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with their peers. From the incredible sounds of Plymouth Fife and Drum featuring our own Mallory Hart, to
the sweet voice of Sohum Gulati, or the familiar sound
of classic guitarist, Rocco Morales, the night created a
camaraderie amongst the families at Meads Mill. The
gym was filled with displays that included Iceland,
Finland, South Korea, Brazil, Germany, Macedonia,
Italy, Greece, Belgium, India, Lebanon, Mexico, and
Australia. Not only were the displays informative, but
the food and drinks provided an authentic international
experience. Many eighth grades were there to represent their countries for the last time at Meads Mill!
However, the time has come to sendoff our phenomenal 8th graders and wish them good luck for high
school! This graduating class of 2018 consists of 281 intelligent and exceptional graduates. From the first
field trip to the STEAM Fair in September to the Washington DC trip in May, this school year has flown by
fast. During their 8th grade, the graduating class completed two PSAT exams in which they improved tremendously from fall to spring, thus confirming the amount of knowledge they have gained that will only aid
them in the remainder of their lives. From the first day the graduating class walked in the doors of Meads
Mill as frightened sixth graders to their final days at Meads, they have made numerous memories throughout
the years and aspire to make more in the next segment of their life- high school.
On graduation day, we will find out which two eighth graders have been selected to win the Dave
Longridge Award. This prestigious award is given to one male and one female eighth grade student who have
served as confident student leaders, showing respect for their peers and adults. The award, named after Dave
Longridge, who was a principal who led the school during its name-making period. An affirm believer in letting the teachers lead, Dave Longridge, was an outstanding leader who served from 1985 through
1997. He was referred to as “Uncle Dave” and famously reminded students late to class that he was
"not running a country club here!". Good luck to all eighth grade students for high school and congratulations to the future Dave Longridge Award winners!
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~ Smrithi Kattethota– Staff Writer
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The Meads Mill Family

BOOK REVIEW - The Hound of the Baskervilles

“Each of us is a unique strand in the intricate web of life and here to make a contribution.”
― Deepak Chopra

After 30 years with Northville Public Schools, Ms.
Soluri, one of the beloved learning consultants, is retiring this
summer. She teaches students who may learn differently and need
a little help with school. Ms. Soluri started teaching art 1988 and
then became a learning consultant in 2004. Ms. Soluri enjoys
seeing students become successful. One of her students, now a
sophomore in college, still visits her today!
Ms. Soluri grew up in Lewiston, NY and graduated college from Niagara County Community College, Quincy University, and Madonna University. She still keeps in touch with her
friends from college. Ms. Soluri has a sister, Donna, two daughters, Erin and Lauren, and 3 grandchildren, Olivia, Gavin, and
Ava. She has no pets, but would like to get a cat someday.
Ms. Soluri enjoys art, reading, plays, and concerts. One of
her favorite concerts was when she saw Coldplay live at The PalMr. and Mrs. Umbarger
ace of Auburn Hills. In 1967, she saw the Beatles play in Toronto.
An item on her bucket list includes going to Italy and seeing
where her family came from. Something people are usually
surprised to learn about Ms. Soluri is that she illustrated a
children’s book, called The Halloween Mistake!
Lynn Soluri with Gavin, Ava, and Olivia (back)
When the school year ends, Ms. Soluri plans on taking a
trip to Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. She also plans to do an art show in New York in 2019, submitting her original
art. In fact, she used to be an art teacher! Her favorite mediums include pen, ink, and acrylic painting. Ms. Soluri isn’t
planning on moving anywhere. She says she’ll have more time to play with her grandchildren, read, draw, and travel.
Ms. Soluri says that “the best is yet to come.” Best of luck to Ms. Soluri!
~Ava Chang, Staff Writer
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“A true artist, is not one who is inspired, but one who inspires others.” ~Dali This is true of Ms. Karen Hopkins, our
Meads Mill art teacher, who loves how students, “always come up
with something that she may not have thought of.” She attended
Alma College and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree with
an emphasis on painting and drawing. She is also certified to
teach any grade level, K-12. Ms. Hopkins is currently working
on her Master’s Degree in Art, and has been working for the
district for five years.
Ms. Hopkins is very close with her family. She grew up on a
farm, and her dad is a dairy farmer. She has two older siblings (brother and sister) and a younger one (sister). They get
together for game nights, bowling, and often watch movie series
with their dad. She states, “I’m a pretty simple person, so my
The Hopkins brothers and sisters: Joe Hopkins, Ashley
goals are pretty simple!!”
Hopkins, Steve Hopkins, Karen Hopkins
Ms. Hopkins likes how everybody is doing something different in art. “There’s always something new and different.” She also likes art because it’s fun and she enjoys getting her
hands dirty. If she could change one thing about the art program at Meads, she would offer it daily. Also, she wants
there to be smaller classes, so she could really individually work with each student. Also, any art students… Coming to
an art class near you, digital art!! Ms. Hopkins says that possibly, in the near future, you could be doing things on the
computer such as graphic design.
Fun facts about Ms. Hopkins: She pole vaulted in high school, she has an eleven-year-old Pomeranian poodle
named Otis and Ms. Hopkins even has a motorcycle! Ms. Hopkins claims she is a simple person, but you probably
learned a lot of interesting things about her that you didn’t know!!
~Alyssa Bachert, Staff Writer

