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OCTOBER 29
School Pictures
Yeshiva Ketana, Oakwood,
Yavne

• • • • • •
OCTOBER 30
School Pictures
Girls Elementary

• • • • • •
OCTOBER 31
School Pictures
Pre-School

It was the Friday after Succos in the mystical city of Tzfas in northern Israel. A group of
seven yeshiva students – my son among them – were approached by a family from
Montreal, also on vacation, who did not know them at all. The parents pleaded with the
group of seven to join them for the Shabbos seuda that evening, but the boys explained
that they already had plans. Unfazed, the family insisted that they come the next day for
the Shabbos seudah. When they arrived the next day, the group of seven were shocked to
see that the vacationing family had invited and hosted a total of twenty-five guests!
When my son shared the encounter and raved about the determination of the hosts, I was
immediately reminded of the remarkable, determined hospitality of our Patriarch,
Avraham Avinu, recorded in this week’s parsha. At the advanced age of ninety-nine and
recuperating from a bris milah, circumcision, performed a mere three days earlier,
Avraham Avinu took remarkable initiatives to actively seek guests. When the guests finally
appeared in the form of unfamiliar Arabs, Avraham Avinu personally doted upon them and
selflessly provided every convenience and delicacy for which one could possibly wish.
Chazal teach that the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim is even greater than greeting the Divine
Presence. Indeed, Avraham Avinu momentarily forfeited that sacred Presence to engage
in hachnasas orchim (18,3). This particular mitzvah is one of only six precepts whereby
those who perform them garner the unprecedented merit to reap its fruits in this world
while its principal is enjoyed in the World to Come (Talmud, Shabbos 127A).
What compels such determination to seek and welcome guests even in the face of
challenge? Certainly a sense of selflessness coupled with a love for humanity motivates
one to engage in hachnasas orchim. For those kind-hearted souls, the more they give of
themselves, the more enhanced are their lives.
The postscript to the story in Tzfas is that the initial conversation between strangers, the
hosts and their guests, took place in the proximity of a small store. Witness to the
encounter and overhearing the conversation was the store’s incredibly inspired proprietor
who then gifted the hosts a bottle of wine in honor of Shabbos and in honor of their
guests. In case that wasn’t enough, he later presented a bottle of wine to the group of
boys and said, “Take this at no charge and bring it with you to honor your hosts.”
Only in Eretz Yisrael? Perhaps. But this is another example of mitzvah goreres mitzvah, one
good deed brings another and positivity breeds positivity. Always.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000
or email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

