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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, MAY 2019
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
Thank you all for your cooperation and support in your child’s education. Let us thank God, too,
for the many graces and blessings we have received, as the 2018-19 school year comes to an end.

Please note the following dates and times on your calendar at home:
•

Thursday through Tuesday, May 30th – June 4th: SENIOR EXAMS
The Senior Exam Schedule is enclosed for the parents of seniors.

• Thursday, May 30th: Feast of the Ascension Mass, 12 noon, Church
All are invited to this Mass, which celebrates Jesus’ ascension into heaven after His
resurrection.
•

Friday, May 31st: Academic Excellence Awards for Grades 9-11, 1:15pm, Gym
These awards will be presented at a 1:15pm ceremony in the gym. Parents and families of
students in grades 9-11 are invited to attend.

•

Friday, May 31st: The Athletic Awards Dinner, 5:30pm, Gym
Our Student-Athletes will be honored for their hard work and success in boys’ and girls’
soccer, basketball and track & field competition. The parents and families of our studentathletes are invited.

•

Wednesday, June 5th: Senior Supper, 6:00pm at Madeira’s Restaurant, East Providence
The Senior Class celebrates its last week together with a meal, Senior Superlatives and a
video “walk down memory lane”. Faculty and staff are invited.

•

Thursday, June 6th: Senior Mass & Academic Convocation, 6:30pm, Church
The Senior Class celebrates its last Mass together, followed by the presentation of academic
excellence awards for the Senior Class of 2019. Seniors’ parents and families are invited.

•

Thursday through Tuesday, June 6-11: EXAMS, Grades 9-11 (Exam Schedule enclosed)

•

Saturday, June 8th: Class of 2019 Graduation Ceremony, 1:00pm, Church

•

Tuesday, June 11th: Last Day of Exams / School Year Ends

•

Tuesday, June 11th: Donnelly’s Uniform Fitting Day, 12:00 to 2:00pm
Flyers with details are enclosed. $20 deposit and 20% discount on all items ordered this day.
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Top Students
The Valedictorian for the Class of 2019 is Shakira DaGraca.
Shakira has earned a cumulative GPA of 4.0 and has earned
High Honors or Highest Honors in every academic quarter for
the past four years. Shakira was named Student of the Month in
October 2015, and is a member of the Student Council where
she served as Secretary her sophomore year, Treasurer her
junior year, and as President of Student Council this year. She
is a member of the National Honor Society, the National Art
Honor Society, the Girls’ Basketball team, and she served as a
Peer Mentor as a junior and a senior. Shakira has received
academic awards over the past three years for Excellence in
Mathematics, Art, Physical Education, Religion, Spanish,
History, and English, and she was the recipient of the 2018
St. Michael’s College Book Award. Shakira lives with her sister
in Pawtucket and will be attending Rhode Island College in the fall where she will pursue a
program in the sciences.
The Salutatorian of the class of 2019 is Angela Gonzalez. Angela has
earned a cumulative GPA of 3.67 and was a regular member of the
Honor Roll for the past four years. Angela is a member of the National
Honor Society, the National Art Honor Society, she served as a Peer
Mentor as a junior and a senior, and she was a member of the Spirit
Squad/Cheerleading team, the Track & Field team, and the Explore
Club. She was the recipient of the Excellence in English Award and the
2018 University of Rhode Island Book Award in her junior year.
Angela resides in Providence with her mother and will attend the
University of Rhode Island in the fall where she will study nursing.
The Mistress of Ceremonies for the
class of 2019 is Amy Hidalgo. As
one of the top students in her class,
Amy was selected to serve as M.C. at this year’s graduation
ceremony. Amy has earned a cumulative GPA of 3.45 and was
an Honor Roll student every academic quarter for the past four
years. She was the recipient of the award for Excellence in
Chemistry in her freshman year, and the awards for Excellence
in Biology and Technology in her sophomore year. Amy is a
member of the National Honor Society, the National Art
Honor Society, and is a two-time recipient of the Student of the
Month award, selected in October 2017 and in April 2018. She
was a member of the Student Council as a sophomore and
served as Vice President of the Student Council this year. She
was a Peer Mentor in her junior year, has been a member of
the Girls’ Basketball team for the past two seasons and was a member of the Track & Field team
in her junior year where she earned MVP honors. Amy lives with her family in Providence and
will attend Rhode Island College in the fall where she plans to study biology and pursue a degree
in medicine.
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New Applications for 2019-20