By: Arthur Conan Doyle
Jayee Judgements

In the final edition of the Patriot Press Jayee Judgements’ book review, we will share our thoughts on the famous book,
The Hound of the Baskervilles. This book was published in serial form in 1902 and was an enormous success, featuring the amazing detective Sherlock Holmes. This book features an adventure taking place in the English countryside where the devil-beast
haunts near the Baskerville home. The heir of the family would like to prove this false and so come Sherlock Holmes and his partner Dr. Watson face a terrifying case. It did, and still does, leave readers on the edge of their seats. Hope the Meads Mill readers
enjoyed the book reviews’ publications through the year and know their favorite picks for the summer. Happy Summer!
PRO

CON

The book starts with the man named Sir Charles Baskerville
running through the moor of Baskervilles because he is being
chased by a hound. He dies of fear. Some say that he had a cardiac
suffocation. Later, his nephew, Sir Henry, arrives from London,
waiting to move to the Baskerville Hall. However, he realizes that
his black boot is missing. You may not think this is important, but it
becomes important in the end. When he talks to Sherlock Holmes,
Mr. Holmes tells Dr. Watson to accompany Sir Henry. When they
start to go to bed they find Mr. Barrymore looked out the window.
They tell Mr. Barrymore to go to bed, but Dr. Watson says Mr.
Barrymore was signaling someone. So, they look around and find a
torch. They stay around the torch waiting for the person to come
back when a rock comes crashing down next to them! The person
runs away and they return to the house. Later, they meet the other
neighbors such as Dr. Mortimer and his wife, Mr. Stapleton, and his
sister, and Mr. Frankland. Everyone thinks Mr. Frankland is going
mad, but he keeps on saying Mr. Stapleton is a body digger. The
day after Sir Henry and Mr. Stapleton’s sister go riding together,
they meet up with Dr. Watson and go through a hollow where they
find an old man “passing through.”
This book has a mysterious plot and an captivating ending. The
story had many details that became important later. Thus helping
with the excitement and suspense. For example, in the beginning a
man pretended to be Sherlock Holmes and shoots Sir Henry when
he arrived to London. The book kept me engrossed and I kept on
wanting to go on. The book had innumerable observant details and
multitudinous disguises. The best part about the book was that the
reader could not predict who the villain was from the commencement of the storyline. There were many people who could have
been the villain. From the butler to the old man who was “passing
through.”
Although the book was a little bemused, after reading a little bit
the reader could comprehend what was going on. The good part
about the book is that the beginning has a backstory that tells what
is going on. The hound was a beast that roamed the moor and has
been haunting the Baskervilles. Mr. Holmes must figure out what
is going on before the hound gets to Sir Henry. However, in the
rush to figure this out they find a fugitive killed by the hound who
was hiding in the moor. Who would have been helping this fugitive?
The story flowed and kept the reader thinking. I thought it
would not be engaging, but it had a lot of creativity and I understood it very well. In the book, they had to take several risks that
could have led to Sir Henry’s death, but they managed to save him
in the nick of time.
I rate this book a 4.5 out of 5. It was a wonderful intriguing
mystery book where there were just a few tweaky parts, but I was
astonished by the acumen of Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. If
you have been reading these Patriot Press articles I hope you were
smart and listened to me. If you did (which you should) remember
stay away from Skin and other Scary Stories and read Sherlock
Holmes!

