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Susan B.
Anthony
(1820-1906)

Susan B. Anthony was born on
February 15, 1820 in Adams,
Massachusetts. Anthony’s family
was very active in the reform
movements of the day. They
worked to end slavery in the
abolitionist movement, and the
fight against alcohol in the
temperance movement. Anthony
dedicated her life to the women’s
suffrage movement. Along with
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she
founded the National American
Women Suffrage Association and
the American Equal Rights
Association. In 1868 Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
established the political weekly,
The Revolution, that lobbied for

women’s rights. Anthony
toured the country making
speeches on women’s rights.
She was arrested, convicted and
fined for voting in Rochester,
New York. Anthony tried to
turn her trial and conviction into
political gains for the women’s
suffrage movement. In
recognition of her hard work
and dedication to the women’s
rights movement, the U.S.
Treasury Department put
Anthony’s portrait on one dollar
coins in 1979, making her the
first woman to be so honored.
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The Black
Panthers

The Black Panthers (originally
named the Black Panther Party
for Self Defense) was a radical
group in the 1960’s that
advocated armed self-defense and
a revolutionary agenda to
immediately end black
oppression. The more radical
approach of the Black Panthers
was dramatically different from
the nonviolent approach of Martin
Luther King, Jr.. The founder,
Huey Newton, chose the panther
as part of the group’s name
because of its powerful image.
While the Black Panthers did
advocate a more militant
approach than did Dr. King, they
also advocated self-sufficiency

for African Americans including
employment and decent housing.
Some of their activities were
designed to better their
communities by providing
daycare centers, medical clinics,
and other services.
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César Chavez
(1927-1993)

César Chavez, born in 1927, was
successful in organizing the
migrant farm workers union to
defend Hispanic migrant workers.
He was influenced by childhood
events. His family lost their farm
in the Great Depression, and
César traveled with his parents as
they became migrant workers.
His experiences with
discrimination led him toward
nonviolent protest and
organizations to help the plight of
migrant workers. Mr. Chavez,
along with Dolores Huerta,
organized the United Farm
Workers Organizing Committee.
In 1965, he was instrumental in
organizing a nationwide boycott

of grapes after owners of the
vineyards refused to work with
the union. Mr. Chavez died in
1993 and in 1994 was awarded
the Presidential Medal of
Freedom posthumously.
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W.E.B. DuBois
(1868-1963)

W.E.B. DuBois was a leader in
the struggle for civil rights for
African Americans in the first
years of the 20th century. In
1895, he became the first African
American to receive a PH.D from
Harvard. DuBois broke from
Booker T. Washington’s
philosophy which preached that
African Americans should work
hard for economic gain and the
respect of whites, even though it
might mean they had to endure
discrimination for the time being.
DuBois believed Washington’s
philosophy would perpetually
continue the oppression of
African Americans. In 1903,
DuBois published perhaps his

most famous book, The Souls of
Black Folks. In 1909, he helped
create the NAACP (National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People). His later PanAfricanism ideas were based on
the belief that people of African
descent from all over the world
should unite to fight oppression.
When he left the NAACP in
1934, he favored complete
black separatism. After moving
to Ghana, he became a citizen
of Ghana and a member of the
Communist Party. He died in
Ghana on August 27, 1963, the
eve of the March on
Washington.
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Orval Faubus
(1910-1994)

Orval Faubus, born in 1910,
served as the Democratic
Governor of Arkansas from 1955
to 1967, longer than any other
governor in Arkansas history. He
gained national attention in 1957
when he ordered the Arkansas
National Guard to stop nine
young African Americans from
integrating Little Rock Central
High School. He defended his
actions by saying that he was
seeking to maintain order and the
status quo. Some believe that he
supported segregation for
political reasons. Segregationists
were making a strong showing in
the polls, indicating that
moderates would not be

successful in winning office.
President Eisenhower
eventually sent U. S. Army
troops to Little Rock to enforce
court directed integration and to
protect the nine African
American students. Faubus died
in 1994.
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Betty Friedan
(1921-2006 )

Betty Friedan, a writer and
activist born in 1921, was
instrumental in creating the
National Organization for
Women and is given credit for
the modern women’s movement.
In 1963 her book The Feminine
Mystique was published. It
detailed the plight of women and
their lack of personal fulfillment.
She attributed this to the fact that
women were judged on the
successes of their husbands and
children and not on their own
merits. Later, she was a key
leader in the struggle for passage
of the Equal Rights Amendment,
and after it failed she lobbied the
Equal Employment Opportunity

Commission to support laws that
prohibited sex discrimination in
the workplace.
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Dr. Hector P. Garcia Papers,
Special Collections & Archives,
Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi Bell Library