3rd Quarter Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following 39
students who achieved Honor Roll
status for the 3rd Quarter, 2018-19:
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0 and up)
Victoria Fuller, 11
Dulce Maria Flores, 11
Angelica James, 11
Moeisha Joseph, 11
Diego Cante, 10
Fernando Ibanez, 10
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Shakira DaGraca, 12
Dylan Kelly, 12
Isabel Arnaut, 11
Sebastian Perez, 11
Sofia DelaCruz, 10
Alicia Martinez, 10
Martha Salvatierra, 10
Oscar Cabral, 9
Daniela Morales, 9
Sofia Paiz, 9
Chasterin Peralta, 9
Nayelie Rodriguez, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
Amy Hidalgo, 12
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 12
Nathalie Martinez, 12
Leah Terceira, 12
Angel Benitez, 11
Taelyce DePina, 11
Cleia Monteiro, 11
Abisola Oladipo, 11
Daniel Cantara, 10
Jaylin Carty, 10
Ashley Diaz, 10
Rayanns Joseph, 10
Jose Trujillo, 10
Tahj Aime, 9
Edwin Hernandez-Zanella, 9
Kevin Hernandez, 9
Danielle Lanoue, 9
Nataly Larios, 9
Elijah Nsoah, 9
Shanely Reyes, 9
Arianna Taveras, 9

We continue to accept applications for the 2019-20 school year
for openings in grades 10 & 11. Next year’s 9th grade class is
full, though we are maintaining an active waiting list for those
who still wish to apply. If you know families who are interested
in applying for next year, please have them call us at 401-4219300 or direct them to our website at www.stpatsri.org.

Preparations for School Year, 2019-20
o A re-registration form is enclosed for those few current
students who have not yet re-registered for next year. Since
we are receiving applications for all grade levels, it is
important that you re-register your child now so that we can
save a seat for him/her.
o We remind all families registering for next year that you must
complete the online FACTS Grant and Aid form each year.
We use this information to determine your family’s need for
tuition assistance. You will need your 2018 W-2
wage statement from your employer to fill out the
online FACTS form. We will only be accepting the online
version of the FACTS form, which you can find
at www.factstuitionaid.com. For those who need assistance
completing the FACTS form, please call the school to make
an appointment with Mr. Raymond and we will tell you what
you need to bring with you. If you have a question or
problem, call us at 421-9300.
o Also, Deacon Stephen Raymond is in the process of
contacting parents to come in and sign your tuition
agreement for the 2019-2020 school year. If you have not
yet been contacted but would like to schedule a time to meet
with him, or if you have any questions, please feel free to
contact him at 401-421-9300, ext. 12.
Please be advised that if you have not completed a FACTS
financial aid application, it must be completed before a
tuition agreement can be signed.
o Textbooks: Soon you will be receiving
information about ordering textbooks for loan
from your city or town for the next school
year. If you are a resident of Providence or
East Providence, you do not need to do
anything regarding the loan of the textbooks
for your child. St. Patrick Academy deals
directly with those two school departments regarding student
textbooks.
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If you are a resident of a city or town other than Providence or East Providence, you must
contact your local public-school department and follow their instructions for obtaining the
textbook loans for your child. You will receive a list of all the books we will be using for
each subject. Your city or town will also receive this list. Each city or town does it
differently, so it is important that you contact your local school department.
o Bus Transportation: Students from school districts (i.e., Central
Falls, East Providence, Cranston, Johnston, North Providence,
Bristol) who are eligible to use the statewide transportation system
next year must request transportation through the statewide website
at: http://ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/AdditionalResources/Student
Transportation.aspx
The website is now open to take transportation requests for Fall 2019. Students who
currently ride the Statewide bus must also reapply. If you have problems with this
website or do not have access to a computer, please contact Statewide Busing at 401-2225024.
Pawtucket residents are encouraged to call the Pawtucket School Department at 401-7296312 or go to: http://pawtucket1.schooldesk.net/Departments/Student-Transportation

