A Wildcat’s Guide to Success
Preparing for the future takes time, patience, and diligence. Parents are an important
component in helping their students make choices. This packet includes information
designed to help in this endeavor.
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Graduation Requirements
Credits
High School Promotion Requirements
For All Classes Entering High School in Fall, 2008 and Beyond
Promotion
9th to 10th

Promotion
10th to 11th

Promotion
11th to 12th

5
Carnegie
Units

11
Carnegie
Units

17
Carnegie
Units

Graduation
23 Carnegie Units
including standardized
assessment requirements
as determined by state
and district policies

All students must have 23 units/credits (in specific areas) to graduate. You need:
• 4 units of math
• 4 units of science
• 4 units of language arts
• 3 units of social studies
• Intro to Lifetime Fitness (0.5 unit) AND health (0.5 unit)
3 years of JROTC will cover these requirements
• 3 units of electives (must be foreign language, technical/business, or fine arts)
• 4 units general electives

Testing
EOC

Date First Entered 9th
Grade
Fall, 2008 and Beyond

GCPS HS
Gateway



ELA

MATH

SCI

SS


Must take EOC in the
following areas:
-9th Gr. Lit. & Comp.
-11th Gr. Am. Lit. &
Comp.


Must take EOC
in the following
areas:
-Algebra 1.
- Geometry


Must take EOC in
the following
areas:
-Biology
th
-Phy. Sci. (8
grade)


Must take
EOC in the
following
areas:
-U.S. Hist.
-Economics

Students must pass the school system’s High School Gateway Assessment as a Gwinnett requirement for
earning a diploma. The Gateway Assessment measures students’ ability to write effectively about 9th and
10th grade Science and 10th grade Social Studies AKS. Students write two essays— one on a Science
topic and one on a Social Studies topic. In writing a response, students must use their own knowledge
about the topic and pull information from documents provided.
Students have 125 minutes to write each of the essays, one per day.
The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is a state-wide comprehensive
summative assessment program spanning grades 3 through high school. High school students will take an
end-of-course assessment for each of the eight courses designated by the State Board of Education. The
end-of-course measures are administered at the completion of the course. These measures serve as the
final exam for the course, and contribute 20% to the student’s final course grade.
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Work

Most schools don’t have a GPA
requirement…so just get that
DHS diploma.
Find a school! (A list is available
at www.tcsg.edu.)
Apply online (Many of these
deadlines are late—the summer
for fall matriculation).
Take the ACCUPLACER
placement test (you can take it
on the campus you will attend).
You don’t need an SAT/ACT
score, but if you have one, it can
be used in lieu of the
ACCUPLACER.
Apply for financial aid, if
necessary—fafsa.ed.gov.
The HOPE/Zell Miller Grant can
cover part of your costs! Get
details at GAFutures.org.














You typically need at least a 2.0 GPA for
admission into a 2-year college.
Make sure you have two years of the same
foreign language (or that you have an
exemption).
You don’t need an SAT/ACT score, but if
you do have one, you won’t have to take
the ACCUPLACER test (you will just need to
take this before you start classes for
placement purposes).
Apply online (Many of these deadlines are
late—the summer for fall matriculation).
The application will walk you through what
you need (usually a fee and a transcript).
Apply for financial aid, if necessary—
fafsa.ed.gov.
Check out GAFutures.org for HOPE/Zell
Miller scholarship information.













Different schools have different
GPA requirements, but most
require a minimum of a 2.0
(different schools may calculate
GPA differently).
Make sure you have 2 years of
the same foreign language (or
that you have an exemption).
You will need to have taken either
the SAT or ACT and have your
scores sent to the school. Some
schools require the SAT II and not
all schools look at your writing
score on the SAT/ACT.
Some deadlines are very early.
Check online & plan ahead! If you
need to write multiple essays or
get a letter of recommendation,
don’t wait until the last minute!
Apply for financial aid, if
necessary—fafsa.ed.gov.
Check out GAFutures.org for
HOPE/Zell Miller scholarship
information.

4-year colleges/universities offer a
wide range of degrees & programs.
Schools range from fairly easy to Ivy
League to get into and require
anything from community service &
multiple essays to an interview. Make
sure you know the requirements
early! The best place to find out about
a school is the Internet.

4-Year College/University

If you need help planning or have questions, see your counselor and/or Dr. Fenner, our College and Career Counselor! Also, don’t forget the great cache of information at the DHS website https://www.duluthhigh.org/index2.jsp - click "Counseling" on the top right.















2-year colleges usually offer
Associate’s degrees & are a great
place to start before moving on to 4year schools (if you didn’t do as well
as you would have liked in high school
or if you just want to save some
money). Their requirements are less
stringent & many of them have
“transfer agreements” with 4-year
schools that guarantee your
acceptance into a school if you meet
performance requirements while at
the 2-year school.

Community/Junior/2-Year College

Schools like Gwinnett
Tech/Atlanta Tech are great
options to get trained for
jobs that pay well or to
make the transition to a
bigger school. If you’ve
graduated from high school,
then you can likely get
started at a technical school
(sometimes called a
vocational or trade school).
You just need a high school
diploma to go!

Technical College

The military can be a great
option! With many
branches & endless job
opportunities, if you see
yourself as the straightedged, uniform-wearing
type, check it out (before
or after college)!

Military

Make sure you hook up with a
recruiter—they are at DHS
frequently, or you can go to a
recruiting office (there are a
few of them in Duluth). Did
you know that the military
used to readily accept
students with GEDs? Not so
anymore. Only a small
percentage of recruits have
GEDs and those are usually
students who had “special
circumstances” that
prevented them from finishing
high school. Finish up!

http://www.bankrate.com/finance/j
obs-careers/million-dollar-edgecollege-degree.aspx

Source:
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/mo
ney_co/2011/08/collegegradutates-pay.html

You may want to think again
(unless you are in line to
take over a company!).
Studies suggest that those
with college degrees earn
about 84% more than high
school grads. That adds up
to about 1 million dollars
in salary over a lifetime!

Nothing
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9 th Grade

10 th Grade

College Planning: 9th/10th Grade
There are some steps you can take as a ninth- and a 10th-grader to make
sure you’re on the right track for college. This list will help you navigate the
college planning process.
9TH GRADE
¨ Create a four-year high school plan. Think about what
you’d like to accomplish in the next four years.

¨ Participate in extracurricular activities. Academics aren’t
everything. Explore your interest in a sport, school club,
music or drama group, or community volunteer activity.

§ Make sure you know which high school courses are
required by colleges, and that you’re taking the right
classes as early as the ninth grade. You can ask your
counselor about what those “right” classes are.

