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Students Become Teachers
For most students, graduation is the last time they will
ever set foot in their high school. This isn't the case at
Greater New York Academy.

Mr. Morales teaches Earth Science.

Faculty and staff keep in touch with students well after
graduation. As you walk the halls, it is very common to
see former students visiting to share their successes, to
seek spiritual guidance, and to simply just return to the
place they call home. A strong alumni presence is an
integral part of the school’s social culture, it is
ingrained in our Academy. It is no surprise then, that six
of the twelve faculty members are alumni.

A.It is quite unusual that fifty percent of the faculty
members, some not too long ago, were sitting in the
same seats as our students. There is a bold statement
being made to show that these alumni want to return
to the Academy to teach others. I see it as a sincere
sacrifice for us to shape the lives of young people as
other teachers have shaped ours. .

To kick off this school year, we interviewed our oldest
faculty alumnus, Mr. Walter Szoboszlai (class of 1994),
and our newest alumni, Mr. Armando Morales (class of
2013) and Ms. Esther Greeman (class of 2014).
Mr. Szoboszlai teaches Physical Education
Q. Mr. S., this year, you are not only the Physical
Education teacher, but you
now serve as the Academy’s
Assistant Principal. When you
first started working here, did
you ever think you would
become an administrator?
A. I never thought about being
an administrator. I answered
the call because I view this
opportunity as a learning
experience. Serving as assistant
principal
allows
me
to
experience another aspect of education.
Q. What were your goals when you first started your
career? What are they now?
A.One of my goals for the Academy was to bring back
the sports program. A few years ago, we had a
volleyball league and a basketball league. I anticipate
the return of those programs and I look forward to
implementing an intramural league. On a larger scale,
my dream is to be the premier sports program for our
schools by hosting sports clinics (basketball and
volleyball)

Q. How do you feel being one of six alumni teachers?

Q. What are your long term plans?
A. My hope is that all of my Earth Science students
score a 90% or above on the Regents. By God’s grace, I
will attend Loma Linda in the fall of 2019, where I will
continue my journey to become an Orthopedic Surgeon.
Ms. Greeman teaches Living Environment / Chemistry.
Q. What made you return
to your alma mater as a
teacher?
A. I attended Greater New
York Academy’s June 2018
commencement program.
While I was there, I had a
brief conversation with my
former science teacher, Mr.
Patterson. He mentioned to
me that there was currently
an opening for a chemistry
teacher for the 2018-2019
school year and I jumped at
the opportunity to serve my alma mater.
Q. How do you enjoy teaching thus far?

A.Although I have just started, I do enjoy encouraging
students and helping them understand science. It is
interesting to be on the other side of the teacher’s desk!
Q. What are your long term plans?
A.I plan on going to medical school and becoming a
doctor, specifically an anesthesiologist. This has been
my dream and I am happy to be so much closer to
fulfilling it.
-By: Danielle Henry & Chelsea Antoine
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Where Are They Now?
Tonicia Young, graduate of the class of 2018, is currently a
first year Biology, Pre-Med student at Andrews University.
“My time at Greater New York
Academy prepared me to handle the
academic, spiritual, and social
aspects of college. If one were to
walk around a typical college campus,
they would see swarms of students
either running to get to class, rushing
to print out a paper, or walking like
zombies because they had two hours
of sleep the previous night. I could easily fit into one of those
categories, but thankfully, my teachers at Greater New York
Academy taught me how to manage my time. In my Study
Skills class, I made a schedule and tracked my sleeping
patterns to determine how I can use my time efficiently. The
topic of time management even extended to my English,
Math, Science, Physical Education and Religion classes in
which my teachers reminded me to set aside time for my
personal devotion. My teachers also stressed the importance
of comprehension. When doing Geometry proofs and
memorizing the Krebs cycle, I was instructed to learn the
answer to the “why” as well as the “how”. When reading the
Bible in religion class or Shakespeare in English class, my
teachers reminded me to take into consideration the time
period in which the text was written to better understand
the author’s purpose. This has allowed me to write essays
with ease and have less anxiety on tests. Every class opened
with devotion to show that, in all things, I should put God
first. Chapel on Monday and Thursday has helped my peers
and I grow in Christ. As a college student, God plays a central
role in my life. With God and with the instruction from my
teachers at Greater New York Academy, I am able to survive
life as a college student. Thank you Greater New York
Academy.
Andrews University First Year Students
GNYA Class of 2018

Praise Him With...
Stringed Instruments
At the Academy, our students
are blessed with many gifts and
talents. Two years ago, our
student pianist left for college.
Seeing that there was a void to
fill, Nathaniel Fredrick, class of
2020, answered the call.
Nathaniel has been successfully
playing piano since he was seven
years old and he welcomes
every opportunity to evolve and
grow as a musician.
He enjoys accompanying the praise team and enhancing the
chapel worship services as he tinkles the ivory.

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us. (Romans 12:6)

Wind Instruments
Carlos Rosario, class of 2020, praises
God with the flute, which he has been
playing for 10 years.
Carlos is always willing to minister,
even at a moments notice, he never
turns down an opportunity to be used
by God. “God blessed me with this
gift,” Carlos says, “so I must use it to
spread His word.” Carlos also plays the
piano and the saxophone.
Principal Patterson perceives Carlos as
a prodigy who is a “passionate perfectionist.”
-By: Malik Toussaint

Juriel Boyce- Animal Science, Pre- Veterinarian Medicine
Elijah Davis- Undecided
Stanley Desir– Political Science
Barrington Malvo- Computer Science
Cristen Williams- Political Science/Pre-Law/English minor
-By: Tonicia Young

3

FUN FRESH FACTS!!!
We are happy to announce that Greater New York
Academy has welcomed 32 new freshmen to our
family. Here are some fun facts about the class 2022.
On Thursday, September 13, 2018, the freshmen
students showcased their talents in our annual “New
Student Talent Showcase”. Math Instructor, Mrs. Molly
McAlpine, could not help but congratulate the
freshman class. She states, “This is what Christian
Education is all about, using your talents to glorify God.
Although they are new to the school, the freshmen
young men and women did not hesitate to showcase
their talents. True excellence comes from leadership.”

GEL– Godliness, Excellence, & Leadership

To give you a taste of what our new students have to
offer, here is a snapshot of the talents in the freshman
class.









Jaden Pilgrim can speak like Donald Duck.
Jelan Patterson is an expert video gamer.
Constantine Hudson is the “best” basketball player
in the academy.
Daniela Charles, Rachel Hernandez, Renae Archie,
and Lauren Turner formed the freshman quartet.
Jucilea Boyce is a gymnast.
Jeff Valestil is a pianist.
Alina Ali is a singer.
Rachel Vasquez and Emily Paredes are violist.

Alina Ali— Singing at the new student
talent showcase

Jaden Pilgrim –Class of 2022
Jelan Patterson— Class of 2022

Jucilea Boyce assisted by Naja Rodriguez

By: Jada White & Nora White
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