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CIRCLES AT VAUX
WHY DO WE DO CIRCLES?
WHAT IS THE POINT?
By Shanette Wahor
If you came in and observed my advisory last week you would have
seen us in a circle welcoming a new student into our advisory. It was
his first day and I am sure he was nervous. On that day, Mr. Brandon
led us into a discussion about what we value about ourselves. The students took it over from there.
At Vaux we do circles every day to learn how to communicate. We need to learn about each other, so that
we know how to work together as an advisory.
We also work on our school core values and our personal values so we can make them better. We have to
reflect on what we like about ourselves. Sometimes this is hard to do as a teenager, because we can be negative
about ourselves. It can be hard to find and acknowledge the strengths of our peers, and circles push us to
connect and praise each other.
Circles are not always full of laughter and fun games; sometimes we have to talk about tough stuff. Mr.
Brandon had us discuss what keeps us going during difficult times. It was important to hear other people’s
strategies for getting through tough times, because it gave us all ideas to cope with hard times. Being a teenager is
tough! Being a teenager in Philadelphia is even tougher! We need to work together as a community to support
each other. Vaux’s circles allow us this space to grow and connect as young adults.
Reach out to The Cougar Voiceif you would like your advisory circle featured! We would love to
hear what you and your advisory do during circle time!

Students of the Month February
Saniah Burke, 9th grade
Shafee Reeves-Blocker, 10th grade
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Internship Interview
Kamiyah Fletcher at WILL BYOB
By Shanette Wahor
Kamiyah Fletcher is a 10th grade student at Vaux who has worked very
hard to obtain an amazing internship at one of the top French restaurants
in Philadelphia. She is interning at WILL BYOB in East Passyunk with her
mentor, head chef Christopher Kearse.
Kamiyah has always been interested in the culinary arts field from an early
age. Her favorite dish to cook is a juicy steak. She knew when she heard that
Vaux has an internship program that she needed to work with a great chef.
The process of earning her internship was hard, and had several challenges. As a 9th grader Kamiyah entered
into the culinary ARC with her classmates. Then as a 10th grader she had to complete her Learning Through
Internship portfolio. She then made lots of phone calls to see if anyone in the culinary industry would meet
with her. She had several interviews and was told NO a few times. This did not stop Kamiyah. Then one day
she was invited on a ninth grade RWL trip to the restaurant “Will BYOB” and that is where she met her now
mentor, Chris. She had a conversation with him to set up a Shadow Day before an Informational Interview.
Chris was very welcoming and invited her to spend a whole Sunday shadowing him. From there, they made a
good bond and she earned an internship working with head chef Chris at one of the top restaurants in
Philadelphia.
Kamiyah has learned lots of new cooking terms and kitchen etiquette. She is also learning different recipes,
how to bake cakes and cheesecakes, how to make ice cream, She is also experimenting with different spices and
other ingredients and learning how much to use or not use when making a
dish.
Currently she is working on a project that her mentor assigned her:
creating a Spring Dish. She is working very hard at her internship. What
she values the most about her mentor is that he took a chance on her, and
that he treats her like a mature adult. He lets her cook on her own, and she
feels that there is a real sense of trust between the two of them. Kamiyah is
a really good example for other students at Vaux who are working towards
achieving their internship.
Kamiyah with mentor Chef Chris Kearse.
Kamiyah prepping for dinner service.