As you all know, Sherlock Holmes is a very interesting character that
possesses unique quality that allows all of his books to be great reads,
but, The Hound of the Baskervilles does not prove to be so. This story
is not enthralling. Thus, I recommend you not to read this book. However, if you don’t believe me the following reasons may change your
mind.
First of all, the plot is strenuous to understand. It starts off introducing the eminent Sherlock Holmes with his partner Dr. Watson entering
the room. Sherlock Holmes immediately recognizes Dr. Watson without turning around and seeing. The reader is immediately impressed
with this uncanny ability, but quickly learns that Sherlock Holmes
actually looked at the window which showed him a glimpse of Dr.
Watson.
Second, the book explains the Curse of the Baskervilles. However,
it does not do a good job describing it. It goes back and forth between
the details of the newspaper and the manuscript. Dr. James Mortimer
also recounts details that were not known when Sir Charles Henry was
murdered. There was a huge footprint next to the dead body and no one
else seem to notice it, but Dr. Mortimer. Dr. Mortimer did not inform
the police. The footprint resembled a giant hound and they seem to
believe that there was a supernatural force, or possibly a demonic
curse.
As the story goes on, the heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, is left to inherit
the Baskerville house. The story continues at a slow pace of introducing new characters, taking time to establish them. Somehow a message
is sent to Sir Henry, even though no one knew that he was going to stay
in the Northumberland Hotel. The message is a threat informing him
to stay away from the moor next to the house. Also, some one enters
the hotel and steals Sir Henry’s shoe, even though, there were housemaids assigned to his room. Sherlock Holmes and Sir Henry decide
that it is best for Sir Henry to go to the Baskerville house, but they
force poor Dr. Watson to go along without his consent.
This book is supposed to be a mysterious crime suspense thriller. However, it does not register as being scary or suspenseful. The
moor is not as chilling as described in the story. It is supposed to be
frightening walking in the moor at night because of the open and tense
environment. Also, there are rumors of it being haunted by the Curse of
the Baskervilles. There is a legend that the moor is possessed by the
myth of a hound.
When reading this book, I expected to imagine more about Sherlock
Holmes. But, he happened to be gone through the middle of the story
leaving Dr. Watson to solve the case. Through this portion of the story
one reads from the point of Dr. Watson writing a letter. Through these
letters, many clues happen to occur leaving an unpleasant point of view
and experience for the reader.
Overall, I would rate this book as 3 of 5 because it went at a slower
pace than most other Sherlock Holmes adventures. The clues were
very abrupt and confusing to understand. The story was also mystified
as the reader went on because it had to be read multiple times. It was
disappointing considering I enjoy most of Sherlock Holmes famous
adventures.
.
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The Price of Water

Just Keep Swimming

~Kaylei Harrison, Staff Writer

The Patriots made a splash this swimming season with many exciting wins and losses. The
Patriots started off their season on November 30th with a win against Stevenson 119-35. The team then lost a
close meet 80-84 against Scranton. Their next event was a success as the Patriots beat Ore Creek 9569. Patriots once again dominated the competition by beating Franklin 140-27. Finally, Meads Mill won at
the end of the season with a close match against Howell, ending in 86-83.
Thereafter, our Patriot’s streak ended. The Patriots suffered a defeat by Howell 81-88 and lost their
final meet of the season on January 17th to Hillside 75-92. Despite the loss, the Patriots continued on to the
Walled Lake Invitational and won 2nd place! Swimmer Lauren Sprow was willing to be interviewed about
her time on the team. “It was a great experience and I loved it.” She shared . When asked about her view on
the coaches, Mrs. Hart and Mr. Gomez she stated, “They're great coaches, and they want us to do our best
and have fun, while still having us work hard to improve.” Coach Gomez was also willing to be interviewed.
He mentioned, “My favorite part of coaching the team is getting to know the students outside of the classroom. At meets and practices some people are more comfortable and let their true personalities
shine.” Congratulations to another amazing season swimmers!
Academic Games

~Anonymous, Staff Writer
The sound of people racing to a block pierces the quiet air filled with people concentrating, attempting to write
complex solutions. Sighs of disappointment arise along with the jubilant smiles of victors. Welcome to the world of Academic Games, a national level academic competition that introduces kids to a new way of learning. Using games such
as Equations, On-Sets, Wff N’ Proof, LinguishTIK, Theme and Presidents, participants expand their knowledge of a
wide array of topics including math, logic, grammar, and history.
From April 27th to May 1st, students from Meads Mill competed in the National Academic Games Tournament
in Knoxville, Tennessee along with 1,000 other competitors. During this time period, students battled against each other
to claim victory in each of these games as a team and also individually. In the elementary division, composed of students from fifth and sixth grades, the team of Northville Simplifiers won gold in the game of Equations and were fourth
in the game of Wff N’ Proof as well as overall in the sweepstakes category.
Moving on to the middle division with students in seventh and eighth grades, a team of five including three
from Hillside and two from Meads Mill known as the Northville Dank Themes, claimed gold in the games of Wff N’
Proof and LinguishSTIK along with a fourth in the game of On-Sets, a third in Equations and a fifth in Presidents. This
team also claimed gold in the team sweepstakes category which simplifies to the fact that they were the best team in the
world for the middle division. Individually, eighth grader Arya Gowda received bronze in the game of On-Sets while
eighth grader Akshaya Kannikeswaran received a gold in the game of Wff N’ Proof as well as another gold in the Individual Sweepstakes competition.
Unlike most competitions, Academic Games or AG as it is commonly called, brings together people of different
backgrounds, cities and education levels might seem like an impossible feat at time but this growing competition has
allowed for this to be achieved.

