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levels of programs and staffing while also addressing critical
renovations and repairs at our schools.

operation standards and only $540,000 available annually to address these
needs, the time to preserve the excellence in our schools is now.

We are excited to have students back in our schools and look
forward to another exceptional school year!

During the summer months, the Grandview Heights Schools Board of
Education took action to address these serious concerns. Based upon the
recommendations of the community-led Financial Advisory Committee
(FAC), the board has placed a combined bond and operating issue on the
November 6, 2018, ballot. This issue will allow the district to maintain current

Sincerely,
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Residents:
he start of a new school year is always
so special and we have much to be
excited about at Grandview Heights
Schools. We are proud to continue to
provide excellent opportunities and tremendous
value to the community. Our anticipated
Performance Index score, which measures student
achievement of every student on state tests, is
106.3. This is the highest level of achievement since the release of the new
state report card and is a significant increase from the previous year.

More details about this issue are included in this newsletter
and we will continue to host community events, post
information related to frequently asked questions on our
website, and share opportunities to address any questions
you may have because we value our relationship with our
community members. That’s why this ballot request reflects
more than three years of work and more than 3,600
touchpoints with our community. The community’s input has
been vital in developing a master facilities plan for our aging
school buildings. This plan will also ensure that the
Our students are performing exceptionally well in both
excellence we provide for our students,
state and national rankings. Grandview Heights High
the hallmark of a Grandview Heights
This ballot request reflects
School is ranked as the 27th best high school in Ohio by
Schools education, will remain intact for
more than three years of work
U.S. News & World Report. In addition, 98 percent of the
the next one hundred years.
and
more
than
3,600
touch
class of 2017 is college bound this fall and have accepted
points with our community.
I hope you will take the time to learn
more than $3.5 million in merit-based scholarships.
more about this important issue. Please
All of this is wonderful news, but we must also address the
feel free to reach out with any questions by emailing
fact that teachers are educating students in schools that are on average
superintendent@ghcsd.org. I also encourage you to visit
90 years old and need extensive repairs and improvements. The truth is that
our district website at www.ghcsd.org and follow us on
our schools are aging and we need to address this problem. With more than
Facebook at Grandview Heights Schools.
$44 million in needed repairs to ensure our schools are meeting basic
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Andrew K. Culp

Superintendent

Board Votes to Place Combined Issue on the November Ballot

he Grandview Heights Schools
Board of Education unanimously
approved a combined issue for
the November 6, 2018, ballot. The
issue, which includes a 1-mill operating levy
with an additional 5.84-mill bond issue,
addresses critical repairs and improvements
to all the schools in the district as well as

maintaining the current level of academic
programs and staffing.
“Grandview Heights Schools’ facilities are
not serving the needs of today’s students,”
said Board of Education President Jesse
Truett. “We can’t provide a 21st century
schools education in 20th century schools.
This ballot issue takes the necessary steps

“We can’t provide a 21st century schools
education in 20th century schools.”
– Board of Education President Jesse Truett

to preserve the excellence that as a
community we expect in our Grandview
Heights Schools as well as address the short
and long term financial realities and needs
of our district.”
(continued on page 2)
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Board Votes to Place Combined
Issue on the November Ballot
(continued from page 1)

The bond issue includes $55.25 million to fund
safety and security upgrades to all school
buildings, build a new fourth through eighth grade
school, and comprehensively renovate Grandview
Heights High School. Specifically this bond issue
will allow the district to:

 Meet 2018 ADA standards and make all the
buildings fully accessible to students, staff, and
visitors with disabilities;

 Improve safety at each school including airlocked entrances, security glass, and new alarm
systems; and,

