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Students participate in Celebration event
by Biyun Yuan
Staff Writer

Celebration is a tradition at Presbyterian
Pan American School
(PPAS). This year, the
event took place on Friday, March 19, 2019.
During the day, students
had different activities to
interact together and unify themselves as a community. It involved activities, games, worship,
and
communication.
Sponsor Pastor Eric
Peterson said, “The activities are for teambuilding and faith activities are to help students
engage their faith in
a meaningful way.”
New student Yvonne
Uwintoze was excited
for Celebration to begin.
“I look forward to having the experience of
worshipping God and
having fun with oth-
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PPAS students took part in the annual Celebration tradition with activies, games and letters.

ers,” said Uwintoze.
Students wrote letters
to their friends, classmates and teachers, to
dedicate their thanks
and other significant
words they wanted to
express to each other.
Students put the letters
in the main building and

Campus Ministry members organized them according to the receiver
and the family (groups
in which the students
were divided randomly)
he or she belongs to.
Campus ministry divided its members into
game leader, who was

in charge of separating games; and family leaders, who stayed
with the students they
were in charge of. After
a series of activities led
by members of Campus Ministry, students
headed to chapel for
worship. Students had
several breaks such as
small ones for water
or simply resting, or
bigger breaks to eat.
Students lastly went
to chapel again. Family leaders passed out
the letters organized
already by family.
Students sat down silently to read the letters and many of them
cried. “I think it is
somehow unavoidable;
some people express
their feelings by crying,” said Michaela
Mireles, sophomore.

PPAS hosts spring college fair
by Triana Esponda

Staff Writer

On April 1, 2019,
Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) with South
Texas
Area
Recruitment
Network
(STARN) held a college fair. at the Harte
Center from 9:3011:30. The date was
chosen by STARN.
Students were able to
interact with different universities from
Texas including The
University of Texas
at Austin, Texas State
University,
Costal
Bend College, Texas
A&M
University-
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PPAS with STARN hosted a college fair April 1 on campus. Several colleges & universities were in attendance.

College Station, Texas
A&M
UniversityCorpus Christi, Texas
A&M
UniversityKingsville, etc. There
were about twenty universities in attendance.

“I’m putting this together, not only for our
students, but for area
schools so students
can begin their college
selections, for college
entrances,” said Ellie

Perez, school principal. The college fair
event was open for all
students from PPAS
and other surrounding high schools.
Senior Aracely Aguilar from Santa Gertrudis Academy High
School said, “The
College fair was a
great
experience
for me. I loved it.”
Senior Alondra Gutierrez said, “I think
this event should’ve
been done earlier
this year. It is too
late for seniors.”

Students participate
inby Pennies
for Patients
Mayra Galvan
Page Editor
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Students like Hope Shobha participated in Pennies for
Patients for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

Presbyterian Pan
American
School
(PPAS) faculty, staff
and students will
donate pennies to
the Pennies for Patient’s foundation.
According to Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, Pennies for
Patients
program
helps raise money
to fund research for
therapies that save
the lives of blood
cancer
patients.
“Through Pennies
for Patients, we realize that anyone can
be a superhero. It
all starts by giving
a little bit of what
we have to make
a big difference,”
said Camila Arjona.
In each classroom
at PPAS there is a
box for students
to donate money

to support patients
that suffer from leukemia, lymphoma
and other cancer
related
diseases.
“Students
learn
to give back and
help others in need.
Hopefully they continue this through
their adult life,” said
Principal Ellie Perez
PPAS does offer a reward to the
class who collected the most pennies at the end of
the three weeks.
“Pennies for Patients is just a way
to show everyone
that to be a superhero, a cape is not
needed. We can
make the difference,” said president
of Student Council
Rogelio Martinez.

