OAK GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

1771 Hoy Long Road Winston Salem, NC 27107

GRIZZLY DEN NEWS
Parent Newsletter

Thank you for making a difference in your child’s education.

Spring 2 0 1 9
Dates to Remember
April 12 – Special Olympics, Spring
Pictures
May 1st – Chorus @ Dash Game
May 8th – 8th Grade Mountain Field Trip
May 24 – NCFE Social Studies
May 27 – Memorial Day
May 29 – Math EOG/EOC
May 30 – Reading EOG
May 31 – EOG Science
June 3 – CTE Assessments
June 7 – 8th Grade Awards Assembly
(8:30 to 10:00)
June 7 – Early Release at 12:45

Keep up-to-date on all events
@ https://ogms.davidson.k12.nc.us/

OGMS Athletics

Find out what is happening in the Grizzly ………….

D – Dedication – The OGMS teacher of the year is Morgan Thrift.
Mrs. Thrift teaches 8th grade Social Studies. She dedicates her time as an
outstanding student advocate and teacher advocate. We appreciate her
talents and passion.

E – Exemplifying Greatness – Our Battle of the Books team was
crowned County Champs! National History day participants competed at
Surrey Community College on March 22nd. The following groups represented
OGMS in the following areas: Documentary – Nathanael Burns, Aiden
Fleming, Avery Ray, Exhibit – Savannah Burchette, Taylor Weigman,
Website – Sofia Domonech, Katie Maddock, Sunida Siphanthone. Sofia,
Katie and Sunida placed 3rd and will advance to state competition in Raleigh
this month!

N – The Nitty Gritty - There is no substitute for being in class. It is
important to relay to our students the need to be present to hear teachers
explain concepts, to participate in group projects and class discussions, and
to ask questions. 4th quarter is a crucial time for students to stay focused,
make good choices, and keep striving to do their best as we finish out the
year. In sports terms, one would say, “Let’s finish the drill!!”

Volleyball and Baseball are in full swing. Please come out and support or Grizzlies as their season winds
down. It is great to be a Grizzly! Information about participating in fall sports will be forthcoming on our
OGMS Website and the “Athletics” tab. The most important element especially if you are a rising 7 th grader
and 8th grader is to have a current up-to-date physical.

At a glance for the 8th grade 4th nine weeks….
Help your child prepare for 4th quarter. The following info provides an overview
of what will be happening in their classrooms.
ELA:

ELA will be starting 4th Quarter off with poetry in support of National
Poetry Month in April. Continued practice and support will be given
using Fiction and Non-Fiction. There may be even time for an end of year
novel.

Math 8:
Math 8 will be finishing up the year with Rational and Irrational
Numbers, Exponent Rules, Scientific Notation and Pythagorean
Theorem.
Math I:
Math 1 students will be solving and graphing Quadratics this quarter.
We will finish the year with covering and analyzing Statistical data.

Science:

In Science, for the 4th Quarter, we will be studying evolution
and genetics, molecular biology, biotechnology, and the
structures and functions of living organisms.

Social Studies:

Eighth grade students will venture into the modern era with our
study of the Great Depression, WWII, Cold War, Korea and
Vietnam, Civil Rights Movement, and decade studies of America’s
progression toward the 21st century. Financial Literacy will also
be a major element of study toward the end of the year. Teachers
will begin reviewing key concepts in preparation for the final
exam. Please check your child’s Social Studies Google classroom
for updates on homework, study guides, quizzes, and test.

A great source to stay up- to- date on apps, online services, technology, and social media is
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
This quote is important to remember with your child, “Media and technology are at the center of
kids' lives every day. From a very young age, kids use technology at home and at school to
connect with friends and family and to document their lives and create digital content of their own.
With more and more of life happening online, what catches kids' attention isn't always what's best
for them, and what companies do with their personal information isn't always clear.”
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ENCORE:
Art
With the new semester, students will begin creating many different projects that
they can be proud of while simultaneously learning valuable aspects of creativity
and art. The course curriculum will focus on the basic elements of design
including; line, value, space, shape, and texture. The students in this class will
explore different art mediums, progress their artistic ability, and have a firm
understanding of what art class has to offer them.

