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CALENDAR

Ink Blot

WEBSITE

8/

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

10 / BOARD MEETING

25 /

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

26 /

GRADUATION

6:30 PM

Join the Village
Hiring 2018-2019
We are accepting applications for the 2018-2019
school year. Check our “Jobs” page on our website to
stay up-to-date on open positions.

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners.
Tours an be scheduled online on our website. Last day
for tours is May 11, 2018.

We Are Moving Homes
The next time you read a VT newsletter we will be at our
new campus in Duncanville. We will once again be on
one location, PreK - 12th grade. We will be home.
As we celebrate our move, we also want to take a minute
to reflect on the spaces and buildings we have been
fortunate to call home for the past five years.
Big Tech: WOW! It’s incredible how a 45 day build has
housed hundreds of students in an adaptive and
supportive environment. It has been an adventure
naming the pieces of our home—Front Office, High
School Quad, Saw Road, Saw River—and overcoming
trying moments such as learning how to handle driveline
or ice on the decks. We are grateful for this space where
our students have been given freedom to learn and
explore. And while we will miss Big Tech deeply, we also

realize we have outgrown this campus and are ready to
move on to our new home.
ECC (Little Tech): We are proud of and thankful for our
modular campus 2.0. This space was a welcome
opportunity to improve and iterate on designing a
mobile campus. It was important for us to experience the
distinct world of Little Tech, but to also be reminded that
we will always be ONE Village. This is what our new home
will give us; we will be coming back together—One
Village, One Home.
This fall we will start a new adventure in a new home, but
we will continue on the same mission: Through great
teachers working together, we are forging students who
are character driven, challenge ready and community
focused.

Thursdays at 2:30pm
Fridays at 9:00am
Online Sign-Up

Beauty and the Beast
May 3, 4, and 5

Thursday, May 3 @ 7pm
Friday, May 4 @ 7pm
Saturday, May 5 @ 2pm and 7pm
Tickets

Forge On 2018: Built FORGE Tough
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On Saturday, April 21 all our students, PreK through High School, gathered to
present their innovative FORGED solutions to real-world challenges! With
parents, teachers, community members and partners, these students shared
their educational journey, technical skills, prototype designs, professional
products, and big ideas.
Despite the chilling rain, people gathered inside and out for food trucks, local
artisan vendors, and a live performance by our own, William Addison.
Continued on page 4 >

Thank you to our amazing Forge On sponsors: Northstar Builders Group, Frost
Bank, Imagetek Office Systems, SMU Design Council, WRA Architects, Inc.,
and More Bounce Party Rentals.

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:

this dream to reimagine education for kids a

In January we hosted our Home of Tomorrow reality! We look forward to seeing how our new
Groundbreaking! Now that we are in April, campus builds more opportunities to transform
construction on the standing building is moving along kids' lives and passions.
fast! The demolition of the interior is complete and

As a Village we are all invited to make VT history

Northstar Construction has framed walls and is moving by participating in this move. You can donate towards
on to the next phases of renovation. Check out the the $150,000 parent campaign, volunteer your time to
current photos of recent progress of our new Home of assist with the move, and invite your friends to be a
Tomorrow!

part of Village Tech. To learn more, please visit our

Village Tech will start the 2018 -2019 school HGVT page on our website.
year with all of grades PK-12 at our new,
permanent location. We are so grateful to our entire
community for believing in our mission and making

Hallway/Study Cube

Cafeteria

Our first ever HGVT Crowdfunding Campaign is underway and
students, teachers, facility, parents, and VT community continue to
come together for our future campus! Recently students have been
touring the construction of their new campus (see 7th graders
exploring to the right).
Our Campaign’s focus has been to get our entire Village involved in
building our new campus. We hope to look back and see the
handprint of every member of our Village on our Home of Tomorrow.
In case you missed the news, The Hillcrest Foundation awarded
Village Tech our first ever six-figure donation! This brings our
campaign total with gifts and pledges to just around $170,000. We
have a ways to go, but this was a step to be celebrated! Learn more
or give >

Forge/Lab Space

Forge on 2018: Built FORGE Tough (cont.)