Hector P.
Garcia
(1914-1996)

Hector P. Garcia moved to Texas
as a young man when his family
fled the Mexican Revolution. He
attended the University of Texas
and earned his medical degree in
Galveston, Texas. He served in
the Medical Corps during World
War II where he was stationed in
the European theater. The
discrimination against Mexican
Americans that he witnessed
during the war led him to found
the American GI forum. It’s
original focus was to increase
veterans’ benefits for Mexican
Americans but later broadened its
focus to include education, public
housing, and other policy areas.
For this community service and

activism, Mr. Garcia was
awarded the American Medal of
Freedom in 1984. He was the
first Mexican American to
receive this honor.
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Marcus Garvey
(1887-1940)

Born in Jamaica, Marcus Garvey
became the first African
American to speak openly and
publicly about African
nationalism. He believed the only
way African Americans were
going to achieve equality was to
return to Africa and build a great
nation of their own. He began to
work to achieve this by acquiring
a ship line known as the Black
Star Line. He hoped to use this
line to transport African
Americans to their new home.
He often gave speeches on the
street corners of Harlem
expressing his views. Because
of his beliefs, he came under
investigation by the BOI (Bureau

of Investigation) which later
became the FBI. The BOI
believed he was a dangerous
radical. Later civil rights
leaders Malcolm X and Martin
Luther King Jr. used his
writings and speeches in the
civil rights movement. Even
though both men disagreed
about the way equality should
be achieved, they believed that
Garvey was a model of a man
who attempted to instill a sense
of pride and dignity in African
Americans. Today, allusions
to Garvey and his influence can
be found in pop culture musical
genres such as hip-hop, blues,
jazz, and reggae.
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Dolores
Huerta
(1930- )

Dolores Huerta, born in 1930, left
her job as a teacher to become a
leading civil rights activist. She
had witnessed the poverty and
hunger of youngsters and felt that
she could do more by organizing
movements that would help
provide more rights for immigrant
workers. She cofounded the
United Farm Workers of America
in 1962 along with César Chavez.
Three years later she directed the
national grape boycott that would
resulted in the California grape
industry agreeing to the collective
bargaining rights of workers. In
1972 she chaired the Democratic
national convention.
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Martin Luther
King, Jr.
(1929-1968)

Martin Luther King, Jr., born in
1929, graduated from Morehouse
College in 1948 and then went on to
receive his Doctor of Divinity degree
from Boston University in 1955. In
1954 he became the pastor of the
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama. In that
same year he became a member of
the Executive Committee of the
NAACP and in 1957 was elected
President of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. This
organization took its ideals from
Christianity and its techniques from
Gandhi. Dr. King’s writings had a
significant impact on the civil rights
movement. His “Letter from
Birmingham Jail” outlined why civil
disobedience was the best method

for achieving civil rights. His “I
Have a Dream” speech, given in
1963 on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
provided a national stage for the
struggle. Media coverage of this
speech allowed the nation to see
that this struggle was one that was
supported by people of all races
and religions. It also showed Dr.
King’s eloquence and leadership.
At the age of 35, in 1964 Dr. King
became the youngest man in
history to receive the Nobel Peace
Prize. Dr. King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tennessee, in 1968.
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Lester Maddox
(1915-2003)

Lester Maddox, born in Georgia in
1915, grew up in a working class
family. Experiencing poverty during
his childhood, he quit high school
and went into the domestic
workforce during World War II. He
became upset about what he saw as
inefficiency and waste in the
workforce. He opened his own
restaurant, the Pickrick Cafeteria. As
the owner of the Pickrick Cafeteria
in Georgia, Maddox challenged the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 by refusing
to desegregate. When he lost his
challenge in court, he chose to close
his restaurant rather than
desegregate. Media coverage of his
defiance of the act provided him
with publicity. Always interested in
politics, Mr. Maddox ran as the
Democratic candidate for governor

in 1966. Once elected, many
feared that his segregationist ideas
might negatively influence the
state. As it turned out, some of the
policies of his administration
benefited many African
Americans. One of the most
controversial events of his term
was his decision not to lower the
flags to half staff following the
assassination of Martin Luther
King, Jr. His rationale for this was
that he feared riots in his state.
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Thurgood
Marshall
(1908-1993)

