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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As I look outside, I see leaves falling and pumpkins on
porches. The weather is changing, and it is hard to believe that
we have been in school for over a month. Time really flies
when you have this much fun!
I enjoyed the opportunity to visit with many of you at our recent
Back-to-School Night. I know your children are more important
than anything in your lives, but it is always a good reminder for
me to see you interacting and getting to know our teachers – to
see the smiles and the love and the care that we ALL have for
your child. I left school that evening with a renewed sense of
the great importance of the work we do with and for children.
Your kindness and warmth to me as you stopped to visit in the
lobby and hallways also meant a great deal – so thank you,
and please continue to check in with me throughout the year.
I’m always interested in what’s going on with you and your
family. The procedures and daily activities of your child’s
classroom should be familiar and comfortable to them by this
time in the school year. If your child is still experiencing anxiety
or any type of concerns, please contact your child’s teacher or
our School Counselor, Mrs. Brilhart. You are welcome to also
include me on those types of communications. We will be
happy to visit with you on the phone or to schedule a meeting
to talk together regarding ideas to help your child or the
situation. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact us – we want to
help!
This time of the year also brings benchmark and diagnostic
testing for your children. We (through the use of BAS,
DIBELS, and iReady diagnostic assessments) attempt to gain
a picture of where your child begins the year academically.
With this data, we work to develop an educational plan that
meets your child’s needs. The first nine weeks ends on
October 31st. It will be here faster than we know it! Knowing
that we are a team, please contact your child’s teacher
regarding any questions or concerns about his/her progress.
Security continues to be of major interest to our district, so
please be reminded that when coming to the school for any
reason, please call ahead or send a note with your child so we
can plan for your arrival.
September has gone by very quickly! As we move through the
school-year, take some time to sit and read with your child,
quiz them on their math facts, help them with their spelling
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lists, or simply talk with them about what it means to be a Ben
Franklin HERO. Children with engaged parents are more likely
to thrive in a school setting. Show them that their education is
very important to you! You’ll be amazed at the results! I also
encourage you to follow us on Twitter @IndianaArea SD to see
some of the wonderful things that are happening in our
schools. Thanks, again, for your continued support of the
programs, faculty, and staff here at Ben Franklin!

☺ Kelly Urbani
PICTURE RETAKE/MAKEUP DAY
Ben Franklin picture make up and/or retake day will be the
morning of Tuesday, October 30, 2018. If it is a re take,
please send your child’s picture packet back for the
photographer.
CLASSROOM NEWS
PRE-K
Get out your magnifying glasses--it's time to investigate!
It's a new school year, and with it Pre-K is embarking on
a wonderful new adventure in which we will explore, learn,
and discover. Pre-K will be introduced to important concepts
in language, literacy, math, science, social studies, the creative
arts, physical health, social and emotional growth, and
technology.
KINDERGARTEN
After our Soft Start the kindergarten children are getting
adjusted to the full day program! We are pleased with how
well they have settled into routines and made new friends.
We are learning about primary and mixed colors, shapes,
ourselves and our families, letter sounds and sight words. It
promises to be a wonderful year!
FIRST GRADE
The year is well underway in first grade. In language arts we
have been reviewing many skills from kindergarten,
establishing routines, and developing independent reading
habits. We look forward to starting Benchmark Unit 1 soon.
Math is all about addition. Students have been learning about
addition strategies as well as working on addition math facts.
Please practice addition fact fluency at home. Flashcards are

a great way to practice. There are also many computer
programs to help increase fact fluency. Finally, science is all
about what is above us as we learn about the weather and
clouds. Don’t be surprised if your child starts predicting the
weather!
SECOND GRADE
Second graders have gone buggy! The students are studying
the life cycle of the Painted Lady butterfly. They are learning
scientific terms, developing observational skills, and recording
data in their journals. Over the weeks, the students have
watched their own caterpillar grow, shed its skin several times,
then transform into a chrysalis. Soon, it will emerge as a black
and orange butterfly. We hope that your child is enjoying
being a scientist!
Please check your child’s homework folder each night. The
Homework Assignment book helps you know what homework
and other information are given for the evening. Please check
to make sure that your child has completed all of their
assignments in a neat and accurate manner. Stress to your
child that he or she needs to use their neatest handwriting
when they complete their written assignments. Your initials in
the book are important communication between us and help to
keep your child accountable for their work. We appreciate your
support from home!
THIRD GRADE
It has been a great start to our school year. We hope that your
child has settled into a nice routine. There are many heroes in
third grade as we have seen students displaying kind words
and actions and doing the right thing. This positive behavior
has earned many third graders a hero band! On the academic
end, students have adjusted to their Daily 5 literacy tasks in
ELA and become experts in getting on to ST math or Zearn
daily as part of the Hybrid model in math classes. JiJi the
penguin is sure to enhance third grade math class all year. In
Science, students will be visiting Force of Motion or The Water
Cycle. In Language Arts, 3rd graders are participating in minilessons to help establish rules and procedures needed during
small-group and independent reading. Soon, your child will
also be publishing a piece of narrative writing about fall. Keep
working hard third graders.

