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Graduation gown colors to change

Story by Justin Castillo
Bridge administrators gave the
classes of 2021 and 2022 the choice
of wearing a white gown at graduation with a GPA of 4.1 or higher or
wearing a medal with a GPA of 3.5
or higher.
Principal Jasper Lucas said, “We
are looking at changing the graduation gowns to one color.”
In the end, the second choice was
decided. All students will wear the
same color robes; the medal will indicate students with higher GPAs.
Making changes to the graduation
tradition that recognizes student accomplishments created much controversy.
Sophomores Asma Kanaan, Sasha
Lopez, Mecailyn Dorsey and Melissa
Antimo expressed their frustrations
and stated, as a group, “We do not
mean to sound disrespectful towards
any students or staff in any way, but
we believe that we need to continue
what we have been doing every year,
which was receiving medals and
white gowns, but to raise the GPA to
4.1 and above so students who get A’s
on college and high school classes
can get white gowns.”
The changes are due to previous
graduates and parents being disappointed about not meeting the requirements to wear a white gown,
administrators said.

“We’ve received concerns from
both students and parents regarding
the different gown colors and how
equitable our practices are,” the principal said.
“All students who are graduating
accomplished one common thing:
graduation requirements. We want to
be fair in how we celebrate that unified accomplishment by having students wear one gown color,” she said.
Sophomores reacted after Mrs.
Frey “happened to mention the
change with the white gowns. Sophomores were upset so they started a
petition and got more than a hundred
signatures within two class periods,”
the sophomore group statement said.
Eliminating white gowns for the
Valedictory Circle makes students
feel “less recognizable as if they are
being degraded of their hard work
and sleepless nights they have gone
through the years,” the sophomore
statement said.
“Students may feel that they are not
being recognized for their achievements as a negative, however, they
will still be recognized for their work
at senior awards and through their
accolades worn on graduation day,”
Mrs. Lucas said.
Those accolades can include sashes, cords and tassels to display during
graduation.

Photo by Leslie Corona
Sophomore Melissa Antimo
models the new silver/gray
graduation robe; however, she
opposes the decision to eliminate white and blue robes.
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Editorial

The true reason behind the blanket ban

By Liliana Aguilar, Tyler
McKay and Emilio Yanez
Blankets were banned from the
NBECHS campus about a month
ago.
This was first received from
the daily morning announcements
played during third period in all
classrooms.
Many students are upset about
this rule, while others are confused
about why this has happened.
Blankets are soft, comforting and
generally loved by almost everyone.
They keep us warm when jackets
may be a bit heavy or even too uncomfortable.
Nuevo is known to have moody
temperatures, and a number of
Bridge students bring blankets to
stay warm.
“According to what I was told
by an administrator, students were
engaging in inappropriate behavior under blankets,” Ms. S. Hansen
said.
Students say a few couples were

using blankets to get too close, and
others have started to feel uncomfortable.
This is one of the main reasons
behind the ban.
However, Assistant Principal Ms.
Howman also added, “We want you
to get in the habit of dressing the
part.”
The purpose of an Early College
high school is “training you to be
professional,” she said.
Also, Mrs. Howman said in an
email that blankets were already
against school rules.
“Pg. 31 of the handbook states:
‘Students are expected to wear
clothing that is appropriate for
school. Garments that are a distraction to the educational environment
are not permitted’.”
Freshman Andy Murga commented, “It sucks that one person
messed it up for everyone. It would
be nice if we could bring blankets
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since it’s starting to get cold.”
Other students, such as sophomore Johnny Ramirez, agree that
the ban is unfortunate since winter
just arrived.
It is unfair that a few messed it
up for the many; however, the ban
makes sense after knowing the real
reasons behind it.
It is understandable that inappropriate behavior makes people
uncomfortable, but maybe the ban
could have been less harsh.
Instead, a rule like “Only one person under one blanket” could have
been the way to go.
This way, students who truly use
their blankets for warmth wouldn’t
be affected.
Although we need to learn to be
professional in the future, we should
be able to enjoy being young and
bring blankets to remember that we
don’t have to be boring to be adults.