Focus on Tefilah
The Junior High has embraced a new tefilah initiative and we are delighted to
have launched this program. Initiated by Torah Umesorah, the Hebrew
Academy of Cleveland is one of 15 schools nationally which have been selected
to pilot the program, Details will be forthcoming.
Update from the Math Department
We truly have a lot of exciting things going on in the Math department at
Oakwood! Our Intervention Specialist, Mr. Meister is there to make sure that
all of our students have an equitable and enriching experience in mathematics
and that they get the individual attention they not only need but deserve.
In Ms. Tube’s 7th and 8th grade General Math course, we have begun to explore factoring, greatest common factors, as
well as some elementary Agebra. We are working particularly hard in this course to make sure the students establish a
beneficial routine that allows students to achieve mastery of foundational math concepts and operations.
In Ms. Uzquiano’s 7th grade Pre-Algebra class, we have begun introducing technology via the I-XL math program that
gives each student their own individually tailored experience in math based off of a set of diagnostics that establishes
their strengths and weaknesses, eliminating unnecessary practice of mastered concepts and honing in on the things they
need the most improvement in. The focus thus far has been order of operations and turning words into algebra
problems, and teachers are already seeing huge improvements! At this rate, this is going to be a very exciting and
productive year in our math department. As always, feel free to reach out to Mr. Meister (via the school office) with any
questions or requests for additional support!
Update from the Classroom 6
During the September break, we were blessed to have Ms. Megan Baillis agree to join our instructional team at the
Oakwood Campus. Ms. Baillis accepted the position of lead instructor and joined Mrs. Shyken and Mr. Davis in our
support classroom. Below is an update on the exciting work going on in Ms. Baillis’s classroom:
Classroom 6 has been analyzing the use of Mathematics in everyday life. Everyday, Classroom 6 gives new examples of
how Mathematics plays a part in the lives of students, such as measuring ingredients for important family meals, keeping
track of costs and sales while shopping, and even sports statistics! As we prepare for a new curriculum of Life Skills Math,
Classroom 6 has been hard at work on IXL Math on the Chromebooks in a unit on Consumer Math.
Parents - You are Invited
Please join Dr. Schwartz, Rabbi Kahn, Mr. Colonna and other members of the administrative team for coffee and pastries
on Tuesday, October 30 from 10:15-11:00 at the Oakwood cafeteria. Dr. Schwartz will be speaking briefly on “Increasing
Academic Rigor in a Jewish Education Setting.” We are pleased that so many parents have expressed interest in this
new opportunity to connect and one that we hope will become a regular event at Hebrew Academy.
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Mazel tov to the Cocoa Club, under the direction of Rabbi Shmuel Yaakov Mann,
who concluded Mishnayos Meseches Chagiga and immediately began Meseches
Makkos. Each day, these boys and their Rebbi arrive early, before davening, and
enthusiastically begin their day with Mishnayos!
In conjunction with Parshas Vayeira, in which we learn about the mitzvah of Bikur
Cholim, Mrs. Burnstein’s first grade boys walked to the Bikur Cholim house on
Shannon Road and presented the people staying there with a beautifully decorated
sheet which the boys worked on in class. They also presented the Bikur Cholim
organization with tzedakah that was collected in class and sang a few songs. The boys
were able to understand firsthand the mitzvah of
bikur cholim. Continuing with this idea, Rabbi Ellis’s
second grade boys organized a mini choir and sang
at Montifiore for the delighted residents there, also
demonstrating the mitzvah of bikur cholim.
Congratulations to Chaim Tzvi Bluestone on his
wonderful accomplishment and siyum this past
week. May this be only the beginning of siyumim for him and all of our budding talmidei
chachomim

We opened our Middos Program assembly this week with some very special words from Mrs. Malky Schwartz in honor of
Mrs. Beverly Koval’s, ע״ה, upcoming yahrzeit. The girls will have her in mind as they work on this month’s middah of
Tenu kavod LaTorah. Each class was presented with pebbles forming a pathway. On each pebble was a scenario that the
girls acted out for their classmates. We look forward to each class earning their own special  דרכיה דרכי נועםcelebration as
they earn pebbles to fill up their class pebble jar! We are already seeing beautiful middos being displayed!
Rabbi Asher Newman kept our 5th graders enthralled as he spoke to them to introduce the
study of halacha with the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. His blend of stories and insights will long be
remembered!
We were honored to have Mrs. Covitch come in to Mrs. Plaut’s 3 rd grade and teach the girls a
special song in honor of Rochel Imeinu’s yahrtzeit. We are so lucky that Tovah has such a
talented and generous mother! Mrs. Covitch even gave crybaby candies out to our girls to
remind us of the tears that ‘Mama Rochel’ cries for Klal Yisrael!
Our 6th graders began their Bas Mitzvah Program this week. The girls gathered in the
auditorium and discussed our goals for the year. We are going to look to the zayin nevios and
see what we can learn about becoming a strong LINK in Klal Yisrael. We started by focusing on Chana HaNeviah and the
koach of tefillah. The girls enjoyed a video presentation and a yummy ice cream treat. We look forward to many wonderful
times together this year!
A number of girls in our division have been forgetting snack recently. Mothers—please be sure to pack enough snacks for
your daughter. The office is unable to provide snack for so many girls on a daily basis.
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At Yavne, we are dedicated to giving our students a complete and wholesome
education. To that end, we provide opportunities to develop character traits that will
build their future. Primarily among them, are chessed and a sense of responsibility for
others. We began the week with the breakout of our chessed program, under the
direction of Mrs. Suri Friedman. The program involves pairing up students with a family
to assist them in various ways, such as helping children with homework, child care or
food preparation. Additionally, some students are assigned to assist various community
chessed organizations. The theme for this year’s chessed program is “Going the extra
mile”. The beautifully decorated stage and song presentation set the tone for the
breakout. Water bottles, with the chessed theme inscribed on them were given out as a constant reminder for us to keep
“running” after the opportunities for chessed that life offers us. A special thank you to chessed heads: Chana Leah Neuman,
Devora Lax, Devora Schiff and Aliza Keller.
This week, both Junior High and High School had the privilege of hearing Mrs. Zahava Farbman MSW, Associate Director of
Project Chai. Mrs. Farbman addressed the girls on the importance of being there for a friend in need and discussed how to
be sensitive to the feelings of others. She used the current parshas hashavua to bring out her point; that all emotions can
be valid and appropriate – even simultaneously. We believe that these crucial life lessons are all part of the chinuch we
wish to impart to our girls as they mature into successful adults. We thank Bikur Cholim for
offering us this valuable opportunity.
Tuesday was trip day at Yavne. Both Junior High and High school students excitedly loaded
the busses and we were off to Adrenaline Monkey. It was beautiful to see the comradery
and school spirit among the students. The students were treated to special lunches and
socks prepared by the G.O. Thank you to our G.O. advisors and presidents for planning this
trip to perfection down to every last detail.
After School Enrichment Program
Yavne After School Enrichment has begun this week. We are happy to have so many
girls enjoying an evening Basketball program, as well as Sewing and Art on Sundays.
The girls taking Art with Ms. Kassoff are learning so much about technique and various
skills. One of the watercolor paintings is featured at left.
If you have an idea for a class or would like to volunteer your talents, please contact
Mrs. Rachel Weinberg at Yavne.

