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Superintendent’s Reflections
Last Sunday I was blessed by a beautiful service at our church. The song worship was incredible, and I was
feeling happy. An older lady in the church approached me and said that she hated how loud the music was
and that she was happy that our worship leader was leaving to minister down in Ohio. I felt my joy diminish.
This got me thinking about people who are cynical and negative. I recalled recent conversations I have had
with this lady and quickly realized that all of our conversations have been negative. I was sharing my
excitement of having my grandchildren close by, and she said that she was happy hers were in Ohio so she
didn’t have to put up with their noise and mess very often.
Marty and I began to talk about how difficult it must be to live day to day without
joy. We wondered about the amount of energy she must use to find something bad
about every situation and most importantly, what had gotten her to that point.
When I was growing up, I remember parents of a couple of my friends being loud
and crabby every time we were around them. I remember them yelling at their
children in front of all of us and thinking about how lucky I was to have my parents.
I still speak with these friends and in spite of growing up in what I think was a very
negative and debilitating environment, they raised their kids in love and kindness.
A study published in the journal Neurology linked high levels of cynicism later in life to an elevated risk of
dementia compared to those who were positive and trusting, even after accounting for other risk factors such
as age, sex, certain heart health markers, smoking status, and more.
This way of thinking may also hurt your heart. A 2009 study of nearly 100,000 women found that the most
cynical participants were more likely to have heart disease than the least cynical ones. The more pessimistic
women also had a higher chance of dying over the study period versus those who were more optimistic about
humanity.
I have been trying to think about how I might work with the lady at church to help her see the bright side of
things. I want her life to be happy and joy-filled, and I hope that she lives a long and healthy life. I challenge
each of you to make the same effort for anyone that you know who tends to lean toward the negative.
Have a blessed weekend!
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Eve Kaltz, Superintendent

Recently there was a study to determine the level of funding schools
would need to meet the state of Michigan’s Standards and Requirements
in Education. This study was funded with the help of the Kellogg, Mott,
and Skillman Foundations along with 22 intermediate school districts and
nonprofit organizations statewide. The study brought the nation’s top two
school funding research firms together to develop the report and had the
input of nearly 300 educators around the state.
The research took into account school size, poverty levels, ELL (English language learners) percentages,
special education percentages, and different levels of education (elementary and secondary). The
collaborative group then determined resources needed to accomplish the goals determined by the state
including ideal class sizes; significant time for teacher planning, collaboration, and professional
development; high level of student support (counselors, social workers, psychologists and behavior
interventionists); and significant administrative support. Other important factors were programs outside
the traditional day, one-to-one technology, career exploration staff, and preschool for all three- and fouryear-olds.
The study team’s recommendations were based on the evidence of evaluating several school districts that
have been successful in meeting the required standards:
 The base cost to educate a student is $9,590.
 $.35 additional for every dollar for all students in poverty (which equates to $3,356 additional
per student in poverty).
 Between $.35 and $.70 for every dollar (between $3,556 and $6,713 additional per student) for
ELL population based on the WIDA score (a test determining deficits on the English Language
for foreign born students).
 $.70 additional for every dollar for mild special education, $1.15 additional for every dollar for
moderate special education, and a full state funding for severe special education student.
 Funding levels of $14,155 per preschool student.
 Retirement costs should be reimbursed, lowering the percentage to 4.6%.
Even though our school district’s foundation allowance is near the base cost, there are many factors within
the district that show we are far below what is needed to provide programs to all students. The district in
this model would receive additional resources for students in poverty, which is over 70% (based on free
and reduced lunch percentages). Center Line has an increasing ELL percentage and a special education
percentage of over 10%, which would ensure a very large influx of money into the district and allow us to
provide even more resources than we do now. Ten years ago our district received over $400 per student
more, which equates to over $1 million. It is time for Michigan to get serious about our next generation
and fund our schools properly. This study has shown what is required and will hopefully bring about a
positive position change for funding Michigan schools. More information for this can be found at
www.fundmischools.org.
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The mission of
Center Line Public
Schools is to provide
all students relevant
and challenging
learning experiences to
inspire success and
empower them to be
leaders of tomorrow.

In the District
Turnaround Breakfast
Every year our district recognizes several students that have made a "turn around."
This change can be social, emotional, academic, or all of the above. Yesterday we
celebrated over a dozen students who were nominated by staff for the positive
changes they have undergone this year. Many congratulations to these individuals,
and keep up the good work!














