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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends in Christ,
The first reading today from the Book of Kings and the
Gospel of Mark, both speak about a poor widow giving of
herself whatever the Lord asked of her. In the first reading,
even though she was not a Jew, she still did as Elijah
requested of her, despite the fact she had only a little flour
in her jug for herself and her son. She listened to his
request and trusted in this man of God. As a result, she had
full and plenty for an entire year for her family. The same
can be said of the widow in the Gospel. Jesus observed her
giving her last few coins to the treasury, and commented
that she gave more than all the rich who gave from their
surplus wealth. Both widows sacrificed everything they had
for the Lord, and both were rewarded in return.
Years ago, I remember one Sunday afternoon visiting a
parishioner; a single mom and her teenage son. They lived
in a guest house at the back of a rundown home in a poorer
part of our great city of Los Angeles. When I entered
their sparsely furnished accommodations, I was greeted
with such joy, smiles, and laughter. I was treated like a
king, and given a seat at their table. The mom commented
she didn't have a lot of food to share, just one pot of rice. I
was somewhat embarrassed because I had just come from a
very nice lunch at a local restaurant, and here was a mother
who was willing to share her last bowl of rice with me,
even before she offered it to her son or herself. I was
treated with so much respect that I felt that this was an
example of the love Jesus tells us about, our love for one
another, our love for our neighbor, our love which is God’s
love.
That day, I decided to go out and buy groceries for them. I
filled their cupboards with food as a result of their big
sacrifice in offering their last bowl of rice to me. This is
what Jesus is talking about in the Gospel today, giving
from your heart, soul, and mind. Give not knowing the
outcome. Give without conditions. The widow in the first
reading did exactly the same. It was a big risk for her to
cook that cake of bread for Elijah, but she did it all the
same, trusting in a God who always protects and saves.
As Catholic Christians, our thrust in life should be the
exact same. When you give from your surplus, you will
never experience the sacrifice, you don't need to risk
anything, no burden is involved. When you give, knowing
that maybe you will have to sacrifice, then that always
makes it more difficult to give from the heart, soul, and
mind. Giving like that is a challenge, it wakes us up to the
notion that there is something bigger out there, that it’s not
just about me, me, me!!!
God rewarded that friend of mine and her son with a
prosperity that she never imagined as a single mother. God
rewarded her son with a college education and a good
career for the future. Everything is possible once you trust
in God. But if your goal is always finding fault in others
who are different than you, who think differently than you,
then when will you ever take a risk to help another who
might really need your help right now!!!

November is traditionally the month we remember our
dead. Please fill in the envelopes provided in the pews to be
part of our Novena of Masses for all our deceased. If you
have time, please visit your local cemetery and pray for
your dead, and all those who have passed on who may have
no one to pray for them.
Thanks to all our catechists, teachers, and faith coaches
who share their faith with our kids, teenagers, and adults
throughout the parish. You are filled group of individuals,
and I am constantly impressed by your energy, your faith,
and your love of those searching for God.
Please remember all our elderly, those homebound and in
rest homes, we love you all. Thanks to our Ministers of the
Eucharist for visiting them every Sunday. God bless you in
this very worthwhile ministry.
I have been here in your parish for over two months now
and I want to thank you all for the beautiful welcome you
have given me. Moving from a parish as a priest to another
is never easy, but your hospitality, your friendship, your
strong faith and spirituality is so inspiring to me, thank
you!
I formed two councils Financial and Parish Advisory over
the last two months and both are so committed to building
up this faith filled parish. This weekend I want to introduce
you to the Advisory Council, this group of parishioners
have been gathering at meetings practically weekly
advising me on your parish with an emphasis to increasing
new members in the church.
Here are the members of the Parish Advisory Council.
Co-Chairs: Tony McKeon & Renee Salvador
Members: Rob Eagan, Cathy Hoover, Steve Lang, Renee
Salvador, Anna Marie Sharkany, Tom Silva, Mary Silva,
Janis Krantz, Patti Strait, Steve Shanklin, Patricia
Holmquist, Mary Ellen Faubert, Deacon Roger Faubert,
Father Gerard O'Brien
Next weekend members of this council will be conducting
an in-pew survey at all the Masses to give you the
parishioners of Our Lady of Refuge a voice. We want to
hear from you!
Please come to one of the masses next weekend and invite
your friends .
Thank you so much for your presence at Mass this
weekend.
Special thanks to our Altar Servers who serve with
distinction on the sanctuary.
To our lectors who proclaim the Word of God, a sacred
ministry, thank you.
To our Ministers of the Holy Eucharist who have the
privilege of distributing The Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ, thank you for your reverence.

