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442
Regimental
Combat Team
nd

THE 442nd REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM was an all Japanese
- American regiment of the U.S. Army that served bravely in
World War II. After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in
1941, Japanese Americans were detained in internment
camps in the western U.S. because of fears they might be
disloyal to the United States. Despite this unfair treatment,
many Japanese American men volunteered for military
service when the 442nd regiment was formed. They fought
in Europe and became one of the most highly decorated
units of WWII. The 442nd also rescued the “Lost Battalion”, a
Texas Guard unit surrounded by the German Army in 1944.
The heroism and conduct of the members of the 442nd
helped counter discrimination against Japanese-Americans
after the war.

(1943-1946)
5th Grade Bio Card—2

I Spy...

John Adams
(1735-1826 )

JOHN ADAMS was one of our Founding Fathers from
Massachusetts and was the first Vice President under
President George Washington. He was the 2nd President of
the United States. Adams attended Harvard University and
later became a lawyer. He married Abigail Smith in 1764,
and they had six children. Adams played a leading role in
persuading Congress to declare independence from England
in 1776. In fact, he was on the committee to draft the
Declaration
of
Independence.
He
represented
Massachusetts as a delegate to the First and Second
Continental Congresses.
He recognized the strong
leadership of George Washington and nominated him as
Commander in Chief of the Continental Army. After leaving
public office, he retired to his home in Massachusetts,
where he wrote letters that are part of our history. He and
Thomas Jefferson died on the same day, July 4, 1826, the
50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
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Samuel Adams
(1722-1803)

SAMUEL ADAMS was a patriot from Boston during the
American Revolution. He was a cousin to President John
Adams. They were both very popular during the early
colonial days, speaking often about how we should declare
independence from Great Britain. He was appointed as a
representative to the Continental Congress where he was
well known for his many long and loud speeches for
independence. In 1776 he was one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Adams retired from the
Continental Congress in 1781 and returned to
Massachusetts where he became a member of the state's
convention to write a constitution. In 1789 he was
appointed Lieutenant Governor of the state and later was
elected Governor. He was re-elected every year until 1797
when he retired. He died in the morning of October 2, 1803,
in Boston.
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Jane Addams
(1860-1935)

JANE ADDAMS was the founder of Hull House which
provided help for poor immigrants who came to Chicago.
Addams and a friend gave speeches, raised money, and
recruited volunteers to provide needed services. Hull
House provided kindergarten, day care for the children of
working mothers, and after school activities. Later an art
gallery, employment bureau, library, public kitchen, music,
art classes, and sports facilities were added. By the next
year, Hull House was serving the needs of 2,000 people
weekly. Addams was one of the few women at that time to
graduate from college. She got the idea for Hull House when
she visited a similar place in London. Jane Addams
promoted the rights of children, African Americans and
women and became the first president of the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom.
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Susan B. Anthony
(1820-1906)

SUSAN B. ANTHONY spent over 50 years of her life working
for the cause of equal rights for women because she lived
during the time when women had no voice in government.
Anthony was born in Massachusetts and went to school in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. As a young woman, she
experienced prejudice because she was female. She became
convinced that things wouldn’t improve until women were
given the right to vote. In 1851, she met Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, and together they led the effort for women’s right
to vote. Anthony made speeches all over the country and
from 1869-1906, she appeared each year before every U.S.
Congress asking that an amendment be added to the
Constitution to guarantee a woman’s right to vote.
Unfortunately, Susan B. Anthony died before the 19th
Amendment was adopted in 1920.
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Neil Armstrong
(1930-2012)

NEIL ARMSTRONG was born in Ohio. As a child, he drew
and built his own airplane models. He earned his pilot’s
license when he was 16. Armstrong was called to duty in
the Navy during the Korean War. He flew 78 combat
missions and earned three medals for courage and bravery.
After the war was over, Armstrong finished college and then
became a test pilot for the Navy. He became an astronaut
in 1959. He flew the Gemini 8 mission, and his quick
thinking prevented a disaster. Armstrong was selected to be
the commander of the Apollo 11 mission which would land
a man on the moon and was the first human to step on the
surface of the moon. His first words on landing there are
famous today: “That’s one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.” Armstrong retired from NASA in 1971
and moved back to a farm in Ohio where he had grown up.
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Alexander
Graham Bell
(1847-1922)

