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“Every child is an artist.
The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up”
—Pablo Picasso

A Conversation with
8th Grade Teacher

Caroline
Harwood
by Tanya Kaiteris

Each edition of Woven will feature an interview with
a different member of the PVS staff.
Q: Hi Caroline. When did you start teaching at PVS?
A: The beginning of last year. I picked up part of my class last
year. At that time we had two small seventh grades, so this year
we combined them into one and I became the eighth grade
teacher at PVS.
Q: How did combining the classes go?
A: It was wonderful for students at that age to expand their social circle and test out new aspects of their personalities with new
peers. It was a great experience for the kids to get to experiment
with who they are and who they are becoming. I saw so much
personal growth over the year for many of my students.

Q:What brought you to PVS in the first place?
A: Well, it was a crazy series of coincidences really. My undergraduate degree was in chemical and biomolecular engineering.
I realized as I approached graduation that while I loved studying
and learning the subject I did not in fact want to be a biomolecualr engineer. I took some education classes and I fell in love. I
went straight into graduate school for Education in Chicago
and then started teaching in Chicago public schools as soon as
I graduated. I taught in first and eighth grades. While teaching
I was struck that in the public school system all of the things I
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learned were best in graduate school were largely being ignored
in practice. For example arts integration, inquiry based learning,
and project based learning were not really in place. I had learned
that these methods were the best way to teach children so it was
disheartening. The push to get through the mountain of curriculum didn’t allow for full understanding of a subject or allow
teachers to go deeper or for kids to fully grasp a concept.
Q: So what did you do?
A: Well through my graduate program I had heard about and
opening in the Chicago Waldorf School at the High School level
teaching math and science. I taught there for two years and fell in
love with Waldorf education.

Q: What did you love about it?
A: It was everything we had learned about how to teach students
with best practice. With the students themselves you could see a
very clear difference. They were able to hold conversations with
adults and were often passionate about what they were learning.
Q: So after two years what next?
A: My husband got offered a promotion out here and we found
out we were moving in mid August. I was sure that I wasn’t going
to be able to find a teaching position that late in the summer.
Three weeks into August I found out that there was an opening at PVS. Mr. Berg hired me on a Wednesday and asked if I
could start on Monday. I was still living in Chicago at the time

but I took it! I packed my teaching stuff in boxes and boarded a
plane! I was ready to go that Monday. It was absolutely CRAZY!!
But that first week of school with my class it became so evident
that this is where I was supposed to be that it didn’t feel so crazy
anymore it just felt right.
Q: In the future the middle school model at PVS will look
very different than it does now as there will no longer be a
four year loop but students will switch teachers at grade 7
and the classes will mix in fifth and seventh grades. What
do you think of this change? What might be the benefits of
this?
A: I think it’s a really great thing. I think that after 6th gradejust as I saw with my current class, giving kids that space that’s a
little bit less familiar and a little bit less locked in gives students a
sense of freedom in finding who they are. In terms of academics,
particularly at the upper school level, there is a lot of content and
the curriculum moves very quickly, so there is a huge benefit in
being in a shorter loop cycle. Teachers can gain more expertise
and familiarlarity with two years of curriculum versus four. With
shorter loops at the middle school the teams of teachers will also
be more consistent which is good for collaboration.

Q: Where do you see yourself fitting in with this model?
A: Ideally I’d like to be in the 7th and 8th grade loop. That’s the
age range that I feel the most comfortable with. But 5th and 6th
grade would also be a fun adventure. We shall see!! We are still
figuring out next year.

Q: Do you feel like your 8th graders are ready to face what

awaits them next year in high school?
A: Absolutely! I have the most amazing group of young people
in my classroom everyday. They are going to kill it!

Q: I hear you’re traveling to Costa Rica with a group of
students this summer. Can you tell me more?

A: Yes! Ms. Langer pulled together this trip and asked if I would
be a 2nd chaperone. We’ll be spending about 10 days in Costa
Rica seeing the different ecosystems and having different cultural
experiences. We will really be getting to explore that beautiful
place. Six of my current students will be going on that trip. I’m
super excited.

Q: Sounds amazing! So finally Caroline- tell Woven what you
like to do when you’re not teaching 8th grade.

A: I’m a big fan of hand work. I love to knit and crochet. There’s
also nothing better than curling up with a good book! Recently
I started taking an introduction to improv class at the curious
comedy theatre. It is so much fun! I’ve been bringing some of the
lessons back to share with the kids for warm ups and just for fun.
It’s been great!