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
Our School-Wide Positive Behavior program is off to a
fantastic start. Students are working on demonstrating
respectful behavior throughout the school environment. Staff
members started distributing “Hero Bands” on first day of
school and since then we have awarded bands to 184
heroes!!!
Our kick-off assembly will be held on September 28. We will
review the HERO Expectations as well as celebrate our
successes thus far.

ART
Please consider sending in an oversize shirt with your child to
use as a paint shirt for messy days in the art room. Thank you!
MUSIC
At Ben Franklin, Music is a Hoot! In 3rd Grade music classes,
we started out singing in a round. We have also been
reviewing and practicing our rhythm reading skills. 2nd grade
has been reviewing rhythm patterns and playing singing
games. We really enjoyed “Charlie Over the Ocean.” 1st
grade added an ostinato (a repeated musical idea that you
perform along with the song) and glockenspiels to “Hickory
Dickory Dock.” We’ve also been learning new songs and are
starting to read rhythms. Kindergarten has been “visiting” the
farm each class. We are exploring new instruments and songs
as we meet a different farm animal each class. So far, we have
met the duck, chicken, and sheep. The cow, horse and pig
cannot be far behind!
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Topics, Expectations and More
Our PE classes are off to a great start! I’ve enjoyed
meeting all of my students and meeting many of you
at Back to School Night. We held our National Run
at School Day on Friday, September 21st. The kids enjoyed
their extra time to run outside.
Students have been encouraged to participate in The Healthy
Kids Running Series at Mack Park. This takes place Sunday
evenings at 4:30.
Please have your child wear the proper clothing and shoes on
PE days. Many activities are unsafe in boots and sandals. In
the gym, students have been practicing safety, sportsmanship,
respect, and having fun!
I look forward to working with your child this year and
impacting their health in a positive way!
~ Mrs. Amy Rebyanski
NURSE
Hello Parents! As we welcome our students back to school, we
also anticipate some health concerns that may accompany this
time of year. I’ve included some information for you regarding
some common issues encountered in the fall: hand, foot and
mouth disease (HFM) and head lice (see attached letter). Our
goal is to keep the children healthy, in school and ready to
learn. I hope you find this information helpful. As always, don’t
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Hand Foot and Mouth Disease (HFM) What is it? HFM is a
relatively common viral illness affecting young children and
sometimes adults. It usually begins with a fever, fatigue and/or
sore throat. After a few days, blisters may develop on the
hands, feet or inside the mouth. The virus is mainly transmitted
through respiratory secretions through coughing, sneezing and

saliva. Blisters may be present on the skin for seven or more
days. There is no treatment for HFM disease as it is a mild,
self-limiting virus. As always, please refer to your child’s
physician for further care or if you have any additional
questions.
What can we do? -Encourage good hand washing and
covering coughs/sneezes to prevent transmission in school.
Also, encourage them to not pick at the blisters. -If your child
develops a fever (100.4 F or greater) do not send them to
school until they are fever free without the use of Tylenol/Advil
for 24 hours. -Your child will be sent home from school if
he/she presents with a fever. This is per Indiana Area School
District policy.
Other Health Information -Do not send your child to school if:
vomiting, diarrhea, excessive coughing or fever (100.4 F or
greater). -Please notify me if your child has any change in
health status.
Medications: Very important! Please adhere to the IASD
medication policy for all prescription and over-the-counter
medications that your child must take at school. We require a
physician’s order, parent authorization form as well as the
medication sent in the original container labeled by the
pharmacy. Medication Packets can be found in the main office
and the nurse’s office. Please let me know if you need a
packet sent home with your child. We CANNOT administer any
medications until all of the items are received. If your child isn’t
feeling well in the morning, please do not tell them to go see
the nurse and she will send you home. We have specific
guidelines that we must follow for sending students home. If
they don’t meet these guidelines, they will be encouraged to go
back to class. Our goal is to keep them healthy and in school!
Thank you again for your support in keeping our students
healthy! Mrs. Clawson and I look forward to caring for your
children again this year! Please feel free to contact me directly
if you have any questions.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Nicole Reilly, RN
Certified School Nurse
nreilly@iasd.cc
(724) 463-8566 ext. 3
Title I News-Mrs. Birch, Mrs. Boston and Mrs. Vallies and
Ms. Andrews
It’s great to be back in our school routines again! Our
Kindergarten students have been learning how to write stories
during their writing times and how to match letters/sounds in
the writing process. The first grade students have been
reviewing letter sounds and reviewing letter formation. Our