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL, best known for his invention of
the telephone, was born in Scotland. His mother was deaf,
so his father devised a “visible speech” system to teach the
deaf to speak. Alexander Graham Bell came to the United
States in 1871 and became an American citizen in 1882. He
taught the deaf using his father’s system and became a
professor of vocal physiology at Boston University. Since he
was eighteen, Bell had been working on the idea of
transmitting speech electronically. On March 10, 1876, his
experimental telephone transmitted the first speech
sounds. Bell’s assistant, Thomas Watson, heard Bell say,
“Mr. Watson, come here, I want you.” The telephone was
introduced to the world at the Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition and led to the creation of the Bell Telephone
Company which is today’s AT&T.
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William
Bradford

WILLIAM BRADFORD is best known as the leader of a group
of Pilgrims from England who came to the New World on
the Mayflower for religious freedom. In 1620 they settled
first at Cape Cod before moving on to Plymouth. Before
they landed, they drew up a document called the
Mayflower Compact in which they agreed to set up a
government for the good of everyone. After 65 days at sea,
the 102 passengers finally made landfall. Their first year was
hard. Many died of disease and lack of food. By the next
year, food was plentiful, and thanks to instructions from the
Wampanoag people, a big Thanksgiving celebration was
held. Other ships arrived, and the colony grew. Bradford
was governor of the Plymouth colony until 1656.

(1590-1657)
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George
Washington
Carver

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER was born a slave in
Missouri but was raised as a free man by the Carver family.
He left home in his teens to seek an education. After being
denied admission to Highland College because he was
African American, he was accepted to Simpson College and
later Iowa State College of Agriculture where he majored in
botany. Carver believed he should use his abilities to help
his fellow African Americans. When Booker T. Washington
invited him to be director of agricultural education at the
Tuskegee Institute, Carver accepted. He taught the local
farmers to use good agricultural practices to improve their
soil and crops. He also developed over 300 products made
from the peanut. Carver faced discrimination during his
lifetime but never let it discourage him. He taught at
Tuskegee for 47 years.

(1864-1943)
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César Chavez
(1927-1993)

CÉSAR CHAVEZ devoted his life to fighting for the rights of
migrants. When he was a child, his family lost their farm
during the Great Depression. They went to California to find
work, joining thousands of other migrant workers who
traveled from farm to farm picking fruit and vegetables.
Migrant families didn’t have permanent homes and were
usually without electricity and running water. During this
time, Chavez attended over 30 different elementary schools.
After serving in the Navy, he returned to California to work
in the fields once again. Becoming concerned about the
poor working conditions and low pay for migrant workers,
Chavez began registering Mexican American farm workers
so they could vote. After organizing the National Farm
Workers Association in 1962, he led successful boycotts to
support migrants’ causes.
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John Deere
(1804-1886)

JOHN DEERE was born in Vermont. He learned the trade of
blacksmith as an apprentice and eventually opened his own
shop. He and his family moved to Illinois, and Deere
realized that the iron and wood plow used in the East would
not work on the hard clay soil of the prairie. He decided
that only a plow with a highly polished surface could cut
through the sticky soil without getting bogged down, so he
began to work on a new type of plow made of steel. When
he could not get the kind of steel he needed, he had it
manufactured in England and later in Pittsburg. His plows
were tested on the most difficult prairie soil and proved
effective. Even then, Deere was constantly working to
improve them. Eventually, his company became the largest
manufacturer of agricultural implements in the world.
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Thomas Edison
(1847-1931)

THOMAS EDISON was born when there were no light bulbs,
recorded music, or motion pictures. During his lifetime, he
changed all of that. Edison was born in Ohio and homeschooled by his mother. He also had a hearing problem and
was partly deaf. He came up with his first patented
invention, the electrical vote recorder, when he was 21, but
no one was interested in buying it. In 1869, it was his
invention of the stock ticker tape machine that gave Edison
the break he needed. He sold the invention for $40,000.
Then he built the world’s first research laboratory which
employed over 60 inventors. Thomas Edison applied for
over 1000 patents. Some of his inventions included the
phonograph, motion picture camera, and telegraph
systems. He is probably best known for the invention of the
electric light bulb (incandescent lamp).
5th Grade Bio Card—7

I Spy...

