Summer Book Ideas
You are certainly not limited to using my list, but I want to ensure you are successful with your assignment; therefore, I have compiled this list of books
that will satisfy the six categories you are required to select from. Please use the ISBN numbers to ensure that you are reading the proper version of the
text because many books have multiple editions. I have also saved you a step by labeling which books are bestsellers and which ones are
#diversebooks or written by #ownvoices authors.
Title/ISBN/Category

Author

Genre

Pages

Description (from Amazon)

Unbroken (YA Edition)

Laura
Hillenbrand

Nonfiction,
Biography

322

On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane
crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a
spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on
the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young
lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life
raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most
extraordinary sagas of the Second World War.

Margaret
Peterson
Haddix

Fiction,
Historical

362

The fire at the Triangle Waist Company in New York City, which
claimed the lives of 146 young immigrant workers, is one of the
worst disasters since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution.
The disaster brought attention to the labor movement in
America.

ISBN: 978-0385742528
Bestseller

Uprising
ISBN: 978-1416911722

Told from alternating points of view, this historical novel draws
upon the experiences of three very different young women:
Bella, who has just emigrated from Italy and doesn't speak a
word of English; Yetta, a Russian immigrant and crusader for
labor rights; and Jane, the daughter of a wealthy businessman.
Girl Code: Gaming,
Going VIral, and Getting
it Done

Andrea
Gonzalez and
Sophie Houser

Nonfiction,
Technology

293

ISBN: 978-0062472472

Perfect for aspiring coders everywhere, Girl Code is the story of
two teenage tech phenoms who met at Girls Who Code
summer camp, teamed up to create a viral video game, and
ended up becoming world famous. The book also includes
bonus content to help you start coding!
Get ready for an inside look at the tech industry, the true power
of coding, and some of the amazing women who are shaping
the world. Andy and Sophie reveal not only what they’ve
learned about opportunities in science and technology but also
the true value of discovering your own voice and creativity.

I Will Always Write Back:
How One Letter Changed
Two Lives

Martin Ganda
and Caitlin
Alifirenka

Nonfiction,
Memoir

416

The true story of two young pen pals who forge a life-altering
connection. In 1997, Caitlin, a typical 12-year-old girl from a
middle class American family, began writing to Martin, a
studious 14-year-old from a Zimbabwe slum. In her letters,
Caitlin described her life, which consisted of shopping trips,
quarrels with friends, and problems at school. Martin was
initially far more circumspect in his responses. Inflation had
rocketed in Zimbabwe, and even finding money for postage
was a struggle for the boy. Staying in school, which required
paying costly fees, became merely a dream. Eventually, Martin
revealed the harsh realities of his life to Caitlin, who began
sending money and gifts. What started as chatty letters turned
into a lifeline for Martin and his family, as Caitlin and her
parents helped the boy stay in school and achieve his goal of
studying at an American university.

Sonia
Manzano

Nonfiction,
Memoir

277

Set in the 1950s in the Bronx, this is the story of a girl with a
dream. Emmy award-winning actress and writer Sonia
Manzano plunges us into the daily lives of a Latino family that is
loving--and troubled. This is Sonia's own story rendered with an
unforgettable narrative power. When readers meet young
Sonia, she is a child living amidst the squalor of a boisterous
home that is filled with noisy relatives and nosy neighbors.
Each day she is glued to the TV screen that blots out the
painful realities of her existence and also illuminates the
possibilities that lie ahead. But--click!--when the TV goes off,
Sonia is taken back to real-life--the cramped, colorful world of
her neighborhood and an alcoholic father. But it is Sonia's

ISBN: 978-0316241335
Bestseller

Becoming Maria: Love
and Chaos in South
Bronx
ISBN: 978-0545621854
#diversebooks author
#ownvoices author

dream of becoming an actress that keeps her afloat among the
turbulence of her life and times. Spiced with culture, heartache,
and humor, this memoir paints a lasting portrait of a girl's
resilience as she grows up to become an inspiration to millions.
Most Dangerous: Daniel
Ellsberg and the Secret
History of the Vietnam
War

Steve Sheinkin

Nonfiction

385

On June 13, 1971, the front page of the New York Times
announced the existence of a 7,000-page collection of
documents containing a secret history of the Vietnam War.
Known as The Pentagon Papers, these files had been
commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara.
Chronicling every action the government had taken in the
Vietnam War, including an attempt by Nixon to foil peace talks,
these papers revealed a pattern of deception spanning over
twenty years and four presidencies, and forever changed the
relationship between American citizens and the politicians
claiming to represent their interests. The investigation--and
attempted government coverups--that followed will sound
familiar to those who followed the scandal surrounding Edward
Snowden.