Give us ideas

If you disagree with our
editorial or simply want us
to write about a different
point of view, share those
ideas by writing a letter and
submitting it to room 309.
Student articles, as well
as original photographs and
letters to the editor, will be
considered for publication.
We would be more than
happy to hear what you
wish to share.
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Limit Associate’s Degrees, better college prep
By Alexis Galvez
Students are talking about whether they will be limited in the number
of associate’s degrees they will be
allowed to earn at Mt. San Jacinto
or Moreno Valley colleges.
Counselors are leading students
away from obtaining multiple associate’s degrees and toward IGETC
certification in order to save money
when they go to a university.
Mrs. Frey said students should
focus more on gaining their IGETC
because it “benefits students and
parents because of time and money.”
The IGETC certificate is used to
transfer a student’s college credits
to a four-year university.
Students take a series of classes
that are transferable and are able to
cancel out up to two years of undergraduate work.

To be clear, the counselors are
not taking anything away but helping students take classes that will
aid them in college acceptance.
The beginning of the school year
has been a roller coaster, with students stressing about many different
things, but the racking up of associate’s degrees should not have to be
one of them.
Getting an associate’s degree
in a field of study that is not related to one’s major just to put it on
their college applications will not
increase their odds of being accepted into the college they want, Mrs.
Frey said.
Mrs. Pickering said that focusing
on the Golden Four, IGETC, major
preparations, then on the associate’s
degree will “be more intentional
pathways so you don’t take unnec-

essary classes.”
The Golden Four are English
1A, English 1B, Communication 1,
and a college-level math class, Mrs.
Frey explained.
“Colleges want students to focus
more on major prep,” Mrs. Pickering added.
If students know what career they
want to pursue, counselors urge
them to inform them so they can
help get an associate’s degree in that
major and get everything else done
too.
“On behalf of the Bridge counselors, we’d like to encourage students
to concentrate on the Golden Four,
English 1A, English 1B, Communications 1, and a college level math,
IGETC, major preparation, assist.
org and then their major,” Mrs. Frey
said.

Humans of the Bridge
Rocio Llamas
Sophomore
“Something people don’t know about me is I
am a video editor, meaning I find a song, usually
20-30 seconds long. I then collect clips of a
certain person, match them to the beat, and add
effects and transitions. I also started drawing
realistically when I was 11 years old; I specialize
in realistic portraits of people. In addition, I
want to be in law enforcement when I am older;
I would prefer to be in the FBI or CIA.”
By Marylyn Carrillo and Leslie Corona

Photo by Leslie Corona
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Goodbye summer,
hello winter fashion

“This is one of
my nicer outfits
but casual.”
Freshman
Matthew Ruiz

“This
outfit is
hard.”
Senior
Julio
Martinez

“This outfit is loose and baggy.
It looks dark, but my mood is
extremely happy.”
Junior
Marc Anthony Rosales

“I kind of feel like I am in a
marching band but that wasn’t
the plan. My style ranges
from 50’s to current day. I like
choosing clothing based on the
way I am feeling.”
Senior Ashley Tilford

“This outfit is cute and consists of multiple
colors. Also, it’s casual.”
Freshman Janelly Meza

“I would say this outift is
creative and something that
I like to mix together.”
Junior Sarah Brletcih

Many Bridge students have
an eye for fashion. Last week,
girls’ outfits ranged from the
1970s to the 1980s. Also, we
saw a wide variety of colors
in their outfits. The guys’
ensembles included darker
colors and oversized clothing.
Both genders are wearing
fall colors, including mustard
yellow, maroon, brown and
black.

