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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Do whatever he tells you”. Gospel of John
I remember as a child telling a lie to my mother and later
on in the day my mother catching me out on the lie
leaving me embarrassed and feeling sorry.
As you well know, our mothers know everything about us.
Often the things we think they don’t know, mothers
somehow have that innate sense of what is going on in our
lives.
The bond between a mother and child is so strong. From
that little fertilized egg in the womb, to new birth, that
first cry, and smile, the first tooth and first step and all the
way up to maturity, our mothers journey along with us in
the ups and downs of life; loving us, caring for us, and
rejoicing in us.
The exact same can be said of Mary in our Gospel account
today, with the very popular wedding feast at Cana.
Weddings are always a great time for rejoicing and
celebrating in every culture throughout the history of
humanity. People gather, family and friends, new clothes,
music, prayers, tears, emotions, memories, laughter,
smiles, food, drink, dancing, happiness, hope, and love.
The wedding which Jesus and Mary attended was no
exception. It was a happy occasion of rejoicing and
celebrating.
Look how Mary enters the Heart of Jesus in her statement,
“They have no wine.”
Just imagine her facial expression, just imagine your own
mother coming to you in a similar situation.

How beautiful for Jesus, through the promptings of His
mother, that He would perform His first of the great signs
of His mission and reveal his true self at a wedding, a
place of love, life and hope.
In Mary’s proclamation to “do whatever HE tells you” is a
challenge to all of us followers of Jesus Christ to put his
GOSPEL OF LOVE into action; to build up the
KINGDOM OF GOD here on earth; to live GOOD
LIVES in harmony with one another; to speak LOVE
rather than hatred.
To do whatever Jesus tells us is to share our gifts with one
another, spiritual gifts given by the SAME SPIRIT, SAME
LORD, SAME GOD, for the good of all.
St. Paul, in the second reading today, wrote this letter to
the early disciples of the church in Corinth, a very busy
sea port. He challenged them to share their spiritual gifts
with one another for the building up of the church there,
so it’s the same with us. All of us have received different
types of gifts from God to use for the benefit of ourselves
and others; this is what makes a strong community.
I am constantly inspired by so many people here at Our
Lady of Refuge sharing their many gifts for the good of
this community.
Many professionals give of their time and energy advising
me on all matters concerning the management of our
parish community. I deeply value their input and their
willingness to share their time, talent and treasure with
this great community.
This is what St. Paul wrote about in the second reading
today...sharing the GOD GIVEN GIFTS to the entire
community for the good of that community.

Jesus’ reaction was very normal, we would do it ourselves,

I salute all the parishioners at OLR who do that on a daily
basis here.

“What’s this to do with me?”

God bless you for listening to the call of the Lord.

But the mother of Jesus knew him all too well, she knew
He was a special child of God. She often pondered in her
heart this child of hers and what He would achieve.

If you feel you would like to volunteer your expertise,
your talents here at OLR, why not call me and volunteer.
We need you!

It’s like as if Mary knew, as a mother knows, that all
would be okay. Mary never commented on His reply, that
this was not His hour, but instead she just passed over
these words and waited patiently.

Welcome to any visitors here this week and a special
welcome to those of you from other faith traditions.

Mary knew that Jesus had the power to change this
situation of embarrassment into a situation of great joy, a
powerful miracle of water changing into the best wine and
saving the wedding party from utter disgrace.

Blessings upon all.

Love,

Fr. Gerard

“Let us look at our hands, often so empty of love,
and today let us try to think of some gift we can
offer freely.” - Pope Francis

January 20, 2019

Parish News
Let us welcome a new member to our
OLR music community this Sunday at
the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Greg from now on
will sing at the last two Sundays of the
month.
Born and raised in Whittier, California,
Greg Perea has been playing guitar and singing worship
for 12 years. He has lead worship for his Life Teen
Youth Ministry as a teenager and his Catholic Newman
Club at CSULB while attending college. Greg has
experience playing Mass and leading retreats all over
Southern California. He is newly married as of October
2018 and is currently a Catholic School Middle School
teacher at St. Bruno’s in Whittier.

Attention Boys & Girls ages 9-14 A Basketball
Free Throw Challenge, sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus, Council 3052, takes place on Saturday,
January 26 from 10:30-12:00 PM at Our Lady of
Refuge parish school. Parent permission slips are due by
January 24th and are available at the church exits. Pizza
and drinks provided for all participants. For more
information, contact Jamie Carvlin, 562-426-6397.

January 20 - Second Sunday in Ordinary
time: In the Gospel today, at the wedding
feast in Cana, Jesus reveals himself to his
disciples and they began to believe in him.
Everyday, God also gives us signs of his love
and so we also can respond in faith and trust. Your gift
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul becomes a sign
of God’s love to those who are suffering, and you
give them reason to believe and to trust.

School News
Our Lady of Refuge Catholic
School Open House Looking for academic
excellence in a faith-filled environment? We invite you
to come learn more about the OLR experience by
meeting our wonderful faculty, parents and students on
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019 between 10:30 AM-12:00
PM. Applications for the 2019-2020 school year are
now being accepted online or in person for TK-7.
Transitional Kindergarten students must be 4-yrs old by
Sept. 1st and fully potty-trained. Kindergarten students
must be 5-yrs old by Sept. 1st. Kindergarten Readiness
Assessments take place Feb. 12-13. Applications for
new enrollment and registration for Kinder Assessments
begins on Jan. 7, 2019. OLR offers before and after
school care available (6:30 AM-6:00 PM), hot lunch
program, extra-curricular activities, and an amazing
STEM program. Personal tours by appt. only. Please
contact the school office if you have further questions
(562) 597-0819 or visit http://www.olrs.org.
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School News
Support our school library by shopping at the
Scholastic Book Fair! Shop online 1/20-2/2, http://
www.scholastic.com/bf/ourladyofrefugeschool.
Shop in person 1/25 3-5 pm; 1/26 3-5 pm; 1/27
7:30 am-12:30 pm; 1/28 7:30 am-5 pm; 1/29-1/31
7:30 am-3:30 pm; 2/1 7:30 am-2 pm. Questions?
Contact Gretta Sweeney, Library@start.olrs.org
From the Director of Religious Education