(continued from page 2) We were amazed by our students’ display of empathy,
professionalism, technical skills, and beautiful work! At Forge On, students Pre-K
through High School presented their knowledge and educational journey built by their
own experience and passions.
It makes us proud to hear our students express how they have learned through
the process of failure or how they have grown in compassion for serving their
community. Forge On is about High School students working to adapt a wheelchair to
help an individual in their community become more independent. It’s about 5th graders
who are ignited with a passion for serving those affected by Hurricane Harvey. Forge On
is big ideas, community, and the brilliance of students!
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What does it mean to be FORGE TOUGH?
RESILIENCE - the ability to bounce back from failure
DARING GREATLY - show up, be seen, be courageous
VULNERABILITY- the birthplace of many of the fulfilling
experiences we long for — love, belonging, joy, creativity,
and trust, to name a few — the process of regaining our
footing in the midst of struggle is where our courage is
tested and our values are forged.

In case you missed it…

Digital Portfolio Webinar: Justin & Preston
Watch the entire Webinar here.

Forge Director, Justin Robinson, and VT Senior,
Preston Myers, recently hosted a Webinar with Bulb
on the importance of and the challenge to
documenting the learning process. At Village Tech we
want our students to not only create beautiful work,
but to have a deep learning experience—to
understand the process and story of their work.

Justin: ”How a student created
something is just as important as
the piece they created.
Documenting process helps future
employers and schools
understand that the student
knows how to go from point A to
point B, all the way to the final
product. That they have grit to
overcome different obstacles that
come in the way. We want the
story to be told. It's not just about the finished
piece. Process documentation gives what could be
a sterile piece of artwork or an engineering
project or a paper you wrote what I call a soul: the
story behind it.”

Preston: ”The iterative digital portfolio process can
seem redundant, but it is so worth it. It shows the
versatility and skills you have other than just test
scores and being smart in the classroom. I even
had a company contact me about my work. Getting
acknowledged from people aside from my teacher
and parents means I'm doing the amount of good
work I should be and it’s not being overlooked. That
really motivated me."
Watch the full Bulb webinar to hear Justin and
Preston discuss: how they document process in the
classroom without disrupting the creation
process, what tactics have worked well to ensure they
don't forget to document along the way, and a few of
Preston's published process pages on his bulb
portfolio.

Beauty and the Beast
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Village Tech Theatre

Beauty and the Beast is an incredible display of student dedication, creativity, and grit.
From start to finish, the production has been student driven and the results are amazing.
Through the costumes and the set, to the behind the scenes tech—student work and heart has
shined in every piece of the Beauty and the Beast musical. The production has been student
directed, choreographed, designed, and so much more! We are beyond proud of the students,
staff, and parents who have dedicated countless amounts of time, creativity, work, and support!
“I cannot even begin to express how wonderful, amazing and mesmerizing Beauty and
the Beast was last night! The students, from the actors to stage hands, put on an amazing
show! So proud!!” - VT Parent
If you have not seen the production yet, it is not too late: May 3, 4, and 5. Buy tickets now!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and more!

May 8th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Board Member Nomination
We are looking to add an additional Board member to serve. As a public charter
school, our Board members are selected through a Nominating Committee
process; not elected in local elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors
dedicated to furthering the mission and vision of VT. We are looking for someone
who is a team player with leadership expertise and connections to the Dallas
community. This is a working board with a minimum of one meeting per month.
If you have someone you think would make an excellent addition to our Board,
please email dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

The CONFIDENCE Booster
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by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character, Counseling

1. Inner Game: Mindfulness – Observe your thoughts.
Our brains are wired too have focus on the negative, that's why we tend to pay
more attention the one thing that we did wrong, rather than all the things that
went well. Be aware of the thoughts you are having today. One of the best
antidotes is to take stock of your strengths. Be like a detective today and ask 3
people what they see as your strengths and do the same for them. Lastly, manage
your mindset. Let go of perfectionism and make sure you listen to your inner
coach rather than your inner critic! Create "I am..." statements to affirm your
strengths. Review/say them daily.
2. Outer Game: Energy flows where your focus flows!
What comes naturally that you LOVE, you should do more of! What makes hours
feel like minutes for you? Where do you get your flow? In this flow, challenge
yourself just past your comfort zone. Consciously develop a skill; a sport, a