Robotics

~Saket Kulkarni, Staff Writer
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“Quick, think of a molecule that starts with H?” or “How much weight can I add to speed
the car I built?” These are some of the questions you will hear if you participate in Science Olympiad. Science Olympiad is an afterschool club dedicated to allowing students to pursue events in the field of STEAM. It is a national competition as students from around the country participate to win. The competition has multi-levels, in which there is even a
testing phase. When you start of learning your events, there are many practice tournaments to help you understand the
events and how it will work. In the beginning, mock tournaments are used to select people who will represent our
teams. The competition then goes into a local level where Meads Mill Patriots can go on to state level. After the mock
tournaments, there are regionals which progress to state tournaments. After states, the top three teams advance to a national tournament. This year Meads Mill achieved first place in regionals and second in states, so we will be proceeding
to nationals in Colorado on May 19th. So, if the field of STEAM interests you, and you wish to pursue your passion
for engineering and medicine, I suggest you join the Science Olympiad team next year!

Selling the Great Lakes
Chethan Magnan
PRO
“On Tuesday, June 21, 2018, the governors of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York
will decide whether Waukesha, a growing suburban city of about 70,000
people in Wisconsin, will be allowed to tap Lake Michigan for 8.2 million gallons per-day of drinking water” Ellison. Waukesha is suffering
from water problems, due to the loss of their aquifer and is in need of
assistance. In fact, other cities have expressed interest in obtaining water
from the Great Lakes region too. The Great Lakes should allow other
nearby areas, to access the water supply because: the water would eventually re-enter the Great Lakes, areas farther west are not going to take
water from the Great Lakes, and this water would be monitored even
more than it currently is with involvement from other areas.
Although Waukesha would be taking water from the Great Lakes,
it would not stay there. If Waukesha was allowed to access the Great
Lakes, a new $200 million pipe system would allow Waukesha to use the
water. After the water was used by the community, it would be treated an
transferred back into Lake Michigan. Although this would be expensive,
Lake Michigan would receive about 6 of the 8.4 million gallons used, as
long as the system correctly uses the water and continue to follow water
restrictions. The other 1.6 gallons of water would evaporate, and would
still reach bodies of water. This system would keep Waukesha from
“hoarding” water and puts the Great Lakes Water back into the Great
Lakes.
A common misconception with the Great Lakes is that areas
farther west would attempt to take water. The main areas after the Great
Lakes are nearby cities, who are not within a necessary area to have water privileges. Most Great Lake defenders fear that more cities would
attempt to take water from the Great Lakes. However, the Great Lakes
would be able to give already polluted water, and uninhabited by plants
and animals because of the pollution, and get clean water back after usage. This process of cleaning would not only keep waters clean, but
would also force areas using the Great Lakes to pay it forward and make
the lakes cleaner than they were before.
As more cities and towns are allowed to use the Great Lakes,
its protection and safety are even more vital. These areas take it upon
themselves to take care of the Great Lakes, but how do they do this?
How are the Great Lakes being protected? Are these lakes easily accessible as long as cities have a pipe system to connect the Great Lakes to
them? No, the Great Lakes Compact was created for this very purpose.
Not only does the compact measure the Great Lakes for pollutants, work
in fish hatcheries, and protect the Great Lakes ecosystem, but it also
prohibits water from being pumped beyond counties straddling the lake's
drainage basin, unless the areas are in dire circumstances. For example,
states cannot simply request water and access and instantaneously receive water. A council reviews factors to decide if the applicant should
have water. These include the current water available, where the water
will go after usage, why the area needs this amount of water, what the
city will do with the water, and many other questions. If the city is approved, construction and testing of the pipes are monitored to decrease
the amount of pollutants entering the Great Lakes. After all of this has
been completed, then the city can use water from Michigan.
Cities should be allowed to access the Great Lakes if: the water
returns to the Great Lakes, this water would not be seen as an option for
areas farther west, and the water is properly monitored. After researching
this topic, we begin to see the drastic need for water. The Great Lakes
pose an easy path for water. However, most people do not realize that
drinkable water can come from waste, whether industrial or animal,
oceans with the help of desalination, and even easy filtration of nearby
polluted rivers. Think about that the next time you drink a glass of water.
Behm, Don. “Great Lakes Mayors Halt Challenge to Waukesha Diversion of Lake
Michigan Water.” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Milwaukee, 3 Aug. 2017
Draplin, Derek. “Vote Sends Lake Michigan Water Outside the Great Lakes Basin.” www.michigancapitolconfidential.com/22551.