Eagles play ball with La Villa Eagles track & field team
lend a hand to TAMUK

by Rodrigo Chapa
Page Editor

On April 4, 2019, at Presbyterian Pan American
School (PPAS), a baseball
game took place and the
Eagles lost to La Villa, 113. This was the first game
played at PPAS since February 22 against H.M. King.
“We played against a good
team. We could have won it
but the nerves of the game
and little mistakes of the
team cost us the game, but
we will keep working on it
so the victories will come
,” said Senior Julio Galvan.
The starting pitcher was
Jack Lee and catcher was
Nicolas Garcia, later on
Neider Cruz then stepped
on the mount and at
last Rolando Coronado
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Eagles baseball lost to La Villa, 11-3.

pitched the last inning.
“The game was complicated, it was a really good
team. We have the opportunities but we didn’t
take advantage of, but it
felt good to be back since
it has been a while without playing,” Cruz said.
Moreover, the next
scheduled game is against
Premont J.V. on April 12

at Premont field and on
April 16 is the last game
of the season against
Benavides J.V. at PPAS.
“Our hitting was better that it has been but,
it could have been better. Another factor was
that the players were very
nervous and affected the
swinging,” said Baseball
Coach Hardy Robertson.

Alumni wins annual baseballgame
by Bifeng Xiao
Staff Writer

Presbyterian Pan American
School
(PPAS)
baseball team played
their alumni game on
April 6, 2019. The game
was held at PPAS and
all
current
baseball
players
participated.
Besides the team members, alumnus Carlo
Lopez, Edgar Chaidez,
German Peñaloza, Héctor García, José Calderon, Johnny Saldivar,
and Guillermo Aranda
also showed up to play.
The event is held annually.
“It is an extra game
for fun where the kids
play with the alumni,”
said Hardy Robertson,
PPAS Baseball Coach.
The
activity
starts
with a Home Run Der-
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The alumni baseball game was held Saturday, April 6.

by at noon, followed
by a two hour baseball
game –from one to three
o’clock in the afternoon.
Many students came and
cheered for the players.
The winner for the
Home Run Derby, Edgar Chaidez, Alumni,
received a metallic bat
with the words “Home
Run Derby Champion 2019” as a reward.
PPAS baseball team
member Nicolas Garcia said the event was

pleasant and fulfilling.
“Last year was my first
Alumni game. It was a really good experience because I had the opportunity
to play against my brother
who is an alumnus for
this school,” Garcia said.
The game ended with
Alumni’s victory over
the PPAS baseball team
with a score of, 10-1.
“Our defenses are playing well, our hitting
and pitching is improving,” Robertson said.
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PPAS Track & Field team helped at the TAMUK meet on Saturday, March 23.

by Almi Cabanzo

Staff Writer

Track and Field
members at Presbyterian
Pan
American School
(PPAS)
helped
track and field team
at Texas A&M
University- Kingsville
(TAMUK)
on
Saturday,
March 23, 2019.
The activity consisted of helping
with the needs of
the TAMUK Track
and Field team
as a way to learn
more about what is
needed for the sport
and to take a deeper insight into the
collaboration as a
team. It also served

as a way to give
back
something
to TAMUK for
all the things they
have helped the
school with, said
Track and Field
Coach Reili Cantu.
“Although I got a
little bit tired, I really enjoyed participating and helping the track and
field members in
all they needed,”
said
16-year-old
Sophomore Vanessa
Monreal.
The activity lasted from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. The PPAS
track and field
members
helped
organize the different activities that

the TAMUK team
performed. For instance, PPAS track
and field members helped preparing the hurdles
and the sprints so
the TAMUK members could run.
“I would like to repeat the experience,
and although the
weather was not so
nice, everything we
helped with made
it worth it,” said
16-year-old Sophomore Jesus Pardo.
Meanwhile, PPAS
track and field is prepared for the upcoming meets as they
get closer to the district meet on April
11 in San Antonio.