“This outfit is fun but casual and
girly.”
Sophomore Jaslyn Rincon

Students of the Month

Story by Tabitha Clark
Photos by Alexis Galvez
Congratulations to senior Elizabeth Camarena and freshman Edmundo Martinez for being selected
as the Students of the Month for
November.
Elizabeth was nominated by Ms.
Aguilar as “an outstanding student
in taking a stand for her education
and getting the necessary college
classes.”
Edmundo was nominated by Mr.
Clarke because “he tries to be a better person every day.”
Ms. Aguilar also nominated senior Diego Santana for “always
lending his helping hand to assist
teachers in making copies or cleaning up the classroom.”
Mr. Clarke also nominated freshman Presley Merfalen, saying she
“is always on task. She always listens and participates in class.”
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Mrs. Asberry nominated fresh- important!” Ms. Van said.
men Christian Dominguez and DanMr. Frey nominated senior Morna Munoz.
gan Black for helping out at Board
“Christian is funny and intelli- Game Night.
gent. I can always count on him to
“He did a great job explaining
come up with an out
new games
of the ordinary stratto students
egy or thought,” she
that were
said.
new. He is
Danna “is excelalways ealing in class and is a
ger to help
contribution to the
others, and I
other students in her
am happy to
group,” Mrs. Asberry
have him as
said.
an officer in
According to Mrs.
our club.”
Block,
“freshman
He also
Senior Elizabeth Camarena nominated
Grace Cazares works
very hard in PE alsenior Bianways trying to improve on her mile ca Guerrero.
times. She always has a positive at“She has done well in her college
titude.”
math class and is of great help in
Senior Hannah Rodriguez “has student tutoring,” he said.
a genuine care for othMr. Castro nominated sophomore
ers. She displays a strong Joanna Zaragoza because “she is
work ethic,” Mrs. Block intelligent, graceful, and respectsaid.
ful. She doesn’t only know how to
Ms. Van nominated do things well in my class, she also
Olivia Stoner Cubos for cares how her peers learn.”
being “one of the hardHe also recommended “a proacest working freshmen I tive and forward thinking 9th gradknow and she cares deep- er”, Grace Cazares. “Her use of rely about school events.” sources and attitude will take her far
She is a dedicated stu- some day.”
dent who “goes above
Ms. Alger nominated sophomores
Freshman Edmundo Martinez
and beyond to ensure that Santa Fe Kiler and Jodi Lacangan.
Mrs. Maguire nominated junior things get done and that they get
“Santa Fe is diligent is keeping
Alexus Ochoa, “a hard worker, but done right.”
up with his classwork while going
also very kind and empathetic. She’s
She also nominated senior Han- to college,” she said. “And I loved
always ready with a kind word.”
nah Rodriguez because she is “a the pun in his research report title.”
She also nominated junior Car- hard worker and one of the most or“Jodi’s bubbly personality and
olina Martinez, “a motivated and a ganized students I’ve ever met. She enthusiasm for English keeps all of
great student. She is also caring and works hard and makes holds all her us on track,” she said.
empathetic to others.”
friends accountable, which is really
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Humans of the Bridge
Anthony Pereda
Sophomore

“Hello, my name is Anthony Pereda.
I was born on April 10, 2003, which
is the same day as my grandmother’s
birthday. I am Mexican and Peruvian.
I am very flexible and double-jointed.
I like to watch anime and hang out
with my family during my free time.
I am also a Pokémon and Harry Potter
fanatic.”
Photo by Marylyn Carrillo

By Marylyn Carrillo and Leslie Corona

Knights on the Street
What are you thankful for ?

By Susie Oseguera and Marissa Vargas

“I’m thankful for God.”
Freshman Presley Merfalen

“I’m thankful for my family and
friends because of everything
they’ve done for me.”
Junior Mohammad Samhouri

“I am thankful for my brother
because he’s always there for me
whenever I need help with something, and he always knows what
to say when we are going through
a hard time.”
Sophomore
Juliana Garcia Lopez
“I’m thankful for the
continuous support of my
friends, family, and
girlfriend.”
Senior Blake Hefner
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Movie review

‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ tops the charts

By Alyssa Meekins
and Michelle Lopez
“Bohemian Rhapsody” is a riveting film about the band Queen and
the extraordinary life of the lead
singer, Freddie Mercury.
It tells the story of his humble
start as a young immigrant from what
is now known as
Tanzania to living
in England.
He transported
airport bags before
rising to stardom
based on his extravagant and outspoken personality.
The movie captured in great detail the struggle of
Freddie’s rock star
lifestyle and included many of his
famous songs.
It also did an
amazing job of
showing how Freddie Mercury
defied the odds and pursued his
dreams.
It has many emotional ups and
downs that can be followed by the
audience throughout.
At the end of the movie, you feel
as though you have experienced
Freddie’s life or have lived through
the era of rock ‘n’ roll.
This movie may not be suitable
for young children because it includes some scenes with drugs and
alcohol.
However, it is great for any teenager or adult who appreciates music
or who is a Queen fan.
The actor who played Freddie,
Rami Malek, represented him extremely well with his flamboyant

way of talking, acting and dressing.
Malek got really into the character, making the movie all the much
better.
All the actors looked similar to

concert.
Some of Queen’s most famous
music videos were recreated in
great detail in a way that the audience could see the process for making them.
The only downsides
to this movie are that
it is quite lengthy and
that it doesn’t give
enough
background
on the members of the
band and how they
contributed to its popularity.
Although the movie focuses mainly on
Freddie Mercury and
his story, you still get
to see how the band
progresses
together
Courtesy of Times Now News over time.
Overall, the movie was very enjoyable
with great scenes and a
their respective band members.
great soundtrack to go along with it.
The directors of the movie porIt allows the audience to get intrayed Freddie’s unique appearance volved with the characters and get
well.
close and personal with Freddie
He was well-known for his sig- Mercury.
nature mustache, overbite, aviator
I would recommend this to a
glasses and short hair later on in his friend or anyone of my family memlife, which was shown in the movie. bers for a movie night.
One of the notably best scenes
The movie will take you on an
was the recreation of the band per- emotional roller coaster through
forming on stage at the Live Aid Freddie’s life.
concert in 1985.
Even someone who is not a
This scene was particularly mov- Queen fan or doesn’t know anying because of the emotion coming thing about Freddie Mercury or his
from the band, Freddie, and the band could easily follow along and
crowd.
learn his story.
It showed some things that FredFrom the ups of his rising stardie was able to accomplish, like in- dom to the downs of his AIDs diagcreasing the awareness of AIDS and nosis, this movie will bring you on
AIDS treatment by playing in the a journey through time.
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Cheerleaders get fired up

By Jaylynn Harris
and Kassandra Oceguda
Photos by Kassandra Oceguda
This year’s cheer team cheered
on the football team and is preparing for basketball.
Coach Derner and Assistant
Coach Jay lead the group.
Coach Derner has been the team’s
coach since last year; however, this
is Coach Jay’s first year.
This year’s captains are seniors
Sindey Aguilar and Tiffany Murga
Duarte.
Sindey has been on the team
since her freshman year and was
previously co-captain.
Tiffany has been on the team
since her sophomore year.
“We had a rough start, but we’re
way more prepared than last year,”
Tiffany said. “Stunts are going up
quicker and the girls are more cooperative.”
Their goal for this year is to hold
plenty of events and win competitions, which start soon.
There are 33 members on the
team within six stunt groups.
Flyers are seniors Sindey Aguilar, Margie Mcintosch and Mireya
Brito, juniors Liliana Vazquez,
Caitlyn Thorpe and Elvia B. Ruiz,

Coach Derner and Assistant Coach
Jay

Jacob Gray.
The team is aiming to win regionals and make it to nationals, but
there are concerns that some members may not be able to participate
due to medical reasons.
Tiffany’s advice for future cheer
members is, “Don’t get discouraged; have a positive attitude. At the
end of the day, it will work out.”
Although it may seem fun to be
part of the cheer team, it is not all
fun and games. Hours of practice
going in to every event.

and sophomore Sasha Lopez.
Bases are seniors Kendehl Hill,
Tiffany Murga, Amanda Weibel, Roxana Ortiz and Chloe Rodriguez; juniors Leeah Barnett,
Brooke Castelluccio, Savina Hernandez, Kaylee McCobb and Hailey Schoenfelder; sophomores Alyssa Al-Bagdadi, Annicka Castro,
Angelica Estrada, Marissa Heredia,
Madison Rodriguez, Dalia Reyes
and Kylee McConnell; and freshman Lola Lopez
The squad includes six boys: Seniors Alexx Nunez, Ernesto Quiroz,
Nicholas Gaba and Josiah Nelson, Captains Sindey Aguilar and Tiffany
junior Adam Elsayed and freshman Murga Duarte

