PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE DEMANDS OF THE FUTURE

Message
FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
DIRECTOR - KIM FAVOR
Welcome to the Mandel JDS Middle School, a vibrant
and pluralistic Jewish Day school, where our learning
experience addresses the intellectual, physical,
social and emotional needs of our students. The safe
ethos created by our faculty allows students to thrive
academically, cultivate their creativity, develop their
advocacy skills and a stronger sense of self.
Our goal is to prepare students for the rigors of high
school, developing confident leaders in the Jewish
community and the world at large. Our diverse learning
opportunities allow our students to succeed on many
different levels. Our students become critical thinkers

“

who understand the value of a strong work ethic, and how
to be civically engaged. Most importantly, our students
understand what it means to be a mensch and part of a
community. There is special bond among our students in
the middle school - a true sense of family and support.
Our intensive Integrated Project Based Learning units
emphasize research, creativity, collaboration, and
responsibility, while replicating a real world experience.
Students in eighth grade participate in Integrated Project,
which empowers them to draw connections between
different disciplines through the lens of a particular
theme. Students then identify key concepts from their
integrated projects and apply it to a self-directed
community service project.
The Mandel JDS Middle School creates a supportive
community that celebrates individuality while fostering
trusting and supportive relationships between students
and staff. Mandel JDS develops confident Jewish leaders
that recognize the importance of fighting injustice,
supporting others, and making a difference in the world.

Every child can learn, just not on the same day, or in the same way.

- George Evans

”

The rigorous, creative, and standards-based curriculum
at Mandel JDS addresses the needs of all learners.
Recognizing that all students learn differently is a core
principle of our school. Work is differentiated to ensure
success and help students thrive at their own academic
level. We offer honors level classes in math, science, and
language arts, allowing students to thrive academically
and reach their true potential. The courses are designed
to prepare students for honors and AP classes in high
school. High standards and out-of-the-box thinking are
the foundation of academics at Mandel JDS.
Select core classes are taught through the lens of Facing
History and Ourselves. As students explore the content,
they contemplate their identity and the role they play as a
difference maker in the world.
Our specialists strive to meet the needs of all learners,
to ensure that every child receives the support he/she
needs and deserves. We offer a Reading and Math Lab
to students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade where
students hone basic skills in a small group setting, and
also receive additional support for class work.

In addition to core content areas, we are offer the
following classes:
1

C R E AT I V E M I N D S

2

T E C H N O L O GY

3

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

4

H E A LT H

5

JUDAICS

6

S PA N I S H

7

FINE ARTS

8

PERFORMING ARTS

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
In this interactive and hands-on environment,
students study business fundamentals, personal
finance, and investment, all while starting and
developing their own company.

HEALTH
Students tackle subjects such as growth and development, drug
use and abuse, relationships, gender roles, and making healthy
decisions through activities and discussions.

JUDAICS

CREATIVE MINDS
Students are presented with different problem solving challenges that hone
their creativity skills, stoke their curiosity, build their individual strengths,
and foster collaboration.

TECHNOLOGY
Students learn how to manage and utilize technology
safely, efficiently, and effectively. They master
their use of Google Suite and other programs
necessary for their academic work. In
addition, they work on developing a digital
portfolio to showcase their best work
across subject areas and grade
levels.

Living Jewishly in America today is inherently complicated. The
instruction and curriculum through which we engage our students
is designed to help them deal with these questions and to use them
to strengthen their identity. The curriculum draws from four major
streams: Hebrew, Bible (Tanach), Jewish history and Tfilah (prayer).
By the end of 8th grade, our graduates have foundational knowledge
of Jewish values, text, history, and culture. Our goals for them are to
possess a positive emotional feeling for Jewish life and practice, to
have the skills to participate actively in Jewish life, and to understand
their responsibility to guard the thousands year old Jewish chain.

SPANISH
Taught similarly to our Hebrew classes, students are fully
immersed in the Spanish language and culture building their
vocabulary, reading, listening, and writing skills.

FINE ARTS
In sixth grade students rotate through three different classes:
Graphic Design and Sculpture, Human Proportion and Color
Theory, and Filmmaking. Once students arrive in seventh and
eighth grade, they have three options from which to choose.
Seventh grade students select from the following options: Art
and Digital Media, Drawing and Photography, or Coding and
Design. All eighth grade students participate in an intensive art
history unit and then decide whether they would like to study
sculpture, painting, or robotics.