FEATURES & OPINION
PPAS
has Foot of Faith color run
by Mayra Galvan
Page Editor

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) hosted a color
run for its 3rd year.
The fundraiser was
called Foot of Faith,
which consisted of
paying a fee of $5 in
order to run two miles
for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society.
“The color run is just
one way of uniting the
student body while
benefiting their health
and our cause,” said
Rogelio
Martinez.
The money that

Students at PPAS participated in the Foot of Faith color run. This was held as a fundraiser for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

was collected from
this fundraiser will
be donated to Pennies for Patients.
It’s an activity held at
school to support kids
who suffer from Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma.
“It is a fun fundraiser to help young
individuals that suffer any type of cancer, I think it is worth
it to spend $5 dol-

NHS members named
Student
of the Month
studies at University of Texby Arminda Ibarra
Page Editor

Senior Angelita Mireles is the student of the
month for March. Mireles
is from Kingsville and has
attended Presbyterian Pan
American School (PPAS)
since 2015 and learned
about the school from her
mother who works at PPAS.
“I just push myself
so that I can pass my
classes,” Mireles said.
She is a member of National Honor Society and
4H. Also, Mireles participates in volleyball, cheerleading and soccer. After
graduation, she plans to
continue her studies at Texas A&M University Kingsville (TAMUK), to study
Pre-Veterinary. Yuli Chen,
senior, has been chosen as
the student of the month
for April. Chen is from Fuzhou, China and has attended Presbyterian Pan Ameri-
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Seniors, from left, Yuli
Chen, Allison Cabanzo
and Angelita Mireles.

can School (PPAS) since
2016 and learned about
the school from her mother’s friend who attended.
“I always try to challenge my limits, Chen said.
She is part of Student Council, Ambassadors, NHS,
Tech Team and Campus Ministry. Chen considers cross
country her favorite sport
as well as Track and Field.
“My goal is to never give
up before trying,” Chen said.
Chen plans to continue her

as-Arlington (UTA) to study
Business Administration.
Allison Cabanzo, senior,
has been chosen as the Student of the Month for May
at PPAS. She is from Bogota, Colombia and became
a student of PPAS in 2016.
“I’m happy and grateful
because this year, I have
been working hard in the
school, myself, and with
others,” Cabanzo said.
She participates in extracurricular activities such
as, volleyball, basketball,
track and field, student
council,
ambassadors,
Campus Ministry and
also is a member of NHS.
“I like how we relate with
other persons that have another culture,” Cabanzo said.
After graduating, she
wants to study international
business at University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley.

lars on that,” said
Esteban
Gonzalez.
The color run is an
event held around the
world that consists of
running a paint race.
The participants run

the distance indicated
and get sprayed by different color powders.
“The color run is
beneficial because it
helps someone in need
of financial support
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The Choir traveled to Rockwall to perform.

by Rodrigo Chapa

Page Editor

On March 24, 2019
members of Morris
Chapel Choir from
Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS)
performed
in Rockwall at 1st
Presbyterian Church.
The choir was conformed of 26 students.
“Choir trips are always very special.
We make new friends
and people enjoy the
music, This creates
some donation activities of the members of
the congregation for
the church,” said Joe
Garcia, Director of
Morris Chapel Choir.
The students left the
campus on Saturday
early in the morning to Rockwall near
the area of Dallas
and arrived back to

school Sunday night.
“It was an amazing
trip. The members of
the church were really generous with us
giving the chance to
sleep at their houses
and making the trip really fun,” said Junior
Jonathan Velazquez.
The choir members during the service performed “Unbroken Praise” and
“Flows
a
River.”
Senior Omar Ortiz
said, “I really enjoyed
the trip. The hosts
were really nice with
us and after practicing every Monday,
it gave us a result of
an incredible performance in Rockwall.”
The Morris Chapel
Choir is expects to have
their next performance
on April 14 at Cuero.
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Science Symposium
held on campus
by Daniela Lara