Cheer team performs at halftime during the Homecoming victory over Sherman Indian School.
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Singleton makes history at Bridge

By Justin Castillo

Our very own U.S. History
teacher, Michelle Singleton, made
her own history by running for the
State Assembly in District 67 as a
Democrat.
Although she was defeated by
incumbent Melissa Melendez
(Rep.), Mrs. Singleton has fond
memories about the experience.
She is undecided on whether
she will run again.
“I know I’ll be working on a
campaign in 2020, but I don’t
know if it’ll be mine,” she said.
Mrs. Singleton began her campaign in 2016.
“I was motivated to run after
the 2016 election when I saw or
maybe experienced a lot of division in my community and country,” she said.
She decided the state assembly
would be the best place to serve
the community as well as California.
“I was also asked to run for
office by some of my students in
2016 and their parents. And then
some local political leaders, like
the guy who ran (unsuccessfully)
for state assembly, Jorge Lopez,
in 2016.”
Mrs. Singleton had various
ideas she wanted to incorporate.
“If I had been elected, I really
wanted to work on job development for Riverside County. I noticed in the campaign trail that
was the number one concern to
everyone I talked to,” she said.
“People wanted to work closer
to home and feel more connected

to the community, participate in
more school events and be closer to family. With so many people working outside the community, many people didn’t get this
chance,” she added.
Reforming health care in Cal-

al-world application to my history
classes and I taught political science,” she said.
“I was able to bring those meetings and conversations with people into the classroom,” she said.
To handle the workload, she

Courtesy of Michelle Singleton
Mrs. Singleton spoke to the Labor Caucus for the California Democratic
Party during her campaign for the state Assembly.

ifornia by making it more accessible and affordable was another
part of her platform, as well as
providing universal preschool.
Balancing being a history
teacher and running for elected
office did not go well, so she took
a leave of absence from school at
the end of the campaign.
“I tried to use my experience of
running to office to bring more re-

said, “I had to keep a strict schedule, and I don’t think time management was ever more important
in my life,” she said.
“I started using Google calendar more extensively, and I had
every agenda color coded. Political deals, deadlines for work,
teaching, my family, down to who
was picking up my son from preschool,” she said.
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Cross Country ends the season in good time

Story and photos
by Jocelyn Altamirano

Sophomore Isabel
Saldana tries to
beat her record.

Knights cross country ended its
season with several great times and
a trip to CIF.
Some team members said they
thought they had done great and
tried the best they could during their
CIF meet.
The boys’ varsity team placed
first in the league competition with
a record of 19:07.
The girls’ varsity team placed
second with an average of 26:08.
The junior varsity boys’ average
time during their league championships was 22:10, putting them in 5th
place.
CIF Prelims
1. Freshman Jorge Guillen
18:33
2. Senior Sebastian Ibarra
19:37
3. Junior Nathan Padilla
19:39
4. Senior Julian Soto
20:17
5. Junior Xzavier Mora
20:31
6. Junior Christopher Caroll
20:39
7. Sophomore Daniel Baca
20:43

Meanwhile, the girls’ junior varsity placed second 2nd with a time
of 39:34.
During the CIF Boys’ Division
Prelims, Bridge placed in 18th with
an average time of 19:32.
The school may have not been
place in the top five. but team members were happy with what they accomplished.
“I think we did good in CIF. All
the runners did their best to qualify and gave it their all,” said senior
Kevin Escalante.
“During the CIF meet. I feel like
we all put our best foot forward and
did the best we could,” said senior
Blake Hefner.
Not only did the team put up good
times in their CIF events, they also
set personal bests during the entire
season.
“I think I personally did good. I
saw I kept improving on my times,
and I felt good about my progress,”
Kevin said.
“During the season, I feel like I
did everything I could on the course,
and I’m happy to have been a part of
the team for the past three years,”
Blake added.

Sophomore Luna Soto (left) and senior
Halle Nugent (right) during Bridge’s
league meet.