second and third grade students are working to be more
efficient at decoding and this will translate to improved
comprehension. Many of the reading strategies are being
reviewed as we begin to read more difficult text.
We are pleased to have Mrs. Boston as a new reading
specialist at our school. She is working with Title I students in
all grades. It is a pleasure to have her with us at Ben Franklin.
Ms. Andrews is a long-term substitute who is working in Mrs.
Vallies’ place in the afternoons. In addition, we have two
literacy interns with us from IUP. Their names are Ms. Emily
Glennon and Ms. Valerie Varner.
We will be hosting a Volunteer training on Monday, October 8
from 10:00-11:30 in the school library. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer in our building, please email Mrs. Vallies
at mvallies@iasd.cc to let us know if you would like to
participate.

Vision Statement - IASD: Where everyone is inspired and challenged to excel.

Mission Statement - To provide supportive and engaging educational experiences that
prepare students to be productive citizens who positively impact society.

SCHOOL LUNCH ACCOUNT
This is a reminder that Indiana Area School District families may register for
www.myschoolbucks.com. This website will allow parents to view their child’s food purchasing
activity and arrange for low balance notifications to be sent to them via e-mail. Go to
www.myschoolbucks.com and click “Register for a Free Account” to get started. Please note:
Payment for meals will also be accepted at the schools.

Elementary Report Card Information
End of Grading
Report cards
Quarter
Period
distributed to Students
1

October 31, 2018

November 8, 2018

2

January 18, 2019

January 28, 2019

3

March 27, 2019

April 4, 2019

4

June 5, 2019

June 5, 2019

Indiana County Helpline:
The Indiana County Department of Human Services and the United Way of Indiana County partnered with PA 2-1-1 Southwest to bring
a free human service Helpline to Indiana County in February of 2013. County residents are able to dial 2-1-1 and be connected with a
live operator 24 hours per day, seven days a week/365 days per year who can connect them with human services help. Please share
this number with family and friends who may not be sure where to turn for help with such things as emergency shelter, food banks, crisis
intervention, childcare, and other health & human service resources. Human Service information may also be found at www.pa211sw.org,
or at www.humanservices-countyofindiana.org Questions about the Helpline? Call 724-463-8200, ext 4217.

School Safety:
School safety continues to be a priority. It is important to know that the procedures we put into place, while sometimes
inconvenient, are designed to keep everyone safe. Please note that all visitors to the building must call ahead to notify
the office of their arrival. Even if we know who you are, there can be no exceptions to this policy. Please help us
maintain a safe environment by calling ahead. Thank you!
Arrival/Dismissal - Important Information
The district currently provides bus transportation for all students. Families, however, may still choose to have their
children be a parent pick up. In order to ensure student arrival and dismissal is safe for all students, we have
implemented certain drop off and pick up procedures. These procedures may not always be convenient, but they were
designed with safety in mind. Staff members will be outside to make sure the process runs smoothly. Please review
the following arrival and dismissal procedures. Delays are to be expected for the first few weeks of school. We thank
you in advance for your patience and cooperation as we work through the fastest and safest way to dismiss our
students.
Arrival Procedures:
Students are permitted to enter the building at 8:35 AM. Please do not drop off any earlier as there is no supervision
for the students. The school day officially begins at 9:00 AM. Students that arrive after 9:00 AM will be considered
TARDY. Arrival after 10:30 AM is a ½ day absence. Parents are NOT permitted to walk their child to class. If you
need to speak with the classroom teacher, please contact them directly via email or voicemail. Parents entering the
building must call ahead, sign in at the office, and obtain a visitors pass.
If you are dropping your child off at school:
Student safety is extremely important. We have implemented drop-off procedures to ensure student safety. The student
drop-off zone is located on the parking lot side of the building. All cars are to enter and exit the parking lot at the
entrance furthest away from the building. Students can be dropped off along the yellow curb. Only busses are to enter
the parking lot at the closest entrance to the building.
If you wish to walk your child to the entrance of the school you will need to park in a parking space in the parking lot
and then walk your child to the door. Please do not park in the drop-off zone as this creates a dangerous situation.
Please do not drop off at the main entrance doors. Those spots are reserved for the busses.
Dismissal Procedures:
The school day ends for the students at 3:40 PM. All students who are being picked up by their parents (by car) will
be dismissed before the first bus is called. If your child has a change in transportation, we need to have written
notice of the change on file in the office. If your child is riding the bus home with another student, we need written
permission from both students’ families.
Bus Assignments
Bus assignments will be mailed home. If your child rides a bus and you do not receive his/her bus
information, please call the transportation office at (724) 463-7591 during the week before school
begins. For student safety, please do not change buses during the school year. For cases of family
emergency, requests to have your son/daughter ride a different bus must be made in writing and submitted in
advance to the office. All bus students should plan to ride the bus on the first day of school. Any transportation
corrections or problems can be identified if all riders are on board. If you have a problem and need to speak to
someone, please call Krise (STA) Bus Service, 724-349-3944.
Change in Transportation — Important Information
If you need to change your child’s dismissal plan, please send a dated and signed note to the office in the morning of
the change. If dismissal plans change during the day, please contact the office before 3:00 P.M. so we have enough
time to implement the change. Thank you.