Student of the Month
Freshman James Colon was selected by a majority vote of the faculty as
April’s Student of the Month.
The Student of the Month award honors a student who reflects the best
attributes of St. Patrick Academy: Christian charity, respect for self and
others, positive attitude, consistent effort and successful or improving
academic performance.
Those teachers who nominated James did so to acknowledge his marked
improvement in academic performance during the second half of the
year, an achievement that one teacher called “remarkable.” “He has
achieved this goal through hard work, self-motivation, perseverance and
always with respect for his teachers and fellow students,” said another teacher.
James and his family reside in Providence.

Campus Ministry
On Friday, May 3rd, our seniors went to Putnam, CT, for their final spiritual class retreat. We
were very blessed to have Rev. Joseph Brice, assistant pastor at St. Augustine Parish, lead this
retreat. Our theme was ‘Keeping God present in our daily lives.’ The students had a wonderful
time with some deep sharing of their experiences from their past four years together.
Our school has been extremely blessed with the many donations we have received from
NACEPF – the North American Catholic Educational Fund. One of these generous gifts went
to the purchase of a food truck, which we will stock and use to feed the poor in our city. This
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truck will be going out every Friday evening to provide nutritious meals to the many of our
brothers and sisters who are less fortunate.

Guidance Office
This year has gone by so fast! It is hard to believe that our seniors will graduate in a couple of
weeks and will begin their new journey.
May 1st was the deadline for seniors across the country to decide which school they will attend in
the fall and to submit their deposit. Many of our seniors were accepted at multiple schools and
had a difficult decision to make. We are proud to say that our 20 seniors will be attending the
following six colleges and universities in the fall:
 The College of Mount Saint Vincent (NYC)
 Community College of Rhode Island
 Johnson & Wales University
 Regis College (MA)
 Rhode Island College
 University of Rhode Island
Earlier this year, the juniors received instructions on how to
create their College Board account; everyone should have created
their accounts by now. The College Board is where students will
register for the SAT’s, take practice SAT tests, get their scores,
and research colleges. It is a wonderful resource for students as
they navigate the college admissions process.
Juniors should begin working on their Common Application and visit colleges over the summer.
There is a great variety of state and private colleges and universities right here in Rhode Island.
These colleges vary in size with a wide diversity of academic programs that will give our
students a good indication of what they like and don’t like. It is not too early to start researching,
looking and visiting!

National Honor Society
Members of the National Honor Society and the SPARK Program
worked together to set up a surprise Easter Egg Hunt at the end
of the day, Friday, April 12th, just before Spring Break for the
entire student body. Eggs were hidden in various classrooms and
students traded them in for a sweet treat as they left school for
April vacation. Senior Nathalie Martinez poses with the eggs she
found during the hunt (photo, right).

Development Office
On Thursday, May 2nd, freshman Tahj Aime, sophomore Jaylin Carty, junior Isabel Arnaut,
senior Amanda Solano, and alumnus Gabriel Paiz, Class of 2014, joined Mrs. Ashley Proulx,
Mrs. Cara Massey, and Fr. James Ruggieri at an event sponsored by one of St. Patrick
Academy’s most enthusiastic donors and friends. The event sponsors generously introduced their
friends to St. Patrick Academy. Gabriel spoke about his experience at St. Patrick Academy and
how it prepared him for college, and our current students had the opportunity to speak with the
invited guests throughout the evening. We are grateful to our friends for sponsoring this event to
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help spread the word about the Academy to more potential donors, who were impressed by the
poise with which our students presented themselves.
At the upcoming Senior Mass & Academic Convocation on June 6th, we will be announcing the
recipients of three donor-funded college scholarships: The Christine C. Edge Memorial
Scholarship, The Picerne Family Grant, and the Fifty-Three: Five Scholarship. Thank you to
those donors who have made these scholarships possible.
We also wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to those donors who sponsored student scholarships
to St. Patrick Academy through our Adopt-A-Student program for the 2018-2019 school year.
We have already begun to receive Adopt-A-Student scholarships for the 2019-2020 school year
and are grateful to those donors who have already committed to sponsoring students for next
year.