Thurgood Marshall was the nation’s
first African American Supreme
Court Justice and a leader in the civil
rights movement. Marshall was born
in 1908 in Baltimore to an interracial
family. Growing up, he knew what it
was like to be discriminated against
in housing, education, and jobs. He
believed that all people were created
equal, and fought for new
protections for women, children,
prisoners, and the homeless. As an
attorney, Marshall was in a unique
position to influence how laws were
understood. One of his most
memorable clients was Rosa Parks.
She was the African American
woman who in 1955 refused to move
to the back of the bus when ordered
to in Montgomery, Alabama. That

was the beginning of the U.S. civil
rights movement. Thurgood
Marshall also represented Linda
Brown in the Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas case.
In that case, the Supreme Court
agreed with Marshall that separate
schools for African Americans
were inherently unequal, and
therefore, a violation of the equal
protection clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Marshall was
appointed a Justice of the United
States Supreme Court in 1967.
While he was a justice, he
participated in many decisions
that further assured equal
treatment of all people.
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Rosa Parks
(1913-2005)

Rosa Parks is best known as the
“Mother of the Civil Rights
Movement.” Rosa was born in 1913
in Tuskeegee, Alabama. As a child,
she and her family lived on her
grandparents’ farm. Rosa grew up in
a time when African Americans were
treated with disrespect just because
of their race. She entered the first
grade in a segregated school with
over 50 children in her class and one
teacher. The school went up to sixth
grade and was open for only five
months of the year rather than nine.
In 1955 it was a law in Alabama
that African Americans had to sit at
the back of the bus if there were
Anglo passengers needing seats.
One day Rosa was taking the bus
home from work. She was sitting in

the middle section of the bus when
a white man boarded the bus. The
driver told Rosa to move to the
back, but she refused, and was
arrested. Angry African
Americans began a boycott and
refused to use public
transportation, forcing the bus
company out of business. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott was the
beginning of the civil rights
movement which led to the
landmark civil rights legislation of
the 1960’s.
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Phyllis Schlafly
(1924 - 2016)

Phyllis Schlafly, an attorney born
in 1924, was an outspoken
opponent of what she considered
the radical feminist movement.
She actively campaigned against
the Equal Rights Amendment and
founded her own pro-family
movement. In 1964 she published
a book, A Choice not an Echo,
that detailed how the Republicans
could win the presidency by
staying true to conservative
causes. Some reviewers have said
that the book was an attempt to
justify a Goldwater candidacy. In
the 1970’s she founded the Eagle
Forum and became a national
leader in the conservative
movement. This forum

encourages groups of citizens to
volunteer in the policymaking
process. In 1990, she founded the
Republican National Coalition for
Life with the idea of advocating
for a prolife plank in the
Republican platform.
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George
Wallace
(1919-1998)

George Wallace, born in 1919,
served as Governor of Alabama
during the civil rights movement of
the 60s and 70s. When he was
elected Governor in 1962 as a
Democrat, he ran on a prosegregation, states’ rights platform.
In his inaugural speech, he
proclaimed, “Segregation now,
segregation tomorrow, and
segregation forever.” In June, 1963,
he stood in the door of the
University of Alabama to block the
admission of two African American
students. By the time he ran for his
last term as governor in 1982, he had
undergone a political turnaround –
from segregationist to winning
support among African Americans.
During his last term, he appointed a

record number of African
Americans to government
positions. Wallace ran
unsuccessfully for President of the
U. S. four times. In 1968, as a
candidate of the American
Independent Party, he won 46
electoral votes from five southern
states and 13.5% of the nationwide
popular vote. This performance by
a third party candidate had an
impact on Hubert H. Humphrey’s
defeat. Wallace remains the only
third party presidential candidate
since 1948 to have won electoral
votes. In 1972, while campaigning
in Maryland, a would-be assassin
shot Wallace. He survived but was
permanently paralyzed. Wallace
died in 1998.
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Ida B.
Wells-Barnett
(1862-1931)

Born of slave parents in
Mississippi just before Lincoln
issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, Ida B. WellsBarnett grew up to become a
journalist and newspaper editor
who championed civil rights.
Years before the Supreme Court
ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson that
public accommodations could be
separate if equal, Wells sued a
railroad for forcibly removing her
from her seat in order for it to be
given to a white man. Even
though she won the suit in the
local court, the Tennessee
Supreme Court overturned the
decision. This began her life long
fight for justice and equality for
women and African Americans.

Appalled by the lynching of
three of her friends by those
trying to eliminate their
business competition, she began
an anti-lynching campaign.
Afraid for her life, she moved to
Chicago where she continued to
investigate the practice of
lynching. There she also
became involved with the
women’s suffrage movement.
With Jane Addams, she fought
to end segregated schools. She
later was one of the founders of
the NAACP and one of the first
African American women to
run for public office in the
United States when she ran for
a seat in the Illinois state
legislature.
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