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Kelly Miller Does It Again!
Kelly Miller Elementary has been honored for the second time with the National SupportMusic Merit Award
from The NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education. Kelly Miller is the only
elementary school in South Carolina to receive this prestigious award out of 135 schools nationwide. The
SupportMusic Merit Award recognizes individual schools that demonstrate outstanding achievement in
efforts to provide music access and education to all students. This award recognizes that Kelly Miller is
leading the way with learning opportunities as outlined in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ESSA
recommends music and the arts as important elements of a well-rounded education for all children. “We are
extremely proud of this recognition and strive to continue to inspire excellence in academics and the arts
with a growth mindset! I am so grateful to have an entire school dedicated to this mission and vision for our
students, parents and community. We are looking forward to the expansion of our arts and science program
opportunities with the addition of our new classrooms” said Principal Kathy Woodard.
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From the Office of Principal Woodard
Welcome Royal KMES Families! Home of the TIGERS where we inspire excellence in academics and the arts with a
Growth Mindset! We are off to a great start and excited about continuing our school-wide initiatives. Our new faculty
members are quickly settling in and bring much enthusiasm and excitement to our team. I am pleased to announce
that our school is, once again, being recognized for providing phenomenal music in education with the Support Music
Merit Award. Kelly Miller is the ONLY elementary school in the state to receive this national recognition out of 135
schools nationwide. We are also seeing our students grow academically in reading and math school-wide. Thank you
for your support with ensuring your child(ren) arrive on time, complete homework and take advantage of Academic
Jumpstart Early Bird Tutoring. Yes, even my darling 3 year olds are enjoying Early Bird TutoringJ! Additionally, we will
continue to focus on school-wide strategies for positive behaviors as we maintain our high expectations through the
implementation of Ron Clark’s E ssential 55 Rules a nd the “Our House” mentoring teams for discovering the successful
student in EVERY CHILD.
Educational research shows that one of the most important characteristics of an effective school is building strong
home-school relationships. Kelly Miller Elementary Faculty, Staff and Administrators welcome your involvement and
seek to continue strong home-school relationships. I am always proud to brag about the awesome families that
support our remarkable faculty and staff. It is because of our Families and dedicated Faculty and Staff that we are a
school of “Operational Excellence with a Growth Mindset!” Thanks for coming out to “Meet and Greet” and I hope to
see you at “Parent/Teacher Conferences” on Wednesday, September 19 from 4-7 p.m. I look forward to another
AWESOME year as we continue to “Inspire Excellence in Academics and the Arts with a Growth Mindset!”
In partnership,
Mrs. Kathy R. Woodard, M.Ed.
Principal
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Warning Signs: Closes or covers one eye
Squints
Blinks more than usual
Has headaches
Rubs eyes frequently
Holds books or other objects too close
Possible Effects of Poor Vision: Difficulty paying attention
Bad grades

Misbehavior

Difficulty playing sports

If you think your child may have a vision problem please notify the nurse at any time.

Parent’s Right to Know
As a parent of a student at Kelly Miller Elementary School, you have the Right to Know the professional qualifications of the
classroom teachers and instructional assistants who instruct your child. Federal law allows you to ask for the following
information about your child’s classroom teachers and requires the District to give you this information in a timely manner:
Whether the teacher is certified to teach the subjects and/or grade levels the teacher is teaching.
Whether the teacher’s certificate is a waiver or substandard certificate.
The teacher’s academic major, graduate degrees, if any, and the teacher’s certification area.
If you would like to receive this information, please write the;
Personnel Department
Fairfield County School District
PO Box Drawer 622
Winnsboro, SC 29180
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School Counseling Corner