Audrey Zhang
CON
People say scooping a bucket of water does not empty a lake, but in
the case of the Great Lakes, this may come true soon enough. Our precious Lakes harbor more than an estimated 5,500 cubic miles of water, a
quantity enough to submerge the continental United States in ten feet of
water! Yet, with large capacities staring them in the face, people tend to
forget that there is a limit to using this gift of nature. They take advantage of the abundance of freshwater by drawing more and more out
of the Lakes. Even though reliance on the Lakes is significant for people, their lives, and the economy, over dependence causes a problem.
Withdrawing water from the Lakes hurts wildlife, harms people's health,
and depletes the water supply.
One of the most alarming results of withdrawing water from the
Lakes is the negative impact on the wildlife living in the Lakes and the
surrounding environment. Removing water from the Lakes puts fish,
aquatic plants, and other animals at risk by damaging the habitat. How?
The process of taking water often involves machinery that may contaminate the otherwise pure water. An increase in toxins and other chemicals
emerges, hurting animals and causing irregular growths or sores on organisms. Fish have been found growing tumors and birth deformities
due to the pollutants. In other cases, people take water from the Lakes
and later let it run off, back to its source. The runoff water, though, is
usually filled with harmful chemicals that injure and kill aquatic organisms. As a result of various pollutants, the Lakes, which previously harbored stable ecosystems with an abundance of plant and animal life,
have now been reduced to massive amounts of plants and algae feeding
off of the excess toxins that enter the water. When larger organisms eat
these plants, they die. The once healthy ecosystems lose balance.
Not only does withdrawal of water harm wildlife, it also may negatively impact people's own body systems. In recent years, people have
heard of new water pollution crises that threaten the Lakes. As they draw
water from the Lakes, humans are also exposed to the polluted and, at
times, toxic water. When people drink the contaminated water, they
become sick. During the Flint water crisis, many people who drank the
lead-filled water of the Flint River had to be hospitalized due to the dangerously high levels of lead in their blood. Aside from drinking the poisoned water, eating the infected organisms in the Lakes harms people's
health, as well, causing diseases including reproductive disorders, cancer, and neurological problems, among many other consequences. People have taken it for granted that the Lakes are safe sources of water, but
they should reconsider if that holds true anymore.
Finally, withdrawal of water hurts the rapidly diminishing water supply. Already in many places around the world, lakes are drying up from
both human use and a warming climate. As large as they are, the Lakes
are not inexhaustible. In reality, they are very fragile. Only one percent
of their water is renewed each year from rainfall and snowmelt. As the
largest freshwater system in the world, the Lakes already provide drinking water to millions of people. One wrong step could reduce the world's
water supply to 20 percent less than there was previously. Once the
Lakes' water reserve has been used up, millions of households may find
themselves scrambling for water and attempting to adjust to new procedures as other reservoirs begin to provide water. This adaptation could
take decades, during which fights may break out over water. Some people may think of this as just another false science-fiction dystopia, but
one day it could come true if humans do not monitor their removal of
Lakes water.
Poet Wilfred Campbell once wrote: "There is no more beautiful, enchanting and sublime portion of the American continent [than the
Lakes]." We are blessed to have the Lakes. Although the issue over the
withdrawal of water from the Lakes has been debated over for many
years and with no clear resolution in sight, I strongly believe we should
stop exploiting this beautiful irreplaceable natural resource. The ultimate fate of these precious Lakes, and their surrounding biodiversity,
lies in our hands. Once they are destructed, where else will we find another five Great Lakes?
Grady, Wayne. "The Great Lakes: The Natural History of A Changing Region." David Suzuki Foundation, Greystone Books, Douglas & McIntyre Publishing
Group, 2017
“Great Lakes Facts and Figures.” EPA, Environmental Protection A gency, 2 May 2018, www.epa.gov/greatlak es/great-lakes-facts-and-figures. 10,103, 166
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5 by 5: Express Your Opinion! Teacher Edition
~Aaron Daudert, Staff Writer
Ms. Caster-Taylor-7th

Mrs. Maurer -7th

Mr. Soukup –6-8

Mr. Balagna– 8th

Mrs. Mroz–8th

Patriots Take Flight!