“From the act of observation in which
attention is awakened, arises the art of teaching.”
			
-Vanda Scaravelli
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by Marc Rose

In a glass-walled space, on warm, raw fir planks of which
Oregon swells, walls , tables, desks, and nooks laughed out,
smiled out with the faces, art, and creations of the Portland
Village School community. The scene, on a quintessential
Portland-Spring night, curated with warm breezes, restless
clouds, and reassuring raindrops, just a few javelin throws
from the banks of the Willamette River, was the 2018
Portland Village School Auction. The smiles, laughter,

Ms. McCarroll’s class - Norse Chess Set

appreciation, genuine astonishment, joy, and warmth of the
gathered community foretold the financial success (after all,
it is a fundraiser), and for the second year in a row, the class
projects - the ingenuity, sweat, and tears of our teachers,
students, and parents - were the backbone.
How are these projects envisioned? How do they connect
to the particular tactile creativity of Waldorf? How are they
rooted in the curriculum?
Serendipity, inspiration, and sharing and building upon
ideas bring these projects to life, whether by parents or
teachers.
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Monica Paisner, a parent, told me how she stumbled upon
the idea for Ms. Mello’s class project of finger-knitted wall
hangings. “We do a fair amount of finger knitting in our
house. After cleaning the house one day, I had piled up
a large amount of finger knitting that had been basically
collecting dust. I decided to hot glue the finger knitting on
a canvas in a spiral shape. It turned out so beautiful and to
think it was just laying on the floor a few minutes before.”

In Ms. Langer’s class, the idea for the sculpted planters
originated at a parent meeting. Brainstorming ensued, and
with the artistic guidance and skill of parents, and the effort
and enthusiasm of students, the project came to life.

Ms. Vitti found inspiration for her class’s
project, a wooden and tiled potter’s bench,
from working in the garden with her class
at school.

Mrs. Lambertus’s class - free library

Ms. Poetsch’s class - wall hanging

Handwork is foundational. According to Rudolf Steiner, the
practice of handwork is not to build a legion of weavers and
artists, but to build resiliency. Eloquently said by Bernard
Graves, “[t]his works inwards, as it were, weaving an inner
multi-coloured garment whose colours will not fade or
threads snap and unravel at the first hurdle presented by
life.” It is striking to say, these lessons we offer our students
as they participate in the auction projects, from the simple
(yet complex) finger knitting that formed the spirals, to the
detail of the Norse figures sculpted by Ms. McCaroll’s class,
while not holistic, help secure the colors and threads of their
lives.

reflect the farm. The finger-knitted spirals signify a journey
the kindergartners soon will take. Our class projects are more
than an exercise, more than a fundraiser. They are capstone
projects in a way, reflecting our belief that learning is not just
an academic pursuit, but a holistic journey.

One of the beauties of Portland Village School is the way
in which the curriculum is an experience that walks with
our students. As they craft chessboard figures, the Norse
mythology is beside them. The potter’s bench, expertly
crafted from natural materials, and the multi-faceted planter,

Learning is the sun burning, cause learning is never done

Here are a few words from The Welcome to Waldorf Song
by the San Diego Waldorf School that resonate and might
remind us why we do what we do:

The way that learning is done, the learning is fun

Learning is discerning the wording that’s on your tongue
And learning is one’s journey of yearning to become
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Puppetry and Literacy
a in the a

