March News and Notes
Cranston Public Schools 2019-2020
It’s March! We are more than halfway through the school year, and there are many exciting things happening
in our district! Read on to see all that has been going on during the past month and to be aware of our
upcoming events and be sure to check out our photo gallery at the end!

In this month’s newsletter you’ll find: An excerpt from our Superintendent’s

March Message, links to recent local media coverage of our Cranston Public Schools,
important dates to add to your calendar, our “What Is” informational series, a new section
for our community partner information, and exciting news about some of our very own staff
doing great things!

A message from our Superintendent
Recently, there was a report on the news of a school somewhere in our country that had
run out of paper. It was only partway through the year and their paper supply was depleted.
They would not get a new supply until the following school year’s budget went into effect,
and so they appealed to the public for donations of paper for their school…
Have you seen Superintendent Jeannine Nota-Masse’s March message? If not, you can
find it in its entirety on our district website here.

Did you know?
● We now have new websites for every school and for the district, so be sure
to take a look! Our sites are easy to navigate and they will still show all of the news and
information you need, but with a brand new look. Please be sure to always utilize our
district platforms if you are looking for accurate information.
●

Cranston High School East has an amazing Alumni Room filled with memorabilia dating back to the
earliest days of Cranston High School including historical treasures such as clothing, yearbooks,
photographs and trophies. The school is looking for additional alumni support for their Alumni
Association in order to help fund student scholarships, grants for educators, and to help keep
memorabilia housed in the Alumni Room up-to-date. For more information on how you can help
support the CHSE Alumni Association’s efforts, contact Carmen Ruggieri at
cruggieri@cpsed.net or visit the CHSE Alumni Association’s website.

●

The Cranston Public Schools and the Cranston Public Libraries have an agreement with Tutor.com
and our students at all levels are allowed unlimited free tutoring sessions at no charge from
certified teachers. This agreement has been in place for several years and students are able to
access help from elementary level through college prep (PSATS, SATS, college essays, etc.) in a wide
range of subjects and topics within each subject. Students only need to enter their library card
number and register to create an account. If your child is struggling with homework or is looking for
practice worksheets or other resources, tutor.com can be accessed directly from your school’s
website under Our Community/Students.

●

School lunches are not free. Families who are interested in applying for free or reduced lunch pricing
can fill out an application on paper or online. Applications are confidential and are used strictly to
determine eligibility. You can find the link here. Applications can be filled out any time throughout
the year and new applications must be filled out for this current year. If you do not qualify for free
or reduced pricing, your students must pay for their lunches each time they are purchased. If you have
a lunch balance currently, it is now due. Please contact Tricia Wright at
wright-patricia2@aramark.com to to set up a payment plan. If you are looking for your school’s lunch
menu, you can find it here.

Important information from our community
partners
● Did you know that your Cranston YMCA is a Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Rhode Island Partner? When you
donate your gently-used bagged clothing, sheets, fabric and household items at the branch at 1225
Park Avenue, you help BBBSRI achieve their mission of creating and supporting one-to-one mentoring
relationships that ignite the power and promise of youth. You also help the Y serve kids and families
in our community. The Y receives a share of the profits based on the weight of the items in their
bins. If you have other items to donate (appliances, furniture, toys etc.) you can arrange a pick-up with
BBBSRI or donate to your local Savers.

● $3.8 billion in federal funds flows to
Rhode Island every year based on the
census. It’s crucial that we make sure every
Rhode Islander is counted in Census 2020.
All data collected for the census is
confidential and used strictly for the
census. Cranston Public Schools is
working to ensure a complete count in the
2020 census by encouraging our families
to participate. Make sure you follow the
work of the RI Complete Count Committee at RICensus 2020 on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for
updates and watch for messages on our CPS social media platforms as well. Let’s make 2020 the year
we count!

What Is...? This month we continue our monthly series entitled “What Is,” focusing on one topic each

month that we often talk about in education, but rarely have the opportunity to explain what it is and why it is
so important.