Dwight D.
Eisenhower
(1890-1969)

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER was the thirty-fourth President of
the United States. He was born in Texas but grew up in
Kansas. After attending West Point, Eisenhower was
stationed in Texas where he met his future wife, Mamie
Doud. Eisenhower had outstanding organizational skills, and
he graduated first in his group at Army War College. During
World War II, he was commander of the Allied Forces that
landed in North Africa and in Sicily and Italy. He was the
Supreme Commander of the troops that invaded France on
D-Day and was promoted to General of the Army. In five
years, he went from being a Lieutenant Colonel to the
highest ranking position in the American Army. In 1952,
Dwight Eisenhower was elected President of the United
States and was responsible for establishing the interstate
highway system.
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Benjamin
Franklin
(1706-1790)

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was a printer, inventor, politician,
founding father, and good citizen. He was born in Boston
and only went to school one year. He then worked as a
printer’s helper for his brother, James. At the age of
seventeen, he ran away from Boston. By the age of twentyfour, Ben owned his own print shop and newspaper in
Philadelphia. He assisted his community by helping
establish a postal service and starting a fire department. As
a scientist, Franklin invented bifocals, a furnace stove called
the “Franklin Stove,” and the lightning rod. Benjamin
Franklin also helped our nation develop. He was a delegate
to the Second Continental Congress. He attended the
Constitutional Convention, helped write parts of the
Declaration of Independence, helped negotiate treaties
with other nations, and was Minister to France.
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Nathan Hale
(1755-1776)

NATHAN HALE graduated from Yale College when he was 18
and became a teacher. During the American Revolution,
Hale was very patriotic and joined the Continental Army. He
soon became part of a special fighting group called the
Rangers who were known for their bravery and courage.
When General George Washington wanted to send a spy to
get information on the British position, Nathan Hale
volunteered. In a disguise, Hale crossed enemy lines and
successfully obtained important military information for the
Continental Army. As Nathan Hale was trying to return
home, he was captured by British soldiers and put on trial
for being a spy. Before 21-year-old Nathan Hale was
hanged, he remained calm and said, “I regret that I have but
one life to lose for my country.”
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Anne
Hutchinson
(1591-1643)

ANNE HUTCHINSON is remembered for being a courageous
woman who devoted her life to religious freedom. She was
in London where her father was a minister and was home
schooled. She later married Will Hutchinson, and they
became Puritans. They moved to the Massachusetts Bay
Colony where they hoped to be able to practice their
religion without being criticized. Anne regularly had
religious gatherings for women in her home, and some
church leaders objected. Anne questioned some of the
beliefs of the church which made its leaders angry. In 1638
Anne was charged with the crime of heresy. After a trial, she
and her family were forced to leave Boston. They moved to
what is now part of Rhode Island and started the town of
Pocasset, now Portsmouth. After her husband died, Anne
and her children moved to New York.
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Thomas
Jefferson
(1743-1826)

THOMAS JEFFERSON was the author of the Declaration of
Independence and the Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom, the third President of the U.S., and the founder of
the University of Virginia. He was born in Virginia and
attended the College of William and Mary. When he was 21,
Jefferson inherited land from his father on which he built his
home, Monticello. He practiced law and was a member of
the House of Burgesses. In 1776, as a member of the
Continental Congress, Thomas Jefferson was asked to write
the Declaration of Independence. He served as the first
Secretary of State when George Washington was President
and also as Vice President under President John Adams.
Thomas Jefferson was elected President in 1801, and he
served 2 terms. During his presidency, the United States
bought the Louisiana Territory, and the Lewis and Clark
Expedition took place.
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Martin Luther
King, Jr.
(1929-1968)