School Office Hours
The office hours are 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Before 7:30 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. the answering machine will pick up
your call so you can leave a message. After school, if you have any questions concerning your child’s bus,
please call the Krise (STA) Bus Company at 724-349-3944.
Emergency Cards – Must be LEGIBLE
New emergency care cards will be sent home with your child. Please review the information for each child. Please
pay careful attention when filling in the requested information, especially the name of a friend or relative to be called
in case of injury or illness if the parent/guardian cannot be reached. Please remember to sign and date the bottom of
the card. To maintain accurate records, please notify the school if there is an address or telephone number change
during the school year. Also, if you wish to change the person whose telephone number we have on file, please call
at your earliest convenience.
Classroom Access
Our teachers are always happy to meet with you and will schedule conferences when needed. Since our students
arrive at 8:35 a.m., this is not a time when teachers can give you their attention to address student issues. If you
need to meet with a teacher, please email or phone to set up a time. Also remember, teachers leave the building at
4:00 p.m. so no one is permitted back in the classrooms after this time.
Videotaping/Photographing in School
During the school year we videotape and photograph many school activities such as concerts, plays, and talent
shows. These pictures, plus candid shots, may be used in our annual yearbook or used on our website. In addition,
student teachers may videotape themselves teaching a lesson, as part of their professional development. If you
have any objection to your child being photographed or videotaped in any of these circumstances, please write a
letter to the office as soon as possible, stating your objection and providing your child or children’s names.
Important Early Dismissal Information
You will need to provide verification of appointments when your child is either late to school or leaving early. When
excusing your son/daughter from school for a doctor/dentist visit, please remember to ask the doctor for an excuse
verifying the appointment. The excuse can be turned into the office upon your child’s return to school. In accordance
with our attendance policy, any early dismissal will be considered an unexcused absence from school for the time out
of the building if a medical excuse is not submitted within three (3) days of the date of dismissal. It is important to
note that students are not permitted to make up any work/tests for unexcused absences. The unexcused time out of
the building will be accrued until three (3) hours has accumulated at which point a half day unexcused absence will
be assessed.
Also, it is imperative that you call the school when your child is going to be absent for any reason.
PLEASE BE AWARE It is important for your child to attend and be on time for school on a daily basis. Please review
these arrival and dismissal times.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Starting time is 9 a.m. There is no outside supervision for students who arrive before 8:35 a.m.
Dismissal time is 3:40 p.m.
Arrival between 9:00 a.m. and 10:40 a.m. = tardy
Arrival between 10:41 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. = ½ day absent
Arrival after 1:00 p.m. = Full day absent
Departure between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. and NOT returning to school = ½ day absent
Scheduled early dismissals are at 12:00 p.m.