language, even practicing gratitude with your friends, and see that with your
efforts, you do get better. Your ability to fall down and get back up while
developing that skill will provide proof of your efficacy. Track your little wins. Do
something that moves you forward every day and jot it down. Give yourself
evidence of your consistency – it will make you have trust in yourself!
3. Putting It Together: Show up as your best self.
Intention + mindset (resilience) + action (consistent small wins) = confidence!
Bonus tip: If you want more confidence, go out and help someone else and you
will soon be reminded of what you have inside of you. This confidence doesn’t
come from comparison or competition, it is not empty bravado, or attracting
attention to yourself in a narcissistic way - it comes from being true to your best
self, practicing what you CHOOSE is important to you!

Free CA$H for VT

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

May Testing Schedule
May 8-11
May 8- Algebra 1
May 9- Biology
May 10- US History
May 11- AP US History
May 14-18
May 14- 3-7 Math
May 15- 3-7 Reading
May 16- 5&8 Science, AP English Language and Composition
May 17- 8 Social Studies, AP World History
May 18- AP Human Geography
If you have any questions, please email
ajohansen@villagetechschools.org.
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VTHS Presents ArtAPalooza
A night of arts, music, food and more!

In April, our Village Tech High School presented”ArtAPalooza” at
Visual Expressions! This art night highlighted the art and graphic
design pieces created this school year by our High School
students. At the event there was visual artwork on display and for
sale, live music performances, interactive art stations for guests,
and food trucks!
Our students were thrilled to share their creativity with you
through their artwork they have been working on all year!
Throughout this art night, pieces were on sale to raise funds for
art classroom equipment. Thank you to all those that supported
the students and the art program at Village Tech!

PROM 2018: A Red Carpet Event
by Adrian Arista, 8th Grade Teacher

It may not be as "final" as a Graduation
Ceremony, but the Senior Prom is definitely
a once in a lifetime event that for many
students, has been years in the making!
During our five year history, Village Tech has
had many firsts, but 2018 is special, as we say

goodbye to our first, our founding, Class of
2018. Our first Senior Prom was "Prom 2018: A
Red Carpet Event," held at Rangers Ballpark in
Arlington on Saturday, April 28th. Seniors
walked the red carpet, posing for friends, family,
and fans before entering the party, however,
many stayed out to take advantage of the

wonderful and unique setting the Ballpark
offered. A lot of planning and effort went into
making this a special night for our Seniors,
effort from students, teachers, and parents who
volunteered time and energy, please know your
hard work is greatly appreciated.
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What’s Happening Around the Village

8th iSigned Night
The annual iSigned event is a celebration of our 8th
grade students entering into High School.
Congratulations to our Class of 2020 and welcome
to the VTHS family! This tradition at Village Tech is
the first of many high school memories. Our
students were welcomed by members of our
current senior class and members of next year's
senior class. We are so proud of our new members
of the Village Tech High School family!

Class of 2018 College Acceptances
The college acceptances keep rolling in! Our Village Tech senior class is currently at 77% acceptance with $703,000 in scholarships, and those numbers
are still climbing! We are so proud of our seniors!
New acceptances to UNT, Tarleton, Mary-Hardin Baylor, and Texas Southern University, Robert Morris University (Illinois) and Malone University (Ohio), University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Alabama State University, Texas A&M Galveston, Sul Ross University, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, UT Dallas, Metropolitan State University
of Denver, Clark Atlanta University, Stephen F. Austin, Texas State University, ACU, THE Dillard University, Huston Tilloston, Bethune Cookman, Hampton University,
Spelman College, Oklahoma Baptist University, Northern Arizona University , Fisher College, Morgan State University, Colorado State, Texas A&M- Kingsville, Texas
College, Philander Smith, Creighton University, Wingate University, Texas State University, Ogle School of Hair Skin and Nails, Air Force E3 status, Langston University,
University of North Texas, Prairie View A&M University, Texas Southern University, Regis University, Oral Roberts University, Texas Christian University, MidWestern
State University, Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University- College Station, Baylor University, Navarro College, Texas A&M Commerce, Mississippi
Valley State, Dallas Baptist University, Wichita State, Mary Hardin-Baylor, Abilene Christian, Texas A&M -Texarkana, Air Force, Marines, and…

Junior Ring Ceremony
What a night! The Class of 2019 ring ceremony—such
a special memory and celebration! We are so proud of
our soon-to-be seniors!