For over 10 years, Deacon Roger, the Office of
Religious Education, the Youth Confirmation
Candidates and Team and OLR School students and
their families have been serving the guests of Project
Achieve. On the third Sunday of every month (we have
never missed a Sunday in over 10 years), we gather in
the parish kitchen and cut, chop, cook, bake our hearts
out to prepare a wonderful meal. We pack it up and
caravan to the shelter and serve 30-60 very grateful,
hungry men and women.
Project Achieve shelter is a temporary residential
shelter (sponsored by Catholic Charities) housing as
many as 59 homeless men and women. They are
provided with two meals a day, an assigned bed,
bathrooms, showers, group social development and a
recreational area. If you would like to help out in this
wonderful ministry, please call the Office of Religious
Education to reserve a spot guest chefs must RSVP and
are scheduled to help on a first come, first served basis
you may also help sponsor our ministry through
donations of food or cash donations. Below is a list of
groceries that we are in need of: pasta sauce, penne
(shaped) pasta, frozen pre-cooked meatballs,
granulated garlic, butter (not margarine), eggs, cookie
dough, cake mixes, cookies mixes, frosting, olive oil,
vegetable oil, bottles of salad dressing, salad
ingredients (cucumbers, cherry tomatoes, etc.), gift
cards to Smart and Final or Costco.

Student Corner
Today in 2nd grade, we did Project Lead the Way. In
Project Lead the Way we learned about the inventor of
the crayon holder and how we can use the engineering
design process to create inventions. We also learned
what a patent is. We have been learning about Martin
Luther King, Jr., too. He was an important person
because he helped change Civil Rights and was a great
leader. We would like to invite everyone to Open House
on Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 10:30am to 12:00pm.
Come eat some pancakes and look at all the work of the
students in the classrooms.
Peace, Emily and Riley

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday 1/20/19
8:00 am Roger Frost (RIP)
OLR Parishioners (Int)
9:30
Maria & Dominico Dang (RIP)
11:30
Antonio Damaso (RIP)

Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.

Lucy Wescott (RIP)
Daniel Flores (RIP)
1/21/19
Roger Frost (RIP)
Lucy Espinoza (Int)
Tuesday 1/22/19
8:00 am Cindy Pingol (Int)
Olet Diego (Int)
Jonathan Pinto (Int)
Wednesday 1/23/19
8:00 am Demeteria Espinoza
& Family (Int)
Thursday 1/24/19
8:00 am Frank Diaz & Family (Int)
Friday
1/25/19
8:00 am Argentina Mocada (RIP)
Saturday 1/26/19
8:00 am Ruth Hauter (RIP)
5:30 pm Frank Messano (RIP)

Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Marie Fox
Diane Halal
John King
Larry Larocco
Edna Lia
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Daisy Ordoveza
Juliana Quickel
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Cathryn Smyth
Marco Solano

Carmelot & Marriane Grech (RIP) Charlyn DeCoudres

5:30 pm
Monday
8:00 am

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parish Community,
Last Monday, we returned to school after a very
relaxing Christmas break to some smiling faces and
some very groggy faces! They/we powered through. On
Friday, Student Council led a Prayer Service for the
Feast of the Epiphany. The went throughout the school,
blessed each door, and wrote 20+M+C+B+19 above the
door frame. The number 20 at the beginning marks the
beginning of the year. The C, M, and B have a double
meaning. They are the initials of the 3 Wise Men
(Caspar, Malchior, and Balthazar). They also stand for
the Latin phrase:
Christus mansionem benedicat,
meaning "May Christ bless the house." The + sign
represents the cross. Lastly, the number 19 marks the
end of the year. On Monday, the Culture Project
Missionaries, a group of dynamic young adults, came to
speak to the children in grades 6-8 on Human Dignity
and Personal Integrity issues. This year's focus was on
the using Social Media in a virtuous way. These young
men and women are role models for our youth. They
show them that it is possible to live good moral lives in
today's world. OLR is a wonderful place for those
seeking an environment with strong Christian values. If
you are interested in finding out more about our school,
please attend our Open House on Sunday, Jan. 27,
2017. We hope to see you there! Next week, I will
provide you with information regarding our upcoming
WCEA/WASC accreditation visit.
Blessings,
Mrs. Tricia Holmquist

Priest Schedule
1/20/19

1/27/19

2/3/19

5:30 p.m.
Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

Archdiocese News
Did you know?

Talk to your children about the fine line
between obedience and protection
Children learn from an early age that adults are figures of
authority — teachers, police officers, bus drivers, babysitters.
We need our children to listen to the people who are in charge of
them, but this message must be communicated so that children
know it’s okay to stick up for themselves too. Adult predators
may try to use their authority to gain control over their victims.
Children should know that when it comes to private parts,
secrets, and things that seem dangerous or wrong, they shouldn’t
worry about disobeying the adult in charge, and instead talk to a
trusted adult or a parent. For a copy of the VIRTUS® parent’s
guide, go to http://www.la-archdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/
VIRTUS-Current-Online-Articles.aspx

Coffee Hour
Sponsors
• Jan. 20 - Religious Ed.
• Feb. 3 - 2nd Grade class
• Feb. 10 - Ushers

~Thank you!
Follow
Refuge YAM
on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/refugeyam/