SCHOOL DELAYS OR CANCELLATIONS: In bad weather, or for any emergency when school may be closed,
delayed, or dismissed early, announcements will be made on the radio and TV. Radio stations announcing this
information are: WCCS (1160 AM) and WDAD (1450AM). TV stations are: WTAE (Channel 4) and WPXI (Channel
11). If you are connected to the Internet, go to www.iu28.org/ and click on “Schoolcast” for the latest information on
school closings and delays.
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL ON SCHOOL DELAYS OR CANDELLATIONS: We must keep our phone
lines open for emergency communications.
Be sure to have a back-up plan with your children in case of an unscheduled early dismissal. Arrangements should be
made ahead of time for emergency childcare if needed.
DELAY TO CANCELLATIONS: Sometimes school is cancelled after a delay has been called. Continue to listen to
your radio/TV for updates.
2-HOUR DELAYS: Children who ride buses should report to their bus stop 2 hours later than normal. All children
should report to school by 11:00 a.m. Breakfast will not be served on days with a delay. Dismissal will be at 3:40 p.m.
as usual.
EMERGENCY EARLY DISMISSALS: It is important that parents establish a plan for their children in the event of an
unscheduled early dismissal. Your children should know what they are to do if school is dismissed early. It is impossible
for us to alert everyone by phone when this happens. You will receive an EARLY DISMISSAL PAPER early in the
school year asking you to indicate how your child is to be dismissed on these days. We do not permit children to call
home on these days. Teachers will follow the dismissal information that you provide to us.
IASD’s auto-dialer system notifies parents of an early dismissal. The system will continue to call until it reaches a
person. It will not leave a message. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. We must keep our phone lines open for
emergency communications.
Snacks (birthday snacks) (Language taken directly from the Elementary Handbook) - When considering what
snacks to send to school with your child, please consider these helpful notes from our school district wellness
policy. More information about Board Policy
246 (Student Wellness) can be found at http://iasd.schoolwires.net/Page/104.
1. Competitive foods are defined as foods offered at school other than through the National School Lunch or School
Breakfast Programs and include a la carte foods, snacks and beverages; vending food, snacks and beverages;
school store food, snacks and beverages; fundraisers; classroom parties; holiday celebrations; and food from
home.
2. All competitive foods available to students in district schools shall comply with the Indiana Area School District
Nutritional Standards for Competitive Foods which are available on the district’s website (www.iasd.cc). The
nutritional standards shall be implemented as a three (3) step plan.
3. Exclusive competitive food and/or beverage contracts shall be approved by the Board in accordance with
provisions of law.
4. Nutrition information for a la carte snacks and beverages offered in snack bars, meal service lines, vending and
school stores is readily available to students, parents/guardians and the school community.
5. Nutritious and appealing foods such as fruits, vegetables, low and nonfat dairy products and whole grain products
will be available wherever food is sold or offered on the school campus during the school day.
6. All a la carte snacks and beverages offered for sale to students during the school day comply with the USDA
regulations prohibiting the sale of foods of minimal nutritional value.
7. A minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of snack foods sold in vending machines, snack bars, and school stores
as well as a la carte offerings that are part of the school meals program will meet the criteria outlined below. This
seventy-five percent (75%) level represents a required minimum standard. The percentage of foods and beverages
meeting these parameters may be increased at any time by the recommendation of the Indiana Area School
District Wellness Committee.
8. Food shall not be used in the schools as a reward or punishment.

9. As a guideline for party planning, please adhere to the 3-1 ratio where for each non-preferred item, three healthier
options (fruits, vegetables, milk) are available as well.
Snacks (Found on the Nutritional Information label of the item)
• No more than 200 total calories per package
• No more than thirty-five percent (35%) calories from fat
• No more than ten percent (10%) calories from saturated fat
• No more than 480 mg sodium
• No more than thirty-five percent (35%) sugar by weight
• Excludes fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, and nut butters
Beverages
• One hundred percent (100%) fruit and vegetable juice, limited to 12 oz. portion size
• Fat-free and one percent (1%) milk, 8-16 oz. portion size
• Water and flavored water without added sugar, unlimited portion size
• Caffeine free except flavored milk
• Carbonated water and carbonated one hundred percent (100%) fruit juice with USDA approval
Birthday Snacks
When students have a birthday, if a parent decides to provide a snack for the class, we ask that he/she follows the
healthy snack guidelines and wellness policy found within this section of the newsletter.
Party Invitations - Party invitations may ONLY be distributed at school if every member of the child’s class is invited
(or all of the boys in the class for a boy’s party/all of the girls in the class for a girl’s party). Children’s feelings are easily
hurt when they are not included for these events, so we respectfully ask that parents mail invitations when fewer
students are involved. Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance Procedures - Please call the school office, (724) 465-5637 by 8:30 a.m. if your child is absent from
school. Unless we have had contact with the parent or guardian of an absent student, a phone call will be placed to
the home of each absent student. The district has an automated calling system that will call your home when your
child is reported absent. This does not take the place of a written excuse for your child’s absence. A written
excuse from the parent is required when a student returns to school from an absence. The excuse is required within
(3) school days following the student’s return. If the reason for the absence is not valid, or the excuse is not
submitted within the (3) day limit, the absence will be recorded as unexcused. Pennsylvania state law requires
that all students attend school when school is in session. Excused absences are for reasons of illness, recovery from
accident or injury, required court attendance, or death in the family. Absences for educational trips must be approved
in advance by the building principal to be considered an excused absence from school.
Clearances - Act 34 (Criminal Record), Act 151 (Child Abuse), Act 114 (FBI Fingerprint)
Act 153 of 2014 amends the Child Protective Services Law. As part of this law, all chaperones and volunteers are
required to provide the school district with clearance certifications (Act 34 Criminal Record Check, Act 114 FBI
Fingerprint Clearance and Act 151 Child Abuse History Clearance) that are less than five (5) years old. Chaperones
and volunteers that have been residents of Pennsylvania for ten (10) or more years can sign an affidavit in lieu of
applying for the Act 114 FBI clearance. Clearance packets are available in the main office. The district website also
provides an easy access to do the clearances on line by going to the Parent and Students tab, Volunteers for our
Schools and on the left side Mandatory Clearances are listed. The Act 34 and 151 clearances are free for volunteers,
but may not be used for employment purposes.
Due to the nature of the elementary school setting, teachers will occasionally invite parents in for a classroom
performance. These events do not require obtaining clearances. For each event, a list of attendees is required and
coordinated through the classroom teacher. This list is not required for evening events such as Back-to-School nights,
Orientations, Academic Project Fairs, etc.