Kindergarten Curriculum

by Katie O’Neal

How do Waldorf kindergarten classrooms prepare students to read without
reciting the abc’s, filling out worksheets, or using books?
Answer: emphasis on the spoken word.
Waldorf curriculum highly values oral storytelling. Along with songs and verses,
teachers share folk and fairy tales by heart as a regular piece of the daily rhythm.
The children hear developmentally appropriate narratives shared from memory
in the ancient human tradition of passing on significant information through
oral language. The tales may be chosen for the season, a celebration, or even a
value lesson specific to the class such as courage in a time of change or generosity with friends. Teachers do not simplify the story’s language for young ears
but speak the literature of traditional tales in rich, complex vocabulary. Teachers repeat the same tale many times over a week or two, allowing the children to
absorb its language and meaning into their inner world.
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Puppetry is an important piece of the pre-literacy work of
Waldorf kindergarten, revealing new dimensions of a familiar story. Our Kindergarten teachers make puppets out
of simple materials: wool, cotton and silk in solid colors,
often simply knotted or folded--supporting the children’s
connection to the natural world. The puppet faces are
traditionally blank so that the child can fill in the details
of expression and feature with their imagination and without the influences of adult
preconceptions of how
people look. They must
exercise their imagination
to create the pictures of
the story largely within
themselves, much as the
difference felt between
reading a book and
watching its film version.
The puppets are gentle,
flexible archetypes, not
hard, fixed visuals. The
puppet that is a wise elder in one tale can appear as the foolish fisherman’s wife in another--portraying a broad range of
human qualities. Puppetry brings a story to life in front of
the class, prompting empathy with the puppets, capturing
and focusing attention, and providing opportunity for each
student’s imagination to supply the details of character, action and setting. A blue and a white silk draped behind the
puppets can suggest a bright snowy day and the mind will fill
in the cold sparkle and crunch of the snow or the feeling of
squinting in the sun reflecting off the white ground. Waldorf
curriculum strives to support the development of imagination
because it is vital for creative thinking and problem solving
throughout life.
Puppets enacting a familiar story expose the children to narrative sequence, character development, comprehension of theme, rich language and vocabulary, critical thinking and listening. These typically advanced literacy skills are practiced as a natural part of the kindergarten rhythm and the 5/6 year old’s
world of imagination, without the imposition of decoding phonics or seated writing exercises before the mind or fingers are
developmentally ready. Following the progress of spoken before written language in human evolution, Waldorf curriculum
focuses on spoken language in kindergarten before written language is introduced in first grade and puppets are a captivating part of the student’s journey to literacy.

-The need for imagination, a sense of truth,
and a feeling of responsibility
- these three forces are the very nerve of education.

									-Rudolf Steiner
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The Baby Chicks
Have Arrived
by Maureen Markey
Animal reports are a corner stone project in the 4th grade curriculum. As part of their life sciences studies, 4th graders
investigate the habits, habitats and skills of various animals. The unit culminates with each student writing an independent
report and giving an oral presentation about an animal of their choice. Mrs. Wagner’s 4th grade class took the animal
studies block a step further this year by participating in a project supported by OSU Extension and The 4H. The class
was given 15 newly fertilized chicken eggs, an incubator and all the tools needed to study and support the eggs through to
maturation. Students learned research techniques used in studying embryonic development. They marked the eggs to be
able to note how each egg rotated and moved throughout the day, and using a candler, (a special light that could illuminate
through the egg’s shell), students were able to see the embryos and chart their growth. Mrs. Wagner explained that the
students learned so much about the process and were provided with opportunities to discuss both biological themes as well
as moral themes regarding the viability of some of the eggs.
The 4 H states that approximately 30 percent of the incubated eggs grow to produce a live chick, and while knowing this,
the students worked diligently to support the eggs to maturation. After approximately 21 days of careful care and observation, 4 of the 15 eggs hatched. One hatched during a parent meeting, delightfully changing the parents’ focus, others
arrived in the middle of class time, and one was a wonderful surprise when the students arrived in the morning, having
hatched during the night. One of the original four was frail and did not survive a full day, but on the following day,
an egg presumed not to be viable, broke forth and thrilled the class with its persistence.
When the chicks were
strong enough they
were moved from their
incubator into a larger
nesting box. The room
has since been full of
the pleasant chirping
of four tiny, fluffy, well
socialized chicks. They
will soon be moving to
a henhouse and permanent home with one of
the class families.
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PVS celebrates May Day
at Kenton Park

by Monica Paisner

Every year in May there is a flurry of flower crowns being made, special dances practiced and an eagerness to

walk to Kenton Park to celebrate the coming of Spring. From the Kindergarten’s sweet songs to the special moment when the 8th grade braids the ribbons around the maypole, each of the classes performances reflect themes of
importance from the classroom. The day was bright and beautiful with a hint of breeze while the children skipped
and sang and curtsied with the help of their amazing teachers. After many dark days and cold winds the May Day
Celebration is an invitation for all to take a moment together to appreciate the changing of the seasons.
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Waldorf
Education and Music
at Portland Village School
by Ben Fowler