Fahmidah, Aniqah (Crothers) - nominated by Elizabeth Perlaki
Ryleigh Chrouch (Crothers) - nominated by Nathan Landowski & Kevin Wickersham
Rylan Long (Peck) - nominated by Tom Karam
Lindita Fetahu (Roose) - nominated by Dori Babcock
Mackenzie Allison (Roose) - nominated by Dori Babcock
Muneeb Sheikh (Wolfe) - nominated by Jennifer DeSmet
Astaiwar Mukhi (Wolfe) - nominated by Autumn Pabst
Braxton Felt (Wolfe) - nominated by John Grob/Cassandra Conaton
Mark Hutcherson (Wolfe) - nominated by Kimberly Smale
Keyionna Brown (Academy 21) - nominated by Jennifer Wickersham
Haylea Warwick (Academy 21) - nominated by Robert Resio
Jalen Smith (CLHS) - nominated by Glenda LaBruyere, Lori Sutcliffe, Iman Jaradi, Paulette Nantais
Brianna Freeman (CLHS) - nominated by Linda Ruprich
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In the Academies, we talk about our business partners frequently. Yet,
for many students, those connections are small, but growing. It would be
great if our partners could work with us to provide the best they can offer.
Let’s start with a simple scenario: Early in the school day, your child
doesn’t feel well. Breakfast is…rumbling. The teacher calls the office, the
office calls you, and you need to leave work to ensure your child isn’t
seriously ill. You go to urgent care to discover that it really was nothing more than indigestion. Back to
school, back to work, or perhaps the whole day is disrupted. All you needed to know was if there were
something seriously wrong with your child.
Wouldn’t it be great if there was a private medical clinic RIGHT THERE in the school with a medical staff who
could do a preliminary exam on your child? They could find out if you need to come in, or if your child is fine
to go back to class. Wouldn’t it be even better if this same clinic could do vaccinations, sports physicals, eye
exams, provide mental health services, dispense medications, and a host of other medical services?
Wouldn’t it be even better if those services were free?
We are working on just that.
In partnership with St. John’s Providence/Ascension Health, CLPS is endeavoring to convert a classroom at
Center Line High School into such a clinic. Services would be available to all students in the district and their
siblings from 7:30am to 4:00 pm every day, year round. The cost for all parents—regardless of their
insurance situation—would be zero. Zip. Zilch. Nada. Nothing. Free. That’s right—if you have insurance or
if you have no insurance, the cost to you is nothing. The clinic would bill the insurance company for those
who have insurance, but there is no deductible or cost passed on to the patient or family.
We are still a year or so away from this, but the wheels are in motion, and St. John’s is leading the way.
Our partners are amazing.

Outstanding Alumnus: Dan Trotta
Dan Trotta, class of 1976, was nominated as an outstanding alumnus by Terry
Follbaum. Dan began his career with Plante Moran in 1984 and was recently
named CFO and lead partner with the internal accounting team, responsible for
the leadership and the operations of the accounting and finance department, and
the stewardship of all the partners’ assets. He and his best friend/wife Roseann
have three children, Jennifer—who works at the firm on the cybersecurity team—
Kevin, a fourth grade elementary teacher, and Maria, a junior at MSU.
Dan stated, “Overall I had truly outstanding teachers at Center Line Public
Schools and CLHS with Terry Follbaum being simply the best and my
mentor. For such a small district, I felt I received a best in class education and
have used it well I think. My dad lived on Helen Street and just recently passed at 92.5 years. It is great
area!” Other staff he recalls fondly include Mrs. Roddis, Ms. Turner, Mr. Doran, Ms. Snoddy, Mr. Cronin, Mr.
Colling, Mr. Kraus, Mr. Chinni, Mr. Nanni, Mr. Agrusso, Mr. Napoleon, Mr. Maxim, Mr. Workens, Mr. Strunad,
Mrs. Bonucchi, Mr. Joe Doran, and Ms. Ott.
Congratulations, Dan, on your latest accomplishment. We are proud to call you an alum!
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CLHS Happenings
Rappel Action
Center Line firefighters were giving a hand to help students learn to self-rescue
from a rooftop. Several students rappelled down the outside wall of the K-Hall
gym. First up was Owen Wasil followed shortly by Veronica Pugliese. Great
efforts were made by all!