Family and Consumer Science
7th & 8th Grade students have been learning about kitchen safety, food
preparation terms/tools and how to follow a recipe. During the 4th Quarter, we
will begin to get in the kitchen and create some tasty snacks! Students will also
be exposed to basic childcare skills and have the opportunity to take care of a
“Ready or Not Tot” in class. I’m also hopeful that my classes will have the
opportunity to attend a Spring Career Fair as well as visit the OGHS culinary
class to learn more about the opportunities offered in the culinary arts.

Exploring Technology and Engineering
8th grade: They had a great third quarter in the STEM lab. Our focus for fourth
quarter will be demonstrating the steps of the engineering design process
through designing, differentiating between criteria and constraints, creating a
product or system that solves a problem, and choosing two additional PITSCO
modules to complete. We will also complete the marshmallow challenge, which
is always fun but challenging!

Business and Technology
8th Grade:
Exploring Business & Leadership has been focused on learning the foundations
for being a great leader, as well as the importance of Team Building. We will
continue to do fun exercises that engage students in learning the whys & hows
of leadership. Career Exploration will be next where students will engage in
making a resume, business cards, and studying jobs as well as take part in
mock interviews.

Student Services
The Counselors and Social Worker are available to students and parents to
discuss any needs or concerns they might have. We have met with all grades on
topics such as bullying, anxiety, conflict resolution, social relationships, and how
to access Student Services with self-concerns or if they are worried about
others. In February and March, a representative from the College Foundation of
North Carolina was on campus to meet with all eighth graders and help them set
up their CFNC accounts, which they will use in high school, and representatives
from 2- and 4-year colleges also spoke with our 8th graders in preparation for
high school registration. The Counselors will meet with students to help them get
ready for the EOG and test-taking tips will be provided. In addition, we will
discuss career interest to encourage out sixth and seventh grade students to
start thinking about career choices.
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PE/Health
PE classes have continued to work on fitness levels and taking care of
strength and flexibility specifically. Activities we will focus on as the year
progresses will be Cricket, Softball, Lacrosse, Frisbee, and Bocce. Please
continue to take care of your things and yourself in the locker room.
Remember everyone's safety is our first priority!
Health classes just wrapped up First Aid and CPR. We will finish the year in
Health with our Family Life units in May.
Band
The 8th Grade Symphonic Band made history this year at MPA! The band
traveled to Lenoir-Rhyne University and performed three pieces of music for a
panel of judges. These judges scored the band in 7 different categories and
provided them with an overall rating. The band received the highest possible
rating, a “Superior,” at this event. This is the first time that has been
accomplished in Oak Grove Middle School history! Bravo to all of the
musicians in the 8th grade band - without them, this would not have been
possible.
The last trip of the year for 8th grade will be to Carowinds on Saturday, April
27th. The day will begin with a morning performance in a joint concert with the
North Davidson 8th Grade Band at Ledford Middle School. Afterwards, they
will be leaving to go spend the day at Carowinds!
The band program’s Spring Concert, which features the 6th Grade Beginning
Band, 7th Grade Concert Band, and 8th Grade Symphonic Band, will be held
on Tuesday, May 21st in the OGHS Auditorium. This finale concert will feature
some fun, exciting music to cap off a very successful year. This concert will
also be the debut performance of our new Jazz Band! Music is certainly alive
and well at Oak Grove Middle School!
Chorus
Oak Grove Chorus and General Music has had a fun and productive year so
far!
In 3rd quarter, 7th and 8th Grade Chorus put on a successful pop concert as
well as studying classical choral repertoire and sight reading for MPA (Music
Performance Adjudication). In 4th quarter, students will explore the music
curriculum through topics such as music history, vocal health, Broadway, and
more. We also are very excited to have the opportunity to sing the National
Anthem at a daytime Dash game in May. The chorus looks forward to
welcoming many new members in the 2019-2020 school year!

8th Grade Field
Day –tentative
date depending on
“spring” weather
will be April 18th
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