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., was told as a child that his white
friends couldn’t play with him because he was African
American. During this time, many African Americans were
treated unfairly. Martin was an excellent student, graduated
from high school two years early, and began college at the
age of 15. After becoming a minister, he married Coretta
Scott. His first church was in Montgomery, Alabama, where
Rosa Parks, an African American, refused to move out of the
“Whites Only” section of a bus and was arrested. Martin
Luther King led a protest. He always used peaceful ways to
get unfair laws changed, rather than using violence. He led
many marches for freedom, and in 1963, he led a huge
march of 200,000 people in Washington, D.C., where he
gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. He received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and was assassinated four years
later.
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James Madison
(1751-1836)

JAMES MADISON, the “Father of the Constitution,” was
born in Virginia, attended Princeton, and completed college
in two years. In 1776 he helped write Virginia’s Constitution
and Bill of Rights. Madison was the youngest member of the
Continental Congress but soon gained the respect of the
delegates. He led the Virginia delegation at the
Constitutional Convention in 1787 and was the only person
who took detailed notes during the convention. He
contributed greatly to the formation of the new constitution
and helped get it approved by writing persuasive essays
with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay. As a member of the
first U.S. House of Representatives, Madison wrote and
introduced the Bill of Rights. He served as President Thomas
Jefferson’s Secretary of State, and afterwards he was
elected President of United States for 2 four-year terms.
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George Mason
(1725-1792)

GEORGE MASON was a wealthy Virginia planter and
member of the Virginia House of Burgesses. When the
Stamp Act of 1765 made so many colonists angry, Mason
wrote a letter to merchants in London trying to explain the
colonial viewpoint. During the time when the colonists were
ready to declare their independence, Mason wrote the
Virginia Declaration of Rights which was used as a model for
parts of the Declaration of Independence and later, the Bill
of Rights. Even though he often spoke in favor of the new
U.S. Constitution in 1787 in Philadelphia, he refused to sign
it when it was finally finished because it did not have a Bill
of Rights. He was afraid the new government would be like
having a king. A Bill of Rights was later added. George
Mason was a strong leader at the time when our
government was just getting started.
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Rosa Parks
(1913-2005)

ROSA PARKS, “Mother of the Civil Rights Movement,” was
born in Alabama. She and her family lived on her
grandparents’ farm. Rosa grew up when African Americans
were treated with disrespect, and she knew it was wrong.
She went to an all African American school and was in a
class with 50 other children and one teacher. After high
school, Rosa worked at a department store doing
alterations. She took a bus home from work and sat in the
middle section. There was a law that African Americans had
to sit at the back of the bus. A white man got on the bus, so
the driver told Rosa to move, but she refused and was
arrested. This made African Americans angry, and they
refused to ride by boycotting the buses in Montgomery for
over a year. The boycott began the civil rights movement.
The U.S. Supreme Court later ruled it was wrong to
discriminate against anyone just because of their race.
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William Penn
(1644-1718)

WILLIAM PENN was a Quaker who started the colony of
Pennsylvania. His strong beliefs about religious freedom
were among the first clear statements of religious freedom
in America. Quakers were not widely accepted in Great
Britain at that time, and on several occasions, Penn was put
in prison for his “radical” preaching. That’s when he began
to argue for religious freedom. In 1681, Penn obtained
permission to establish a colony in the New World for
religious freedom for Quakers. Many Quakers decided to
move to the New World for that purpose. Penn was there
from 1682-1684. He made several treaties with native
Americans, telling the Indians, “I desire to gain your Love
and Friendship by a kind, Just and Peaceable Life."
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Charles
Pinckney
(1757-1824)

CHARLES PINCKNEY was born in South Carolina, the son of
a wealthy lawyer and farmer. He served during the
Revolution and was captured by the British. Pinckney began
his political career when he served in the Continental
Congress and the state legislature. He worked hard to make
sure that the United States kept navigation rights to the
Mississippi River. Pinckney supported a strong central
government. He spoke often and effectively at the
Constitutional Convention. He not only contributed to the
final draft of the Constitution but also helped to solve
problems that arose during the debates. He later served as
Governor, U.S. Representative, and Senator. In 1800,
Pinckney served as the South Carolina campaign manager
for Thomas Jefferson.
When Jefferson was elected
President, he appointed Charles Pinckney Minister to Spain.
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Colin Powell
(1937- )