Child Abuse Clearance Act 151
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/findaform/childabusehistoryclearanceforms/index.htm
This clearance can be completed online with a response usually the same day. You may also print and complete the
form and send it to the address indicated on it. Results take 3-5 weeks to be returned.
Criminal Background check by PA state police Act 34
https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp;jsessionid=0AA0F253556794EBC86C4FE9EBC48D20
To do this online, fill out the required information. You will have the results back in a matter of minutes. Print several
copies of the results from the screen or save it as a PDF file to be accessed later because the watermark in the
printout will not show if copied. You may also submit it the form by mail with results received in a few weeks.
FBI Fingerprint clearance Act 114
Go https://www.pa.cogentid.com/index_pde.htm and click "register online", pay the fee and input your
information. Then print the confirmation information and take it to one of the fingerprinting locations listed on the
site. (Locally, fingerprinting can be done at ARIN IU. Call 724-463-5300 to make an appointment.)
Building Security - Our school is locked at all times. Please enter our school using the main entrance. Press the
buzzer outside the main entrance door and identify yourself to the office secretary. You will then be admitted to the
building, providing you called in advance to set up an appointment.
All visitors to the building must proceed directly to the main office to sign in and receive a visitor’s badge. Please do
not proceed through the building without signing in at the office. For student safety and building security it is essential
that we know who is in the building at all times.
If you are dropping something off for your student’s class or for your child, please permit our staff to be of service in
delivering the items with the least amount of interruption to teacher instruction and student learning.
2018-2019 Student Accident Insurance
If you wish to purchase the Voluntary Student Accident Insurance for your child, a brochure and enrollment form can
be found on the school district website, www.iasd.cc in the Students & Parents tab.

IASD 2018-2019
TESTING, MEASUREMENT, AND INDIVIDUAL APPRAISAL PROGRAM
Test

Administered

Grade
Level

W-APT

Throughout the year
upon enrollment

Phelps Kindergarten Readiness Scale

Spring

Speech/Language Screening

January/February

DIBELS & Number Knowledge Test

Periodically according to
RtII

K-2

Assessment of progress in reading and math
concepts

I Ready Math and Reading along with Fountas &
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

3-4 times throughout the
school year

K-5

Measures progress over time in reading, math, and
language arts

Classroom Diagnostic Tests

On going

4-12

On-line diagnostic tests in Math, Language Arts,
Social Studies and Science

Keystone Exams (Winter) Wave I
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

December 3-14, 2018

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/Retakes

Keystone Exams (Spring)
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

May 13-24, 2019

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/End of Course
Assessment

PSSA English Language Arts (ELA)

April 15 - 26, 2019

3-8

PSSA Mathematics
Science
All Make-ups (ELA, Math, Science)

April 29 – May 3, 2019

Assessment of Writing achievement and Reading
comprehension
Assessment of Math concepts/problem solving
Assessment of Science

PASA – PA Alternate System of Assessment

TBD

ACCESS for ELLs (WIDA)
PSAT

January 8, 2019 to
February 22, 2019
Fall

PSAT 8/9

Fall

AGS Grade + (Group Reading & Diagnostic
Evaluation)
HEALTH SCREENING:
Medical Exam (Private or at school)
Dental Exam (Private or at school)
Body Mass Index
Vision, Height, Weight
Hearing Test
Scoliosis Screening

Spring

Life Steps Screenings

Fall

PreK

To determine need for OT, PT, Speech and/or
Autism services

Assessment Status Reports/Child Outcomes
Report/Creative Strategies

Fall/Winter/Spring

Prek

Assessment of the following categories: SocialEmotional, Physical, Language, Cognitive, Literacy,
Mathematics, Science & Technology, Social Studies,
the Arts, and English Language Acquisition as
necessary

Note: Dates may be subject to change.