Steve Sheinkin

Nonfiction

368

American history is brought to life in this engaging story of
revolution and treason. Most people know very little about
Benedict Arnold–only that he was a traitor during the American
War of Independence. Sheinkin recounts the tale of a
larger-than-life persona, from his uncertain boyhood to his
immense popularity as an unpredictable, yet brilliant,
commander in the American army, and finally, to his end days,
living in London, despised and disgraced. The story of Arnold's
bravery and his rise in the esteem of the colonists is played out
against the political squabbling and fears the Continental
Congress had about military figures becoming too powerful and
upsetting the delicate democracy they were busy creating.

Deborah
Heiligman

Nonfiction,
Biography

464

The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo
Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. Confidant, champion,
sympathizer, friend—Theo supported Vincent as he struggled
to find his path in life. They shared everything, swapping stories
of lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams
and ambitions. Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658
letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime, Deborah
Heiligman weaves a tale of two lives intertwined and the
extraordinary love of the Van Gogh brothers.

Martin W
Sandler

Nonfiction

176

The 1650s to the 1730s marked the golden age of piracy, when
fearsome pirates like Blackbeard ruled the waves, seeking not
only treasure but also large and fast ships to carry it. The
Whydah was just such a ship, built to ply the Triangular Trade
route, which it did until one of the greediest pirates of all, Black
Sam Bellamy, commandeered it. Filling the ship to capacity with
treasure, Bellamy hoped to retire with his bounty — but in 1717
the ship sank in a storm off Cape Cod. For more than two
hundred years, the wreck of the Whydah (and the riches that
went down with it) eluded treasure seekers, until the ship was
finally found in 1984 by marine archaeologists. The artifacts
brought up from the ocean floor are priceless, both in value and
in the picture they reveal of life in that much-mythologized era,
changing much of what we know about pirates.

Sharon M.
Draper

Fiction

320

Born with cerebral palsy, Melody, 10, has never spoken a word.
She is a brilliant fifth grader trapped in an uncontrollable body.
Her world is enhanced by insight and intellect, but gypped by
physical limitations and misunderstandings. She will never sing
or dance, talk on the phone, or whisper secrets to her friends.
She's not complaining, though; she's planning and fighting the
odds. In her court are family, good neighbors, and an attentive
student teacher. Pitted against her is the "normal" world:
schools with limited resources, cliquish girls, superficial
assumptions, and her own disability. Melody's life is tragically
complicated.

Deborah Ellis

Fiction

520

The Breadwinner is set in Afghanistan, where 11-year-old

ISBN: 978-1596439528

The Notorious Benedict
Arnold: A True Story of
Adventure, Heroism &
Treachery
ISBN: 978-1250024602

Vincent and Theo: The
Van Gogh Brothers
ISBN: 978-0805093391

The Whydah: A Pirate
Ship Feared, Wrecked,
and Found

ISBN: 978-0763680336

Out of My Mind
ISBN: 978-1416971719

The Breadwinner Trilogy

Parvana lives with her family in a bombed-out apartment
building in Kabul. When her father is arrested for the crime of
having a foreign education, the family is left with no money or
resources. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must
transform herself into a boy and become the breadwinner. In
Parvana's Journey, her father has died and the family has
scattered. Parvana, now 13 years old, is determined to find
them. Again masquerading as a boy, she joins a group of
wandering children, all refugees from war, who exist mainly on
courage. In Mud City, the focus shifts to 14-year-old Shauzia,
who lives in the Widows' Compound in Pakistan and dreams of
escaping to a new life in France. Deborah Ellis uses simple,
compelling language, memorable characters, and a wealth of
imaginative detail in this wrenching look at the human cost of
war that is also a surprisingly hopeful story of survival.

ISBN: 978-0888999597

Very, Very, Very
Dreadful: The Influenza
Pandemic of 1918

Albert Marrin

Nonfiction

208

ISBN: 978-1101931462

In spring of 1918, World War I was underway, and troops at
Fort Riley, Kansas, found themselves felled by influenza. By the
summer of 1918, the second wave struck as a highly
contagious and lethal epidemic and within weeks exploded into
a pandemic, an illness that travels rapidly from one continent to
another. It would impact the course of the war, and kill many
millions more soldiers than warfare itself.
Of all diseases, the 1918 flu was by far the worst that has ever
afflicted humankind; not even the Black Death of the Middle
Ages comes close in terms of the number of lives it took. No
war, no natural disaster, no famine has claimed so many. In the
space of eighteen months in 1918-1919, about 500 million
people--one-third of the global population at the time--came
down with influenza. The exact total of lives lost will never be
known, but the best estimate is between 50 and 100 million.

