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Buford City Schools
Buford City Schools (BCSS) serves
approximately 4,900 students in a campus-like
setting of four schools, a performing arts center,
and a multi-purpose arena. In the fall of 2019,
BCSS will grow to include five schools, as the
new Buford High School will officially open.
Buford City Schools boasts beautiful facilities
with state of the art instructional resources and
also has a rich tradition of success in academics,

Joy Davis, Interim Superintendent
the arts, and athletics. In August 2018, Niche
again named BCSS the Number One School
District in Georgia--an honor that has been
bestowed upon the district for four consecutive
years. Buford City Schools has an accountability
system that measures systemic growth and the
sustainability of student academic achievement.
This Accountability Report provides clear and
concise information and data regarding the
progress and achievements of Buford Academy
for the 2017-2018 school year.
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Key Results from 2017-2018 Local School Plan for Improvement

The Buford Academy School Improvement Plan was developed by the Leadership Team
(comprised of teachers and other staff members), and the School Improvement Council.
This plan outlines actions, strategies, and interventions used to achieve the goals set by all
stakeholders. The School Improvement Plan is available for review on the website and in
the Parent Resource Center.
Goal: All students at Buford Academy will score in the Proficient or Distinguished Level
on the Georgia Milestones Test.
We will continue to strive to increase our scores in all academic areas. School level plans
to boost student achievement include the following: daily teacher collaboration and
planning; professional development for teachers; data analysis and disaggregation of all
assessments; frequent parent contact; an emphasis on writing across the curriculum; STEM
initiative (helping students connect Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and
multiple forms of student technology.

Iowa Assessment Results
The Iowa Assessment measures a student’s progress in key academic areas and allow for a comparison of their
performance to that of students across the U.S. This nationally norm-referenced test is administered in grades 3, 4, and
5 at Buford Academy. Results from the fall administration help identify students’ areas of academic strength as well as
areas that need improvement. Teachers use the fall results to inform instruction and monitor growth. The scores below
represent the National Percentile Rank (NPR). The average national percentile rank (NPR) is listed in the chart below
where 50 is the national average. For example, a Core Composite NPR of 57 indicates that, on average, a student
scored as well as or better than 57% of U.S. students on the test.

2017-2018
End of Year Benchmark Results

End of Quarter Benchmarks provide teachers with continuous data throughout the year to help measure each student’s success.
Teachers participate in Data Talks to collaborate with colleagues and analyze their data.

2nd
Grade
ELA

82.42

3rd
Grade
ELA

80.79

4th
Grade
ELA

Math

86.68

Math

86.05

SC

86.55

SC

SS

94.35

SS

2017-18

74.41

5th
Grade
ELA

Math

70.86

Math

71.33

91.37

SC

81.96

SC

86.43

83.75

SS

81.88

SS

83.67

2017-18

2017-18

2017-18

2017-18 Georgia Milestones Results for Grades 3, 4, and 5
These scores show proficiency data.
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Georgia Performance Index as Measure of Progress
Georgia’s report card for grading a school’s yearly performance is called the College and Career Ready Performance
Index (CCRPI). A school’s performance is graded on a scale of 0-100 with the opportunity to earn up to 10 bonus
points. This year’s CCRPI is actually a reflection of the 2016-2017 school year. As noted below, Buford Academy’s
CCRPI score is 85.3 which was among the top scores in the state. The state of Georgia average for elementary schools
was 72.9. The report card reflecting data from the 2017-2018 school year will be released Fall of 2018. We are pleased
with our four star School Climate Rating. The Climate Rating, which awards stars on a 5-star scale is based on
perception survey data from parent and staff surveys, as well as discipline and attendance data. For additional
information regarding the CCRPI report, go to: ccrpi.gadoe.org.
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A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives
At Buford Academy we believe in every student; therefore, they achieve! Our emphasis is on the importance of working
together as a community of students, teachers and parents to support the success of one another.
The 2017-18 school year goal was on teaching, learning and continuous improvement. Our focus to close
the achievement gap between subgroups remains a priority as we strive to ensure all students are well prepared to be
inquisitive and successful life-long learners, as well as being informed 21st Century College and Career Ready.
Buford Academy provides a high quality educational experience with rigorous academic courses. We nurture a lifestyle
of expecting excellence of one another. Our accomplishments include being a 2018 Title I Highest Reward School, a
Governor’s Shape Honor Roll recipient, and we were recognized as a top 10 Georgia Elementary School.
Student achievement success can be attributed to a number of initiatives which include a wealth of technology to extend
and enrich the learning experience. These technology resources have allowed our staff to deliver rigorous, engaging,
and differentiated academic curriculum. In order to measure the effectiveness of instruction, teachers utilize quarterly
benchmark assessments that provide valuable data to support student achievement and mastery of the Georgia Standards
of Excellence. The intentional reflection on analyzing data results allows us to differentiate and put supports in place for
students to make significant gains in their individualized learning. Our impressive data results reflect we are on the right
track for continuing to improve student achievement scores.
Buford Academy is extremely fortunate to have enthusiastic parents, outstanding teachers, and precious students who
are proud to belong in a community with a sense of celebrating teamwork, success, and honoring traditions. Our
students embrace the deep and rich history of Buford while looking forward to an exciting future. The ultimate goal of
Buford Academy is to encourage students to be successful, well-rounded, lifelong learners. We think you’ll see that
every day is a great day for learning at Buford Academy!

Buford Academy
2017-2018 Highlights…


FY18 Title One Highest Performing Reward School



Governor’s SHAPE Honor Roll-2016 Platinum

Buford Academy-Enrollment Data

Recognition



Purchased 600 Chromebooks for student use



Completed year four in the STEM process



Over 1,100 students participate daily in
PowerUp30, Art, Band, Book, Chorus, and
Technology Clubs from 7:30-8:05 a.m.



Participated in All-State Chorus for Elementary
students



Over 200 students participated in the Buford
Academy Science Fair



Hosted over 600 dads at every All Pro Dad event



Recognized by Niche as the #1 School District in

2017-2018 Student Data/Demographics Data

Georgia

2017-2018 Staff Data
Staff Certification Level


20% teachers with a Bachelor’s Degree



31% teachers Master’s Degree



47% teachers with an Educational Specialist



2% teachers with a Doctoral Degree



15 average years of Experience

The purpose of Buford City Schools is to empower all
students to become globally competitive critical thinkers,
innovative problem solvers, responsible individuals, and
productive citizens.
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