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Welcome to the first issue of Wildcat Tales. HomerCenter teachers would like to share with the board
and administration, some “behind the scenes” magic
that happens in classrooms. We hope to even have
a few surprises for our principals!

Project Fit 10 year Anniversary
Homer-Center is Green!
Due to our dedicated staff, our school's commitment
to recycle is a success!

Homer-Center Elementary recently celebrated their
10th year as a Project Fit America school. HCES
received a grant from Indiana Regional Medical
Center, which brought Project Fit America and its
program to Homer City.
Project Fit America is ”a national agency that works
at the grassroots level with schools and front line
educators to create new opportunities for kids to be
active, fit and healthy. We work with communities
to bring in funding, equipment, teacher training;
curriculum and the resources schools need to
actually get kids fit and foster a love of
movement. We are an action based charity which
means the funds we receive result in kids in
motion.”
There are over 1000 Project Fit America schools in
the nation in 300 cities. Homer-Center and Penns
Manor were the first schools in Pennsylvania to
receive the Project Fit grant.

With the beginning of the new school year, both
schools continue to recycle paper and #1 and #2
plastics. Also, First Grade signed up for an account
through Terracycle to collect specific recyclable
materials for a rewards program. Homer-Center is
part of these "Brigades" ( Drink Pouch, Scotch
Tape) The students in First Grade collect, sort, and
clean the containers daily. Students weigh the
materials and ship them to the company. In order to
encourage the entire elementary school to continue
the GREEN INITIATIVE, first and sixth grade
students read information, produced by teachers, on
the morning announcements.
Sixth graders also collect paper recycling bins from
classrooms to be emptied. The students deliver the
full bins to the Science Lab where Mrs. Hays has
4th grade students sort the paper into two bins,
regular paper and newspaper. The weight is
recorded and then sent to the recycling center
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each year for Children’s Hospital. Here are a few
of the events we organize and run:
Walk- a -Thon $ 3,920.40
Coin Wars
$668.93
Teacher Bake Sale $120
Christmas Movie (future event)
Adult Auction/Teacher Breakfast (future
Primary Carnival (future)
Staff Dress Down (future)
Presentation to 1160 Radio (future)
We raise approximately$6,000.00 each year. These
events are made possible thanks to teachers that
organize during their own time, and donate monies
and supplies that make the events fun for kids!
Recyclers in action!

Students participating in the Walk-a-Thon
First Grade says “Thank you Walmart!”

Recently our local Walmart donated gift cards to
Homer-Center Elementary School. First Grade
used the gift cards to purchase new playground
equipment to promote physical activity at
recess. Thank you to our local Walmart!

Behind the Scenes of Teddy Bear Fund Success!
The elementary teachers form a committee that
meets monthly starting in October to collect money
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Helping our Furry Friends!
A donation collection campaign for the Four
Footed Friends Animal Shelters was held the week
of November 2-6 at the Homer-Center Elementary
School. Each homeroom was given a donation
container that had a picture of a pet that is
currently living at the shelter.

Looking for
“Good” kids
is not a
problem
here!

Our awesome elementary school student body
raised a total of $800.00 to donate!
Mrs. Stossel’s class
named their
“adopted pet” –
Lefty. This
homeroom raised
$129.50, which was
the largest collection
total. They were
rewarded with a
“Root Beer Float
Party” provided by

*Artwork
provided by
G. Hartnett

Love Basket Fun!

Mr. Kotelnicki.

ICTC Character Education
First Grade teachers, Mrs. Stossel, Mrs. Kowchuck,
and Mrs. Kochman, have been completing and
handing out nomination tickets to our First Grade
Students for displaying good character traits. After
attending the ICTC Character education assembly
on November 25, we were invited to participate in
the ICTC character-building initiative. Each
teacher hung posters in the classroom, created the
nomination tickets, and set a goal to hand out 2 or 3
tickets each day. After filling out the ticket, it is
presented to deserving student and placed in the
nomination box at the guidance office.

Mrs. Stossel’s First Grade Class was excited to
participate in the Love Basket Collection this year.
In the week leading up to Thanksgiving HomerCenter students & Staff brought in non-perishable
items. Our class goal was 150 items. WE are
happy to tell you that we reached our goal and
ended with 157 items. As a reward the students
were able to eat lunch in the classroom, a very
special treat! We are happy to be a part of such a
great cause and a caring community.
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Love Basket

Service for Seniors!

