you! Purchase tickets at:
https://hshshellodolly.eventbrite.com
RJ Hall

Freshmen in HELLO DOLLY!—All-around Great Experiences
We are in the middle of play season as Holy Spirit drama students will be performing in HELLO DOLLY! on March 15, 16, and 17. Many of the freshmen
involved in the play this year have had experience in high school productions but
for some, this is a first-time experience. Either way, being in a high school production is a serious prospect as it requires dedication and hard work. Still, it is
always fun to be involved in one of Holy Spirit’s stellar shows.
Katie Keane and Nick Bannan say that they enjoy spending time at play rehearsals with their friends and meeting new
friends. Everyone has a good time. “Whenever I get on stage, it makes me all-around happy,” says freshman Gabe Fucetola.
Bridget Dougherty and Alexis Piraino enjoy the dancing along with spending time with their friends. Lastly,
even though learning new dance numbers or song lyrics can be difficult, you don’t struggle alone. Everyone
helps because everyone has been there. Novalyn Grossman says, “While this isn’t my first show at Holy Spirit,
I have always been treated well. It’s an incredible experience that anyone would be grateful to have.”
With opening night less than two weeks away, everyone involved is very excited and very determined to do
well and make sure this is another great play in a long line of exceptional Holy Spirit productions. Megan Baldwin

NHS American Red Cross Blood Drive
March 1, 2019
Don’t forget!
Minimum Age 16 with parent permission
Age 17 parent permission not needed
According to Mrs. Keil: “High school blood drives make up about
25% of the Red Cross intake for the year.” The need for blood is
constant. Your contribution is very important to maintain a healthy
and plentiful blood supply. When you donate, you help save lives.
You may never meet the person who receives your blood, but you’ll
feel good knowing you helped change a life. Ryan Keil
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HELLO DOLLY!
Compliments of HSHS Art Department

College Signing Day

Spirit athletes signed their letters of intent to seven different colleges and universities to pursue their education and their
sports for the next four years. These seven seniors have excelled and succeeded athletically and academically to get where
they are now. They include Alec Sachais who is attending Rider University to play baseball, Jimmy Pasquale who is attending Iona College to play baseball, Andrew Buchan who is attending Syracuse University to row, Angela Bannan who is attending St. Mary’s College at Notre Dame to run track and field, Claira Fucetola who is attending Princeton University to
row, Paige Sofield who is attending Kean University to play basketball, and Ryan Yost who is attending Wagner College to
play football. All seven seniors agree that they are excited to start the next chapter and begin their college educations. Congrats Seniors! We’re so proud of you!
Lauren Kayes

Spartan Sports
Indoor Track:

In the NJTC State championships held on February 3, Angela
Bannan took 3rd in the 3200, breaking her own school record. Ahmad Brown took 4th in the 300.
The 4x400 relay team of Terrell Moore, Devin Lee, Matt Keidat and Ahmad Brown took 6th with
the fastest time in the State Non-Public B, and Matt Keidat set a new school record in the 600.
Julia Bannan took 6th in the shot put and the Frosh boys’ 4x400 relay team of Mike Weaver,
Markus Lewis, Nick Bannan, and Eduardo Taggart took 6th. Kat
Patitucci

Swimming:

The Swim team had a great year doing very well with their co-ed
team. They won several important meets and are looking forward to next season. Seniors on the
team are Riley Hackett, TJ Given, and Kayla Tran.
Kat Patitucci

Girls’ Basketball:

The Girls’ basketball team put in a great effort this year and
they improved with every game. They have a solid start for next season although they are losing seniors
Paige Sofield, Zhyana Young, and Syria Bass. They’re determined to do well and are looking for much success
next year.
Ahmad Brown

Boys’ Basketball:

The Boys’ basketball team did very well this season playing in some close, pressure-filled games. Seniors Santino Georgio, Jake LaMonaca, Colin Nolan, and Joe Pontari all contributed talent and hard work to the team’s success
and set a good example for the juniors and sophomores returning next season. Ahmad
Brown

Wrestling:

Despite consistently forfeiting 4-5 weight classes per match due to low numbers,
the wrestling team still put forth their usual strong season. Led by Senior Connor Boal, Junior Kurt Driscoll and Freshman KJ Sherman, the Spartans reached their 4th straight South Jersey Sectional Final, falling
to powerhouse Camden Catholic. The Spartans will now head to districts and regions as individuals, looking to make a run
toward Boardwalk Hall and the state tournament.