This month’s topic is: Assessment
From the outside looking in, it seems as if our students are constantly being assessed in school. The acronyms
may start to be confusing as we try to sort out what’s what. There’s STAR, RICAS, PSAT, SAT, and AP for
starters. There might be weekly quizzes or tests on vocabulary from a current unit of study or a math test after
a new topic has been taught. As a district, our secondary students take part in curriculum embedded common
assessments. As parents, we wonder why so many tests, why so often, and where is all of that data going? As
a district, we have worked hard to streamline assessment as much as we can, and it is always important to
note that each type of assessment is just one piece of the puzzle that is your child’s education.
Baseline Assessments such as STAR or a Running Record for younger readers, done at the start of the
school year assess a student’s strengths, weaknesses, knowledge, and skills prior to instruction. Repeating
those same tests as Interim Assessments done at regular intervals (Sept., March, and May, for example)
gives educators a tool to monitor student progress, to see if they are on track or if they need additional
intervention and support.
Formative Assessments monitor a student’s performance during instruction, and usually occur regularly
throughout the instruction process. It helps to determine the pacing of a unit or lesson and if the students
understand what was just taught. Formative Assessment might take the form of an exit ticket at the conclusion
of the lesson or a show of hands or answers written on individual white boards held in the air for the
teacher to see. It is important for student attendance to be consistent in order for a teacher to see if they’ve
understood the instruction in real time.
Statewide Assessments or Norm-referenced Assessments such as our state’s RICAS, the NGSS science
tests or the nationwide PSAT or SAT tests for our older students compares a student’s performance against
other students (a national group or other “norm”). Our students are compared to other students in their school,
their district and their state, or to other students in their demographic. For the PSAT and SAT they are
compared to other students from across the nation. Our Cranston educators take the data from the RICAS
each year and look for trends, areas where many students may have done particularly well, which shows
effective teaching and learning have taken place, or areas where many students have shown weakness, and
they use that information to inform their future instruction on that topic in order to help improve teaching and
learning in those areas.
Curriculum embedded common assessment and midterm or final exams are individual for Cranston
and assess the curriculum topics our educators have taught up through the end of a quarter or a semester, and
they help educators see if their students have understood the instruction and reached a particular instructional
standard, objective or goal. It also allows us to see if they can apply what they have learned to real-life problem
solving situations.

Have you heard the latest news?
CPS students are doing some amazing things and we are so proud of all of them! Here are just
a few highlights since last month:
● Students in Michaela Colapietro’s fifth-grade class at Woodridge Elementary
School created a fundraising plan to raise money for the Cranston Animal Shelter. See how
they did it and how their funds will be helping one special shelter pet recover from an illness.
Read more here.
● Cranston West juniors Jordan Simpson, Emma Hanley and Ava Santamaria were
recently featured in this article as they hope to make their goal of $25K for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society as part of the Students of the Year campaign.
●

CACTC Culinary Arts senior Jeremy Pena-Salazar recounted his PrepareRI culinary internship
experience at Avvio in Garden City and shared how it impacted his life and future plans. You can read
more about his internship here. Additionally, senior Pilar DaLomba, a student in the Medical
Pathways program at CACTC, went above and beyond to secure her summer internship at Hasbro
Children’s Hospital. Read about what she had to do in order to make her goal a reality, here.

●

Congratulations to CHSE art students Isaiah Hanley and Noemi Olivo. Both students were winners
of the the Youth Art Month (YAM) art contest. The theme for the 2019-2020 school year was “Take a
Journey Through Art.” You can learn more about the contest here and both of their winning works of
art (both pieces feature anchors in them) can be seen in the Photo Gallery below.

●

The fourth-grade learning community at Eden Park Elementary School recently worked
collaboratively with the hosts and executive producer of the Rhode Show on their authentic learning
challenge which focused on bringing travel and tourism to the 11 states in the Northeast region. You
can read about it here.

●

Gladstone Elementary School’s fourth and fifth-grade students have hosted the juniors in the
Education Pathways program at CACTC every other week. During their time together the CACTC
students teach technology-based lessons and activities. Read all about the partnership here.

●

The ATOMS partnership between the faculty and staff at CHSW and some of our local elementary
schools has grown this year. Read all about it in this recent article and see the photos in our Photo
Gallery below.

●

Congratulations to CHSE's Enid Corcoran from who placed second in the Wickford Art
Association's 2020 Scholarship Program! Enid’s work was on exhibit at the Wickford Art Association
Gallery from Feb 18-Feb 28. You can see a selection of her work in the Photo Gallery below.

●

Congratulations to the Project Respect team at HHMS who collected more than 100 cold weather
items in their recent Warm Wishes drive. Read more about it here.

●

Genius Hour at Woodridge Elementary School has been a huge hit. See how student-led learning
has become a favorite part of the week in fourth grade! Learn more here.

We’re so proud of you!
Congratulations to the following staff members!