Buy your 2017-2018 Yearbook
This is the yearbook you don’t want to miss!
Order now: villagetechschools.org/yearbook
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Join the Village
Hiring 2018-2019
We are accepting applications for the 2018-2019
school year. Check our “Jobs” page on our website to
stay up-to-date on open positions.

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners.
Tours an be scheduled online on our website. Last day
for tours is May 11, 2018.

Lots Happening this Month!
We are turning another corner featuring the high school information
on the school year! One more quarter night, introduction to AIM for Success
to go, then it will be time for summer.
for grades 4th-7th and Focus on
Success for grades 8th-11th. Also that
For this month we have testing night, I would like to meet with all who
beginning, Forge On: Built FORGE are interested in creating a Parent
Tough, an added school day for A c t i o n Te a m t o r e d e s i g n t h e
students on April 23rd because of playground at the new building. Bring
inclement weather, and many more your ideas with you.
activities! April 10th at 6:30pm is our
Robert Johansen
Parent Connect Meeting. We are
Assistant Superintendent

Thursdays at 2:30pm
Fridays at 9:00am
Online Sign-Up

FORGE ON 2018:
Built FORGE Tough

Saturday, April 21
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
First United Methodist Church Duncanville
Learn more on the next page >

Forge On 2018: Built FORGE Tough
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Saturday, April 21 • 9:00am - 3:00pm
First United Methodist Church of Duncanville
403 South Main St. Duncanville, TX 75116

RSVP

Join Village Tech Schools and the community as students Pre-K through High School present innovative FORGED
solutions to real-world challenges! Our students are excited to share with you their educational journey,
technical skills, prototype designs, professional products, and big ideas.
Students at every grade level will be presenting their research, design process, innovative solutions, and learning
outcomes at the exhibition. Some challenges you will see: Pre-K students bringing awareness to recycling and waste
consumption, 5th grade students organizing food drives and creating care packages for their community in need,
Juniors presenting their professional internship experiences, and Senior designed Odyssey capstone projects.
This event is a celebration for the entire community and other activities will include food trucks, live
entertainment, local artisan vendors, and interactive community areas!
To learn about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Aubrey Floyd at afloyd@villagetechschools.org.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:

this dream to reimagine education for kids a

In January we hosted our Home of Tomorrow reality! We look forward to seeing how our new
Groundbreaking! Now that we are in April, campus builds more opportunities to transform
construction on the standing building is moving along kids' lives and passions.
fast! The demolition of the interior is complete and

As a Village we are all invited to make VT history

Northstar Construction has framed walls and is moving by participating in this move. You can donate towards
on to the next phases of renovation. Check out the the $150,000 parent campaign, volunteer your time to
current photos of recent progress of our new Home of assist with the move, and invite your friends to be a
Tomorrow!

part of Village Tech. To learn more, please visit our

Village Tech will start the 2018 -2019 school HGVT page on our website.
year with all of grades PK-12 at our new,
permanent location. We are so grateful to our entire
community for believing in our mission and making

Hallway/Study Cube

Cafeteria

Our first ever HGVT Crowdfunding Campaign is underway and
students, teachers, facility, parents, and VT community continue to
come together for our future campus! Huge thank you to everyone
who sold chocolate - every bar made a difference! The BMX Bike show
was an awesome celebration of all the chocolate sold!
Our Campaign’s focus has been to get our entire Village involved in
building our new campus. We hope to look back and see the
handprint of every member of our Village on our Home of Tomorrow.
In case you missed the news, The Hillcrest Foundation awarded
Village Tech our first ever six-figure donation! This brings our
campaign total with gifts and pledges to just around $170,000. We
have a ways to go, but this was a step to be celebrated! Learn more
or give >

Forge/Lab Space

Digital Portfolio Webinar with Justin & Preston 4
Watch the entire Webinar here.