Articles on sports, clubs and events here at Meads!
The Patriot Press

~Hannah Campbell and Griffin Artinian, Staff Writers

What book
are you
currently
reading?

Harry Potter Glass Houses
and the
by: Louise
Sorcerer’s
Penny
Stone with my
daughter

Pound the
Stone
by: Josh
Medcalf

Ready Player Lab Girl
by: Hope
One
Jahren
by :Ernest
Cline

The Patriot Press would like to say a tremendous thank you to everyone who took the time to read their fellow
sixth, seventh, and eighth graders articles this year. These articles came into print only after many hours of diligent
work offered by Meads Mill students throughout this past year. The Patriot Press is also grateful for the help and guidance provided to its students by Mrs. Jary, one of the best English teachers. From robotics, and drama, to ski and Model
UN, Patriot Press has informed its readers about almost every club possible to join in Meads Mill. However, we have
forgotten a crucial one: The Patriot Press, itself. As this school year quickly comes to a close, and Meads Mill says
goodbye to its beloved eighth graders, the Patriot Press is now looking for current sixth and seventh graders who are
willing to take on the challenge. Joining the school paper is not only fun, it is also a great way to improve your writing
skills and creative abilities. The Patriot Press needs a variety of skill sets from students such as: photographers, interviewers, book reviewers, writers, editors, and sport reporters. From current seventh grader and patriot press writer, Elizabeth Hartigan’s perspective, the Patriot Press is “ such an amazing way to put your writing talents to the test!”. If you
have a passion for writing, then apply to join this terrific team of humble journalists. There will be an informational
meeting early next year open to any current sixth and seventh graders.
If it’s news, it’s in the Press!

Describe
yourself in
five words

caring, thoughtful, busy,
genuine,
fortunate

caring, stubborn,
analytical,
creative, and
sensitive

intense, loud,
funny, busy,
relentless

short, caring,
passionate,
funny, helpful

U2, Eurythmics, Guns and Roses Kenny Chesney, Pearl Jam, but
Who is your
Kid Rock,
Green Day is a
favorite band/ and Foo Fighters
Eminem
very close
artist?

Too many to
choose:
Johnny Cash,
The Beatles,
The Kinks

How do you
motivate
students?

Show my
enthusiasm for
learning about the
world. Praise
students, recognize
and display their
work.

I try to let them
know that they can
accomplish
anything if they set
their minds to it.

Challenge them and
encourage them. Set
reachable goals so
they can see
progress.

I try to show them
that I care about
them as individuals,
and hopefully this
will motivate them
to put forth their
best effort for me.

I try to get my
students to realize
if they persevere
they can learn the
impossible. I
love what I do
and I hope that is
contagious.

What do you want
students to take
out of your class
and apply to the
real world?

Have the confidence
to know that, as a
globally minded
citizen, you can
positively change
the world.

I hope that they will
be creative problem
solvers, being able
to use any tools they
have to solve any
sort of problem they
encounter.

Work to your
potential… there is
nothing else worse
than wasted talent!
Limits are only
things you place on
yourself. Everyone
has a different finish
line.

Make the right
choice, and don't
always take the
easy way out. Take
the road less traveled on and it will
make all the
difference.

Be curious, keep
learning and ask
for evidence.

second
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happy,
curious, busy,
procrastinator,
fortunate

Outgoing incredible eighth grade writers and just fun people to be around! Editors: Chethan Magnan and Audrey Zhang,
Staff Writers: Aaron Daudert, Ashley Ford, Kaylei Harrison, Shawn Jayee, Akshaya Kannikeshwaran, Smrithi Kattethota,
Ania Sczepanski, Katie Ziparo,

Girls Seventh and Eighth Grade Basketball!

