REGIONAL NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2018

Volume 10: Issue 2			

A MESSAGE FROM THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Ms. Kate Brandley, kbrandley@sjp2ca.org

Dear Parents,

our church. We will remember that
all life is precious in our religious
The school year is off to a great start.
and service activities and classroom
Students and teachers are excited to
teachings. The quote of Saint John
be back and there is a tangible joy and Paul II reminds us that we are all
life in our buildings! God’s spirit is alive precious in the eyes of God. We must
in the eyes and hearts of our children.
remember that we are loved by God
thus we must love and understand
In light of the unrest in our country,
others. We are called to love
we have decided to keep the theme
everyone. We can make a difference!!
Peace and Unity. Each day, our students “The deepest element of God’s
pray the following prayer. Each day,
commandment to protect human life is
we teach our children to be strong and the requirement to show reverence and
loving leaders but also peaceful and
love for every person and the life of
unifying Christians. This is evident each every person.” - Saint John Paul II.
day by the joy, caring and kind actions
of our faculty, staff and students. You
As I mentioned in our last newsletter,
are part of our Academy family and the the Academy had a very successful
more that we pray, the more the world
year of MAP standardized testing!
changes so please pray with us at home Nationally, over 80 % of our students’
or at work.
mean scores beat the National Mean
in Reading and Language. We showed
This month, Catholic schools recognize great growth in our mathematics but
that October is respect life month in
only half of our students beat the
national mean in mathematics. We
have hired a math coach to work with
Loving Savior, you send me
teachers and will be evaluating our
out to restore peace: with my
curriculum this year. Currently, grades
family, with my friends, and with
1-8 students are finishing up their first
my classmates. And with your
standardized testing benchmark. This
September MAP testing will be our
guidance, I will know how to be a
baseline for future testing. We are
peacemaker. I can be courageous
excited to delve into the data and grow

when it comes to reconciling with
others. Please give me your gift
of peace and may we all be united
in you as we seek a better world.
AMEN

as teachers to continue to challenge
and educate each child.
For the second year in a row, over 90%
of our K1 students tested ready for
Kindergarten and over 88% of our K2
students tested ready for grade 1. Our
early childhood teachers are delving
into their own data and working with
their mentors to continue to grow and
give our little ones a head start with
reading, numbers and social skills. We
have a few openings in our excellent
early childhood program! The Academy
is alive and thriving.
May God continue to bless you
and your family. Thank you for your
continued love and support of our
schools.
Kate Brandley
Regional Director
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FLEXIBLE SEATING - WHAT’S THAT?

DATES TO REMEMBER!

Flexible seating gives the students a choice to move around
There will be no school on
the room and sit in a way that is comfortable to them. At the
Monday, October 8th
Columbia Campus, students may choose to sit on a pillow,
in observance of Columbus Day.
bouncy ball, or rug. Fifth grade students enjoy flexible seating
while completing independent work and group work. Many
The will be no school on
benefits come with flexible seating. There is an increase in
Friday, October 5th
comfort, collaboration, and responsibility. Students become more
for Professional Development Day.
responsible for their work through flexible seating because they
are expected to complete assignments, even though they might
choose to sit with friends. It is also great for students with extra
energy because they are able to move around and sit on cushions
or chairs that they can bounce on. Each student has different
preferences in regards to being comfortable. Some students love
laying on the pillows and working with classmates, while others
enjoy sitting at their desk and working independently. We use
flexible seating with any assignment that allows for the flexibility.
The fifth grade has shown responsibility, built strong classroom
community, and have been courteous of others during flexible
seating assignments. We will continue to use flexible seating
to give students choices that will help them build personal
Above, Columbia Campus fifth grade students do their
strategies to reach their full potential in fifth grade!
work in flexible seating arrangements. Below, snapshots
from September at the Neponset Campus.

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT

Saint John Paul II Catholic Academy’s annual High
School information night will be held Thursday,
October 11th from 6:00 – 7:30 PM at the Lower
Mills Auditorium for all Middle School students.
This opportunity allows families to learn more about
Catholic and Independent High Schools. This is a great
time for students and families to speak to Admissions
representatives from over 20 schools. Parents can
also obtain applications, learn about financial aid, and
register their child for the High School Placement Test.

SCIENCE AND MATH IN NEPONSET

Eighth graders may be hard at work preparing for high school
but they are kind enough to take time out to mentor first graders
on their math assignments as 8th Grade Big Buddies at the
Neponset Campus.
Mrs. Costello’s Kindergarten Class at our Neponset campus
observed on their rain gauge that they received one inch of rain
during a recent night’s rain fall. They then went on to find a worm
for their worm farm. And in Pre-K, students made up a counting
game using inflatable dice and a pool! Roll the dice, count the
dots, do that many jumping jacks, hops, skips in the pool!
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Be sure to check www.sjp2ca.org and your campus
homepages for all the important information and
upcoming events at your campus!
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION!
Please remember to fill out the
Free and Reduced Lunch form and
the Title I/ERATE form and return
them to your campus office. These
forms are used to determine the
amount of funding the Academy
receives through certain grants
and programs. Thank you for
helping the Academy and
returning your forms!