Forge Director, Justin Robinson, and VT Senior, Preston
Myers, recently hosted a Webinar with Bulb on the
importance of and the challenge to documenting the
learning process. At Village Tech we want our students to
not only create beautiful work, but to have a deep learning
experience—to understand the process and story of their
work.
Justin: ”How a student created something is just as
important as the piece they created. Documenting process
helps future employers and schools understand that the
student knows how to go from point A to point B, all the
way to the final product. That they have grit to overcome
different obstacles that come in the way. We want the story to be told. It's not just about the finished piece.
Process documentation gives what could be a sterile piece of artwork or an engineering project or a
paper you wrote what I call a soul: the story behind it.”
Preston: ”The iterative digital portfolio process can seem redundant, but it is so worth it. It shows the
versatility and skills you have other than just test scores and being smart in the classroom. I even had a
company contact me about my work. Getting acknowledged from people aside from my teacher and parents
means I'm doing the amount of good work I should be and it’s not being overlooked. That really motivated me."
Watch the full Bulb webinar to hear Justin and Preston discuss: how they document process in the classroom
without disrupting the creation process, what tactics have worked well to ensure they don't forget to document
along the way, and a few of Preston's published process pages on his bulb portfolio.

Design Thinking: A Student’s Perspective
By Isis Toldson, 12th Grade Student features in the Getting Smart Blog

In case you missed it…
Design Thinking (DT) is currently gaining traction in
the workplace. Armed with post-it notes and sharpies,
companies are reimagining how they do what they
do. Businesses like Airbnb have used design
thinking’s human-centered design mindsets to better
connect with customers and boost sales… One of the
places that design thinking is most obvious at Village
Tech is in the Forge, the space where students go to

make our wild ideas reality. Housing an art lab,
workshop, computer lab, design studio, and
makerspace, the Forge is never missing the smell of
sawdust or the frustrated groans of a student
struggling against a new challenge. It is in this space
that the doctrine of “fail fast, fail often” is clearly seen.
It’s where we learn that our own learning does not
happen apart from failure, because learning is a
product of failure. In the words of our
Superintendent, David Williams, Village Tech is based
on a failosophy, because “failing is just the first
attempt in learning.”
…In four short months, I will be graduating high
school and heading off into the future. For now, I plan
on going to undergraduate school for a degree in
Business, with the goal of pursuing corporate law.
With this degree, I will help small startup businesses
maneuver the rapidly changing world of business

and help them bring their big ideas to life without
the fear of being silenced by much bigger and older
companies. Even though that is my goal right now, I
know that my plans may change, and whether I
pursue law or not I know that what I’ve learned about
Design Thinking will always be apart of my life. Even
now, I use DT’s principles to make decisions in day to
day life. Because of DT, I approach difficult things
in life as challenges, not problems–even
homework. As I grow and change, I don’t think I
will outgrow these valuable lessons, instead I
believe Design Thinking will grow and
change with me.
Read the entire feature here >

5

Popcorn Party Reading Challenge
by Brandi Olmstead, PreK-5th Director

The reading challenge was designed
to encourage students to read at
home. 3rd grade was challenged to
“POP into a book” by reading 4
chapter books in a month! Once
they completed the reading
challenge, these students attended
a POPCORN party. Way to go 3rd
grade students - what a treat!

3rd Graders and Power Tools
Our 3rd grade students have been busy in
the Forge learning about the safety and use
of the different tools needed to build their
new sign for their “Spark Park.” These 3rd
graders are growing their technical skills
and working together to create something
beautiful.
Make sure to find these students at Forge
On and ask them about their experience and
building process!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• 8th Grade Intro to HS Meeting
• and more!