K-12

Purpose

Prior to
entrance
2

3-8
4&8

3-8, 11
4 and 8
K-12
ESL students
10, 11
9
Title I
Students

Screening tool to determine English as a Second
Language needs
Assessment of readiness skills;
Title I identification
Assessment of speech and/or language difficulties

Measures the attainment of knowledge and skills of
students with cognitive disabilities (IDEA ’97)
Assessment of English language acquisition
Assessment of reading, writing and math skills to
determine early indicators of SAT success
Career Exploration
To determine growth in vocabulary, comprehension
& listening skills

During school
K or 1, 6, 11
K or 1, 3, 7
K – 12
K – 12
K – 3, 7, 11
6, 7
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Dates to Remember:
Homecoming Spirit Week: Monday October 1 -Thursday October 4
PTA Meeting/Parent Party Planning: Wed, October 10 @ 6:30pm -Ben Franklin Cafeteria
Show and a Snack: Thursday, October 25 @ 3:40-6:00pm -Ben Franklin
Chipotle Fundraising Night: Tuesday, October 23 @ 4:00-8:00pm -Chipotle Oakland Ave
Reflections Program: Thursday, November 1 @ 6:30pm -Ben Franklin Gymnasium
Join the Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA Today! The PTA hosts many events and provides
great opportunities to spend time at the school with your child, interact with teachers, and make
new friends. Parents, grandparents, neighbors, teachers, and staff are all invited to join.
Membership is just $7.00 per year per member and enrollment is open year-round. The PTA
welcomes all levels of involvement—whether it may be some of your time, donation of supplies
or food items for various events. There is a place for everyone! The more members we have,
the greater benefits we can offer our children. The first Parent Planning meeting to plan for the
student fall/winter classroom parties is scheduled for Wednesday, October 10th. You must be a
PTA member to take part in the class party. If you need an application, there are copies
available in both school offices and included at the end of this newsletter. You may also pay
dues thru our new online platform, MemberHub. See information below. Please be sure to
check with the secretary to see that your clearances are on file and up-to-date. Thank you for all
you do for the children of Ben Franklin and Eisenhower schools. Any questions, contact: Amy
Montgomery 724-840-3330 amymont125@gmail.com
Want to help with your child's classroom party? Join us for the Parent Homeroom Party
Planning Meeting following the General Membership meeting on October 10 in the Ben Franklin
Cafeteria. This portion will likely begin around 7:00-7:15pm. All parents from both schools who
are interested in helping (plan/volunteer/donate) should plan to attend this event. There is a
change in the way parties will be held this year, the themes and dates of the parties will be
different for each school. Fall Harvest parties are scheduled for Ben Franklin students on
Tuesday 11/20 and Eisenhower students will have Winter Wonderland parties on Friday 12/21.

MEMBERHUB:
MemberHub is new this year and is an online platform recommended by the State PA PTA in
an effort to 'go green'. We are attempting to utilize it to enroll all of our PTA Members and use it
as our primary means of communication this year. The site has 'HUBS' for each PTA sponsored
event and one for every homeroom teacher. Please join the hubs for which you wish to receive
communication and information for volunteering. You can add or remove yourself from a hub at
any time. These hubs will contain the other PTA parents in your classroom. Use this site to send
emails, post ideas, and generate party donation sign-ups. You will also find a directory of all

PTA members at our schools, a calendar of our events, receive reminders for sign-ups, click
links to access required clearances and our fundraising sites, locate our meeting minutes, pay
your PTA membership dues and more! The link to join is
https://bf-ike.memberhub.com/join/i5shha
There is also an app for iphone and android devices.
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa at pta.bf.ike@gmail.com.
FUNDRAISING: Our 2nd annual OPT-OUT Fundraiser is going on now. If you would rather not
sell items as fundraisers, you can directly donate to the PTA and we receive 100% of the
donation and it is tax deductible for you! Forms went home with students or are available in the
school offices.
The SCHWANS Fundraiser is also going on now! If you order from Schwan's foods, the PTA
can receive up to 40% from your order! If you purchase a $25 E-gift card, they will donate $10 to
our PTA. You can then use that card to purchase food items...or buy one for a family member
who enjoys Schwan's! We also receive 20% donation from food purchases (this includes ones
made using the E-gift card for the amount over the $25). This offer is only for a limited time.
Please spread the word to family, friends, and co-workers!

You can order online or by phone, just be sure to use our Campaign ID to give proper credit:
schwans-cares.com/c/41821 or call 1-855-870-7208 and give Campaign ID 41821
Thanks in advance for all your contributions! Everything is put back into our students to give
them many wonderful opportunities during the school year! We appreciate the help!

