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The weather cooperated last Friday, and our RZJHS DECA team
logged another excep onal performance! The bar was set
high, but we managed to exceed our results from last year in
most respects. We are so proud of the professionalism
and enthusiasm that our students showed in compe ng against
other North Suburban schools in the annual regional
conference. There were 20 schools represented at
the compe on, including Glenbrook North, Highland Park,
Deerﬁeld, New Trier, Niles North and Niles West.
We had 33 students on our team, con nuing our trend of
record high levels of school par cipa on, although one student
was absent due to illness. Eighteen of these 33 students were
par cipa ng in DECA for the ﬁrst me! Also for the ﬁrst me
ever, over 50% of our students ﬁnished with medals, which
are awarded for the top 3 scores in each event and overall.
RZJHS earned 34 medals total! To put this in perspec ve, last
year, 14 students ﬁnished with medals and the team earned 33
medals overall. The fact that our team once again earned
more medals than our number of par cipa ng students is an
outstanding result. Super team advisor Mr. Jim Baumstark

Monday, February 4
C - Special Schedule
Tuesday, February 5
A - Extended Teﬁllah

reports, "Although this sta s c is not tracked at the
compe on, there is no doubt in my mind that our school led
all schools in medals earned per team member. It is in most
respects our best performance in the six years we have been
par cipa ng in DECA."
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Mr. Baumstark adds, "I also want to give special recogni on to
the DECA girls who competed this year. We had 15 girls on our
team, a 50% increase from last year's record par cipa on. The
performance of these young women was a key part of our
success on Friday!"
Eight students ﬁnished with overall medals in their event:
Rikki Drexler (gold)
Jake Geiringer (gold)
Ethan Harris (gold)
Daniel Taitz (gold)
Maya Resnick (silver)
Koby Rosen (silver)
Sarah Erlichman (bronze)
Maytal Meisler (bronze)
Six students placed fourth, including Ariana Handelman, Janie
Levitan, Jason Ross, Seth Sugar, Micah Swatez, and Carly
Winick. The following 18 students earned one or
more medals in individual compe ons:
Ethan Harris (gold, gold, silver)
Maytal Meisler
Rikki Drexler (gold, silver)
(silver, bronze, bronze)
Sarah Erlichman (gold, silver)
Janie Levitan (silver)
Daniel Taitz (gold, silver)
Maya Resnick (silver)
Jake Geiringer (gold, bronze)
Dina Barrish (bronze)
Joseph Eisenberg (gold)
Ben Lesch (bronze)
Sammy Korol (gold)
Jason Ross (bronze)

March 9
Parent Night
March 11
No School
March 21
Purim

Jesse Levitas (gold)
Koby Rosen (gold)
Seth Sugar (gold)

Micah Swatez
(bronze)
Ruth Tsesis (bronze)

Other noteworthy team members included Arielle Bledsoe,
Noam Efergan, Eli Gurin, Rachel Gurin, Isaac Levitan, Aria
Meisler, Maton Mlotek, Yonit Mlotek, Eitan Noy, Mhark Rooz,
Jonah Singman, Avital Strauss, Noah Willis, and Betsy Winick.

March 24
Spring Musical Performance

Holy Moley!
The Moles Are Back in Chemistry!

Mr. Mike Reimer reports, "On display in the Library are Moles that are mole culously made by Mr.
Reimole’s Honors Chemistry students. Please take a molement to vote for your two favorite moles.
As you recall, the chemist’s mole is not something located on the skin, nor in the ground, but a
chemist’s coun ng unit which allows us to take extremely smole par cles, such as atoms or moleecules, and bring them up to a level that we may measure in the lab. So, enjoy all the amolezing
moles and have molevelous day!"

Alumni Trivia
Remember those old adver sements for CJHS—"Chemistry With a Jewish Element," "Physics With
a Jewish Spark"? Where are the CJHS science poster children now?

Be Sure to Complete Your Survey!
On Wednesday our parents and alumni received an email with a link to an important survey we
are conduc ng as part of our periodic self-study process in partnership with our accredi ng
organiza on (ISACS). Your feedback about our school is important to us! Please be sure to

complete this survey, which will take approximately ten minutes. Current students will have the
opportunity to par cipate in this survey during one of their classes in the coming week.

Save the Date

click to RSVP

Spread the word about Curriculum Night for incoming freshmen. Join other families to learn more
about Rochelle Zell Jewish High School’s freshman curriculum, coursework and schedule. Meet
department chairs, Rochelle Zell Administra on and current families. Ques ons? Contact Riv Lynch
at 847.324.3706

Alumni Trivia—Mazal Tov
Mazal tov to CJHS science poster girl Aliza Stein Zivic (CJHS '07) and
her husband Aaron on the birth of their ﬁrst daughter Maya at the
end of last week! Mother and baby made it home before the ar c
temperatures kicked in and are doing ﬁne. Aliza is a graduate
student in learning sciences at Northwestern University a er
working for several years at Lawrence Livermore Na onal Lab and
the Ins tute for Defense Analyses in Washington D.C.; she and her husband live in Lakeview.

Our graduates go far! Dr. Ari Frankel (CJHS '08), the other science poster boy, is now a computer
scien st at Sandia Na onal Laboratories, having ﬁnished his Ph.D. at Stanford and his work at the
Defense Nuclear Facili es Safety Board in Washington D.C.

A Taste of Israel

Welcome back to our senior class from Israel! Over the next few weeks, we will get to enjoy some
of the students' reﬂec ons on their trip. Senior Ethan Harris writes:
The trip was not one of simple experience—it was not touring the country from the
safety of a bus, driving through the country and stopping only momentarily to take
pictures next to famous sights. It was not buying the cliché IDF sweatshirt or “bullet
on a chain” necklace. It certainly was not visi ng for the sake of visi ng, going
halfway across the world only to post pictures of our escapades to social media. No,
this trip was much more than a simple experience; it was an encounter of I-You. We
encountered Israel, giving ourselves completely in total vulnerability, and allowing
the land to do the same. READ MORE>>

A Taste of Torah

Rabbi Pete Stein is exploring the revela on through art, from the burning bush through Sinai and
beyond. He writes, "This piece is based on a teaching we learned in sophomore Bible by R. Na ali
Tzvi Horowitz of Ropshitz (d. 1827) in the name of his teacher R. Menachem Mendel of Rymanov
(d. 1815) that it is possible that the only thing the Israelites heard directly from God on Mt. Sinai

was the le er aleph at the beginning of the ﬁrst word of the Ten Commandments. Paradoxically,
the le er aleph, represented in this piece, is a silent le er, sugges ng that the power of the
revela on came not from the content of the revela on, but from the overwhelming experience of
encountering God." Of the Mt. Sinai triptych, he writes, "In this series on Revela on, the
orange/red combina on reﬂects the revelatory element of the piece. In the previous two pieces, it
was God in the Burning Bush or the le er aleph from the beginning of the Ten Commandments.
Here, the color shows up at the top of the mountain, where God has come down to reveal the
Torah. But it is also at the bo om of the mountain where the people are, speaking to the role that
we play in the ongoing unfolding and revela on of Torah." The artwork series is done in melted
wax on a wooden board.
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