April 10th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Board Member Nomination
We are looking to add an additional Board member to serve. As a public charter
school, our Board members are selected through a Nominating Committee
process; not elected in local elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors
dedicated to furthering the mission and vision of VT. We are looking for someone
who is a team player with leadership expertise and connections to the Dallas
community. This is a working board with a minimum of one meeting per month.
If you have someone you think would make an excellent addition to our Board,
please email dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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VT Represents @ Deeper Learning
Elizabeth Podany and Justin
Robinson presented at the Deeper
Learning Conference in San Diego,
CA. This conference is an annual
gathering of powerful educators
focused on creating more
opportunities for students to learn
deeply.
At Deeper Learning you: Experience deeper
learning for yourself through deep dives,
interactive workshops and an innovative
makerspace. Connect with powerful educators

Free CA$H for VT

who care deeply about preparing students for
college and the careers of tomorrow. Create epic
ideas, practices and tools that will equip you to
spread deeper learning.

VT Musician Auditons!
Join me (Mr. Williams) in a special presentation at Village
Tech's first graduation on Saturday, May 26. I am looking for
musicians who can play guitar, bass, drums, keys/piano or sing.
This is for any Village Tech student with musical talent.

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Step 1: Email me a short video (less than a minute) showing off
your musical ability. Use your VT email to send the video. Include
your name and grade in the email. Make the subject line look like
this: Guitar Audition (just replace guitar with your audition
instrument or voice).
Video is due: Tuesday, April 17 by 9 PM.
Step 2: Live auditions will take place on Monday, April 23 at Big
Tech. You will be notified if you make it to the live audition round
and can sign up for times then.
Email me at dwilliams@villagetechschools.org with your videos or
any questions.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

Graduation Rocks!
Mr. Williams
CEO/Superintendent
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VTHS Presents ArtAPalooza
A night of arts, food and more!

Village Tech High School presents to the community "ArtAPalooza."
This art night will highlight art and graphic design pieces created this
school year by High School students. Visual artwork will be on
display, music will be playing, and food will be served.
Our students are so excited to share their artwork with you!
Art pieces will be on sale. All proceeds will go to raising funds for art
classroom equipment. Cash, credit cards, and checks will be accepted.

ArtAPalooza
Saturday, April 14
4:00-8:00 PM
Visual Expressions

Genius Hour
Forging students who are leaders of their own learning

What would happen if we gave students one
class period per week, for 9 weeks, to explore
something they are passionate about?
Our Juniors were given this opportunity to take
their curiosity, invest in their passion, and explore.
Several students had to reach outside the walls of
our school to follow their Genius Hour project. One
student, who wants to create a ceremonial baseball
bat for the team, had to find access to a large lathe.
Many students wanted to learn about cooking,
including one that wants to make his own cheese.
After 8 weeks of being in charge of their own
learning on Fridays, the students came together to
show off what they learned and created. These
students were exploding with wildly different
projects and ideas! Check out some photos and a
brief summary of a few student presentations to the
right. Learn more about the students’ learning
process on Mr. Cowden’s SHIELD >

Designing his own line of soccer cleats.

Learning to play piano.

Teaching the class ballet.

Designing a palette of makeup colors.

A Ukelele duet.

Creating an interior design company.

A piano duet.

Educating us on mechanics of car engines.

Quilting a blanket.
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What’s Happening Around the Village

STAAR Night
We appreciated the parents who attended and
participated in the Informational STAAR Night!
We heard lots of positive feedback regarding
what students are working on at school and how
parents can help at home. We loved seeing
parents experience the content quiz in a student
role while their child watched on. Thank you
again for being a fantastic part of our STAAR
preparation! You made the night spectacular!
#villagize

Class of 2018 College Acceptances
The college acceptances keep rolling in! Our Village Tech senior class is currently at 77% acceptance with $703,000 in scholarships, and those numbers
are still climbing! We are so proud of our seniors!
New acceptances to UNT, Tarleton, Mary-Hardin Baylor, and Texas Southern University, Robert Morris University (Illinois) and Malone University (Ohio), University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Alabama State University, Texas A&M Galveston, Sul Ross University, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, UT Dallas, Metropolitan State University
of Denver, Clark Atlanta University, Stephen F. Austin, Texas State University, ACU, THE Dillard University, Huston Tilloston, Bethune Cookman, Hampton University,
Spelman College, Oklahoma Baptist University, Northern Arizona University , Fisher College, Morgan State University, Colorado State, Texas A&M- Kingsville, Texas
College, Philander Smith, Creighton University, Wingate University, Texas State University, Ogle School of Hair Skin and Nails, Air Force E3 status, Langston University,
University of North Texas, Prairie View A&M University, Texas Southern University, Regis University, Oral Roberts University, Texas Christian University, MidWestern
State University, Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University- College Station, Baylor University, Navarro College, Texas A&M Commerce, Mississippi
Valley State, Dallas Baptist University, Wichita State, Mary Hardin-Baylor, Abilene Christian, Texas A&M -Texarkana, Air Force, Marines, and…