Nurse’s Office
As we approach the end of the year, we would like to remind parents of
some house-keeping items.
1. Any student who has medication in the Nurse’s Office must come
to pick up their medication before the school year ends. Any
medication left in the office at the end of the day on June 11th will
be thrown out.
2. Please schedule your child's annual physical in advance. Every
student needs to have a physical each year and be up to date on
vaccinations to attend school.
3. If your child has any medications that need to be taken during the school day, please fill
out a medication administration form and attach any documentation from the
prescribing doctor including orders for giving the medication.
4. And last, please be safe this summer, wear helmets when riding bikes and scooters, wear
sunscreen, and stay hydrated!

Athletics News
The Track & Field team has completed its season and we send many thanks to Coaches John
Arcaro and Cailey McKenna for working with our boy’s and girls’ team this season. Standouts
for this year’s team include junior Victor Rodriguez in the 1,500 meter and long jump,
sophomore Crystal Quinonez and freshman Sofia Paiz in the 100 meter, senior Bensley Joseph
in the 100 and 200 meter, and the girls’ 4x100 meter relay team of Sofia Paiz, Chasterin
Peralta, Nacada Perry and Paola Perez-Hidalgo. GO PADRES!

Student Council
The Student Council organized our annual Spirit Week activities for the
week of May 20-24, which included dress-down days, Fine Arts Night, and
Field Day.
The dress-down days were designed around fun themes such as Pajama
Day, Twin Day, Disney Character Day and Throwback Thursday. Our Fine
Arts Night, coordinated by Art teacher Patrica Hart and Music teacher
David Skelly, featured students’ artwork, poetry readings, and musical
performances, including a special performance by alumnus Brooxana
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Pierre, Class of 2016 (photo, right). The Field Day included a variety of games and
competitions in the morning, followed by a hot-dog and hamburger lunch sponsored by Sodexo
and early dismissal.

Class Acts
The Juniors in Mrs. Farrales’ English 11 class just recently finished reading William
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The play is a comedy that ties together the themes
of love, dreams and magical realism. As a fun way to apply Shakespearean language and
understand the play, groups of students acted out brief scenes. The students memorized the lines
from the play but were allowed to present their scene from their own creative angle. They
created and used their own props and made their own costumes, all while staying true to the
author’s script.
Each senior in Fr. James Ruggieri’s Religion 12 class had to
plan, arrange and complete a 50-hour service project for the
year as a requirement for graduation. Students worked with the
elderly, elementary school students and in a variety of other
service venues. The final piece of their project was a class
presentation of their service experience, to which faculty, staff
and guests were invited. In the photo, Damarys Nuñez gave
her senior presentation on her experiences at Hispanic United
Development Organization (HUDO) and how it deeply
impacted her. She introduced her Site Supervisor, Ms. Emelda
Benitez, President, and presented her with flowers as a thank
you for her opportunity. Ms. Benitez shared with the class that
Damarys has become such an integral part of HUDO, first as an attendee and then as a volunteer,
that she is now a board member.
Juniors in Mrs. Proulx’s Holocaust Studies class wrapped up their
unit on the Nazi’s rise to power in 1930s Germany. Students studied
the rise in anti-Semitic legislation, then chose specific laws to further
research. Using primary source photographs from the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, they found photographs
connected to the law they researched. They then presented their
findings, focusing on how the law impacted Germany’s Jewish
population as well as the connection they made to the photograph they
chose. In the photo, Angelica James shares her project on a law that
implemented a boycott against Jewish businesses. She discussed her
personal connection to this photo and how she was shocked at the
difference between this boycott, which had a negative purpose, and
other boycotts that were meant to bring about positive change, such as
the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott in Alabama.
The sophomores in Mr. Esau’s Geometry class were assigned “The Kite Project” for the end of
May. Students are working in groups of two to construct a flyable kite. They must use their
knowledge of geometric shapes, angles and lines in developing their kite, as well as creativity.
The kites will be judged on flying ability, creativity, and other assessments such as:
• A detailed scaled drawing including shape, length, width, and angle measurements.
• A detailed listing of materials that will be used.
• Detailed steps of its construction.
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•
•
•

A video presentation of each student flying their kite.
A paragraph about what was easy, difficult, and what they learned.
List of sources used in research and/or construction.