League Championships
Boys Varsity - 1st place
1. Sophomore Jesus Rivera
2. Senior Sebastian Ibarra
3. Freshman Jorge Guillen
4. Senior Julian Soto
5. Sophomore Daniel Baca
Girls Varsity - 2nd place
1. Sophomore Isabel Saldana
2. Junior Kura Manisa
3. Junior Isabella Garcia
4. Junior Liliana Vazquez
5. Sophomore Luna Soto
Boys Junior Varsity- 5th place
1. Senior Blake Hefner
2. Sophomore Anthony Mejia
3. Freshman Rolando Cabrera
4. Sophomore Benjamin Martin
5. Freshman David Santos
Girls Junior Varsity - 2nd place
1. Sophomore Julia Rueda
2. Sophomore Mariana Salas
3. Sophomore Marylyn Carrillo
4. Sophomore Cindy Santiago
5. Junior Destiny Hernandez

Sophomore Adryan Macias runs for
the finish line.
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Boys’ varsity soccer controls the field

Story by Justin Castillo
and Katelynn Ramirez

Boys’ varsity soccer started
the season on a high note by winning its first game of the season
3-0 against the host West Valley
Mustangs.
The three goals were made by
seniors Kevin Escalante, Rey
Naranjo and captain Sean Palena.
The captains this season are
seniors Sebastian Ibarra and Jonathan Arellano and Palena.
“It’s my final high school soccer season, I have the highest expectations of us to win league,”
Sebastian said.
“In all, I want to enjoy the
season with my teammates and
share some memories that will
stick with us for a lifetime,” he
added.

The Knights lost 0-2 at the to a home game against the Tahfirst home game against the Tah- quitz Titans.
quitz Titans.
The team is determined to
This loss brought the Knights work hard and be victorious the
rest of the season.
Senior Pablo Lopez said, “This
team has great potential if we
come together to play the game
we love. The team has been training since the third week of school
to build up an amazing team.”
He continued, “We have been
playing together since sophomore year and we are ready to
take on what the year hold.”
Some games to look forward
to are the home games against
Photo by Katelynn Ramirez Orange Vista today (Nov. 30)
and Dec. 10 against Santa Rosa
Sophomore Jesus Rivera dribbles
Academy.
the ball.

Boys JV soccer takes the field

By Justin Castillo
and Katelynn Ramirez

Boys’ junior varsity tied its first
game 3-3 against West Valley High
School.
Two goals were made by sophomore Gabriel Lopez. The third was
made by junior Elionel Botello.
JV won second place overall at
the Hemet tournament.
In their first game of the tournament, Boys’ JV beat San Bernardino
3-0.
The three goals were made by
sophomores Adryan Macias and
Jair Camera and freshman Brandor
Perez.
At the tournament, the Knights
won first place in their bracket.
The team tied Yucaipa 2-2.

However, they lost 3-1 in the
championship game against North
High. Sophomore Gabriel Lopez
scored once again.
The squad turned things around
at their game against host Orange
Vista Coyotes as they defeated them
4-0.

Two of the four goals were scored
by Christopher Morales.
The other two goals were scored
by sophomores Gabriel Lopez and
Emmanuel Casas.
Bridge will be host its final game
Dec. 5 against the Bloomington
Bruins.

Boys JV meet up after the Hemet tournament.

Photo by Susie Oseguera
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Law Offices
of
Edward R. Strelow

Practicing attorney in areas of civil law since 1990,
principally taking cases in Western Riverside and San
Bernardino counties in Southern California.
Areas of practice include
Family Law: divorce, child support and alimony including District Attorney/

DCS cases, child custody, paternity, adoption

Business and Real Estate Litigation: breach of contract, unfair competition,

building defects, employee and employer sexual harassment and discrimination claims
Personal Injury: automobile accidents, product defects

Education Law and Charter Schools
Appeals: in the areas noted above

FREE CONSULTATION
Reasonable hourly rates and advance fee retainer. Credit cards accepted.
Personal injury cases are usually “contingency” with fees based on a
percentage of recovery. No fee if there is no recovery.
EDWARD R. STRELOW
4333 ORANGE STREET, SUITE 10
RIVERSIDE, CA 92501
(951) 787-8960