PERFORMING ARTS
In the area of performing arts students have three areas
from which to choose: Band (students must audition ), Music
Ensemble (students build their skills in guitar and piano
and work towards creating an ensemble), and Theatre
Arts (students practice skills including public speaking,
improvisation, playwriting, monologues, and scene work,
including Greek and Shakespearean theatre).

RESPECTING THE SOCIAL AND
EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF ADOLESCENTS
In the area of performing arts students have three areas Equally
important to academics is meeting the social and emotional
needs students. Middle school is a time when students long
for independence but still need structure, guidance, and daily
support. Social and emotional programming is woven throughout
the fabric of the Mandel JDS curriculum, including our advisory
programming and core classes. The Elements of Mensch, a
periodic table listing different midot or character traits, acts as the
foundation of our social and emotional curriculum where students
work on building their character.
Middle School advisors play a critical role in helping their advisees
navigate the increasing expectations of middle school academics.
Advisors support students’ social and emotional growth to ensure
that students feel safe, supported, and celebrated at Mandel JDS.
During set advisory periods, students develop their organizational
skills, time management, and study skills, and learn about the
different midot and how they can build their character.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT

MANDEL JDS

FACING HISTORY AND OURSELVES STUDENT
LEADERSHIP GROUP

8TH GRADE INTEGRATED PROJECT BASED
LEARNING

Members elected for this position play a leadership
role at the Facing History Summit, helping to facilitate
post-summit activities, engaging in conversations with
students from other Facing History Network schools.

Students, in small groups, have the opportunity to
lead assemblies, teach classes, plan and implement
tzedakah projects, and more as a part of their IPBL unit.

STUDENT COUNCIL

TZEDAKAH PROJECTS

Student council elected members represent the Mandel
JDS student body and promote the core values of the
school while planning school wide events and tzedakah
projects.

Middle School Students act as the Dugma I’shit (role
models) organizing tzedakah projects throughout the
school and monthly community service projects.

EC PARTNERSHIPS

ISRAEL

Middle school students are partnered with early
childhood students and form everlasting friendships.
They lead the students through play-based activities
and help them feel part of the Mandel JDS community.

Middle School students become committed to
supporting the Jewish homeland and fighting
organizations, such as Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions
(BDS).

TRIBES

JEWISH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

Students in kindergarten through eighth grade are
divided into the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The middle
school students lead by example, facilitating the varied
activities and projects.

The Middle School students are responsible for creating
and leading programming associated with Jewish
holidays.

FUTURE LEADERS OF
TOMORROW
Students at Mandel JDS are afforded different
leadership opportunities once they enter the
middle school. These opportunities help them
recognize how they can make a difference in
the community and allow them to forge strong
relationships with students in early childhood
and beyond. Through these acts, students
gain confidence, responsibility, a sense of
commitment and obligation, as well as problem
solving and communication skills.blem solving

MANDEL JDS STUDENTS ARE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strong advocates for themselves and
for others
Confident leaders
Critical and independent creative thinkers
Assertive in their approach
Compassionate human beings
Change makers
Problem solvers
Mensches with a strong jewish identity

MANDEL JDS 			 LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCES
MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

SIXTH GRADE CAMP

ISRAEL

The school year begins with an overnight retreat for all
middle school students. Students rekindle old friendships
and form strong bonds with their advisors and teachers.
The focus of the retreat is to build confidence, leadership,
and a community among our students.

Hands-on learning, creativity, exploration, team building
and leadership skills are all part of the excitement and
curriculum of Sixth Grade Camp. Students explore
nature through the core content areas, connecting
beautifully with the integrated water unit and exposing
students to the notion of an outdoor classroom.

SHABBATON

WASHINGTON, D.C.

The sixth grade Shabbaton is a culminating experience.
After learning about Shabbat, sixth graders have
the opportunity to practice a traditional Shabbat.
The students experience Shabbat as a community,
disconnecting from technology and fully immersing
themselves in the rituals and the joy of the day.