~Laura Cencer, Staff Writer
Swoosh, the ball flies into the net, another score for the patriots! This year’s girls basketball was
truly one of its greatest! Coach Turner lead the seventh grade girls to many triumphs and victories this season. Tryouts for the team started on January 23. Many eager girls tried out, but there were only 15 player
openings for each team. Ten games were played throughout the basketball season, one including Franklin
Middle School. The first time, our Patriots fought hard, but in the end after a tough battle, the Franklin basketball players won. However, Meads Mill had a huge comeback the next time they played against them! That was the
highlight of the season because it showed how much they improved. Coach Turner remarked “The girls worked so
hard all year and [they] really got better…” A few girls who really stood out were Amber Phull, Elizabeth Hartigan,
and Leah Lambers. But it isn’t just those girls, every single person on the team worked hard and pushed themselves
and their fellow teammates.
The Meads Mill girls 8th grade basketball team also was phenomenal! Coach Clark lead them through the big Hillside
game. It took a lot of hard work from both sides, and the score ended up being extremely close! Meads outscored
Hillside, 29-28. Allison Drouillard scored an impressive 6 points, Mela Salah and Juliana Imbuzeiro each achieved 5,
and Helena Stinson scored 4 points in the first half of the game. But all of the girls contributed to the game and
pushed towards their goal. It takes a lot of hard work, determination, perseverance, and dedication to play basketball.
Coach Clark’s advice for future players is, “Learn how the game is played and know what to do as a basketball player.
Playing on teams outside of school and watching basketball is extremely helpful in this.” Outstanding job to the
Meads Mill girls basketball players!
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MEET YOUR FELLOW PATRIOT!!
~Chase Currie, Staff Writer

Another Year in the Books!

~Ania Sczepanski and Katie Ziparo, Staff Writers

As the school year winds down, we are compelled to look back on all that has
happened in brands, music, movies and more. As of 2017, the top five movies in the box office are as followed;

Star Wars: The Last Jedi, a sci-fi space action adventure following up on the original Star Wars films, had a domestic
total gross of $620,181,382. At number two, Beauty and the Beast (2017), starring Emma Watson, is based off of the
original animated Disney film, and leaves audiences amazed at the magical essence of the story plot and all of the effects that make the movie so charismatic. Starring Vin Diesel, The Fate of the Furious comes in third and ranks the ninth
most expensive films ever made. Coming in fourth, Despicable Me 3 continued the well known story of a villain and his
young daughters, which made 1.035 billion dollars in the box office. Finally in fifth place, Jumanji: Welcome to the
Jungle, the modern Jumanji film makes fun of video games, teenagers, and the amazingly talented cast. While not everyone has seen these movies, many recommend others to go and watch them from their personal experience.
In likeness of movies, Google searches also compete for influence and rank. The most commonly searched item
is (as of 2017) Hurricane Irma, which caused 134 fatalities swept over Puerto Rico, Cuba, Florida, and many other places, causing a total of at least 64.76 billion US dollars. In second stands iPhone 8, with iPhone X coming close behind it
in 3rd. Former NBC’s Today Show anchor, Matt Lauer, rolls in at number four. Meghan Markle, an American actress,
comes in at number five. Although recognized for her acting, she is probably now well known for her wedding set for
May 19, 2018 with Prince Harry. Many of these searches are here because of the impact they made, and continue to
make, on society.
Similar to recent years, the top five brands of 2017 are Apple, Google, Microsoft, Coca-Cola, and Amazon. Apple, being the leading brand of 2017, had an accumulated brand value of $184.2 billion. At number two, Google is by far
the largest search engine and has a brand value of $141.7 billion. Microsoft, in third, is one of Google’s fiercest competitors and continues to grow stronger with new Windows updates.Known for its refreshing and delicious taste, Coca-Cola
is ranked as number four, as the company recently released new and unique flavors. Last but not least, Amazon drops
into fifth, and continues to satisfy customers across the globe with its quick and easy way of shopping. Facebook, within
the top ten, has dropped in 2018 and the CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, went viral as the center of several memes. It is likely
that most of these brands will stay in or near the top five in the future years ahead.
In billboard music, the top five include Selena Gomez, “Bad Liar,” Cardi B, “Bodak Yellow,” Calvin Harris
feat. Frank Ocean & Migos, "Slide," Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee feat. Justin Bieber, "Despacito" (Remix), Lil Uzi
Vert, "XO TOUR Llif3." All of these songs influence teens and young adults as they are able to relate to the realistic
subject of the lyrics. Heading into the summer, we can write up this school year in the books and begin making new
memories and fads.