Staff Writer

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School’s
(PPAS) Science symposium was held on
April 10, 2019, when
the chemistry, physics, aquatic science,
and anatomy students
presented their projects to judges Yvonne
Garza,
Anatomy
Teacher, Niki Tijerina, Aquatic Science
teacher, and Walter
Mebane
Chemistry
and Physics teacher.
“It’s going to take
time, but we are going
to try our best on our
projects and it taught
us new things about
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Students working on science symposium projects.

the
environment,”
said Yuridia Espinoza.
Students gave a
small explanation of
their project topic
with the help of a
science board they
made for visual support, full of information about the topic.
“With all of the work
done, it would give

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Choir performs
in Rockwall

for their treatment,”
said Student Council
Sponsor Diane Garcia

me satisfaction seeing my work in the
top ten since it’s a
lot of time and effort to make it one
of the best,” said Senior Jocelyn Vazquez
The Science symposium gave recognitions to the top ten
projects out of the three
classes participating.

Eagles 4H places at Fashion Show
by Ismael Trujillo

Staff Writer

Eagles 4-H members participated in the 4-H Fashion show held this Sunday, March, 24, 2019 at
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS).4H
hosted the annual 4H
fashion show this year.
Senior Alvaro Barrios
said that PPAS participates in the 4-H fashion
show annually, every year
participating in various
categories. This year, Eagles 4H joined the fashion
show and Dust to Docile.
“4H fashion show is a
really fun and exciting
activity to join for people that are interested in
fashion,” said 16-yearold Junior Regina Cano.
Certified judges came to
the school to evaluate the
participants. Two catego-
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Senior Angelita Mireles (l) won first place at the Fashion
Show.

ries were hosted; Dust to
Docile, which consisted of
sewing. Eagles 4-H members won a ribbon in first
place for this category.
The second category held
during the fashion show,
consisted of wearing one

of the many dresses in the
categories that applied,
and describing the materials used to manufacture
those clothes. 4-H Members Angelita Mireles and
Alondra Gutierrez participated and won first place.

“The two students that
we had in the 4H Fashion show did a great job
representing their club
and school,” said Niki Tijerina, 4H PPAS sponsor.
Mireles competed in
the Business Attire category in the Senior Division. Gutierrez participated in the Special
Interest
category
in
the Senior Division.
4H also participated in the
photography contest and
six first place photos were
selected to advance to the
District competition. In
the senior division, Triana
Esponda placed 1st in the
Landscape category; Samantha Gonzalez placed
1st in the Catch-All category, and Cesia Gonzalez
placed 1st in Elements of
Design, Motion, Sports,
and Travel categories.

Play
performed for students
ny,” Ceballos said.
by: Adelite Hategeka
Staff Writer

The
Presbyterian Pan American
School’s
(PPAS)
junior class hosted
a performance of
the play, Premature
Punchline Improv
Comedy, on March
23rd at the Harte
Center. The play’s
lead actor was Michael
Verderber,
English III teacher at
PPAS and member
of the theater company Zero Untitled.
Barbara
Cano,
President of the
junior class, said,
“The money collected from the play
will help pay for the
2019 prom ‘Memories are Forever
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Premature Punchline Improv Comedy play was performed on campus to help juniors with prom.

Gala’ decorations.”
The prom is scheduled for the evening of April 27th.
Performance tickets cost two dollars and refreshments were sold
such as nachos
and sodas during

the
performance.
Junior
Emiliano
Ceballos said he
was elated to be
part of the play.
“It was an amazing experience to
act with professionals. I felt like I was
part of the compa-

Junior, Kevin Nzeyimana, an audience
member, said the
show was amazing
and it held surprises.
“I could not believe
it when I saw Emiliano coming out,
it was hilarious,”
Nzeyimana
said.
Nzeyimana
also
added that he was
excited to see his
teacher
perform
and that is why he
attended the play
in the first place.
“I like the idea that
kids have a variety
of activities to take,
but most importantly, I like to embarrass myself for the
sake of the kids,”
Verderber
said.
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