Learning is extended beyond the classroom walls during
the Seventh Grade trip to Washington, D.C.. While visiting
the capitol, students show pride in their American
heritage and recognize their civic responsibilities. This
trip is a culmination of students’ learning about the
American government and history. Highlights of the trip
include tours of monuments, over 5 museums and a fun
evening seeing “Sheer Madness” at the Kennedy Center.

Eighth graders’ education comes full circle when
students embark on their journey to Israel, one they have
dreamed of since kindergarten. Students solidify their
Jewish identity and their involvement and commitment
to the Jewish community, while the Mandel JDS core
value of Tzionut (Zionism) is actualized. Students explore
the richness in culture and the diverse land of Israel. The
trip combines the perfect balance of fun and educational
components.

Integrated
PROJECT BASED LEARNING
A dynamic academic approach in which students gain
domain knowledge and skills by working collaboratively
for an extended period of time to investigate and respond
to a complex essential question or challenge.

CREATING FUTURE INNOVATORS
ENTREPRENEUR AND INVESTMENT
PROGRAM
To prepare Mandel JDS Middle School students
for the challenges of the real world, they discover
the ins and outs of being an entrepreneur and
creating their own businesses. They learn how
to finance their company, identify their strengths
and apply for an appropriate position, design a
prototype and market their products to gain an
understanding of the process of manufacturing
while tracking their investments.
With the science of soap as the foundation,
students then manufacture and sell soaps
and salves with different bases, essential
oils, fragrances, colors, and additives. They
experiment with the consistency, texture, colors,
and scents, thinking carefully about their target
market and the packaging necessary to maintain
their product and attract attention. Profits help
support the eighth grade Israel trip and 10%
of the profits are donated to a charity of the
students’ choice.

The scientifically-proven benefits of utilizing Integrated
Project Based Learning in the classroom are numerous.
Students come away with a deeper understanding of
subject matter, the ability to problem-solve, collaborate,
think creatively, and many other critical skills.
In seventh grade, students are posed with the following
essential question: How can we use and share our
knowledge of electrical circuits to identify and solve needs
and challenges within our community? In conjunction with
this question, we partner with the organization RePlay for
Kids whose mission is “to increase the availability of toys
and assistive devices for children with disabilities.”
The kickoff begins with a disability simulation where
students are exposed to the daily challenges of being
hearing impaired, visually impaired, or having a physical
disability. Students then begin an in-depth investigation
of various disabilities, learning more about the population
of children with these disabilities, including site visits,
observations, and interviews, and then determine how
best to adapt mainstream toys. In conjunction with the
7th Grade Common Core Science Curriculum, students
begin an in depth study of the electrical systems. Given
this knowledge, they learn to adapt the toys accordingly
and can explain the process and why these adaptations
are necessary. Although this unit is science based, other
subjects are heavily integrated, including Hebrew where
students study the significance of tzedakah and social
studies where students study groups with disabilities who
were persecuted during the Holocaust. As a culmination to
this project, students adapt toys and donate them to the
different disability organizations they partnered with and
showcase their research on the causes and treatments of
each disability. At the end of the unit, we hope our students
not only develop these academic skills but the ability to
understand and empathize with others’ perspectives and
become agents of change in our own community and world.

AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

ROBOTICS

SCHOOL PLAY

Students focus on computer programming and
engineering while participating in robotic model builds
and challenges.

Students collaborate with others to create a unique
and engaging culminating performance for Mandel JDS
students and parents.

POWER OF THE PEN

3D PRINTING

Students develop their creative writing skills and learn to
constructively critique the writing of others. Participants
have the opportunity to compete at the regional and
state level.

Students are introduced to 3D printing, modeling,
and Thingiverse. The class culminates with students
designing and printing their own 3D model.

MODEL UN

The athletic opportunities offered at Mandel JDS build
camaraderie, improve physical fitness, confidence, and
athletic ability, as well as teach the value of teamwork.

Students explore current world issues and the political
environment through simulations and curricular
materials. Student participate in the Model UN
Conference in Columbus, Ohio.
MATH-COUNTS
Students compete in mathematical challenges with
students from other schools.

SPORTS

STUDENTS AT MANDEL JDS COMPETE IN A
VARIETY OF SPORTS INCLUDING:
Soccer • Basketball • Ultimate Frisbee
Running Club • Volleyball (JCC) • Baseball