PINWHEELS FOR PEACE

To commemorate the International Day of Peace on
September 21st, students from the Lower Mills Campus
planted pinwheels in front of the school for the community
to see. Since its inception, International Peace Day has
marked progress toward peace. It has grown to include
millions of people all over the world, taking part in events
to commemorate and celebrate this day.

A SILVER ROSE VISIT

Michael Hegarty and Jim McLaughlin of Dorchester
Council 107 Knights of Columbus shared the Our Lady
of Guadalupe Silver Rose Program with students at
the Lower Mills Campus. The Silver Rose, begun in 1960
by the Knights of Columbus’ Columbian Squires youth
organization, travels from Canada through the U.S. and
into Mexico, where it stops at the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on her December 12 feast day. The Silver Rose
was a dedication to St. Juan Diego and his meeting with
Our Lady and the Miracle of the Roses, when he went back
to the bishop and was told to tell him to build a church on
the site. The bishop was skeptical and told him to bring
a sign. The Blessed Mother told him to go to the top of
the mountain and pick roses. He put the roses in his tunic
and dropped it by the bishop and Our Lady’s image was
emblazoned on his cloak and is still visible today. The Silver
Rose program demonstrates the unity between Knights
of Columbus in Canada, the United States and Mexico,
through a series of prayer services promoting the dignity of
all human life and honoring Our Lady.

LOWER MILLS 5TH GRADE SCHOLARS

It may be September, however, we are off and running
into a busy school year! Ffth grade is changing the content
focus to prepare students for middle school. In Mrs.
Eaton’s Science class, students are extremely excited to
be participating in Invention Convention in Science. This
is a nationwide, established activity with in-depth lessons.
They have been brainstorming, watching Powerpoints, and
examining old inventions to spur our thinking. Mrs. Eaton
even brought in some old flip phones (and one even older
than that). Be ready for your students to interview you
for assistance in creating their invention or improving an
existing invention as part of STEAM this year.

Above, Lower Mills students participate in Pinwheels for
Peace. At right, students view the Silver Rose last month
at the Lower Mills Campus.
The Academy represents St. Ambrose,
St. Angela, St. Gregory, St. Ann,
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, St. Mark,
St. Peter, St. Matthew and Holy Family parishes.
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
FINE ARTS UPDATES

After School Music Classes are scheduled to begin at
each campus the week of October 15th. Please send in a
Registration Form and payment if you have not yet done
so. Classes being offered include:

DANCE – Students in Pre-K – Grade 8 will explore many
different styles of dance.

VIOLIN – Our strings program continues to grow.
Classes are offered to students in Pre-K – Grade 8.

KEYBOARD – Instruction offered to students in Grades

1 – 8 that introduce the child to fundamentals of keyboard
in small group classes.

GUITAR – A fun introduction to acoustic guitar for

students in Grades 2 – 8 as they work together to explore
different genres while chords and strumming styles are
developed.

INSTRUMENTS

Violins and guitars are available for purchase at $120.
Limited instruments are available for rent at $75 per year.
All instrument classes must meet the minimum requirement
of five students per class.

STRINGS ENSEMBLE

The Strings Ensemble takes place every Monday from
6:30 – 8PM at the Lower Mills Campus for all violin
students who have six months of experience. There is no
charge for this program.

ARTISTS OF THE MONTH

We are looking forward to our Artists of the
Month! Check back in the November newsletter
for the wonderful work of our incredibly talented
artists. All of the Artists of the Month artwork will
be displayed on our website.

A MESSAGE FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
Happy fall and we hope this new school year is off to a wonderful start! Please remember to
contact the business office with any questions or concerns regarding your tuition or payment plan.
FACTS PAYMENT PLAN:

All families in the Academy must be enrolled in the FACTS
payment plan. More information about the FACTS Payment
Plan application can be found on the home page at
www.sjp2ca.org. You may also access FACTS through
your ParentsWeb account. If you need to change the bank
information, make telephone payments or need access to
the payment plan account, please contact FACTS directly at
800-624-7092.

TUITION PAYMENTS:

If you are behind in tuition payments, you must contact
the Regional Business Office located at 2200 Dorchester
Avenue immediately. At this time 40% of your total tuition
is due not including any scholarships and financial aid
received.
Please note, tuition payments begin in July. If you have
missed any payments at this time you must make those
payments online or by calling FACTS Management at
800-624-7092. Your child’s continued enrollment in the
Academy is dependent on prompt tuition payments. Please
refer to the tuition policy on our website at www.sjp2ca.org
and available in the Student/Parent handbook.
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VOUCHERS:

If your voucher is updated or renewed by your ABCD
facility, please make sure that you fax, bring or email a copy
of it to the Business Office.
All voucher families are eligible to participate in all activities
in the Extended Day Program at no additional cost beyond
the voucher co-payment, provided that the voucher is
current and there is class availability in the specific program.
The only additional cost could be the cost of an instrument
in the Fine Arts Program.
If you would like to make an appointment with the Business
Office, please call or email tuition@sjp2ca.org to make your
appointments.

CONTACT US:
Financial aid: 617.265.0019 x 7005 tuition@sjp2ca.org
Tuition Payments: 617.265.0019 x 7004, 7005 or
tuition@sjp2ca.org or ralcindor@sjp2ca.org
Vouchers: tuition@sjp2ca.org

TO SUBMIT STORIES FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER, CONTACT YOUR CAMPUS OFFICE!