November 11, 2018
Thank you parents for bringing your children to church.
Thank you teenagers and young adults for your presence
here.
In peace and love,
Fr. Gerard
“ Let us commit ourselves with prayer and action to
distance our hearts, our words and our deeds from
all violence in order to take care of our common
home.” - Pope Francis

Parish News
Thanksgiving Day Mass November 22 at 9:30
a.m. Let us come together to count our many
blessings and to share with others who are in the
needs of our blessings. PLEASE bring bags of nonperishable food items that we can bring to Catholic
Charities to share with others. ~Blessings, Deacon
Roger
DECEMBER 8, Saturday, 7 pm POTLUCK
PARTY to celebrate Fr. Gerard’s 60th Birthday.
Committee will meet again on Saturday, the 17th 2pm.
Please join us in OLR Cafeteria. Amy will be out of
town for the weekend. There will be no dance practice
nor dance
lessons. Please email Penny Flint if
information is needed Pennyflint53@gmail.com

Young Adult Ministry (YAM) We invite those
between 18-30 years old interested in learning,
challenging and deepening their faith to attend a
meeting on Sunday, December 19. Time and place TBA.
Please email maryw.olr@gmail.com if interested.

OLR St. Vincent de Paul Testimony:
I have been blessed to be a member of
OLR SVdP since it was started in our parish
in 2010. I have learned that serving those less
fortunate is God-driven. God calls you to donate so we
may bring the comfort of Christ to all the friends-inneed we visit.
We have been able to help many desperate people and
made a difference in their lives. The people we visit stay
in our hearts, we think about them and pray for them.
This ministry is not easy, but we are following Christ’s
call step by step.
I am sincerely grateful for your generosity. Be assured
your donations are given to the poor with a sincere heart
and the love of Christ. May we all receive God’s
blessings for serving others. ~Lynn McCormick

Sunday
8:00 am
9:30
11:30
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Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

11/11/18
Consolacion Wendam (RIP)
Segundo Buranday (RIP)
Jerry Laurin (RIP)
All Souls in Purgatory

Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.

Martina Mendoza Marquez (RIP) Lucy Anderson
OLR Parishioners
Polyana Carneiro
Suaray Family (Int)
Robert DeCoudres
Monday 11/12/18
Andrea Diego
8:00 am Dwayne Schneider (RIP)
Virginia Ellis
Tuesday 11/13/18
Roger Frost
8:00 am James Gregory (RIP)
Tim Garland
Silvia Urias (RIP)
John King
Leo Park
Wednesday 11/14/18
Brenda Meicht
8:00 am Pablo Pedilla (RIP)
Rodney Meyer
Vera Zuniga (RIP)
Diana Mortensen
Thursday 11/15/18
Lupe Montalvo
8:00 am Romie Centeno (RIP)
Daisy Ordoveza
Friday
11/16/18
Betty Perkins
8:00 am Jessa Diego (Int)
Juliana Quickel
Rex Hoover (Int)
Terry Quintanilla
Lucy Espinoza (Int)
Joshua Thomas
Suaray Family (Int)
Seberger
Saturday 11/17/18
Marco Solano

5:30 pm

8:00 am Rosie DeSiato (RIP)
All Souls in Purgatory
5:30 pm OLR Parishioners
Fr. Kieran Kleczewski (Int)

Office closed on Monday, November 12 in
observance of Veterans’ Day.
Attention Liturgical Ministers All ministers in the
parish must be VIRTUS trained and up to date with their
certificates. If you are not, please call Fr. Gerard in the
rectory.

Mass Intentions minimum is $10 as of this date. Also

from now on we will have 3 intentions per Mass so we
can include every request. Thank you for your
understanding.