Refugee

Alan Gratz

Fiction,
Historical

352

Gratz presents three interrelated stories about surviving. The
tales center on children and their families who are driven from
their homes by war, violence, and unrest. Josef must leave
Nazi-controlled Germany with his mother, his sister, and his
mentally broken father (just returned to them from Auschwitz).
He sails across the Atlantic Ocean on the ill-fated St. Louis only
to be turned away from Cuba and returned to Europe. Isabel
and her family live in Cuba and escape on a makeshift raft
during the exodus in the 1990s. They flee the repression and
poverty of Fidel Castro's rule. Mahmoud, a Syrian boy, and his
family seek refuge from the ongoing war and violence in their
home city of Aleppo. They board a dinghy in order to cross the
Aegean sea from Turkey to Greece. All the entries share
elements of hardship, fear, and trauma and stress the power of
love, family, and incredible sacrifice.

Hope Larson

Graphic Novel

176

Thirteen-year-old Bina has a long summer ahead of her. She
and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything together, but
he's off to soccer camp for a month, and he's been acting kind
of weird lately anyway. So it's up to Bina to see how much fun
she can have on her own. At first it's a lot of guitar playing,
boredom, and bad TV, but things look up when she finds an
unlikely companion in Austin's older sister, who enjoys music
just as much as Bina. But then Austin comes home from camp,
and he's acting even weirder than when he left. How Bina and
Austin rise above their growing pains and reestablish their
friendship and respect for their differences makes for a touching
and funny coming-of-age story.

Wendy Mass &
Rebecca
Stead

Fiction,
Mystery

208

It’s been five years since Livy and her family have visited Livy’s
grandmother in Australia. Now that she’s back, Livy has the
feeling she’s forgotten something really, really important about
Gran’s house.

ISBN: 978-0545880831

All Summer Long
ISBN: 978-0374310714

Bob
ISBN: 978-1250166623

It turns out she’s right.
Bob, a short, greenish creature dressed in a chicken suit, didn’t
forget Livy, or her promise. He’s been waiting five years for her

to come back, hiding in a closet like she told him to. He can’t
remember who―or what―he is, where he came from, or if he
even has a family. But five years ago Livy promised she would
help him find his way back home. Now it’s time to keep that
promise.
Clue by clue, Livy and Bob will unravel the mystery of where
Bob comes from, and discover the kind of magic that lasts
forever.

One Crazy Summer

Rita WIlliamsGarcia

Fiction,
Historical

240

ISBN: 978-0060760908
#diversebooks author
#ownvoices author

Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger
sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, ever since their
mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago for a radical new life
in California. But when the sisters arrive from Brooklyn to spend
the summer with their mother, Cecile is nothing like they
imagined.
While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell,
their mother sends them to a day camp run by the Black
Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn
much about their family, their country, and themselves during
one truly crazy summer.

After Gandhi: One
Hundred Years of
Nonviolent Resistance

Anne Sibley
O’Brien

Nonfiction

192

In 1908 Mohandas Gandhi spoke to a crowd of 3,000. Together
they protested against an unjust law without guns or rioting.
Peacefully they made a difference. Gandhi’s words and deeds
influenced countless others to work toward the goals of
freedom and justice through peaceful methods. Mother and son
team, Anne Sibley O’Brien and Perry Edmond O’Brien, highlight
some of the people and events that Gandhi’s actions inspired.
From Rosa Parks to the students at Tiananmen Square to
Wangari Maathai, these people have made the world sit up and
take notice. The provocative graphics and beautiful portraits
accompanying these stories stir the emotions and inspire a
sense of civic responsibility.

Candace
Fleming

Nonfiction

128

Employing dual narratives—straightforward biographical
chapters alternating with a chilling recounting of Earhart’s final
flight and the search that followed—Fleming seeks to uncover
the “history in the hype,” pointing out numerous examples in
which Earhart took an active role in mythologizing her own life.
While not disparaging Earhart’s achievements, Fleming cites
primary sources revealing that Earhart often flew without
adequate preparation and that she and her husband, George
Putnam, used every opportunity to promote her celebrity,
including soliciting funds from sponsors.

Drowned City: Hurricane
Katrina and New Orleans

Don Brown

Graphic
Novel,
History

96

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and
surging water overwhelmed the protective levees around
low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city
flooded, in some places under twenty feet of water. Property
damages across the Gulf Coast topped $100 billion. One
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives.
The riveting tale of this historic storm and the drowning of an
American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and
courage—and also of incompetence, racism, and criminality.

