Mustang Messenger
December
2018

R.I.D.E.THE
MUSTANG
Represent Mustang Spirit By…
Interacting Respectfully...
Demonstrating Responsibility…
Ensuring Safety...

The mission of Florida Mesa Elementary: an innovative learning community, committed to integrity and educational
rigor, to inspire, and develop compassionate, open-minded inquirers, who actively contribute to a better world, by
guaranteeing equitable opportunities in a safe, healthy and diverse environment.

Calendar of
Events

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
December 6, 2018

December
12/11
Board Meeting @ 5:00

12/19
PTO Meeting in
The lobby @ 8:00

12/24 - 1/4
NO SCHOOL
Winter Break

Dear Florida Mesa families,
As we embrace the holiday season, we recognize that our school year is quickly approaching the mid-way
point! With tremendous effort from students, families, and staff Florida Mesa, we have much to be thankful
for, much to celebrate, and much to look forward to in the upcoming weeks.
School Improvement Plan: For the 2018-19 school year, we have three major improvement strategies in
place. They are as follows:
1. Focus on instructional techniques: Students and teacher s actively discuss lear ning targets and
make plans to address the content and process necessary to achieve competency. Teachers
intentionally plan lessons and units to include opportunities for re-teaching and reassessment,
especially for complex concepts that typically challenge students. Students and teachers reflect on
learning progress as well as their learning processes, and display flexibility in adjusting learning
experiences to meet student needs. Teachers regularly observe and reflect together on student
learning and engage in on-going cycle of planning, instruction, assessment, and analysis to improve
teaching and learning.
2. Ensure interventions and supports: Ther e is a shar ed under standing in the school that for the
majority of students, interventions are most successful when integrated in core classroom learning.
Teachers plan for re-teaching opportunities in their instruction. For smaller percentages of students,
small group and individual intervention support is scheduled into the school day. Students are
flexibly included and released from intervention, based on learning progress. Data is used to match
students’ academic and social/emotional/behavior needs to interventions and supports. The school
schedules acceleration/enrichment opportunities into the school day, and all students have access to
deeper learning options.
3. Utilize descriptive feedback: Teacher s and students utilize descr iptive feedback pr actices to
focus on learning and growth. Students are experienced in self- and peer-assessment and can
describe expected learning goals, their current achievement, and the steps they can take to move
closer to expectations.
The staff is working diligently to address each of these key areas. As we visit classrooms, we see students
who are creative and engaged in critical thinking! YAHOOO!
Academic Benchmarks: The middle of the school year is an impor tant time for educator s to
determine students’ academic levels, so that we can make decisions about how we can support our learners
for the remainder of the school year. In the upcoming weeks, students will engage in the i-Ready
mathematics and reading diagnostic. Additionally, grade levels will participate in a writing benchmark.
Warm Clothing: As we move to the winter months, please r emember we spend each mor ning as well
as daily recesses outside. Please dress your child accordingly. We also have a great deal of lost and found
items including winter coats, hats, and gloves. Please remind your children to gather their items and use
them during our recesses.
Thank you for allowing us to work with your children at Florida Mesa. The staff is dedicated to the
academic, social, and emotional success of each student, and we appreciate your critical role in our school
community. During this busy, and often, stressful time of the year, remember to take the time to relax with
your loved ones and celebrate the wonderful accomplishments of your children.
Warmly,
Vanessa Giddings, Principal
Shannon Morris, Assistant Principal

Lending Library
Do you need a good book to read to your child?
Does your child need an interesting book to read
on their own?
Come to the Lending Library, located between
the cafeteria and art room, to borrow books.
Keep them for as long as you like and return
them when you are done!
Have books that your children have outgrown?
Please feel free to donate them to our Lending
Library by placing them in the green bin.
Generous donations are how we have stocked
our shelves with quality literacy.

Our 5th Annual Turkey Drive was a HUGE
success!! Thank you for all of your
wonderful donations!!
Our Next PTO meeting will be on Wednesday, Jan
16th from 8:00-9:00! Please join us in the lobby!
Come find out how you can best support our
school!! Please find the minutes from our PTO
meetings on our website @
floridamesa.durangoschools.org!
Want to send your student a special message? For $5
you can have your message put on the marquee that
stands at the end of our soccer field. Please look on the
information table by the front office for a pink slip for
your message. The money goes to our PTO, who will
put it towards the shade structure on our playground.

We are the home of the Mustangs! As Mustangs we:
Represent Mustang Spirit by...Interacting
Respectfully...Demonstrating Responsibility...Ensuring Safety
Here are some of the expectations our students follow each day!
Playground Expectations:
Ensuring Safety: Stay in designated ar eas. Keep hands and feet to self. What is on the gr ound stays on the
ground. Use equipment properly. Report unsafe behaviors.
Interact Respectfully: Tr eat other s the way you want to be tr eated. Take tur ns. Include other s. Shar e with
peers. Use kind words. Listen and follow directions of the adult on duty.
Demonstrate Responsibility: Follow the r ules of the game. Retur n any equipment you use. Use pr oblem
solving skills. Dress appropriately for the weather.