Currently 40 Sophomores have internships!
Including early childhood, cosmetology, photography, law enforcement,
The Philadelphia Zoo,The Discovery Center
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Missing Person Alert!
By Goddess Wiggins
My name is Goddess Wiggins. I'm a 10th grader at Vaux Big Picture. I have worked very proudly with
keeping my Internship with ´´Deeper than Journalism.¨ “Deeper than Journalism” is a missing person show that
was created by Sergio Cruel, Sergio is also my mentor! Sergio Cruel used to work for Fox 29 news station as a
reporter. He was an intern there for years until he got hired to be in front of the scenes. He had these visions to
go solo and create his own show called ´´Deeper Than Journalism´´ to recognize missing people.
My two passions include being a fashion stylist and a Youtuber. Youtubers are people who stream their lives
on camera to entertain others. One day I got connected to Sergio Cruel by our school coach Matthew. I had to
set up an informational interview with Sergio so he could assess my skills. I then did a shadow day at Philly
Cam and he told me his story and what happened to him and why he had started his own show. After a few
more conversations he asked me to be his intern on the spot.
I was able to be behind the scenes when Sergio shot his first Missing Person Alert episode. I have been
recording his Instagram videos and posting the missing person alerts on his social media platforms. I have had to
visit the places where the missing people were last seen. These past couple of weeks Sergio has helped me on my
Youtube intro and outro (closing video), so I can start my own show. My Learning Through Internship
project will be about how to create your own Youtube channel. This will showcase to people what I have
learned from Sergio, and it can help them learn how to make their own show.
Follow Sergio Cruel’s show for updates on missing people in Philadelphia @DeeperThanJournalism

Vaux Institutes Late Room Raises On-Time Attendance!
By Goddess Wiggins
On February 19th, 2019 Vaux Big Picture High School instituted a new on-time
attendance policy to address the chronic attendance problem at Vaux. A late room was
created because students were not being held accountable for arriving to school late,
and we saw more students cutting classes. The late room is not a place you want to be.
It is uncomfortable, and you have to write reflection sheets.
Students have to be at school no later than 8:20 am or they will be sent to the late
room. If you arrive at school after 8:20 am you must fill out a
reflection form as to why you were late, and you must wait for the next period class to go
to class. You are not allowed to interrupt instruction time for the teachers and your
classmates if you are late to first period. Parents will be called at the end of the school day
by the positive support team to notify them that their child was late to school, and to try
to develop a plan to support their child with their on-time attendance.
You may be asking, what is the point? Is this working? Well the results are in. Our
on-time attendance at school is on the rise! We started off at about 75 percent of students coming to school on
time. Now we are averaging about 86 percent on-time attendance! This a huge improvement! To reward the
students who were coming on time our principal, Ms. Marla, took eligible students to Rolling Thunder for an
amazing day of skating and fun! Keep up the good work Cougars, and GET TO SCHOOL ON TIME!
Late Room
Skating Party
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Real World Learning—ARCs
Law Enforcement
By Shanette Wahor
Members from
the 9th grade class
participated in a
Law Enforcement
Real World
Learning ARC.
Students who are
interested in pursuing a career in the Law
Enforcement Field signed up for this ARC. At
Vaux in 9th grade you participate in different
six-week-long ARCs to explore different job fields.
During the six weeks you go on different trips and
participate in workshops to learn all about the jobs
in each field.
Mr. Chris is the lead teacher for the Law
Enforcement ARC. In this ARC the teachers talk
about different jobs in the Law Enforcement field,
and they mentor our 9th graders about making
good decisions and staying off the streets. The
students visited a detention center where they
learned about how inmates transition out of jail.
The students were able to interact with real inmates
and tour jail cells. They were also able to ask the
officers questions about their day to day
responsibilities.
Another trip was visiting the 39th District in
Huntington Park. They have an amazing program
called “Philly Bullies.” The program goes out into
the community to help people with their problems,
and try to help them get back on the right path.
They set them up with community connections for

future success. Mr. Chris set up a visit with them
for his 9th graders because he wants to teach Vaux
students how to stay out of trouble and avoid
mistakes. He wants to give them resources to access
if they need help. He also thinks that some students
may want a future internship in this program.

Early Childcare
By Goddess Wiggins
Early Childcare is one of
the possible ARCs
offered at Vaux Big
Picture High School as a
9th grade student. 9th
graders take weekly trips
to the daycares to learn
about the different jobs
in the Early Childcare field. The 9th graders jump
right in and work with the little oneś in a very
hands-on atmosphere. They are able to play with
them, read to them, and see if working with kids is
really a potential internship for them. This is always
a popular ARC. It usually fills up pretty fast, so
students have to act fast to get in. Ms. Daninia is
the lead teacher for the ARC.
When the students return from their daycare
visits, they spend the afternoon learning CPR. Ms.
Danina has two dummies for students to practice
on. One is a man and the other is a baby. Students
take an online course in first aid and CPR, and
then practice on the dolls.
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