The Lines We Cross

Randa
Abdel-Fattah

Fiction

400

Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play with the
latest graphic design software. His parents drag him to rallies
held by their anti-immigrant group, which rails against the tide
of refugees flooding the country. And it all makes sense to
Michael.Until Mina, a beautiful girl from the other side of the
protest lines, shows up at his school, and turns out to be funny,
smart -- and a Muslim refugee from Afghanistan. Suddenly, his
parents' politics seem much more complicated.Mina has had a
long and dangerous journey fleeing her besieged home in

ISBN: 978-1580891295

Amelia Lost:
ISBN: 978-0375841989

ISBN: 978-1338282054

Afghanistan, and now faces a frigid reception at her new prep
school, where she is on scholarship. As tensions rise, lines are
drawn. Michael has to decide where he stands. Mina has to
protect herself and her family. Both have to choose what they
want their world to look like.

The Family Romanov:
Murder, Rebellion, and
the Fall of Imperial
Russia

Candace
Fleming

Nonfiction

304

The tragic Romanovs, last imperial family of Russia,
have long held tremendous fascination. The interest
generated by this family is intense, from debates about
Duchess Anastasia and her survival to the discovery of
their pathetic mass graves. A significant number of
post-Glasnost Russian citizens consider the Romanovs
holy to the extent that the Russian Orthodox Church
has canonized them. This well-researched and
well-annotated book provides information not only on
the history of these famous figures but also on the
Russian people living at the time and on the social
conditions that contributed to the family's demise. The
narrative alternates between a straightforward
recounting of the Romanovs' lives and primary source
narratives of peasants' lives. The contrast is compelling
and enhances understanding of how the divide between
the extremely rich and the very poor can lead directly
to violent and dramatic political change.

Andrea Davis
Pinkney

Nonfiction,
BIography

176

Berry Gordy began Motown in 1959 with an $800 loan from his
family. He converted the garage of a residential house into a
studio and recruited teenagers from the neighborhood-like
Smokey Robinson, Mary Wells, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder,
and Diana Ross-to sing for his new label. Meanwhile, the
country was on the brink of a cultural revolution, and one of the
most powerful agents of change in the following decade would
be this group of young black performers from urban Detroit.
From Berry Gordy and his remarkable vision to the Civil Rights
movement, from the behind-the-scenes musicians,
choreographers, and song writers to the most famous recording
artists of the century, Andrea Davis Pinkney takes readers on a
Rhythm Ride through the story of Motown.

Sue Macy

Nonfiction,
History

96

Take a lively look at women's history from aboard a bicycle,
which granted females the freedom of mobility and helped
empower women's liberation. Through vintage photographs,
advertisements, cartoons, and songs, Wheels of Change
transports young readers to bygone eras to see how women
used the bicycle to improve their lives. Witty in tone and
scrapbook-like in presentation, the book deftly covers early
(and comical) objections, influence on fashion, and impact on
social change inspired by the bicycle, which, according to
Susan B. Anthony, "has done more to emancipate women than
anything else in the world."

Anne Frank

Nonfiction,
Autobiography

320

Among the most powerful accounts of the Nazi occupation,
"The Diary of Anne Frank" chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a
thirteen-year old girl fleeing her home in Amsterdam to go into
hiding. Anne reveals the relationships between eight people
living under miserable conditions: facing hunger, threat of
discovery and the worst horrors the modern world had seen. In
these pages, she grows up to be a young woman and a wise
observer of human nature. She shares an unparalleled bond
with her diary, which holds a detailed account of Anne's close
relationship with her father, the lack of daughterly love for her
mother, admiration for her sister's intelligence and closeness
with her friend Peter. Anne Frank's account offers a compelling
self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman who turns
thoughtful and learns of the many terrors of the world.

ISBN: 978-0375867828

Rhythm Ride: A Road
Trip Through the Motown
Sound
978-1596439733

Wheels of Change: How
Women Rode the Bicycle
to Freedom (With a Few
Flat Tires Along the Way)

ISBN: 978-1426328558

The Diary of a Young Girl
(Definitive Edition)
ISBN: 978-0307594006

Warcross

Marie Lu

Fiction, Sci-Fi

368

For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a
game—it’s a way of life. The obsession started ten years ago
and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape
from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to
make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a
bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the
game illegally. But the bounty-hunting world is a competitive
one, and survival has not been easy. To make some quick
cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of
the international Warcross Championships—only to accidentally
glitch herself into the action and become an overnight
sensation.