First Grade with Miss DeOrio
Our first graders are building their skills, literally! Teams worked together to build
sentences during their writing session. Using parts of a sentence and proper
mechanics, teams focused on all aspects to build a sentence accurately. The girls
also continue to work on skills including cooperating in groups, working together
for an end product, and using collaborative discussions to do strive for successes. Of course, smiles were just a side
benefit. Great work first graders!
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STEM and Mentoring in Boys Department
This past week, Mrs. Spira’s 1st grade class combined with Ms. Wolf and Ms. Uzquiano’s 5th and 6th grade to do a joint
bridge building activity.
The activity combined the previous scientific knowledge with team building, leadership, and modeling skills. Our oldest
students worked hand in hand with the youngest ones in testing and creating scientifically sound bridges. The boys enjoyed
learning and working together with each other.
Mrs. Soclof is excited to continue working as the K-6th grade math coach. She will be working closely with the teachers to
support them with the Math curriculum and the state standards. Mrs. Soclof will be working with the teachers as a
resource but also to model and co-teach in the classroom. Additionally she will also be meeting with grade levels on a
regular basis to help plan units using best practices in teaching Math.

This week was filled with learning and activities related to the mitzvos we learn from
this week’s parsha. In Morah Feifer and Morah Gitti’s class, the children painted
welcome mats for guests. On Friday, they decorated Refuah Shelema cards which
they brought over to Mrs. Wendy Green’s house. Mrs. Green put each card into a bag
which will go to a choleh’s family for Shabbos. Morah Shani and Morah Elisheva
baked a cake and brought it over to Mrs. Green’s house to give to sick people for
Shabbos.
In order for the children to understand the mitzvah of hachnosas orchim, Morah Shoshana and Morah Shani’s children
created colorful Hachnosas Orchim serving trays for their children to take home and they are to be used to serve their
guests. They also invited Morah Naomi and Morah Rena’s class to their
room to share treats from their Shabbos party. In their classroom, they had
a tent with 4 openings, just like Avrohom Avinu’s tent
In other classes, after the children learned what happened to Lot’s wife,
turning into a pillar of salt, the children played a “freeze” game. When
music played, they danced around, but as soon as the music stopped, they
froze like a salt statue, just like Lot’s wife.
What a fun way to reinforce a parsha
concept! By doing all these types of
activities each week, the parsha concepts
and stories are brought to life for the
children to experience and learn from.
Morah Bluma and Morah Smadar learned the letter  בthis week. To reinforce the sound
that the Bais makes, they gave their children Bubbles to blow.
Morah Shoshana and Morah Shani had a special treat when Mrs. Sarita Oberman gave
them a complimentary music lesson. Morah Sarita gave out instruments, play sticks and a
huge parachute along with directions, while singing with the children songs about colors,
numbers songs in Hebrew and about mitzvos. The children loved and enjoyed every
minute of this fun and educational activity. Thank you so much, Mrs. Oberman!
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The letter n is for nature, nut and nest. This week, some of our kindergarten students
experienced these things firsthand! Our students had a chance to explore nature on a
walk around the Oakwood campus. Students collected acorn nuts, twigs, leaves and
grass and brought them back to the classrooms. One class sorted the acorn nuts into
groups and counted by 10's. Another class assembled nests for the birds they had
drawn by following instructions for a directed drawing. What a great and fun way to
integrate our FUNdations curriculum with all that the Oakwood campus has to offer!