Seniors Rick Orr & Stephen Novak, along with
Social Studies teacher, Christina Bruno, recently
attended the 45th Annual World Affairs Institute at
the Heinz History Center in Pgh, PA. This year’s
Institute was titled “Cuba & the US: The Start of a
New Era”. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Indiana, the students & Ms. Bruno later attended a
Rotary meeting to thank the club members for
continually affording HC students the opportunity
to experience learning in this venue. A video about
the event & the relationship forged between HCHS
& the Rotary Club will be forthcoming on ARIN’s
IU Play. Additionally pictured in the photo is Mr.
Dan Fleming, Rotary Club President.
St. Francis Science Day and Sam Rhine Genetics

This is the second year that the First Grade
Teachers, Mrs. Stossel, Mrs. Kochman, and Mrs.
Kowchuck have worked with students to send cards
to Rose Haven Nursing Home.
This service project is completed for our holiday
seasons during the school year. We recently
finished our Christmas Cards.
Last year, the staff and residents of the Home sent
us a thank you that told how appreciative they were
of our thoughtful gesture. The cards are dropped
off at the facility by Mrs. Carolyn Sacco.
We are proud to give back to our community!
Wildcats and World Affairs

November was a busy month for A.P. Biology
students. They had an opportunity to attend Science
Day at St. Francis University and the Sam Rhine
Genetics Update at Gateway Middle School. With
both trips being so close to the holidays, the HCHS
Guidance department and Mrs. Adams partially
funded the two trips so that all students would have
the opportunity to attend these fantastic events. We
are grateful that the district covered bussing and
subs. The students walked away from both
experiences with a newfound excitement for college
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experiences and science. The students are still
talking about events experienced during both trips!

Law Class Guest Speakers
It’s been a busy fall in Mrs. Bruno’s grade 11/12
Law Class. To date, her presenters have included:
1. Mr. David Zacur - IUP's Criminal Justice
Training Center's Director, retired FBI
Agent & National Drug Intelligence Center
Agent
2. Chief County Detective David Rostis,
former Deputy Sheriff
3. Mr. Michael Steffee – retired PSP &
District Magistrate
4. Magistrate Suzanne Steffee
5. Correctional Officer John Carney - SCI
Pine Grove
6. Sgt. Francis Plummer – New Florence &
Derry PD
7. Magistrate Guy Haberl
8. Mr. Jody Rainey – Principal
9. SSG Nieves – US Army
10. Sheriff Robert Fyock & K-9 Bak
11. Tpr. Rob Worcester – PSP
12. Mr. Jim Decker – Indiana County
Probation/Parole
13. Ms. Carrie Sabo – Indiana County CYS
14. Tpr. Mark McMahan – PSP
15. Mrs. Kathy Monko – ARIN IU 28
(Homelessness)
16. Mr. Pat Dougherty – Indiana County
District Attorney
17. Judge Bianco – Indiana County Court of
Common Pleas
18. Mr. Bill Knopick – Retired Secret Service
(under 7 presidents!!!)
19. Chief Sacco, Sgt Jellison & K-9 Thor –
Homer-City PD

20. Mr. Joe Budjos –
Indiana/Armstrong/Clarion County
Behavioral Health
Scheduled for remainder of semester:
21. Mr. Dan Sacco – Safety & Security,
SMART Team
22. Correctional Officer Steve Alexander –
Indiana County Jail
23. Mr. Randy Sell – Retired SCI Officer
24. Officer Chris Reidmiller – PA Game
Commission
The students greatly enjoy guest speakers and
especially enjoy interacting with them and asking a
lot of questions.

There’s a Mouse in the House!
Mrs. Stossel’s First Grade Classroom puts
ABCMOUSE.COM to use in intervention groups
and allows students to practice at home as well.
Public school teachers are able to use this site free
of cost. Each year, Mrs. Stossel sets up a class with
her students, and teaches them how to use the site.
She then directs her instruction by selecting specific
skills students need to practice. Student progress
can be checked and then used to reinforce
comprehension, fluency, sight words, letter sounds
and identification and math skills. Families with
internet access are able to log in at home and work
on lessons with their child. It has provided Mrs.
Stossel and her students with fun, engaging, ageappropriate individualized instruction.