§ Remember that colleges would rather see real
involvement in one activity instead of a loose
connection to several.

§ Get to know the levels of courses offered by
your school.

§ If you’re interested in playing sports in college, research
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
eligibility requirements. The NCAA requires completion
of certain core courses; you can find the specifics at
ncaaclearinghouse.net.

¨ Start thinking about your life after school, including the

types of jobs that might interest you. Of course, these will
change — often — but it’s good to start thinking about
the possibilities.
§ Identify your interests — likes and dislikes — not just in
classes but also in every area. This will help you focus
on your goals.
§ Talk to other people, such as your school counselor,
teachers, recent college graduates who are working,
professionals in the community, etc., about careers you
might find interesting.
Your counselor
knows how to help you get the most out of high school. Be
sure to take some time during the school year to discuss
post-high-school plans with him or her.

¨ Save for college.

It’s not too late to put money aside for
college. Every little bit helps! Learning about financial aid
early on can also help you down the road.

¨ Explore summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship,
or volunteer position that will help you learn about a field
of interest.

¨ Get familiar with the PSAT-related assessments and

SAT®. Most four-year colleges consider applicants’ scores
on college admission test. Download the free Daily Practice
for the New SAT app to get a feel for the kinds of questions
you might face on test day.

¨ Meet with your high school counselor.

/MyBigFuture

@MyBigFuture

¨ Take the PSAT™ 8/9. If your school offers it, sign up to

take the first of the College Board assessments to set a
baseline. This test will help you build up your skills to take
the SAT in 11th or 12th grade.

@collegeboard

3

10TH GRADE
¨ Meet with your high school counselor — again.

Be sure to meet with your school counselor to ensure that
your course schedule is challenging enough to prepare you
for college.
§ Check into any prerequisites for advanced-level juniorand senior-year courses.

¨ Take the PSAT/NMSQT® or PSAT™ 10. Depending on

your school, you might have the opportunity to take the
PSAT/NMSQT in October or the PSAT 10 in February or
March. It provides valuable feedback on your college
readiness and a free, personalized plan to help you start
getting ready for the SAT — and for college.

¨ Ask if the PSAT/NMSQT is offered to 10th-graders.

Although this test is usually given in the 11th grade, it
is also often offered in the 10th grade. That’s because
it provides valuable feedback through the Student Score
Report. You can then work on any of your academic
weaknesses while there is still plenty of time to
make improvements.

¨ Are you interested in attending a U.S. military academy?
If so, you should request a precandidate questionnaire.

Visit bigfuture.org for more information.

¨ Along with your family, do some research about how to

obtain financial aid. Many students use financial aid to
cover college costs. Find out what financial aid is, where
it comes from, and how you can apply for it. Read the U.S.
Department of Education’s Funding Your Education (about
federal aid programs).

¨ Attend college and career fairs. The fairs often take place
in the fall at your school or in your area.

¨ Participate in school activities or volunteer efforts.

Extracurricular activities can help you develop timemanagement skills and enrich your high school experience.

¨ Talk to your counselor about your plans for life after high

school. He or she can help you plan your schedule, search
for colleges, and navigate the financial aid process. The
more your counselor knows about you, the more he or she
can help you along the way.

¨ Tour college campuses. If possible, take advantage of

vacation or other family travel time to visit colleges and see
what they’re like. Even if you have no interest in attending
the college you are visiting, it will help you learn what to
look for in a college.

© 2017 The College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark
of the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
00712-008 160851611
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11th Grade

College Planning: 11th Grade
Junior year marks a turning point. This is because for most students and families,
it’s when college planning activities kick into high gear. Here are some things you
can do this year to stay on track for college.
FALL
¨ Start with you: Make lists of your abilities, social/cultural
preferences, and personal qualities. List things you may
want to study and do in college.

¨ Learn about colleges. Look at their websites and find

colleges at bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search.
Talk to friends, family members, teachers, and recent grads
of your school now in college. List the college features that
interest you.

¨ Resource check:

Visit the counseling office and meet
the counselors there. Is there a college night for students
and families? When will college representatives visit your
school? (Put the dates in your calendar.) Examine catalogs
and guides.

¨ At school, speak to your counselor about taking the

PSAT/NMSQT®, which is given in October. If you plan to ask
for testing accommodations (because of a disability), be
sure the College Board has approved your eligibility.

¨ Make a file to manage your college search, testing, and

application data. If appropriate (for example, if you’re
interested in drama, music, art, sports, etc.), start to gather
material for a portfolio.

¨ Estimate your financial aid need. Financial aid can

help you afford college. Use the College Board’s
Getting Financial Aid and the financial aid calculator at
bigfuture.org to estimate how much aid you might receive.

WINTER
¨ Sign up to take the SAT® in the spring. You can register

online or through your school. SAT fee waivers are available
to eligible students. To prepare for the SAT, you can access
free, personalized SAT practice tools at satpractice.org,
including thousands of interactive questions, video
lessons, practice tests, and more.

¨ With your family, make an appointment with your

counselor to discuss ways to improve your collegepreparation and selection processes.

¨ Ask a counselor or teacher about taking the SAT Subject
Tests™ in the spring. You should take them while course
material is still fresh in your mind. You can download
The SAT Subject Tests Student Guide, which offers testprep advice, from SATSubjectTests.org.

¨ Begin a search for financial aid sources. National

sources include the College Board’s Scholarship Search
and electronic sources. Don’t overlook local and state
aid sources. (Ask a counselor for help or check your
public library.)

/MyBigFuture

@MyBigFuture

¨ Explore AP®. The Advanced Placement Program®

helps hundreds of thousands of high school students
achieve their college dreams each year. Get the facts at
apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap. If you’re in
AP classes, register for the AP Exams given in May.

@collegeboard
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SPRING
¨ Contact your counselor before leaving school for the

summer if you are considering military academies or ROTC
scholarships. If you want a four-year ROTC scholarship, you
should begin the application process the summer before
your senior year.

¨ Develop a list of 15 or 20 colleges that are of interest to
you. You can find many colleges at which you’ll be happy
and get a great education. The college search is about
exploring who you are and what you want and then finding
colleges that will meet your goals.

¨ Stay open to all the possibilities — don’t limit your

¨ Take the SAT.

The test is typically offered in March, May,
and June. Make sure you start preparing for the test
several months in advance using the tools available at
satpractice.org. And remember, if you’re not happy with
your scores when you get them, you might want to test
again in the fall. Many students take the test a second time
as seniors, and they usually do better.