Yesterday, on Professional Day, the Academy hosted nationally renowned psychologist,
author and lecturer, Dr. Robert Brooks of Harvard Medical School and Harvard Graduate
School of Education. Dr. Brooks spent two
days with us, first meeting with our
administrative team, then presenting a
lecture to parents on Building Resilience
Among Children and Teens, and finally
providing a day of professional development
focusing on the mindset and strategies of
effective educators for the faculties of all divisions throughout the
Academy spectrum. Dr. Brooks’s presentations provided valuable insights
and were extremely well received.

The schedule for school pictures is as follows:
10/29

Yeshiva Ketana, Oakwood and Yavne

10/30

Girls Elementary

10/31

Early Childhood

Order forms will be accepted on picture day accompanied by cash or check (change cannot be provided) but the
company prefers online orders at mylifetouch.com using the following unique Picture Day IDs:
Taylor Road ID:

WP088086YO

Oakwood ID:

WP088087YO

Yavne ID:

WP088085YO
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HAC Receives Award
The Academy was awarded the Historic Preserva on Award from the city of
Cleveland Heights at the city’s 2018 Community Improvement Award Ceremony
last week. The award was bestowed upon our school for its achievements in
preserving and maintaining the original grandeur of the former Oakwood
Country Club’s clubhouse while adap ng it for crea ve usage at the growing
school. With tremendous siyata d'Shmaya we have created a magnificent home
for kindergarten, junior high school, Kollel Ateres Nochum Zev ,the Yeshiva of
Cleveland and the Academy's financial oﬃces.
The Academy acquired the former Oakwood Country Club, renovated the
exis ng building, and has launched a capital campaign for the construc on of a new, state of the art facility on the
grounds to complete the school’s early childhood and boys campus. May we merit con nued siyata d'Shmaya in the
chinuch of a new genera on of children, the future of Klal Yisrael, and in providing state of the art facili es to
accomplish our goals.

Mazel tov!


Mr. & Mrs. Reuven Dessler on birth of a great grandson to Elozar and Chaya Rochel Lebovic and
a great granddaughter to Levy and Chaya Teichman. Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Miriam Dessler.



Mr. & Mrs. Meshulam Feigenbaum on the birth of a granddaughter



Mr. & Mrs. Ezra Gold on the engagement of Shimon to Racheli Juravel of Monsey.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Hensha Jakobovitch and Mr. & Mrs. Jalal Zobdeh.