COLIN POWELL was the first African American to serve
as National Security Advisor, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and U.S. Secretary of State. Powell was
born in New York City and educated in the New York City
public schools. He went to City College of New York and
George Washington University. He was a professional
soldier for 35 years and eventually became a 4-star
general. He was National Security Advisor to President
Ronald Reagan and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the highest position in the military, under President
George H.W. Bush. During this time, he oversaw
Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm against Iraq.
Powell retired from the military, but in December, 2000
President George W. Bush appointed him to be Secretary
of State. He served as Secretary of State for three years.
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Ronald Reagan
(1911-2004)

RONALD REAGAN, a Republican from California, was the
40th President of the United States from 1981 until 1989.
When elected to his second term in 1984, he was 74 years
old, the oldest elected President in our history. Only 69 days
after becoming President in 1981, he was shot outside a
hotel but quickly recovered and resumed his duties as
President. Before becoming President, Reagan had been
Governor of California. Earlier he had been a Hollywood
actor. Reagan is remembered as being the President who
helped ease tension between the United States and the
Soviet Union. Reagan is also famous for his negotiations
with Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev which
ended in a treaty that limited nuclear weapons. After
leaving the White House, Reagan retired to his ranch close
to Santa Barbara, California, where he lived until he died at
the age of 93.
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Franklin Delano
Roosevelt

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT is the only person elected
President of the United States four times, the first of which
was in the midst of the Great Depression. FDR traveled the
nation speaking to farmers who had lost all their
possessions and addressing the fears of people struggling to
survive. He once said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear
itself.” While he was President, Congress passed several
new laws, called the New Deal, which helped people get
jobs. FDR suffered from the crippling disease of polio, and
helped secure funding for a polio rehabilitation center in
Warm Springs, Georgia. FDR was President when Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941 which started United States
involvement in World War II.

(1882-1945)
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Roger Sherman
(1721-1793)

ROGER SHERMAN dedicated most of his life to the growth
of our nation. His education was limited, but he read books
from his father’s library and received some schooling from
his minister. At 22 years of age, Sherman was appointed
surveyor of New Haven County, Connecticut. He didn’t
attend law school but became a lawyer by studying on his
own. By the time he was forty, Sherman had been a Justice
of the Peace, justice of the Superior Court of Connecticut,
and a successful landowner and businessman. Elected to
the Continental Congress in 1774, he served on the
committees that wrote the Declaration of Independence
and The Articles of Confederation. At the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, he made as many as 138 speeches and
defended the rights of the smaller states. He later served as
a U.S. Senator from Connecticut.
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John Smith
(1580-1631)

JOHN SMITH brought the first group of settlers to America
in 1607. Smith was born in England and always loved to
travel. He worked on merchant ships, fought in wars, and
traveled all over Europe and North Africa before returning
to England in 1604. He still wanted to travel, so he became
involved in plans to colonize Virginia. In 1607 he took three
tiny ships on the four month trip from England to America.
Life was difficult for the settlers who didn’t have enough
fresh water and got sick easily. The Native Americans didn’t
want the English settlers there and raided their camps and
stole their supplies. John Smith was captured by Indian deer
hunters who took him to their chief, Powhatan. Powhatan
was impressed with Smith and allowed his settlement,
Jamestown, to remain. Because of Smith’s leadership, the
settlement survived and grew.
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Sons of Liberty
(1765-1770s)

The SONS OF LIBERTY was a patriotic group organized in
the American colonies to protest the Stamp Act of 1765.
The members often met in secret, but held public meetings,
too. They planned public protests, circulated petitions,
spread their political messages in newspapers, and only
used force when necessary. One of their most effective
forms of communication was the use of committees of
correspondence.
Groups all over the colonies sent
messages to each other, sometimes using express riders to
deliver them. The Sons of Liberty opposed other policies
and actions carried out by the British government against
the colonies. To protest British tax policies in 1773, about 50
members of the Sons of Liberty boarded ships in Boston
Harbor and dumped 342 chests of tea into the ocean.
Samuel Adams, Paul Revere, and John Hancock were
members of the Sons of Liberty.
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The Tuskegee
Airmen
(1941-1946)

THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN were African-American men who
served in the United States Army Air Force during World
War II. Pilots were trained at Tuskegee Field in Alabama.
Other flight and support personnel were trained at bases
across the U.S. The military was segregated at that time,
and the airmen faced racism and discrimination despite
their competence and bravery in combat. Even after the
war was over, the airmen were limited in their opportunities
for advancement. In 1948, President Harry S. Truman
signed an order integrating all of the armed services and
thus ending racial discrimination in the military. The
outstanding record of the Tuskegee Airmen was an
important factor in this decision. In 2007, those Tuskegee
Airmen still living were awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal for service to their country.
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George
Washington
(1732-1799)

GEORGE WASHINGTON was the first President of the
United States. Born on a Virginia plantation, he learned at
an early age to be a gentleman, mind his manners, and
always be truthful. He was interested in two things – the
military and exploring untamed lands in the West. By 1759,
Washington had his own plantation named Mount Vernon
and was married to Martha Custis. When the Second
Continental Congress met in 1775, George Washington was
named Commander in Chief of the Continental Army. The
American Revolution lasted six years. The Continental Army
defeated the British, and the United States became an
independent nation. George Washington served as
President of the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and was
elected the first President of the United States under the
new U.S. Constitution. He died at his home at Mount
Vernon in 1799.
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Eli Whitney
(1765-1825)

ELI WHITNEY was born in Massachusetts and graduated
from Yale College. In 1793 he invented the cotton gin, a
device that separated the seeds from the raw cotton fibers.
Until Whitney’s invention, this job had to be done by hand,
usually by slaves, and took a long time. The cotton gin
made it so much faster and easier to remove the seeds that
cotton production doubled every ten years. The United
States soon became the largest supplier of cotton in the
world. Whitney and his partner, Phineas Miller, built and
ran many cotton gins, but they were not able to keep others
from copying the invention, even though Whitney had the
patent. In 1798 he invented a way to manufacture muskets,
a type of firearm, using interchangeable parts. This system
made it easy to replace broken or lost parts and is used in
most manufacturing today.
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Roger Williams
(1603-1683)

ROGER WILLIAMS was born in England and graduated from
Cambridge University where he became interested in
Puritanism. His belief that people should have freedom of
worship was unpopular in England, so he decided to move
to the colonies which allowed for more religious freedom.
When he arrived at the Massachusetts Bay Colony, he
began preaching and was often at odds with the Puritan
leaders, who thought that everyone should believe like they
did. He also promoted the idea that all persons should be
allowed to vote, no matter what their religion was. He was
eventually expelled from the church and from the colony. In
1636 he and a number of followers established the colony
which became Rhode Island where there was complete
religious freedom.
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John Wise
(1652-1725)

JOHN WISE was a Congregational clergyman from
Massachusetts during the early history of the United States.
He spoke out frequently against unfair British taxes. In fact,
he led a group of protestors against those taxes and the
Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. He was briefly
jailed and fined for leading that protest. Later, he wrote
several pamphlets about how churches and government
should be independent. In fact, he helped reorganize the
government of Massachusetts. Wise’s writings were well
known among those who wanted independence for the
colonies. They were excellent descriptions of the
democratic principles on which American government is
founded.
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Wilbur and
Orville Wright
Wilbur (1867-1912)
Orville (1871-1948)

WILBUR AND ORVILLE WRIGHT were born in Ohio.
Fascinated with mechanical things, they began
experimenting with flight. They ran a printing business and
a bicycle shop while they worked on the idea of a flying
machine. They experimented with kites and gliders,
learning from their failures and from observing birds in
flight. In 1900, they tested their glider at Kill Devil Hills in
North Carolina. They made changes based on their notes
and observations and even built a wind tunnel to test wing
designs. In 1903, they tested their Flyer, a machine
powered by an engine they designed themselves. The first
attempt ended in a crash, but the second was successful.
The Flyer, with Orville piloting it, stayed in the air for 12
seconds. They eventually produced a reliable flying machine
that would change the face of aviation forever.
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