The Spice Life

~Elizabeth Hartigan, Staff Writer
Lavender, more than just a pretty flower, has many creative uses. Sore muscles and trouble sleeping
can be a recipe for disaster, but luckily, lavender is here to save the day. Here are two ways to relieve achy
muscles, help to sleep, and take the ‘ouch’ out of an abrasion.
Sore muscles keeping you up at night? Unfortunately, there isn’t much you can do when it comes to aches and
pains, but here’s an unusual use that can relieve those sore ligaments. Try rubbing some lavender lotion with lemongrass
on your legs and feet, it’s sure to relieve pain in the blink of an eye!
Got an exam tomorrow? Sometimes a good night’s sleep is all one could wish for, but unfortunately for some,
that drowsy feeling just never comes. Use lavender to bring on the zzz’s by rubbing it on the bottom of your feet. You’ll
fall asleep in a snap! After reading all about these amazing new remedies try them out at home! Summer is upon us,
no time to wait! Try these new creative uses to turn an absolute disaster to a blast!
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The Hollywood Walk of Fame is
home to more than 2,600, five-pointed,
terrazzo and brass stars. These stars are
permanent public monuments that recognize the achievements in the entertainment industry. Will one of these stars
someday display the name of Meads
Mill’s own, Cameron Gilbertson, a twelve year old who
has been acting for over eight years? He started his career at the Marquis Theatre located in Downtown Northville and just thought it would be a week of acting camp.
After that week, though, he realized that acting was his
passion. Cameron has starred in sixteen productions
since then, including his own short film, Ok, which is
his favorite. Furthermore, Cameron starred in two
Youtube Red Series: Red Hood Fan Series and Demons
2. Cameron has won multiple best young actor awards
through local film festivals and the most prestigious being "Best Young Actor" in the LA Film
awards. Cameron enjoys acting because he can be himself and “be...different from everyone else¨. He likes it
so much that he wants to continue with it throughout his
life. However, not everything about acting is appealing.
A mean coach or manager may change the mood and
affect the way a person acts. However, Cameron’s experiences thus far have been with great coaches and a supportive
manager. He is very grateful for them as they’ve guiding him in the right direction. Being an actor and a student can be
busy. In his free time, Cameron likes to relax and play games. He also likes to play football and would like to become
more serious with it. However, with his busy schedule, he cannot play as often as he would like. Acting is what Cameron Gilbertson has his heart set on, and we wish him the best of luck for the future!

Ode to Eighth Grade

~Ashley Ford and Kaylei Harrison, Staff Writers
Homework and projects that used to pile on our desks at the beginning of the year are slowing down. Tests that
pop up left and right and multiple field trips are scattered in these last couple months. As our time at Meads Mill comes
to a close, we begin to reflect on the year of eighth grade.
Think of all the PBIS parties and remember dancing to music that you couldn’t recall the lyrics to surrounded
by a group of your friends. Remember playing games and having a much better time than you would have had in a
lesson. Think back to the Pep Rallies and watching your fellow classmates and teachers race to see who’s dominant in
some silly sport or game. Remember all the times your fellow classmates would groan at a long homework assignment
or project, complaining about how unfair it was. As we roam the hallways overhearing conversations, think of how
riveted we were when we learned some new piece of knowledge. Recall the eighth grader's inside joke about Big Bird
that nearly everyone in the grade knew, and would laugh about. Let us think of hearing the bell over the P.A. every
time one of our sports teams would prevail in a meet or game. Imagine how the team members’ faces lit up with pride
and happiness, knowing they worked hard for their victory.
Our minds wander to the lunch room, which was most students’ favorite place to be. We recall the banter between differing tables, the laughing, the screaming, and the angry teachers yelling for all of us to stop making fools of
ourselves. We remember the big craze about Fortnite, which surprisingly brought people together. We think about the
people we have known for what seems an eternity and realize we are all growing older, whether or not we would have
chosen to. We are going to high school, which means that it is time to get serious.
However, as we examine the school we have made an impact on we realize that it is not going to change all
that much. The class clowns will still make people laugh, the gamers will still play their games, the athletes will train
hard, the choir students will sing, the band won’t stop playing their instruments, and the art students won’t stop doodling, painting, sculpting, and so on. This thought puts the minds of most of us at ease. We do not necessarily have to
grow up. We have gotten older, we will get our drivers licenses, make mistakes, cram for tests, but we don’t have to
stop being who we are. Attempting to see what will occur later on makes most of us laugh. Theses are all the thoughts
that come to mind as we think about our unforgettable times here at, Meads Mill.
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Meads Mill Washington, DC Trip

2018

Meads Mill once again made
its mark in Washington, DC
on the annual 8th Grade DC
trip on May 19-21, 2018. The
group, consisting of 260 8th
Graders, parents and teachers,
enjoyed three jam-packed days
of sightseeing and learning in
our nation’s capitol. This was
the largest group ever from
Meads Mill. It was an exhausting,
but rewarding trip masterfully
organized by Mr. Rohroff.
Here is a collection of memorable
photos from the trip.

6

7