CLHS Moms’ & Dads’ Club News
On May 9, 2018, the Moms’ & Dads’ Club held its final meeting of the 2017-18 school year.
Recapping yet another successful year, the club made purchases of approximately $24,000 for
the school. These purchases included a water reel for the football field; donations to the
Firefighter Elementary Outreach Program, the CLHS Bowling Team, and the Community
Outreach Adopt-a-Family program; Dr. Dish for the basketball program; duffle bags for the girls’
basketball team, brass instruments for the CLHS band; breakfast food for Teachers’
Appreciation Day; and four $500 scholarships to students of our members. In the past 17 years, we have made
purchases for the school totaling approximately $250,000.
For those of you who are not familiar with the Moms’ & Dads’ Club, we are a volunteer-based club that has been in
existence for over 40 years made up of parents, coaches, alumni, administration, and staff who are committed to
helping the students of CLPS. Funding is provided by running concessions and 50/50 raffles for sports, JROTC, and
robotics events, and hosting fundraisers that allow us to provide financial assistance to a variety of academic, art, and
athletic programs within the district.
By joining the Moms’ & Dads’ Club ($5 per year) and volunteering your time, you are supporting all our students and
making a positive difference in their lives. In addition, members who have fulfilled specific requirements are eligible for a
Home Sports Pass (gets you and one guest into home games for free) and a $500 scholarship for your graduating
senior.
However, none of this can be accomplished without YOUR help. Our first meeting of the 2018-19 school year will be
held at Memorial Field on Wednesday, August 1, 2018. This is our annual picnic meeting where we welcome new
members to the club. Please continue to check your emails for further information. If you are not on our mailing list
(you do not have to be a member) and would like to receive notices to events happening throughout the school, please
send your name and email address to madclub@clps.org.
We look forward to seeing many new faces at our picnic meeting. In the meantime, I would like to leave you with a
couple of quotes that best describe what our club is all about:
 Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.
 The heart of a volunteer is not measured in size, but by the depth of the commitment to make a difference in

the lives of others.

If you have any questions regarding the club, feel free to contact me at (586) 457-5982. Have a safe and happy
summer!
Paula Kaip, President
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What’s Up at Wolfe

Taste of CLHS
Eighth grade Wolfe students spent Thursday morning
getting a preview of the high school experience. They
were given a tour of the High School, and then had a
question and answer session with current 9th graders.
Students learned about the classes, extracurricular
activities, and high school expectations.

Doing the Right Thing
Sixth grader Travis Abercrombie holds a "thank you" note and candy treat from
custodian, Ms. Andi. One day after school, Travis noticed that his schoolmates had left
B-Hall an utter mess with papers and debris littering the hallway. Travis took it upon
himself to pick up every piece of trash. Ms. Andi wanted to let Travis know how much
his efforts are appreciated! Way to go, Travis - All Day, Warrior Way!

Seventh grader Johnny
Fox taught his social
studies teacher, Mr.
Martin, how to play chess
during Mrs. De Smet's M
-Step Effort Recognition/
Reward Game Day.

Eighth graders Dakota
Snyder, Cassidy Smiley,
and Lauren Padilla enjoyed
the 2018 WMS Dress-Up
Dance with Mrs. De Smet's
daughter, Lila.

Spelling Contests
This week, WMS held its grade-level spelling bees. The
following winners will compete for the title of 2018
Wolfe Middle School Spelling Bee Champion:
 Sixth grade: Que Juan Hale
 Seventh Grade: James Carter
 Eighth Grade: Christian Sabornido
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Roose Roundup
A Grizzly Tour
Roose's Leaders in Training initiative gives students
the opportunity to attend field trips to local colleges
and universities. Last week, Mrs. Babcock and the 4th
grade classes visited Oakland University where we got
to meet Grizz, learn about the university, and take a
walking tour of the campus.

Tea Time!

ECC Notes

ECSE students in Mrs. Malaski and Ms. Schyler's class celebrated Mother's Day with an annual Mother's
Day Tea. We invited moms and grandmas in for a fun-filled event. First, we made yummy Monkey Bread,
cutting biscuits in quarters and rolling them in cinnamon sugar. While our delicious treats were baking,
we created our own sensory bottle to take home. Then things got messy...we made individual batches of
foamy slime! It was so much fun mixing and stretching the slime. Waiting for our bread to cool, we
entertained our moms and grandmas by singng Love Grows and Skidamarinkadoo! Everyone had a
wonderful time!

Working and Celebrating Together
ECC staff hosted Fitzgerald and Van Dyke ECC staff in a professional development on Conscious Discipline
followed by a staff appreciation luncheon.
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Upcoming Events
5/18/2018

Prom @ MacRay Harbor

6:00 PM

5/21/2018

Peck Kindergarten Open House
Board of Education Meeting @ Admin

5:30-6:30pm
7:00pm

5/22/2018

CLHS Band Concert

7:00pm

5/23/2018

Building a Strong Parent Organization @ Peck
CLHS Top Ten Dinner

3-4pm
6-9pm

5/24/2018

CLHS Choir Concert

7:00pm

5/28/2018

Memorial Day - No School

5/30/2018

Talent Show @ CLHS

7:00pm

6/4-6/2018

Free Sports Physicals @ CLHS

all day

6/7/2018

Commencement @ Bethesda Christian Church

7pm

6/7-10/2018

Center Line Independence Festival @ Memorial Park

The Week in Review is
published every Friday
during the school year.
Submissions are welcome
and encouraged; email
your pictures and news to
Sue Pauling at
paulings@clps.org by
Thursday noon to
guarantee
inclusion in that
week’s edition.