 Better meet the needs of today’s students in
areas such as updated science classroom space.
In addition, the 1-mill operating levy is the lowest
request for operating dollars in more than 70 years.
It will fund the district’s day-to-day operations
including teachers, utilities, and supplies.
“The 1-mill operating levy is the lowest request
for operating dollars in more than 70 years .”
“Grandview Heights Schools are excellent and
provide a tremendous value to the community,”
noted Truett. “We need to preserve the exceptional
educational quality by updating and renovating
our outdated facilities. That’s exactly what this
ballot issue does in a responsible manner.”
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To learn more about this important issue, please
visit the district’s website at www.ghcsd.org
and click on the “November 6 Ballot Issue” tab.
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District Announces Fall Building Tours,
Superintendent’s Coffee & Conversation Dates

ome learn first-hand
about the conditions and
limitations of our buildings
by taking a behind the
scenes tour with our Director of
Facilities Brett Bradley. Community
members are invited to tour our
buildings in September and
October. Tours begin in the
building office at 3 p.m. on
the following dates:

To reserve your place, email
brett.bradley@ghcsd.org with
your requested date and time.
And please plan to join Superintendent
Andy Culp for Coffee & Conversation
this school year on the following dates:

 September 21
 October 12
 January 18
 March 15
 May 17

 Stevenson Elementary September 6 and
October 9
 Edison Intermediate/Larson
Middle School - September 11
and October 16
 Grandview Heights High School September 13 and October 23
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The coffees begin at 8:15 a.m.
at Bobcat Beverages, our
student-run coffee shop, located
inside the Grandview Heights High
School, at 1587 West Third Avenue.
Please enter through the main door.
Street parking is available.

District Academic Prospectus
Now Available

randview Heights Schools has
recently produced a District
Academic Prospectus that shares
in detail the work we are doing to
achieve our mission of maximizing and
personalizing every student’s learning. The
District Academic Prospectus is available on
the district website at www.ghcsd.org.
Hard copies are available in school
building main offices and by request by
emailing hayley.head@ghcsd.org.
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Local Businesses Receive OSBA Honor

he Ohio School Boards Association recognized four local businesses for their
outstanding support of our schools by naming them to the 2018 OSBA
Business Honor Roll. Congratulations to State of Devotion, Big Lots!, INLINE
multimedia PRODUCTIONS, and The Ohio Taproom. These local businesses
have enriched student learning by providing in-kind and creative services and/or grant
funding to our schools. At a recent Board of Education meeting, these businesses were
celebrated and acknowledged with great appreciation.
Pictured from left: Board Vice President Melissa Palmisciano; Board President Jesse Truett;
Joe Buscemi (INLINE multimedia PRODUCTIONS Founder/Executive Producer); Jeremy Ball (Big Lots! VP, Corporate Philanthropy & Events);
Superintendent Andy Culp; Jim Jackson (State of Devotion Owner); and Board Members Eric Bode, Debbie Brannan, and Molly Wassmuth.
Not pictured: John Evans (The Ohio Taproom Owner).
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Grandview Heights High School Transforms Space for Today’s Learner

t Grandview Heights High School
one innovation has led to another.
Since the district moved to a oneto-one device program, the
Brotherhood of Rooks Media Center Smart
Media Lab was no longer being fully utilized.

Over time Media Specialist and Librarian
Erin Engle found herself fielding teacher
requests for equipment and space for
students to record video projects such as
Government class political commercials,
Speech class public service announcements,
French class tourism videos,
and the Communications
class student-led video show
“The Word” which has
operated without an actual
recording studio.
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“The library wasn’t conducive
to these requests. Also I
didn’t have the equipment
they were looking for or the
skill to teach video editing,”
said Engle. But then Engle
thought of a way to pick up
the slack among the stacks
(of library books).

Stevenson Elementary Hosts Summer Reading Camp

C

tevenson Elementary hosted a
two-week summer reading camp
for students in grades K-3 to
encourage and enrich reading
skills. Trinity United Methodist Church
generously provides funding and
volunteers for this camp. The camp’s
theme was “pets.” Beth Wood, of Indiana
Wild, was a featured guest and brought
several pets for our students to
experience. Her presentation focused on
which animals make good pets (and
which do not!) and what is required to
care for pets.