Softball:

The softball season will start on March 1 and the girls are already working hard to

become the best they can be. On Wednesdays and Fridays, they head to the weight room to increase their
speed and agility along with lifting to gain muscle and get in shape for the approaching season. They do
workouts focusing on all parts of the body with no breaks--going the hardest they can go and leave feeling a step closer to successful season. Head coach Normane along with Ms. Sheets and Mr. Clement are
all tough on the girls but lighten it up with jokes keeping them laughing. On Mondays, the girls are in
the library practicing yoga which helps with relaxation and meditation along with core strengthening and flexibility. Determined and dedicated to the upcoming season, the girls even get together after school and on weekends to work on throwing
and fielding.
Extra practice in batting cages is helping too. Preseason workouts have the dual effect of making new athletes feel welcome and making the team feel even more like a family looking forward to a great season ahead. From Coach Normane:
“I’m very much looking forward to this coming softball season. We have a great group of returning players and an exciting
group of newcomers which should allow us to improve on last year’s success. We’ve been training hard in the weight room
and have started yoga allowing us to have a great season on the diamond this spring.”
Brooke Volpe

Pre-Prom Fashion
Show

The theme for the 2019 Pre-Prom fashion show, held on February 10 was “Love is in the Air” and was hosted by
Dave “Sully” O’Sullivan (owner and publisher of Glory Days Magazine) and our own Taylor Tomasello (Spanish
teacher; Spanish Honor Society Moderator; Co-Moderator-Student Government). The Mothers’ Guild sponsors the
Pre-Prom Show and has been doing so since 1985. Along with the beautiful prom gowns and handsome tuxedos
modeled by our juniors and seniors, there were solos by Danielle Cordivari and Mia Watson and also a violin solo by
RJ Hall.
The dresses and tuxedos showcased were from Tesi Bridal & Formal Wear, David’s Bridal, and Men’s Warehouse.
We are very grateful to the Mothers’ Guild for all the many ways they contributed to make our Pre-Prom Fashion
Show the success that it was this year and every year.
Edie Hoerner and Maddie Marino

Pre-Prom was . . .
Lexi: A lot of fun with my friends. It will be good memories to look back on.
Stephanie: So much fun and I’m very glad that I was a part of it. I had a lot of fun with my
friends and I will always have those memories to look back on.
Ariana: So much fun. In being a part of the Pre-Prom, I created memories that will last
forever.
Bryanna: So much fun. I made great memories at Pre-Prom that I will remember for the
rest of my life.
Natalia: So much fun and it was a great way for all of us to be a part of something special.
Edie Hoerner and Maddie Marino

Here are some of our “Characters” who joined in
the fun on Tuesday of CSW. Winners were:

Character Day

Pajama Day

Individual Winners: Freshman-KJ Sherman
Sophomores-Thomas Hunter, Aidan Brandt, Phil
Seeger
Juniors-Molly McClain, Robert Schall
Seniors-Molly Pugliese, Angela Bannan, Patrice
Boselli
Group Winners: Freshmen: Katelin Keane,
Megan Baldwin, Bridget Dougherty
Winnie the Pooh Group: Gracie Evans, Mia Watson, Michela Ring, Mary Bryz-Gornia
Senior Toy Story Group: Chloe Astin, Danielle
Cordivari, Bryanna Mastro, Lexi Light, Bridget
Wenz

Student
Appreciation
Day
Pep Rally & StudentFaculty Basketball Game