¨ Start to gather documents for financial aid: Be sure to

keep a copy of your tax returns handy. You’ll use these to
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), which opens on Oct. 1.

search. To find the best college for you, you should apply
to colleges of varying selectivity. Selective colleges admit
a portion of students who apply. Some colleges are highly
selective while others are less selective. Make sure to apply
to public, private, in-state, and out-of-state schools so that
you have plenty of options from which to choose.

SUMMER
¨ Register with the National Collegiate Athletic

Association (NCAA) Eligibility Center if you are an
athlete planning to continue playing a sport in college
(ncaaclearinghouse.net).

¨ Get your FSA ID: Before you can fill out your FAFSA, you

need to get a username and password (also known as an
FSA ID).

¨ Find a full-time or part-time job, or participate in a
summer camp or summer college program.

¨ Visit colleges. When planning your campus visits, make

sure to allow time to explore each college. While you’re
there, talk to as many people as possible. These can
include college admission staff, professors, and students.
Take campus tours and, at colleges you’re serious about,
make appointments to have interviews
with admission counselors.

¨ Download applications. Go to the website of each

college’s admission office and either complete the
application online or request a paper application
from colleges to which you’ll apply. Check application
dates — large universities may have early dates or
rolling admission.

¨ Visit some local colleges — large, small, public, and

private. A visit to a college campus can help you decide
if that college is right for you. Make a plan ahead of time
to get the most from your visit. Check out the campus
checklist at bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/
campus-visit-guide/campus-visit-checklist. Attend
college fairs, too.

¨ Scan local newspapers to see which civic, cultural, and
service organizations in your area award financial aid to
graduating seniors. Start a file.

¨ Create a résumé — a record of your academic

accomplishments, extracurricular activities, and work
experiences since you started high school.

Visit bigfuture.org for more information.

© 2017 The College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark
of the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
00712-009 160851612
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12th Grade

College Planning: 12th Grade
Want to know if you’re on track in the college application process?
This checklist shows you what you should be doing, and when.
FALL
¨ Narrow your list of colleges to between five and 10.

Meet with a counselor about your college choices and, if
you’ve not yet done so, download college applications and
financial aid forms. Plan to visit as many of these colleges
as possible.

¨ Create a master list or calendar that includes:

¨ Complete the Free Application for Federal Student

Aid (FAFSA): To apply for most financial aid, you’ll need
to complete the FAFSA. Oct. 1 is the first day you can file
the FAFSA.

¨ Complete the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE®:

PROFILE is an online application used by certain colleges
and scholarship programs to determine eligibility for their
aid dollars.

§ Tests you’ll take and their fees, dates, and
registration deadlines
§ College application due dates

¨ Prepare early decision/early action or rolling admission

§ Required financial aid application forms and
their deadlines (aid applications may be due
before college applications)
§ Other materials you’ll need
(recommendations, transcripts, etc.)

applications as soon as possible. Nov. 1–15: Colleges may
require test scores and applications between these dates
for early decision admission.

¨ Ask a counselor or teacher for recommendations if you

need them. Give each teacher or counselor an outline of
your academic record and your extracurricular activities.
For each recommendation, provide a stamped, addressed
envelope and any college forms required.

§ Your high school’s application processing deadlines

¨ Ask a counselor to help you request a fee waiver if you
can’t afford application or test fees.

¨ Write first drafts and ask teachers and others to read

them if you’re submitting essays. If you’re applying for early
decision, finish the essays for that application now.

¨ Take the SAT® one more time: Many seniors retake the

SAT in the fall. Additional course work since your last test
could help you boost your performance. Plus you already
know what to expect on test day.

¨ Be sure to have your SAT scores sent to the colleges to

¨ Complete at least one college application by Thanksgiving.
¨ Ask counselors to send your transcripts to colleges. Give

which you are applying.

/MyBigFuture

@MyBigFuture

counselors the proper forms at least two weeks before the
colleges require them.

@collegeboard
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WINTER
¨ Keep photocopies as you finish and send your
applications and essays.

¨ Give the correct form to your counselor if the college

¨ Have your high school send a transcript—it is

sent separately by mail to colleges if you apply online
to colleges.

wants to see second-semester grades.

SPRING
¨ Keep active in school. If you are waitlisted, the college will
want to know what you have accomplished between the
time you applied and the time you learned of its decision.

¨ Visit your final college before accepting. You should

receive acceptance letters and financial aid offers by midApril. Notify your counselor of your choice. If you have
questions about housing offers, talk to your counselor or
call the college.

¨ Inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of

the offer of admission and/or financial aid by May 1.
Colleges cannot require your deposit or your commitment
to attend before May 1. Talk to your counselor or adviser if
you have questions.

¨ Send your deposit to one college only.

¨ Waitlisted by a college? If you intend to enroll if you are

accepted, tell the admission director your intent and ask
how to strengthen your application. Need financial aid? Ask
whether funds will be available if you’re accepted.

¨ Work with a counselor to resolve any admission or
financial aid problems.

¨ Ask your high school to send a final transcript to your
college.

¨ Review your financial aid awards: Not all financial aid

awards are the same, so it’s important to choose the aid
package that’s best for you and your family. Be sure to note
what you have to do to continue receiving financial aid from
year to year, and how your aid might change in future years.

¨ Take any AP® Exams. Show what you’ve learned in your

AP classes. A successful score could even earn you credit,
advanced placement, or both in college.

Visit bigfuture.org for more information.

© 2017 The College Board.
00712-010
160851613
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(404) 919-7227
www.CornerstoneAcademic.com

NEW SAT

EXAM

3 hours (+50 minutes for optional essay)

Exam Length

Exam
Scoring

Total score is the sum of the section scores.

Reading Test (65 minutes)
Writing & Language Test (35 minutes)
Math – No Calculator (25 minutes)
Math – Calculator Allowed (55 minutes)
Essay (50 minutes)

2 hours & 55 minutes (+40 minutes for optional essay)

Maximum Possible Score: 36

Maximum Possible Score: 1600
 200 to 800 (Math)
 200 to 800 (Evidence-Based Reading & Writing)
 Essay is scored from 2 to 8 in three categories and is
not factored into the total score.

ACT







1 to 36 (English)
1 to 36 (Math)
1 to 36 (Reading)
1 to 36 (Science)
Essay score is not factored into composite score.

Total score is the average of the section scores.