Music is an integral part of the Waldorf education experience. ‘Our neurosensory system is inwardly configured music,
and we experience music as an artistic quality to the degree that a piece of music is in tune with the mystery of our own
musical structure.’ – Rudolf Steiner
Just as with other parts of the curriculum, the Waldorf approach to teaching music honors the developmental stages of
the child, and incorporates a holistic view of the child and their educational environment. There is a focus on building a
solid foundation at every age that moves at the pace of the child’s development rather than rushing ahead. For our music
teacher, Mr. Arriaga, it’s important that the music program compliment topics covered in Main Lesson like note values
and their relation to fractions, instrument acoustics and their relation to physics and historical musical selections and their
relation to history.
On how music education builds academic skills beyond just the practice room, Mr. Arriaga states, “There is considerable
research proving that regular musical practice helps students in other academic areas. It is my hope that the PVS students
continued success in their music education will empower them with a sense of accomplishment and belonging at school
and improve attendance, participation, consistency and effort in all subjects.”
Mr. Arriaga fosters a performance geared program, where the students evolve their music skills through concert performances. His vision is to teach students to work towards specific goals and to celebrate their success in reaching those goals
by having them share their achievements with the people who matter most in their lives through concert performances.
Earlier this year, the lower and upper school students gave a wonderful Winter Concert. There was very positive energy as
the students maintained a strong engagement with the material and their audience. It was clear that they not only worked
on memorizing lyrics and song form, but also performing as a group, holding a steady rhythm and keeping in tune as they
sang along with Mr. Arriaga’s skillful guitar playing.
In April the upper school showcased their increased instrumental skills with new symphonic arrangements for alto, tenor
and soprano recorder. The students demonstrated not only a great ability to read music, but to listen and harmonize as a
group.
Portland Village School has been gifted with many talented music teachers over the years, each bringing their unique
talents to develop the program. Make sure to say hello to Mr Arriaga and thank him for his contributions. The PVS community is looking forward to seeing what next year brings as the students and the music program continue to grow in skill
and harmony.
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“Music in the Waldorf curriculum….provides a chance for the expression of the soul, a discipline for achieving skills and
goals, and contributes to the awareness of what it means to be truly human.“, Andrea Lyman, president of The Association
for Waldorf Music Education
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Summer Reading
Woven Staff Picks

The Winter edition of Woven featured an article about an effort in collaboration with a PSU research project to update
and diversify our classroom libraries. That effort is now well underway. New books arrived in May and are being distributed to Kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms. Additional classroom libraries will be updated throughout the next
school year.
The writing staff at Woven wants to share its enthusiasm about literature as a means to broaden a reader’s exposure to
different cultures, experiences, and ideas, by suggesting some great books for your summer reading lists. The following are
Woven Staff Picks and a sampling of books from the PVS library diversification project that we’d like to recommend.

Picture Books for All Ages

Martina, the Beautiful Cockroach: A Cuban Folktale, By Carmen Deedy
Sky Sisters by Bourdeau Waboose
Out Of Wonder, Poems Celebrating Poets, by Kwame Alexander
Big Red Lollipop, by Rukhsana Khan
Be Boy Buzz, by Bell Hooks
Last Stop on Market Street, by Matt de La Pena
Malala’s Magic Pencil, by Malala Yousafzai

Middle/YA Readers
Julie of the Wolves,Jean Craig George
A Wrinkle in Time, Madelene L’Engle
Love, Sugar, Magic, by Anna Meriano
Crossover, by Kwame Alexander
The Only Road, by Alexandra Diaz
Circle of Cranes, by Annette LeBox
Piecing Me Together, by Renee Watson
The Blossoming Universe of Violet Diamond, by Brenda Woods
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Chapter Books and Series

The Clubhouse Mysteries,
by Sharon Draper

The Pacy Lin Series, by Grace Lin

Number One Car Spotter Series, by Atinuke

I Am Malala,
(young readers edition)
by Malala Yousafzai

The Birchbark House,
by Louise Erdrich

The Honey Jar Series, by Rigoberta Menchu

Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke

Listen, Slowly,
by Thanhha Lai

El Deafo,
By Cece Bell

The Arrival,
by Shaun Tan
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Thank you to all the Mothers and Fathers,
Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles, Guardians and
Siblings that have donated their money, time,
supplies, and energy into making this school thrive.
We have raised well over $167,000 through the
fundraising events we have held this year.
Portland Village School is a place where the seeds of
imagination are planted and a foundation for learning
is instilled. Let’s continue culitvating this space for a
generation of people that will plant their own seeds of
inspiration and love.
Have an amazing summer,
					
The Woven Team

Questions? Contact:
Dre Davey, fundraising chair, Dre.Davey.board@portlandvillageschool.org

Woven is produced by parent volunteers
For Woven inquiries contact:
Maureen Markey or Krista Wheeler

newsletter@portlandvillageschool.org
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Krista Wheeler
Rachel Hadiashar

Graphic Design:
Monica Paisner

“The ultimate measure
of a man is not
where he stands in
moments of comfort
and convenience, but
where he stands at
times of challenge and
controversy.”
-Martin Luther King, Jr.

