THANK YOU FOR YOUR STRONG COMMITMENT
TO BUILDING FUTURES
Mentor2.0’s generous supporters are changing lives for low-income
first generation college students.
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A. O. Smith Foundation
Alvin and Marion Birnschein Foundation
AppleTree Credit Union
Briggs & Stratton Corporation Foundation
Caterpillar Foundation
Community Advocates, Inc. – Milwaukee Brighter Futures Initiative
The Cudahy Foundation
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust
Evan & Marion Helfaer Foundation
The Gardner Foundation
GE Volunteers Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
The Harley-Davidson Foundation
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Jewish Community Foundation
M&I Foundation
Milwaukee Bucks Foundation
The ROS Foundation
Ruddie Memorial Youth Foundation
Stephens Family Foundation
U.S. Bank Foundation
Wells Fargo
Individuals from the Big Gala Education Appeals

“Thinking about the first day we met
and how much my mentee and I have
really grown together… seeing her
actually accomplish something that
she thought she couldn’t do… I’m so
proud of her. She is an inspiration
for others.”
-mentor2.0 Mentor
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POSITIVE IMPACT
Big Brothers Big Sisters regards the mentor2.0 program as a
complement to the academic structure of Veritas High School and
therefore a partner in promoting positive educational outcomes. For
the 2017-2018 academic year:

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Big Brothers Big Sisters is very happy to introduce the Class
of 2018, mentor2.0’s first graduating class at Veritas High
School!
Four years ago, the first cohort of mentor2.0 freshmen had not
even set foot in a high school classroom. For most, high school
graduation and post-secondary education was the furthest thing
from their minds. They had yet to meet their volunteer mentors
who would help guide them through the next four years of high
school and inspire them to think beyond what they thought
possible.
Today, through Veritas High School’s academically challenging
curriculum, mentor2.0’s post-secondary focused resources and
services, and consistent encouragement and support from their
dedicated mentors, these students enter the next phase of their
lives eager to begin a new journey and prepared to confront new
challenges.
We are proud of their accomplishments and look forward to
watching them continue to pursue their dreams!

98% of mentor2.0 seniors graduated from high school on time

•

67% of mentor2.0 seniors made the honor roll, compared to 29%
of non-mentor2.0 seniors.

•

99% of mentor2.0 juniors, 98% of sophomores, and 98% of
freshmen advanced to the next grade level.

“The mentor2.0 program

For the upcoming 2018-2019 program year, Big Brothers Big Sisters is
in the process of:

has really kept me

•

Enrolling our fifth cohort of freshmen at Veritas High School.

•

Recruiting, screening, and training college educated volunteers.

•

Matching mentees and mentors based on each student’s
individual needs and strengths, shared interests, and compatible
personalities.

motivated. There have
been times when I’ve
thought about giving
up, when I thought, ‘I
don’t really need to go
to college.’ But then my
mentor pulled me up and
reminded me what I need
to be successful. Being a

AN INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY-BASED
APPROACH

first generation student, I

Mentor2.0 is Big Brothers Big Sisters’
one-to-one mentoring option serving high
school youth that prepares low-income
and first generation college students for
long-term success, including high school
graduation, post-secondary readiness,
and post-secondary success.

Senior

Mentor2.0 combines in-person mentoring
with safe, secure online communication
and a comprehensive college-focused
weekly curriculum that develops noncognitive skills and increases college
knowledge. The program matches high
school freshmen with college educated,
career-focused mentors and provides
on-going professional support for each
mentoring relationship.

•

don’t have that at home.”
-Graduating mentor2.0

Mentor2.0 is also continuing to serve mentoring matches made in
previous years as students advance towards high school graduation
and post-secondary education. The program will serve approximately
200 Veritas High School students from all four grade levels during
2018-2019. Students have the following characteristics:
•

First Generation College Students: 80%

•

Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino-85%, Caucasian-7%, African
American-3%, Asian-3%, Multi-2%

•

Free/Reduced Price Lunch: 85%

BUILDING FUTURES FOR POST-SECONDARY SUCCESS
The year following high school is an important transitional time in a young person’s life filled with change
and challenges, regardless of his or her post-high school plans. Whether attending a four year or two
year college, entering a certificate program, or entering the workforce, young people need support and
guidance to help them successfully progress into their post-secondary lives.
For the first time in our 43 year history, Big Brothers Big Sisters will expand our service delivery model
to include the next phase of youths’ lives with a new focus on post-secondary success. Big Brothers
Big Sisters will continue to serve and support any mentoring match that chooses to remain a part of
our program beyond high school with the same rigor, a dedicated professional staff person, and new
resources to guide and encourage youth as they transition into adulthood and execute their postsecondary plans.