Exam
Structure

English (45 minutes)
Math (60 minutes)
Reading (35 minutes)
Science (35 minutes)
Essay (40 minutes)

Math
Content

Pre-Algebra
Algebra I and II
Geometry
Trigonometry / Precalculus
Problem-Solving and Data Analysis

Reading
Content

Reading Comprehension (passage based)

Writing
Content

Punctuation
Grammar/Usage
Sentence Structure
Strategy
Organization and Style

No science section, but the Evidence-Based Reading and
Writing Section includes scientific passages with charts and
figures. Students will also receive a Cross-Test Score for
Analysis in Science.

Science
Content

Data Representation
Research Summaries
Conflicting Viewpoints

No guessing penalty!

Guessing
Penalty

No guessing penalty!

Pre-Algebra
Algebra I and II
Geometry
Trigonometry / Precalculus
Problem-Solving and Data Analysis

Words in Context
Command of Evidence
Analysis in History/Science/Social Studies
Rhetoric & Synthesis
Expression of Ideas
Standard English Conventions
*Tested in a passage based format
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Questions to
ask during the
college search
Tips for Involved Parents and Students
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Take a look at factors for each school.

Colleges/universities where you feel you could definitely get in (Safety Schools). I’m at the high end academically for admitted students at…___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Colleges/universities where you probably would be admitted (Reach Schools). I’m in the middle academically so I feel pretty good about my chances at…________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Colleges/universities where you would like to be admitted (Dream Schools). These schools would be
an academic stretch for me, but I’d like to try to go to…___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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How to make
the most of your
College visit
Tips for Involved Parents and Students
Can you imagine buying a home or a used car after just seeing a photo in a newspaper ad or on the Internet? Then, take
a college tour and make the most of it!

Call ahead. Most colleges and universities prefer advanced notice to set up a tour. Some schools allow you to book a
tour online. Colleges you visit may have special information sessions as well. Set up a meeting with an admissions
counselor, a financial aid advisor, with a professor or advisor in the major of interest to you, and, if possible, with a
student from your hometown or with the same major. When you’ve narrowed down your search, you may want to
check into an overnight visit at your top pick(s) during which you can stay in a dorm, attend a class, and tour the
campus with a student guide. If an interview is required, make arrangements. (Remember to write a thank-you note to
anyone with whom you formally meet— interviewer, admissions officer, professor, or coach.)

Visit while classes are in session. Although summer might be the most convenient time, it is not the best time to
experience a college. Try and visit while school is in full swing. Visit campuses in a range of sizes and different locales
(city, town, suburbs). Applicants frequently alter their preferences after visiting a variety of schools. Observe how the
faculty and students interact. Are the teachers interested in the students? Are students engaged in their classes? Do
they ask questions (and get answers)?

Give yourself enough time, ask questions, and take notes. One or two campuses a day is enough. Carry a note
pad to write down comments, observations, and questions to help you make a decision later. Don’t ask about the
student-faculty ratio. Instead, ask about the typical class size for freshmen and then for upper- classmen. Will you
attend mainly lecture classes (50+ students) or smaller classes (fewer than 20)? If the college makes use of graduate
students as teaching assistants, find out in what capacity and how often they serve. What is the college’s graduation
rate? What percentage of students graduate “on time” in four years? What percentage of freshmen return for a
second year? What percentage of graduates have a job or acceptance to graduate school within six months? Does the
college have majors and minors in which you are interested? What reputation does your major have at the school?
What’s the college’s policy for accepting AP/IB credits? What opportunities does the school have for special programs,
internships, or study abroad?

Find out what academic support services are offered to students. Ask what kind of advising or career counseling
services the college offers. Does the college offer tutoring or courses to improve study skills, and, if so, is there an
additional charge? Is there a writing center where a student can have a paper reviewed before it is submitted? Are
there any mentoring programs for incoming first-year students to help them acclimate to the college and to collegelevel academics?

Read the student newspaper. The school paper— in print or online— can give you a feel for the school community,
issues that concern the students, and available activities and upcoming events.

Visit important places on campus. Tour a couple of dorms. What are the housing options? Is housing guaranteed?
Eat lunch in a dining hall. How’s the food? What are your options for a meal plan? Visit the library. Attend a sporting or
cultural event. Hang out in the student center. Get a true feeling of how students live.
Continued
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TIPS: How to make the most of your college visit

(Continued)

Talk to students you meet on campus.
Stop and talk with as many students as you can. Most
college students will be more than willing to tell a prospective
student what they like or dislike about their school. How
does he or she feel walking around the campus at night?
Is the student body diverse? What happens on the campus
on the weekends? Does it empty out or is there plenty to
do? Can freshmen have cars and are cars really necessary?
What outstanding professors or courses might they
recommend regardless of a student’s major?

E-mail a student or faculty member. Most admissions
counselors are happy to put prospective students in touch
with a faculty member or student in their planned major.
Ask a professor about special opportunities for study and
scholarships for your major. Ask a student about best
courses and professors and why he or she selected the major.

Tour the areas surrounding the campus. Some colleges
require students to live in dorms for all or at least the first
year of their college career, but you may live off campus at
some point. Check out what the area has to offer. If you won’t
have a car, does college or community transportation run
between student apartments and neighborhoods and the
area of campus where you’ll have classes? Are groceries
stores, book stores, and other retail and entertainment
businesses nearby? Do streets bordering campus appear
safe and well-lit? Does the community have parks and other
recreational facilities that fit your interests? If you’re a
suburban or rural kid visiting an urban-based college, how
comfortable are you with the downtown setting? If you
like the city life, look around and make sure you’ll be happy
at the small-town college.

Sources:
Dacula High Counselor JoAn Adams,
SallieMae.com College Fair Checklist,
GCPS’ Choice Book

A publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW, Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • 678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.
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Don’t just HOPE you’re ready
for the future… plan now!
HOPE eligibility requirements in this flyer reflect House Bill 326 (Preserving HOPE and Georgia Pre-K for
Future Generations), passed in 2011. Talk to your counselor if you have other questions.

What are the requirements for earning a HOPE Scholarship or a Zell Miller scholarship?
To qualify for the HOPE Scholarship, a student must earn a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average in all academic
classes in high school. Students must earn high school credit in advanced courses to qualify. HOPE recipients must be enrolled
in an eligible postsecondary institution. They must meet Georgia residency requirements and be a U.S. citizen or an eligible
non-citizen. Applicants must be registered for selective service, if applicable, and may not have a drug conviction or be in default
on a school loan. In addition to meeting the requirements above, Zell Miller Scholars must be their high school’s valedictorian
or salutatorian, or earn a 3.7 high school GPA or higher and post, in one sitting, an SAT combined score of 1200 or higher in
math and reading or an ACT score of 26 or higher.