Phillip Hoose

Nonfiction,
Biography

143

On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fed up with the
daily injustices of Jim Crow segregation, refused to give her
seat to a white woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery,
Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as Rosa Parks would be
just nine months later, fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin found
herself shunned by her classmates and dismissed by
community leaders. Undaunted, a year later she dared to
challenge segregation again as a key plaintiff in Browder v.
Gayle, the landmark case that struck down the segregation
laws of Montgomery and swept away the legal underpinnings of
the Jim Crow South.

Elizabeth
MacLeod

Nonfiction,
Science

160

How did King Tut really die? The mystery of the young
pharaoh’s death is only one of the puzzles that modern science
has helped solve. Thanks to forensics—the science of
examining physical evidence—we now know that King Tut died
of malaria. We also know that stomach cancer, and not arsenic
as suspected, killed Napoleon. Seven intriguing stories about
historical royal figures whose demise was suspicious, and hard
scientific facts about crime-solving techniques make each event
seem like an episode of CSI rather than a history lesson. Kids
will be fascinated to find out how scientists use autopsy results,
DNA testing, bone fragments, and even insects to determine
the cause of death.

Ashlee Vance

Nonfiction,
Biography

288

There are few people in history who could match Elon Musk’s
relentless drive and vision. A modern combination of famous
inventors and industrialists like Thomas Edison, Henry Ford,
and Steve Jobs, Elon is the man behind companies such as
SpaceX, Tesla Motors, SolarCity, and PayPal that are
transforming the way we live.

ISBN: 978-0241321447
Bestseller
#diversebooks

Claudette Colvin: Twice
Toward Justice
ISBN: 978-0312661052

Bones Never Lie: How
Forensics Helps Solve
History's Mysteries
ISBN: 978-1554514823

Elon Musk and the
Quest for a Fantastic
Future Young Readers'
Edition
ISBN: 978-0062463272

Written with exclusive access to Elon, his family, and his
friends, this book traces Elon’s journey from a kid in South
Africa to a young man in the United States, his dramatic
technical inventions, and his world-changing companies. Elon
has sparked new levels of innovation in the world, and this book
gives young readers a detailed but fast-paced look at his story.

Bestseller

Life in Motion: An
Unlikely Ballerina
Young Readers Edition

ISBN: 978-1481479790
Bestseller
#ownvoices
#diversebooks

Misty
Copeland

Nonfiction,
Memoir

192

As the first African-American principal dancer at the American
Ballet Theatre, Misty Copeland has been breaking down all
kinds of barriers in the world of dance. But when she first
started dancing—at the late age of thirteen—no one would
have guessed the shy, underprivileged girl would one day make
history in her field.

Her road to excellence was not easy—a chaotic home life, with
several siblings and a single mother, was a stark contrast to the
control and comfort she found on stage. And when her home
life and incredible dance promise begin to clash, Misty had to
learn to stand up for herself and navigate a complex

relationship with her mother, while pursuing her ballet dreams.

Life on the Surtsey

80

On November 14, 1963, a volcano fifteen miles off the shore of
Iceland exploded under the sea, resulting in a brand-new
island. Scientists immediately recognized Surtsey for what it
was: an opportunity to observe the way life takes hold. Loree
Griffin Burns follows entomologist Erling Ólafsson on a five-day
trip to Surtsey, where since 1970 he has studied the arrival and
survival of insects and other species. Readers see how
demanding conditions on Surtsey can be, what it’s like to eat
and work while making the smallest impact possible, and the
passion driving these remarkable scientists in one of the world’s
most unique fields ever!

ISBN: 978-0544687233

The Crossover

Kwame
Alexander

Fiction

240

Twins Josh and Jordan are junior high basketball stars,
thanks in large part to the coaching of their dad, a
former professional baller who was forced to quit
playing for health reasons, and the firm, but loving
support of their assistant-principal mom. Josh, better
known as Filthy McNasty, earned his nickname for his
enviable skills on the court: "…when Filthy gets hot/He
has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel in verse, the
brothers begin moving apart from each other for the
first time. Jordan starts dating the "pulchritudinous"
Miss Sweet Tea, and Josh has a tough time keeping his
jealousy and feelings of abandonment in control.

Thanhha Lai

Fiction,
Historical

288

Inspired by the author's childhood experience as a
refugee—fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and
immigrating to Alabama—this coming-of-age debut novel told in
verse has been celebrated for its touching child's-eye view of
family and immigration.

ISBN: 978-0544107717
#diversebooks
#ownvoices
Bestseller

Inside Out and Back
Again
ISBN: 978-0061962790
#diversebooks
#ownvoices
Bestseller

Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the
joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her friends close by. But
now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family
are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed
toward hope—toward America.