Staff Member Recognition

ongratulations to Kevin
Richards and Lisa Zag who
received the 2017-18 Teacher of
the Year and Win-Win Classified
Employee of the Year Awards, respectively.
Richards teaches Math at Grandview
Heights High School and Zag
is a Paraprofessional at Stevenson
Elementary and Edison Intermediate/
Larson Middle School.
1587 WEST THIRD AVENUE | COLUMBUS, OH 43212 | (614) 485-4015

“I proposed to the principal that I take
classes on video editing and we transform
the Smart Media Lab from a word
processing center to a cool Media Lounge.”
With a generous grant from the Grandview
Heights/Marble Cliff Education Foundation,
Engle purchased new and needed equipment.
The Media Lounge will serve many creative
purposes in addition to video recording.
Photography and instrumental and vocal
music students now have alternative work
space. “Students will be able to express
themselves creatively and show what they
know through mediums other than paper
and pencil. The Media Lounge will allow them
to produce polished creative projects for
class,” added Engle. “I want to express our
sincere gratitude to the Education
Foundation for investing in our project and,
most importantly, in our students.”

Welcome New Staff Members!
Grandview Heights Schools welcomes 13 new
employees to our staff this school year.

Sitting from left are Paraprofessionals Aja Price and
Kimberly McCall and French Teacher Julia Grawemeyer.
Standing from left are Chief Academic Officer Dr. Jamie
Lusher, Secretary Carrie Mollette, Food Services Director
Kyle Mahan, and Systems Administrator Matt Mowry.
Not pictured are Custodian Scott Peck, Grade 6 Teacher
Amy Hamilton, Paraprofessionals Stori Rex, Vicki Rush,
and William Amurgis, Kindergarten Teacher Natalie
Ashbrook, and Grandview Heights High School Principal
Rob Brown.
FALL 2018
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Register to

t is important to make sure your voice is
heard in every election. Be sure to
update or complete your voter
registration process. This is especially
important if you have moved or changed
your name. You can complete or update your
voter registration process online at
https://olvr.sos.state.oh.us/ Be sure
to complete this important step today as the
deadline to register for the november
election is October 9, 2018.
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News from the Treasurer’s Office

Need for New and Renovated Schools is Real

ffective and efficient day-to-day operations are crucial to a
school district’s success both inside and outside of the
classroom. We offer an excellent value to residents with an
exceptional quality of education and a mindset of carefully
stretching our precious resources as far as possible. We maintain a
reasonable budget with nearly 75 percent of the district’s daily
operating funds being directed to classroom instruction where they
can do the most good.
Yet despite this effort to maintain a strong fiscal picture that
supports our educational programs, we cannot escape the fact that
the average age of our school buildings is 90 years old and that they
are in need of extensive repairs and improvements. Currently, the
district has approximately $540,000 available annually to address
these needs. However, in 2016 experts identified more than $44
million in needed repairs just to make sure our schools are meeting
basic operating standards.
To preserve the excellence that is Grandview Heights Schools and
avoid significant financial challenges in the future, we must address
the needs of our aging facilities and basic operating systems. The
November 6 ballot issue, which includes a 1-mill operating levy and
an additional 5.84-mill bond issue, will address critical repairs and
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improvements to all the schools in the
district as well as maintain the current level
of academic programs and staffing.
Without this plan, the district would be
faced with having to divert operating funds
to address critical facility needs.
We remain committed to being responsible fiscal stewards of
taxpayer dollars. It has been four years since the district has asked
voters for additional funds and the 1-mill operating levy is the
lowest request for operating dollars the district has made in more
than 70 years.
Maintaining open and continuous communication with residents
about the needs facing our schools is a top priority. Should you have
any questions about this issue or our district’s financial picture,
please feel free to contact me at beth.collier@ghcsd.org.
Sincerely,

Beth Collier, CPA

Treasurer/CFO

We cannot escape the fact that the
average age of our school buildings is 90
years old and that they are in need of
extensive repairs and improvements.
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