Miscellaneous
Surviving the Holidays The thought of facing the

Thanksgiving and Christmas season can be
overwhelming for anyone who is grieving the loss of a
loved one. To respond to this need, St. Bartholomew
Church, 5100 E. Broadway Avenue in Long Beach, will
host a gathering called “Surviving the Holidays” on
Tuesday, November 13, from 7 – 9 p.m. This evening
will include a video presentation, prayer, and
conversation about preparing for and participating in the
holidays. Sr. Mary Dean Pfahler and Bernadette Tellez
will facilitate the session. To register, please contact Sr.
Mary Dean at MDPfahlerSND@la-archdiocese.org or
419-304-8530. For more information, go to
www.griefshare.org/holidays.

OLR Principal's Corner
Dear Parish Community,
Every week at OLR Catholic School seems to be even more
exciting than the previous week. There was no school for
students last Monday. They had the ability to rest up and store
some extra energy for Halloween. That was not the case for
the teachers, though. We hosted a Professional Development
focused on Strengthening Mathematics Instruction for 8
schools in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Our guests were
warmly greeted by Fr. Gerard who popped in to thank the
teachers for all that they do for Catholic education. It is a
worthy vocation.
They were greatly appreciative of his
message. The faculty and staff dressed up as super heroes for
Halloween. I believe they are super heroes every day, even
when you can't see their costumes or battle gear. We had our
annual Halloween parade and dance party. Thank you to DJ
Ernie who made it all happen. The junior high had their 1st
dance of the school year (and the 1st time for the 6th graders).
It was a fun day for all. Our 4th grade saints led us in prayer
and song at the 8:15 AM Mass on Nov. 1st. They were
amazing! Thanks to Mrs. Goryachev and Mrs. Chappell for
preparing them for the liturgy. The 4th grade acted out a
Living Saints Gallery in the auditorium, for the remainder of
the day. Yes, they were saints for the entire day! The 4th
graders, in costume and in character, taught the school children
and adults about the saints they chose to research. It was
beautiful. Our week ended with the Varsity Flag Football
Play-off Game on Saturday. It was a nail-biter! They won in
overtime (9-8) or (10-8) we are a little fuzzy on the ending
score. We wish them well in Round 2, on Saturday, Nov.
10th. If you want to see this amazing school for yourself,
please schedule a tour (562)597-0819.
Blessings, Mrs. Holmquist

OLR Student Corner
Last week was extra exciting as we celebrated All Saints Day!
We went to Mass on All Saints Day and the fourth graders
were a choir dressed up as Saints. Later in the afternoon we
went to the Hall and visited the Living Saints Gallery Museum
where we got to walk around and visit the saints. The fourth
graders shared their posters and taught us all about the saint
they researched and dressed up as. We learned about St.
George who slayed the dragon and Jesus' cousin St. John the
Baptist who baptized Jesus and got his head chopped off. We
also learned about St. Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Michael, St.
Bernadette, St. Jerome, St. Benedict and St. Nicholas, just to
name a few. It was awesome! In third grade we have been
learning all about multiplication in math. In social studies, we
have been learning about the coastal, mountain, desert and
valley regions on California and the different Native American
Tribes that lived in each region. In PE we have been learning
how to play basketball and practicing our dribbling skills.
Peace, Ava & Madison, 3rd Grade

Priest Schedule
11/11/18

11/18/18

11/25/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Fr. Bill

Archdiocese News
Did you know?

Scope Out Your Surroundings while Children Play
Parks are great places for children to play freely, test
limits, and make new friends. But because they're such
popular play zones, that makes them attractive spots for
predators. Parents can take concrete steps to ensure their
children's safety when they go to local parks and
playgrounds. Take note of the people around you-especially adults who are alone in the area, on the
playground or in nearby cars. Notice the families nearby
and keep track of who is playing with your child. Paying
attention to your surroundings can help you more fully
enjoy your time with your children, all while keeping
them safe. For a copy of the complete VIRTUS article
"Scope out your surroundings while children play," visit
http:la-archdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/VIRTUSCurrent-Online-Articles.aspx
Prepare for the Sacraments
Baptisms Thank you for baptizing your child. We have a
program of preparation. By appointment only. Please contact
the office.
Marriages Engaged couples: Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in the Holy Sacrament of
Matrimony. Six months of preparation is required by the
Catholic Church. Please call the office to schedule an
appointment 6 months prior to the proposed wedding date.
Our Lady of Refuge Church,
Long Beach, CA
Established 1948

Have you Remembered
Our Lady of Refuge Church or School
in your Will or Trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A
Corporation Sole, for the benefit of Our Lady of Refuge
Church (or School), Long Beach, California.