What high school courses will count in determining HOPE eligibility?
All academic courses attempted in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and modern and classical languages,
including both required and elective courses in these subjects, would count toward HOPE eligibility. If a student fails a class
in a core subject, then retakes the class, both grades would be included in the student’s HOPE grade point
average. In order to qualify for the HOPE Scholarship, students are required to earn four or more credits in
rigorous high school coursework. Students earning credit for courses in GCPS’ standard sequence for math
and science (as well as foreign language or college-level Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate
classes) would meet the HOPE rigor requirements.

Will an “80” average in academic classes qualify a high school student
for the HOPE Scholarship?
No. Each individual course grade (expressed as a percentage) must be converted to a 4.0
scale, based on Gwinnett County Public Schools’ grading scale. For instance, a 77% has
a value of 2.0, an 88% converts to 3.0, and a 94% is a 4.0. See “The Choice Book,”
your “Student/Parent Handbook,” or your transcript for Gwinnett’s grading scale.

Are any high school classes given extra weighting?

Check out

www.GAfutures.org

For HOPE purposes only, grades in Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate
(IB) classes will be weighted in the following manner:
• Gwinnett students get a weight of 10 points added to their earned numerical grades in
AP and IB courses for determining class rank and GPA for college applications.
• In determining HOPE Scholarship eligibility, the 10 points added by GCPS will be
subtracted from the AP or IB numerical grade (for HOPE purposes only).
• For the HOPE average only, the “unweighted” numerical grade will be converted to a
4.0 scale, then .5 points will be added to the converted score. No grades higher than a
4.0 will be awarded.
Example: A student earns an 88 in AP Biology, and has a weighted numerical average of 98
with the 10 points. For determining class rank and GPA for college applications, the grade
would be considered an “A” with a 98 numerical average and a 4.0 on the GCPS grading
scale. For HOPE Scholarship eligibility only, the unweighted numerical average of 88,
considered a “B,” would be converted to a 3.0, then .5 would be added back for a 3.5.
If the student had a 92 unweighted average (102 with the 10 points), the converted score
would be a 4.0 both for class rank purposes and for HOPE purposes.

INFORMATION FOR GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS • Revised June 2018
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Who calculates the HOPE average and determines eligibility for the Scholarship?
The Georgia Student Finance Commission, a state agency, calculates HOPE averages based on
transcript information provided by Gwinnett County Public Schools. The school system does
not calculate HOPE averages.

Will the HOPE average be included on Gwinnett transcripts or report cards?
No. Because the HOPE average is not computed by GCPS, it will not appear on a student’s
transcript or report card.

How and when do families learn a student’s HOPE eligibility status?

n
re tha nts
o
m
,
1993
stude
Since Georgia
han
lion ed more t
l
i
m
v
1.7
HOPE
recei
have billion in Grants.
nd
$9.4
ips a
h
s
r
a
l
Scho

Students will not receive automatic or direct notification of their HOPE eligibility status.
Students and/or their parents may sign on to the new website from the Georgia Student
Finance Commission (GSFC)— www.GAfutures.org— and create a “My GAfutures
Student Account.” Students with a My GAfutures account may access their HOPE GPA
anytime, beginning in January of their 9th grade year. The state generally makes HOPE
eligibility available for graduating seniors through these personal accounts in mid-June. After the
state posts HOPE eligibility information on www.GAfutures.org, families may contact the financial
aid office of the college or postsecondary school the student is registered to attend in the summer or
fall. Financial aid staff will have access to this information directly from the Georgia Student Finance
Commission (GSFC).

What do students have to do to keep the HOPE Scholarship?
To keep the scholarship, college students must maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher during the
semesters in which they reach 30-, 60-, and 90-hours of credit earned. A student who loses the
scholarship by dropping below a 3.0 average has one year to regain the scholarship by bringing
his or her GPA back to a 3.0. Students may regain the scholarship only one time. Zell Miller
Scholars must maintain a 3.3 average in college. If the student falls below the required 3.3
GPA, but maintains a 3.0 or higher, the student remains eligible for the regular HOPE award.
Only undergraduates are eligible for HOPE funds, up to 127 semester hours.

What does the HOPE Scholarship Program cover for eligible students?
Qualifying students may use HOPE award funds— the
HOPE Scholarship and the Zell Miller Scholarship— toward
tuition in degree-granting programs at eligible public, private,
and for-profit colleges and universities in Georgia. A HOPE
Grant may be used toward tuition for an eligible certificate or
diploma program. The HOPE Scholarship Program is funded
by the state lottery, and award amounts are adjusted annually
based on lottery revenues.
Students attending public colleges or universities receive
a HOPE award amount based on a per-hour rate at the
institution he or she is attending. The money provided to
HOPE Scholars varies, depending on the type of institution a
student attends and the number of hours enrolled. For instance,
a HOPE Scholar carrying 15 hours at a research university with
higher tuition would receive a larger award than a student taking
12 hours at a community college with lower tuition costs. The
per-hour rate is based on a projection of qualifying scholarship
recipients and expected lottery revenues for the school year.
Students may not use HOPE funds to pay for remedial or
developmental courses, and have a seven-year window in
which to use HOPE after high school graduation.

Typically, the HOPE Scholarship award covers the bulk of a
student’s tuition costs, but does not cover fees, books, room,
or board. That said, the HOPE Scholarship Program remains a
significant source of college funding for many Georgia families.
The state’s top students may qualify for the full-tuition Zell
Miller Scholarship, reserved for high school valedictorians,
salutatorians, and graduates with strong GPAs and test scores
who plan to attend an eligible public college or university.
The private school award for both HOPE Scholars and Zell
Miller Scholars is a set amount, regardless of hours enrolled.
Students qualifying for needs-based aid could qualify for a
low-interest (1%) Student Access Loan (SAL), administered
by GSFC. Find an application at www.GAfutures.org. The
SAL program provides interest rate and repayment incentives
to those who complete their program of study within the
designed program length, and students who
work in designated public service sector jobs
or in science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics (STEM) fields after graduation.

Questions? Call 1-800-505-GSFC (4732) or 770-724-9000 or check online at www.GAfutures.org.
Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW • Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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$$MONEY$$ FOR COLLEGE
Careful planning and being aware of available options is extremely important in financing
education.