HOMECOMING SPIRIT WEEK: We have planned a
week of fun events at the school for students in honor of homecoming. Smencils (smelly
pencils) will be on sale in the Ben Franklin lobby prior every morning this week for $1 each.
Monday 10/1: Color Wars! Each grade is given a specific color to wear. Dress in as much of
your color as you can, make the color show from head to toe!
Pre-K and Kindergarten: Orange
2nd Grade: Yellow
4th Grade: Red

1st Grade: Green
3rd Grade: Blue
5th Grade: Black

Tuesday 10/2: Turn Back Tuesday! Dress in attire from another era! Make it fun and
GROOVY!
Wednesday 10/3: Wacky Wednesday! Crazy hair, crazy socks, you name it... get crazy!
Thursday 10/4: Indiana Pride! Show your School Spirit and wear Indiana clothing or your
school colors of red, black, and white.
Friday 10/5: No school

Our SCHOOL SPIRIT STORE is open again! Be ready for Homecoming Spirit Week by
ordering your School Spirit apparel now to get it in time for Homecoming. The website is offering
FREE SHIPPING from now until October 1 in honor of our Homecoming event. There are new
designs for this year and include designs for Ben Franklin, Eisenhower, and the Indiana School
District. You can customize your own shirt, pants, bags, etc. They have a large variety of items
to personalize just the way you want. The website for ordering is http://indianaspiritwear.com.
Anyone can order, so share the website with family and friends who want to show their Indiana
Pride!
SHOW AND A SNACK will be held at Ben Franklin School on
Thursday, October 25 immediately after school. Students from
both schools are able to participate, and those at Eisenhower will
be transported by bus to Ben Franklin. The cost is 5.00.
Watch for further information to be sent home with students.

REFLECTIONS: The Reflections program is a National PTA program that
recognizes achievements in the area of the arts. The students have been
informed about the program at school and received a Reflections packet
to bring home. Any student from Pre-K thru 5th grade are encouraged to
participate. The theme for this year is "Heroes Around Us" and students
can create an original work of art in one of the following areas: dance
choreography, film production, literature, music composition,
photography, 2D art, and 3D art. Encourage your child's artistic creativity!
All art submissions need to be turned in to the office by October 17th.
Any questions, contact Gigi Donatelli at gdonatelli524@hotmail.com.
Please remember to mark Thursday, November 1st on your calendar
for the Reflections Program when we celebrate all of our participants. All
participant's artwork will be on display and awards will be presented at
that time. The program will begin at 6:30pm in the Ben Franklin
Gymnasium. Refreshments will be provided.
CHIPOTLE NIGHT! Join us at Chipotle on Tuesday, October 23
any time between 4:00pm and 8:00pm. You can feed your family
while supporting the Ben Franklin/Eisenhower PTA. If you eat at
Chipotle during this time, be sure to mention that you are supporting
the PTA and 33% of all proceeds will be donated to our school!
Flyers will be coming home with your child prior to the event. Credit
will only be given if you show your flyer or mention our PTA to
the cashier upon checkout. Online orders will not count unless
you choose the option to pay in store at pickup and then mention
the PTA at time of checkout. This is a very simple way for us to raise
funds, so tell all your friends and coworkers to eat at Chipotle on
October 23! Spread the word!

REFUNDING:
Have you been saving your Box Tops and Coke Rewards? Our fall refunding contest has
started and will end on Monday, October 23. Participating in our refunding program provides our
school with additional funds that are used to offset the cost of supplies and activities for our
children. How can you help? All you have to do is clip Box Top coupons from products and send
them to school with your child. Make sure to attach the paper that was sent home stating how
many are being sent in and your
child's name, class, and grade. This helps us to make sure that your child's class receives the credit that
they deserve for the contest. The winning classroom will earn a prize of the teachers choice. Also be
sure to be sending in any unredeemed coke rewards as well. Thank you for your support of this
profitable and beneficial program.

AMAZON SMILE:
If you are an Amazon shopper, you can support our school by simply adding Ben Franklin
Eisenhower PTA as your chosen charity! Amazon will donate a percentage of sales back to us if
purchases are made thru the Amazon smile link. Bookmark the link below and use it when you
shop at Amazon. Share the link with family and friends!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-5576219

SHUTTERFLY: There is now a link to support our school if you shop
at Shutterfly as well! Use the link for our storefront when you place an
order thru Shutterfly, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to us!
http://bf-ike.shutterflystorefront.com/

Like us on Facebook!
Ben Franklin Eisenhower PTA
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