Freshmen in Mrs. Summers’ English 9 class worked in cooperative groups to analyze one of five
different poems from our poetry anthology. The groups then were split up and re-mixed into new
groups of five, so that each group of five had an expert on a different poem. Each “expert” then
taught the rest of the group about that poem. Students get a lot out of this activity because they
get to closely examine one poem, and then also hear about four other poems. It also helps them
develop leadership skills, because they have to teach their classmates about the poem from their
original group.
Juniors in Mrs. Proulx’s U.S. History II Honors class have started
studying the Great Depression of the 1930s, and to start the unit,
they participated in a simulation of buying and selling stocks, trying
to make a profit, to better understand how speculation in the Stock
Market helped create a climate in which the Great Depression could
occur. Students were given a prospectus of a variety of companies,
then participated in rounds of buying and selling stock, with each
round giving them new yearly information about the companies’
progress or regression. Ultimately the last round, taking place in
1929, saw the stock market crash, and many students lost money
they’d earned in earlier rounds. In the photo, left, Taelyce DePina
buys and sells stock with a “stockbroker” during one round. We
thank Mrs. Farrales and Mrs. Massey for volunteering their time to
play the stockbrokers.
The seniors went on their Senior Class Trip, Friday, May 17th, at the annual Senior Night at Six
Flags New England. Using funds they had raised throughout the year from car-washes, the
Snack Store and other initiatives, they enjoyed dinner, games, and all the
rides they desired, as the park was closed to only graduating seniors and
chaperones for the evening. The class had a blast on everything from the
swings to the Superman rollercoaster!
This year’s Senior-Junior Prom was held on Friday, May 10, at Riviera
Restaurant in East Providence with more than 30 attendees from the two
classes. Alumnus Nyree Sylvia, Class of 2018, was the photographer,
and current seniors Damarys Nuñez, Paola Perez-Hidalgo and Shakira
DaGraca arrived early to set up and decorate. Fun was had by all, with
lots of laughs, dancing, and selfies from the dance floor! A big thank you
to Mrs. Ashley Proulx for heading up the planning committee, and to
Mr. Daigle, Mr. Toste, Mrs. Farrales, Mrs. Cipriano, Ms. Rogers,
Mr. Esau and Mrs. Noelte for chaperoning! Pictured here are seniors
Wilianies Guzman and Angela Gonzalez sharing a dance.

Faculty & Staff News
A few of our faculty and staff will be leaving St. Patrick Academy at the end of this school year.
We are, as always, deeply grateful for their service and for their dedication, professionalism and
commitment to the spiritual, personal and academic growth of our students.
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In addition to Mrs. Mary Cipriano, whose retirement was announced last month in the April
Newsletter, we bid farewell and Godspeed to our departing colleagues:
 Mrs. Kelly DeBlois, Guidance Director. After almost six years at St. Patrick’s, where she
singlehandedly built the Guidance Office into a premier resource for our college-bound
students, Kelly will be leaving to work in college admissions for a private company.


Mrs. Janice Johnston, Development Assistant. Janice began at St. Patrick’s in 2013 and has
been the anchor in that office since her arrival. She is leaving to take on a data-entry position
with a private company.


Ms. Marlyn Batista, Religion teacher. After two years with us as
a teacher, homeroom teacher and student favorite, Marlyn is
leaving to begin a three-year post-graduate degree in theology at
Notre Dame University in Indiana.



Mrs. Rebeca Farrales, English teacher. Rebeca will be moving
on after her first year of teaching at St. Patrick’s to a new teaching
position next year.



Ms. Nola Palombo, Physics teacher (photo, left). After saving the
Physics class as its third teacher in a year, Nola will be completing
her student-teaching experience at Hope High School this fall.

New Website Address
Remember - we have changed our website address (URL) from www.stpatrickacademyri.com to
the simpler and easier www.stpatsri.org – don’t forget the “.org” at the end! The website itself
has not changed, except for informational updates.

If you have any questions or issues as we head into the last few weeks of the year, please be sure
to call us at 401-421-9300.
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Principal
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