Financial Aid is money for college awarded to you based on the family’s
financial need. Most financial aid money comes from federal or state
governments. Federal student aid comes from the U.S. Department of
Education. It is money that helps a student pay for education expenses at a
college, university or technical school.
Federal student aid covers such expenses such as tuition and fees, room and
board, books and supplies and transportation. Aid can also help pay for a
computer and for dependent care. The four categories of federal student aid
are:
 Grants- Grant money usually doesn’t have to be repaid. Most
grants are based on financial need.
 Scholarship- U.S. Department of Education scholarship money is
awarded based on a student’s academic achievement and does not
have to be repaid.
 Work study- Work study money is earned by a student through a
job on or near campus while attending school and does not have to
be repaid.
 Loan-Loan money must be repaid with interest.
Scholarships are provided by a variety of institutions and organizations
including colleges, government agencies, corporations, professional
organizations, civic groups, etc. The following tips may help in the search for
scholarships.











Scholarships are given based on grades, test scores, community
service, leadership, course selection, rank in class,
recommendations, talent, and athletic ability.
Keep grades up!!!!!
Make note of eligibility requirements and deadlines.
Retake SAT/ACT to achieve the highest score you can.
Contact colleges and request their financial aid and scholarship
information.
Read the Senior Newsletter and scholarship list.
Make use of the college/career room.
Update your resume on a regular basis.
Scholarships are competitive so do not give up!
Use the Internet.

Source: Start Here, Go Further Federal Student Aid Guide; Georgia Student Finance Commission
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Student Bulletin
FAFSA: Step-by-Step
What is it? FAFSA stands for Free Application for
Federal Student Aid. The federal government uses this
form to determine your eligibility for federal financial aid
for college, which may include grants, scholarships,
work-study and loans.
Why fill it out? The FAFSA is used to apply for financial
aid from the federal and state government(s) and from
most public and private colleges. Private colleges may
have their own supplemental forms in addition to the
FAFSA for awarding their own aid funds. For example,
about 250 private colleges require an additional form
called the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE. The FAFSA is a
prerequisite for the unsubsidized Stafford and Parent
PLUS loans, which do not depend on financial need.
EFC stands for Expected Family Contribution.
According to the government’s calculation, you and your
family should be able to contribute this amount in the
coming academic year to your college costs. The EFC is
a harsh assessment of you and your family’s ability to
pay for college. It does not consider the impact of
consumer debt on a family’s financial strength.
How does it work? The college you plan to attend will
try to meet your demonstrated financial need with a
package of different types of aid from multiple sources,
including federal, state, school and private sources.
You can do the following on www.fafsa.ed.gov:

Step 1: Assemble forms needed to complete FAFSA
You and your parents (if you are dependent) need the
following to fill out the form:
 Social Security Number
 Current bank and brokerage account statements
 Driver's license (if any)
 Current mortgage and investment records (if any)
 Alien registration card (if not a U.S. citizen)
 Current federal tax return (estimates are OK on tax
questions, if you or your parents haven’t filed yet)
 Current untaxed income records (if any)
 Current W2 and 1099 forms and other record of
money earned
 Parents' current income tax return (if dependent)
Step 2: Complete the FAFSA
 Download, print and complete the FAFSA on the Web
worksheet.
 Complete FAFSA on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
The online version is used by over 99% of the
applicants since it includes skip logic to avoid asking
you unnecessary and redundant questions.
Processing is quicker and more efficient with built-in
edit-checks to reduce errors on the form.
 In order to maximize the amount of aid, fill out the
FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1.
 Once finished, print the FAFSA summary as well as
the "Submission Confirmation" page (or write down
your confirmation number and date). If you complete
the paper version, make a copy for your records.
Step 3: Review your Student Aid Report (SAR)





Add additional colleges and universities
FAFSA next year
To obtain a FSA ID, eligible students should visit
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas.
Fill out the form to create a FSA ID and follow all
instructions.
Keep your FSA ID confidential. It allows you to
electronically sign federal student aid and loan
documents and access your confidential FAFSA
information.

The SAR is proof that your FAFSA was received. You
should receive your electronic SAR in 1-3 days if you
filed electronically (paper filing: 2-3 weeks).
What if I find errors on my Student Aid Report
(SAR)?
 Report errors immediately to your financial aid office.
You can also make corrections online using your FSA
ID at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
 If you don't receive your SAR in 3-4 weeks, call 1-800433-3243 (1-800-4-FED-AID) or visit
www.studentaid.ed.gov.

Quick Tip: New in 2016, the FAFSA application will now be accepted as early as October 1st.

Early submission

maximizes your chances of receiving aid.
Fastweb Student Bulletin Series

FAFSA Step-by-Step

www.fastweb.com
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ACCESSING AND REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS ELECTRONICALLY
A student can request their electronic transcript be sent for free to participating Georgia
colleges and universities using the Georgia Futures website.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Go to www.gafutures.org
Log into your account.
Click on the “College Planning” tab at the top of the page.
Select “Applications and Transcripts”.
Select “High School Transcripts”.
Follow the prompts under "My Transcript Request".
Check the "I acknowledge that I have read...." box.
Press Send.

Note: All requests for hard copies of official transcripts must be requested in person in the Counseling Office (300
Bldg). A fee of $5 will be charged.

ACCESSING YOUR HOPE AVERAGE
The preliminary HOPE Scholarship calculations are available through Georgia Futures.
(www.gafutures.org). Follow the steps below to view your preliminary HOPE average.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Go to www.gafutures.org
Sign into your account.
On the left side, select “My HOPE GPA”
Enter Name, Date of Birth, and Social Security number.
Select “Duluth High School”
The final screen displays your HOPE GPA.
Select “View Your Detailed GPA Report”

Note: If we do not have your social security number on file at Duluth High School, you will not be able to see your HOPE GPA.
School Ceeb:

111150

DULUTH HIGH SCHOOL

Program Study: C Grade Level: 10 GPA 3.1000

Stud Id:

#

Courses Excluded
from GPA
Calculation

Year Term

Course
Number

Course_Description

Credits
Attempted

Credit
Qualifier

Grade
Awarded

Weighting
Indicator

Points Subtracted
Due to Weighting
Indicator

Unweighted
Grade

Convert to
4.0 Scale

ReWeight
AP/IB

4.0 Scale
Weighted
Grade

Grade Multiplied
by Credits
Attempted

1

2006

S1

26.2120041

BIOL GFTD

0.5

084

84.0000

3

3

1.5000

2

2006

S1

27.2630041

EUCL GEOM GIFT

0.5

087

87.0000

3

3

1.5000

3

2006

S1

45.2770011

AP HUM
GEOG/GIF

0.5

085

75.0000

2

2.5

1.2500

4

2006

S1

60.0710001

SPAN I

0.5

096

96.0000

4

4

2.0000

5

2006

S1

23.2610041

FR GIF LA

0.5

085

85.0000

3

3

1.5000

6

2007

S2

60.0710042

HON SPAN I

0.5

095

95.0000

4

4

2.0000

AP

10

0.5

7

2007

S2

45.2770012

AP HUM
GEOG/GIF

0.5

087

77.0000

2

2.5

1.2500

8

2007

S2

27.2630042

EUCL GEOM GIFT

0.5

091

91.0000

4

4

2.0000

9

2007

S2

26.2120042

BIOL GFTD

0.5

086

86.0000

3

3

1.5000

10

2007

S2

23.2610042

FR GIF LA

0.5

089

89.0000

3

3

1.5000

11

2007

S1

23.2620041

SOPH GIF LA

0.5

085

85.0000

3

3

1.5000

12

2007

S1

27.2640001

ALG II GIFT

0.5

086

86.0000

3

3

1.5000

13

2007

S1

40.2510041

CHEM GFTD

0.5

085

85.0000

3

3

1.5000

14

2007

S1

60.2720041

SPAN II GF

0.5

089

89.0000

3

3

1.5000

15

2007

S1

45.2830041

WOR HIST GIF

0.5

083

83.0000

3

3

1.5000

16

2008

S2

60.2720042

SPAN II GF

0.5

089

89.0000

3

3

1.5000

17

2008

S2

45.2830042

WOR HIST GIF

0.5

082

82.0000

3

3

1.5000

18

2008

S2

40.2510042

CHEM GFTD

0.5

088

88.0000

3

3

1.5000

19

2008

S2

27.2640002

ALG II GIFT

0.5

085

85.0000

3

3

1.5000

20

2008

S2

23.2620042

SOPH GIF LA

0.5

082

82.0000

3

3

1.5000

AP

10

0.5
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Need A Counselor Recommendation?
A request for recommendations is appropriate only when required for scholarships and
competitive college applications. If your application requires a recommendation letter
and/or a recommendation form completed by a counselor, please follow these steps:

1. Complete and submit college application(s).
2. 5 Weeks prior to application deadline






Email (Brian_Fenner@gwinnett.k12.ga.us) Dr. Fenner the completed senior
profile available on the DHS website under “counseling”, then “college and career”.
Dr. Fenner will email you the Teacher Information Form, which you will give to
the teachers that have agreed to write your recommendation or are willing to
address your positive characteristics.
Send ACT/SAT test scores from ACT.org/collegeboard.org to your colleges.
Send transcripts – electronically via your GAFutures account to any college in
Georgia, Common App., Sendedu, at no charge. If the college requires you to mail
a hard copy, you must request an official copy from Ms. Thomas in the counseling
office for a $5 fee & 48-hour processing period. If you apply to multiple colleges,
which require you to mail a hard copy you must order and pay$5.00 for EACH
transcript.

3. 4 Weeks prior to application deadline:


Follow up with teachers about counselor input forms to be emailed to Dr. Fenner.

4. 3 Weeks prior to application deadline:



Counselor will complete recommendation letter when ALL of the materials
listed above have been received
If a student will need a recommendation during Winter Break, the Senior Profile
must be turned in to Dr. Fenner by the Friday before Thanksgiving Break.

Once this process is completed, allow two weeks for
your counselor to write your recommendation letter.
You should be checking your college admission
account regularly during this time to ensure all of
your required documents are received so that you
have time to submit anything that is still outstanding.

Reminders:

Many schools will require a teacher recommendation. Students should ask a junior or senior
year teacher to complete the recommendation. Teachers and counselors are very busy! By
following these procedures, you will allow enough time for them to complete a glowing
recommendation!
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University System of Georgia
Institutions
www.usg.edu

Georgia Technical Colleges
www.tcsg.edu
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State Colleges / Universities

2 –Year

4 –Year

Andrew College
Darton State College
Georgia Military College
GSU Perimeter College
Oxford College of Emory University

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College
Agnes Scott College
Albany State University
Armstrong State University
Atlanta Metropolitan College
Bainbridge State College
Berry College
Brenau University
Brewton-Parker College
Clark Atlanta University
Clayton State University
College of Coastal Georgia
Columbus State University
Covenant College
Dalton State College
East Georgia State College
Emmanuel College
Emory University
Fort Valley State University
Georgia College & State University
Georgia Gwinnett College
Georgia Highlands College
Georgia Institute of Technology
Georgia Southern University
Georgia Southwestern State University
Georgia State University
Gordon State College
Kennesaw State University
LaGrange College
Life University
Mercer University
Middle Georgia State University
Morehouse College
Oglethorpe University

www.andrewcollege.edu
www.asurams.edu
www.gmc.edu
www.perimeter.gsu.edu
www.oxford.emory.edu

www.abac.edu
www.agnesscott.edu
www.asurams.edu
www.georgiasouthern.edu
www.atlm.edu
www.bainbridge.edu
www.berry.edu
www.brenau.edu
www.bpc.edu
www.cau.edu
www.clayton.edu
www.ccga.edu
www.columbusstate.edu
www.covenant.edu
www.daltonstate.edu
www.ega.edu
www.ec.edu
www.emory.edu
www.fvsu.edu
www.gcsu.edu
www.ggc.edu
www.highlands.edu
www.gatech.edu
www.georgiasouthern.edu
www.gsw.edu
www.gsu.edu
www.gordonstate.edu
www.kennesaw.edu
www.lagrange.edu
www.life.edu
www.mercer.edu
www.mga.edu
www.morehouse.edu
www.oglethorpe.edu
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State Colleges / Universities

4 –Year

Paine College
Piedmont College
Point University
Reinhardt University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Savannah State University
Shorter University
South Georgia State College
Spelman College
Thomas University
Toccoa Falls College
University of Georgia
University of North Georgia
University of West Georgia
Valdosta State University
Wesleyan College
Young Harris College

continued…

www.paine.edu
www.piedmont.edu
www.point.edu
www.reinhardt.edu
www.scad.edu
www.savannahstate.edu
www.shorter.edu
www.sgsc.edu
www.spelman.edu
www.thomasu.edu
www.tfc.edu
www.uga.edu
www.ung.edu
www.westga.edu
www.valdosta.edu
www.wesleyancollege.edu
www.yhc.edu

Technical Colleges
Albany Technical College

North Georgia Technical College

www.northgatech.edu

Oconee Fall Line Tech College

www.oftc.edu

Ogeechee Technical College

www.ogeecheetech.edu

Augusta Technical College

www.albanytech.edu
www.athenstech.edu
www.atlantatech.edu
www.augustatech.edu

Bainbridge State College

www.bainbridge.edu

South Georgia Technical College

Central Georgia Tech College

www.centralgatech.edu
www.chattahoocheetech.edu

Southern Crescent Tech College www.sctech.edu

Athens Technical College
Atlanta Technical College

Chattahoochee Technical College

Savannah Technical College

www.savannahtech.edu
www.southgatech.edu
Southeastern Technical College www.southeasterntech.edu