Hello Royal Families! My name is Robin Shirley and I am the School Counselor at KMES. This is my fifth
year and I absolutely love this school. I am here to help students with their academic, social, personal and
career needs. I love working with children and I look forward to an amazing year.
The character trait word for the month of September is Responsibility. Responsibility is the
obligation to carry forth assigned task. It is imperative that students understand the importance of
responsibility. Please continue to encourage your children to be responsible.
Classroom Guidance lessons have started. Each student will receive lessons each week that are
designed to empower and encourage students to succeed. Students will receive the following lessons in
September. Throughout the month, students in Child Development through Sixth grade will be receiving
lessons in Listening Skills, Goal Setting, Responsibility, Being Mindful of Words and Careers. Sixth grade
students will receive lessons on Time Management, Organization and Study Skills.
If you are not signed up for Parent Portal, please contact me. Parent Portal allows you access to view
your child’s attendance and grades.
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Second Grade
Students in 2nd Grade had an awesome first week of community building and getting to know each other! Each student brought
a paper bag that contained different things that described themselves to share with the class!
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Third Grade
Third grade is off to a busy start! Students have been working hard! In social studies, students have been
learning about the state of South Carolina. Students have learned the cities and rivers of our state, including
their location on the map, as well as the characteristics. Students worked in groups to create posters
showing illustrations of physical features
found in our state. This has led students to
our study of the regions of South Carolina
and how humans and land interact.
Students are looking forward to learning all
about our state and its history in third
grade social studies!
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Sixth Grade
Sixth Grade is excited to be back to school with our amazing scholars! Summer vacation is a distant memory
and now it’s a refreshing return to a growth mindset for learning and growing for the 2018-19 school year!
The hard work that we will put in together starting from the beginning will definitely yield positive results at
the end. We are focused and ready! As we incorporate Ron Clark’s Essential 55 in our daily practice, along
with the integration of the arts, we have planned for an eventful learning experience. We invite parents and
the community to partnership with us as we take our students to the next level.

DANCE
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From the Media Center
There are many great ways to help build your child’s reading skills! Reading with your child every day can be hard to fit into
busy schedules but there are many everyday activities that involve reading .
-Making a grocery list
-Following a recipe to make a meal
-Together at bedtime
-Watch the Great American Read on PBS - talk to your child about your favorite
books, watch together

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
-SC State Library - free for all SC residents
http://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/get-library-card
-Fairfield County Public Library
https://fairfieldcountylibrary.com/
The bookmobile will be visiting KMES soon - have your library card ready!

KMES Second Graders give this 2018-2019 Children’s Book Award
nominee 5 out of 5 paws

Look out for another review in next month’s newsletter

Stay in the Know with
KMES Remind
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Welcome to another exciting year of teaching and learning at KMES! As a parent we know you want to stay abreast of the
school’s activities, but you also have a busy schedule that doesn’t always allow you to have time to try to locate the latest flyer
or calendar detailing upcoming events at the school. With that being said, we are inviting you to join Principal Woodard’s
2018-19 Remind Group to help keep you informed about KMES activities such as school performances, meetings, testing dates,
weather emergencies, and school cancellations. Remind is a free service that lets us send quick messages via text, push
notifications, or email to everyone involved with the school. We’ll be able to stay in touch without revealing our personal
contact information. Signing up for Remind is easy.
A. If you have a smart phone, get push notifications.
On your smart iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the following link:
rmd.at/tiger247
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.

B. If you don’t have a smart phone, get text notifications.
Text the message @
 tiger247 to the number 81010. If you have trouble with 81010 try texting @tiger247 to
(956)627-1760.
*standard text message rates apply.

C. If you don’t have a mobile phone, you can go to rmd.at/tiger247 on a desktop computer and sign up for email notifications.

Stay informed of the events and happenings at KMES with Remind! We are a school of Operational Excellence with a Growth
Mindset!

Harold D. Sturgis
Assistant Principal
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Rocking & Reading with Grandparents
In honor of National Grandparents Day,

Kelly Miller Elementary invited Grandparents to come and read to our students.
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Coach’s Corner
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Attendance Matters for Success in School and Life

Good attendance helps children do well in school and eventually in the workplace. Good attendance matters
for school success, starting as early as prekindergarten and throughout elementary school, and helps
students stay on the path to academic success. Absences represent lost opportunities to learn in the
classroom. Regardless of whether absences are excused or unexcused, they can affect learning. Sporadic, not
just consecutive, absences matter. Before you know it, just missing two days a month can add up to missing
10 percent of the school year and lead to your child being chronically absent. Prevent absences whenever
possible.

Contact Us
Kelly Miller ELementary School
255 Kelly Miller Rd.
Winnsboro, SC 29180
(803) 635-29161
www.kme.fairfield.k12.sc.us
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