Mr. & Mrs. Amir Jaﬀa on the engagement of Eli to Tehilla Senter of Monsey.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Ita Klein



Rabbi & Mrs. Elazar Rosenfeld on the birth of a son
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Pizza
Fries

chicken stir-fry
rice

mashed potatoes
tacos/peas

Fries

26

beef taco bar

19

hot dogs
baked beans/pickles
fries

Pizza

Pizza
Fries

green beans

rice

Fries

12

chicken nuggets

5

Pizza

Monday

Sunday

pizza bagels
soup

mac n cheese
carrots

toasted cheese
soup

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

27

20

13

6

Tuesday

hot dogs
chicken nuggets
baked beans

meatballs
spaghetti
peas

chicken nuggets
rice
broccoli

sloppy joe
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas

Monday

27

20

13

6

28

21

14

7

baked ziti
green beans

carrots

macaroni and cheese

fetuchini alfredo
broccoli

green beans

baked ziti

Tuesday

OAKWOOD

deli sandwiches
corn
pickles

roasted chicken
rice
broccoli

hamburgers
corn
pickles

breaded chicken
rice
broccoli

Wednesday

deli sandwiches
green beans
pickles

rice
broccoli

breaded chicken

hamburgers
fries
corn

kugel

chulent

Wednesday

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans

BOYS ONLY
NO LUNCH

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

soup

cr cheese/tuna/egg salad

bagels

Thursday

bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt

NOON DISMISSAL
NO LUNCH

bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt

29

22

15

mac and cheese
carrots

NO LUNCH

grilled cheese
soup

chocolate milk

fries

pizza bagels

8 R"CH Special Breakfast

1

30

23

16

26

19

12

Hamburgers
Mashed potatoes

Carrots

Mashed potatoes

Fish sticks

Carrots

Rotini pasta

Hotdogs

Grilled cheese

21

14

7

28

21

14

7

Rice

BBQ Chicken

Potato wedges

Chulent

Peas and carrots

Roasted potatoes

Chicken nuggets

Wednesday

YAVNE

deli sandwiches
green beans
pickles

breaded chicken
rice
broccoli

hamburgers
corn
pickles

roasted chicken
rice
broccoli

Peas and carrots
27
28
Macaroni with cheese
Chicken nuggets
Mixed Vegetables
Roasted potatoes

Mushroom barley Soup

20

Pita bread, tehina

Falafel, salad

Vegetable Soup

Pasta salad w/

Tuesday

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw

mac and cheese
carrots

baked ziti
peas

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
carrots

Wednesday

Thursday

29

Friday

Mixed Vegetables

Lasagna

Mixed Vegetables

Baked Ziti

Pizza
French fries
Mixed Vegetables

30

23

16

9

Baked potatoes
Potato dill soup
Tuna

No lunch

Bagels w/cream
cheese
Minestrone Soup
Tuna

Baked potatoes
Cream of zucchini
Soup Tuna

French fries
Mixed Vegetables

Bagels w/cream cheese

Friday

waffles
yogurt

NO LUNCH

Mushroom barley Soup
Tuna

2

30

23

bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt
9 ROSH CHODESH
waffles
yogurt
chocolate milk
16
potatoes
scrambled eggs

2

Pizza Bagels

Thursday

mac and cheese
carrots

NO LUNCH

grilled cheese
soup

Thanksgiving

22

15

8

1

29

22

15

fish sticks
soup
cole slaw
8 ROSH CHODESH
pizza bagels
fries

1

KINDERGARTEN OAKWOOD

Grilled cheese

13

6

27

20

13

6

Tuesday

Deli

Monday

chicken nuggets
baked beans/pickles

sloppy joes
mashed potatoes
tacos/peas

chicken nuggets
baked beans/pickles

chicken nuggets
rice
green beans

Carrots, peppers, olives

5

26

19

12

5

Monday

Peas and carrots
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

28

21

14

7

29

22

15

bagels
cream cheese
tuna/yogurt
9 ROSH CHODESH
potatoes
scrambled eggs

pasta w/ sauce
cheese slices
green beans
8 ROSH CHODESH
pizza
french fries

Friday
2

Thursday
1

TAYLOR ROAD CAMPUS

8oz milk will be served on all dairy lunch days. Due to religious purposes, juice will be served on meat days.

The salad bar will have a variety of fresh vegetables, tuna salad and flaked tuna and legumes.

All lunches will include 1/2 cup of salad, 1/2 cup fruit, whole grain bread and 2oz meat alternative.

All breakfast will include a whole grain, fresh fruit & milk

November 2018 LUNCH MENU