Coastal Pines Technical College

www.coastalpines.edu

Southern Regional Tech College www.southernregional.edu

Columbus Technical College

www.columbustech.edu

West Georgia Technical College

Georgia Northwestern Tech College www.gntc.edu

Georgia Piedmont Tech College

www.gptc.edu

Gwinnett Technical College

www.gwinnetttech.edu
www.laniertech.edu

Lanier Technical College

www.westgatech.edu

Wiregrass Georgia Tech College www.wiregrass.edu
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Prepare for Your Career
Experiential Education: Internship, Co-op and
Externship/Job Shadow Programs
Experiential education enables students to gain real life
experience tied to what is learned in the classroom. These
programs provide an avenue for gaining work experience
and can help with your job search after college.
What is an internship?
Internships are temporary work experiences related to
your field of study or career interest. They can be paid or
unpaid, and may or may not be integrated into your college
program for college credit. An internship generally lasts a
couple of months. For an internship to be unpaid, it must
be for the benefit of the student, not the employer, and is
similar to training that could be provided in an educational
environment. Learn more at www.dol.gov.
What is a co-op?
Co-op stands for cooperative education. It is a program
through your college that integrates classroom study and
work in your field. Co-op positions are usually paid, can be
either full- or part-time, and can often extend the amount of
time you spend in college.
What is an externship/job shadow program?
Externships vary in length, but usually last one or two
days. They generally involve shadowing a professional
and may include informational interviews, a tour of the
facility, and participation in actual office projects.
What are the benefits of experiential education?
It allows you to:
• "Test drive" a career field with little risk
• Apply what you learn in the classroom
• In a co-op and some internship opportunities, you
receive compensation for the hours you work
• Gain practical experience that you can use when
interviewing for jobs after graduation.
• Make valuable contacts in your field, which may help
you land a job after graduation.
How do I get started?
• Ask your academic (or department) advisor or career
center about co-op or internship opportunities.
• Network with friends and relatives for available
internship positions.
• Contact a prospective company or alumni for
opportunities.
• Find internship information at your college's career
office and online at college.monster.com.
Fastweb Student Bulletin Series

Prepare for Your Career

Outside the Classroom: Research Projects
Why Do a Research Project?
• Learn more about your area of interest.
• Get to know what that area of research entails.
• Expand your skill set by gaining hands-on experience.
• Publish a paper in a peer-reviewed journal
Types of Research:
Independent research. Ask your college if it offers the
opportunity to design and execute your own research
project. If they do, pick a subject, explore what's been
done in the past and discuss potential projects with a
professor, academic advisor or faculty member.
Assist professors and university staff. Working alongside a
professor, students and staff can provide valuable
experience and networking contacts. Duties given to
undergraduate research assistants vary by project.
Find a Mentor:
1. Identify potential mentors: Seek information and
advice from teachers whose courses you've enjoyed.
Which teachers have supervised research in the past
or have research groups?
2. Learn about your mentor's background, interests, past
research and publications.
3. Contact your best prospects: Be persistent. Check with
an academic department or dean in that area.
Career by Association: Learn About Your Career
How can joining an industry association help you?
• Attend association-sponsored events to distribute your
resume or network with prospective employers.
• Stay up-to-date with changes and breakthroughs in
your career field. Changes in your chosen industry
could mean a new, unexpected career path.
• Learn about specific companies for whom you may (or
may not) want to work for upon graduation.
• Find out if your association has a mentor program. If it
doesn't, ask if you can be referred to someone that will
tell you honestly about the industry.
• Access to specific job-related courses not offered at
your school that can give a targeted knowledge in your
specific field.
• Learn about research developments in your field
• Add membership in an association to your resume.
Where can you find information on an industry
association? Visit your campus career office, library,
alumni or search the Web!
www.fastweb.com
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Career Search
Georgia Career Information Center
www.gcic.peachnet.edu
College/Career/Financial Aid Search
www.gafutures.org

Military Related
Selective Service Registration
www.sss.gov
ASVAB Prep
www.asvabprogram.com

SAT/ACT Preparation
*Please note the following web sites may require a fee for use:
www.cornerstoneacademic.com
www.testpreview.com
www.gafutures.org
www.khanacademy.com
www.kaplan.com
www.4tests.com
www.number2.com
www.princetonreview.com

SAT
Practice
Test
Available
Online @
CollegeBoard.com

Register for SAT @
www.collegeboard.com
Register for ACT @
www.act.org
Enter the School Code:
111150
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College Information
Planning & Paying for College / Career Info. / Sample Resumes
www.aie.org
Big Future (College Search)
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
Go College (#1College Bound Website)
www.gocollege.com
Are You Ready for College (Steps to get to college)
www.knowhow2go.org
Study Abroad Information
www.studyabroad.com
College Guides
www.petersons.com
www.eCampusTours.com
www.collegeconfidential.com
Career/College Information
www.careeronestop.org
www.educationplanner.org (explore careers)
www.mymajors.com
www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
www.myfootpath.com
www.collegeexpress.com
www.embark.com
National Junior College Athletic Association
www.njcaa.org
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
www.naia.org
National Collegiate Athletic Association
www.ncaa.org

Financial Aid & Scholarships
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
www.fafsa.ed.gov
Georgia Student Finance Commission
www.gsfc.georgia.gov
Guide to Student Financial Aid
www.finaid.org
National Association of Student Financial Aid Admin
www.nasfaa.org
Scholarship Search
www.duluthscholarships.blogspot.com
www.collegenet.com
www.fastweb.com
www.findtuition.com
www.atlantascholarships.com/
emailsignup.asp

www.chegg.com/scholarships
www.nextstepu.com
www.collegeanswer.com
www.scholarshiphunter.com
www.scholarships4students.com

www.brokescholar.com
www.cappex.com
www.blackexcel.org
www.hsf.net
www.collegescholarships.org
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Counseling Contact Information
Serving all first-time 9th grade students:
Daniel Lisenby
daniel_lisenby@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Serving repeat 9th grade students and students in grades 10-12:
Donyale Turner A-D
donyale_turner@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Kim Tepker E-Li
kim_tepker@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Crystal Jordan Lj- Rh
crystal_jordan@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Jessica Smith Ri-Z
jessica_lima_smith@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Brian Fenner
College & Career Counselor
brian_fenner@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Karen Beach
Special Projects Counselor
karen_beach@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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