Bus Expectations:
Ensuring Safety: Sit in designated seat or ar ea. Keep the aisle clear . Keep your hands and feet to self and in
bus.
Interact Respectfully: Listen to and follow the bus dr iver s dir ections. Use a quiet speaking voice. Tr eat other s
the way you want to be treated.
Demonstrate Responsibility: Take all your belongings with you when you exit the bus. Follow the bus dr iver s’
directions and expectations. Leave others’ belongings alone.

Hello our wonderful Florida Mesa Families!
We have families here at school that need our help in making there holidays bright. If
you would like to help, please take a shopping list from our “blessings box” with you to
the store (or leave cash with us to do the shopping) and bring your items by December
18th. We will then distribute the items to our Florida Mesa Families. Thank you for
always making these events so successful! We wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
-FME P.T.O.

Shopping List







One Ham
Bag of Potatoes
Large Can of Green Beans
Dessert
Dinner Rolls

Thank you for opening your hear t to people in
need this Holiday Season.

To boldly go
where no reader
has gone before!!
WHERE HAVE YOU LANDED???
The
international

Space Station
Landon Lloyd
Adelaine Ramos
Liam Reed
Monte Brubaker
Laura Hersch
The Milky
Guillermo Martinez
WAY Galaxy Lucy Larsen
Marybelle McClanahan Tyler Peterson
Miracle Baez
Nolan Roper
Makenna Tso
Declan Goupil
Lincoln Lee
Kynlee Hadden
Vera Jennewein
Lydia Orlowski
Makenna Lancaster
Lucas Knauff
Yuna Harris
Rian Kosea Sandoval Sebastian Matava
Myles Aste
Brentley Vogel
Charley Nixon
Clio Bendell
Logan Wagner
Elijah Nwabuonwu
Travis Peterson
Alexis Drover
Gavin O’Dwyer
Isadora Brubaker
Jaryn Moore
Nora Scheid
Shylene Drumm
Diamonique Zamario Gracie Taulli
Lauren Harwood
David Woytek
Nico Albo
Lydia Blake
Will Jefferies
Cruz Bickel
Carter Lopez
AJ Putnam
Elizabeth Montoya
Micah Orlowski
Nalen Sanz
Abel Redman
Gus Schreiber
Brooke Schtakleff
Evelyn Vargas
Roland Waltz
Giovanni SosaRamirez
Sophia Luzar
Sanaya Albo
Jack Womack
Ryler Moore
Ben Mertes-Yeager
Luke Nichols
Natalia Purkapile
Lawson Reeves
Ana Romero Gallegos Hope Lind
Hazel Bankhead
Ben Lively
Harlee Spencer
Rush Mortimer
Domanick Martin
Cambria Wheelock
Wesley Schaefer
Shane Sanderson
Damian Blackwell
William Shawcroft-Majeski Jace Alexander
Everett Horn
Swift Webber
Daniel Lucht
Amelia Minser
Xander Zambrano
Riley Magee
Kylie Orris
Angelina Hernandez
Kaylee Shupe
Grace Howell
Yanira Rodriguez
Evan McKeon
Layla Miller-Landrus
Stryker Webber
Nevaeha Albo
Braeden Brown
Brea Drover
Timber Zink
Max Magee
Sophia Eskew
Airyella Richardson
Brandon Mietchen
Andrew Hoffman
Daniel Miectchen
Amaya Winn
Coralee Holmes
Antonio Martinez
Mrs. Armstrong
Owen Larsen
Max Schtakleff
Ms. Murphy
Emmett Sorenson
Austin O’Dwyer
Alyssa Brizzee
John Woytek
Walker Cathcart
Alicia Archuleta
Cole Perkins
Sapphire Bencomo
CJ Long
Gianna Massaro
Ella Neutelings
Finley Standridge
Layla Ashburn
Lily Bryan
Amy Day

The MOON
Graham Wendland
Marion Collignon
Ellie Petersen
Vance Southerland

The
Constellations
McKennon Ingle
River Garlington
Mrs. Bard

The Planets
Audrey Ingle

Meteors and
asteroids
Kai Harris
Mrs. Jeter

Keep Reading
to the places
of the
unknown!!

Our students have a snack
everyday. Please help them have
a successful day by providing
them with a yummy, healthy
snack to keep their brains and
bodies strong.

The Mitten Tree

Give the gift of warmth!
This holiday season help us
decorate with warm mittens,
gloves, hats, scarves and socks.

Please place items on our
Mitten Tree located in the
lobby!

During the week of
Dec 17th-21st bring a
can of food & wear a
hat for the day!!
Orchestra Winter Concert
Please join our Orchestra at
Riverview for a combined
Winter Concert on
Thursday, December 20th
@ 6:00 pm.