●

●
●

● Congratulations to Julie Ferns, physical education/health
educator at Arlington Elementary School. Julie applied for and was granted a
$4,000 Feinstein Leadership grant from the Feinstein Foundation to support her
proposed program, “Make Movement More Visual.”
● Congratulations to the staff at Stadium Elementary School who
were recently recognized as part of Burlington Stores and AdoptAClassroom.org
in celebration of the new Burlington Store which will be opening at 296 Garfield Avenue on
March 6. Burlington Stores has adopted the staff at Stadium School, thanks to their partnership
with AdoptAClassroom.org, by presenting them with a $10,000 donation. The funding allows
the teachers to purchase classroom materials needed for their students to learn and succeed,
without having to spend out of their own pockets.
Congratulations to Cassandra Johns, the new assistant principal at Dutemple Elementary
School. Johns joins the team at Dutemple after starting out as Assistant Principal at Gladstone
Elementary School. Congratulations also to Derek Gustafson, who recently took on a new
position as Dean of Students at Gladstone Elementary School. Gustafson was formerly a
physical education educator at Gladstone.
Congratulations to Stadium Elementary’s school nurse educator, Deb Hornung, a recent
recipient of the Golden Apple Award. You can watch her school community honor her here.
Congratulations to Ann Walkup who recently received the Paul W. Zitzewitz Award for
Excellence in K-12 Physics Teaching by the American Association of Physics teachers.
Walkup has been teaching at Cranston High School East since 2004. You can read more
here.

COUNTDOWN TO ELECTION DAY:
NOVEMBER 3, 2020
We are less than one year away from Election Day on November 3, 2020. We are very excited about the
upcoming School Construction Bond and our plan for the next five years. We strive to have buildings that
are warm, safe and secure, and accessible for all students, as well as buildings that are designed for
the 21st Century and beyond.
Gladstone Elementary School was built in 1952, and we are excited that a brand new Gladstone School is
one of the five major projects listed in the five-year plan. This photograph shows the main entrance of
Gladstone School as well as the students’ recess play yard.

When the CPS five-year Master Plan was developed, it not only took into account feedback from the
community (including the public and students, staff and administrators from within the school dept.)
but it also took into account the need to complete projects that would touch the largest amount of students
possible, from all sections of the city. Gladstone School is our largest elementary school and is located on
the eastern side of the city. The new school would be able to house an even larger amount of students than
the current school and make much better use of all building space for educational purposes. It would also be a
community hub, housing a full-sized gymnasium for sporting events and would continue to be the location
for the Cranston Family Center (COZ) which provides a myriad of services and resources for our CPS
families.
When Gladstone Elementary School was built 68 years ago, it was considered state-of-the-art. It had a large
swimming pool, which is now closed, but still remains as abandoned, unused space. Several of the
classrooms still have fireplaces which were used for heat. The classrooms are cramped, lack natural light
(as can be seen in the photo above) and lack adequate access to electrical outlets for today’s
technology, which is critical when educating our students for their future lives and careers.

Save

the Date!

● You can find a list of all of the Cranston School Committee Meetings here
on our district website. Public meetings begin directly following the conclusion
of the closed executive session, which starts at 6:00 p.m.
● The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) is designed to
function as a pro-active partnership between parents of children with special needs,
students, special education teachers, therapists, staff, general education teachers, administrators, and
other community members who are committed to enhancing the quality of education for students with
special needs within our school district. SEAC meets monthly. The meeting dates for the rest of the
school year are: 4/7, 5/5, 6/2.
●

The much-anticipated CACTC Culinary Arts program’s Friday Night Dinners are back! These
events fill quickly and reservations are required as this year’s seniors make their restaurant debut in the
Meshanticut Room at the Cranston Area Career and Technical Center (CACTC). This year there will
also be a May Breakfast. The upcoming dates are March 6, 13, 27, April 3, 24, and May 3 (brunch).

A note about inclement weather
As we continue on through the winter months, please be aware of our policies for inclement
weather found under the Our Community tab on our district website cpsed.net in both
English and Spanish. Our district leaders from several departments work together with our
city’s mayor and our city’s department of public works in order to determine the best course of
action for delaying or cancelling school due to weather, given the most up-to-date information
available at the time. Student and staff safety is paramount in the decisions made to
cancel or delay school. It is important that families have a plan in place for times when school is
delayed or cancelled. Please be sure to have a plan in place should a delay or cancellation take place.

Follow us!
For the most accurate information be sure to follow our
Cranston Public Schools social media platforms and visit our
district website often!
●
●
●

Our Cranston Public School Department Facebook page
Our Cranston School Department Twitter feed @CranstonSchools
Our Cranston Public Schools website (www.cpsed.net) is the spot where you can find all of the
information you need to know.

Photo Gallery
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