Dance Team Volunteers for their Community
On March 19th, our VTHS Pearls Dance Team volunteered at Scottish Rite Hospital.
The girls performed for the kids there and also read books aloud to them. We are so
proud of our students and the giving their time and passions to serve their
community!
There will be dance team tryouts held on April 24-27, view the calendar for more
information.

Jeremiah Brantley 100m Dash!

Congratulations to Jeremiah Brantley on finishing 5th in STATE
in the 100 meter final! Way to go! And shout out to Coach
Ingram for your dedication to our track & field team!

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
March 2018
CALENDAR
WEBSITE

6/

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

Ink Blot
8/

INFORMATION NIGHT

6:00 PM

8 / BOARD MEETING

23 /

CHOCOLATE SALES END

6:30 PM

Join the Village
Hiring 2018-2019
We are accepting applications for the 2018-2019
school year. Check our “Jobs” page on our website to
stay up-to-date on open positions.

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners.
Tours an be scheduled online on our website.

Listening to Our Students
“Love takes up where knowledge I am challenging all of us (adults) to
leaves off.” - Thomas Aquinas.
take the knowledge we have, be
smart, do great things, be responsible,
We (adults) know everything, have and… allow our children to take up
done much, have formed many our time. If we change the quote a
opinions, and sometimes seem to little bit, with over 5 years of Village
have little use for small conversations. Tech Schools in my mind, my most
We teach, instruct, challenge, move important question after all we
forward and… did we forget to allow accomplished is, “Did I listen to what
our children to have conversations? the students had to say?”
Talk about their interests, listen to their
Robert Johansen
opinions, acknowledge their
Assistant Superintendent
accomplishments or provide thoughts.

Thursdays at 2:30pm
Fridays at 9:00am
Online Sign-Up

Juniors Out On Internships
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Class of 2019

For most High School students
"What do I want to be when I grow
up?" or "What's next?" are burning
questions. To plan next steps at VT, we
examine our person, consider our
passions, and then work really hard.

VT Juniors are everywhere at internships! This is our medical
group at Methodist Charlton Medical Center after
orientation! Oh the stories they’ll have to tell us!

internships, others are pursing
design-focused or automotive
experiences. It's all about giving our
students an opportunity to apply their
passion and creativity in a work
e n v i ro n m e n t a n d l ea r n f ro m
professionals in the field.

It's the VT season of student
internships and after crafting cover
letters, resumes, and letters of
recommendation, our Junior class is
out in the community serving in
internships in fields of their interest.
While some students are working
in medical or law enforcement

Junior Internships are part of VT's
High School experience called "The
Odyssey" which spans Freshman to
Senior year and focuses on the
technical, academic, professional, and
social-emotional development of our
students.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.

MARCH
S
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T
27

W
28
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5
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Dance Camp
Track & Field Meet

9
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Soccer Tournament

Soccer Tournament

16

17

Board Meeting
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Information Night

Junior Internships
12

S
3

Junior Internships

Parent Connect
STAAR Night
Athletic Meeting
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F
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15

SPRING BREAK
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19
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Chocolate Sales
End
Baseball Game
25

26
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Baseball Game

28

29

Track & Field Meet
30

31
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:
In January we hosted our Home of Tomorrow
Groundbreaking! Now that we are in March,
construction on the standing building is moving
along fast! The demolition of the interior is complete
VIDEO
HGVT

and Northstar Construction has framed walls and is
moving on to the next phases of renovation. Check
out the current photos of recent progress of our new
Home of Tomorrow!
Village Tech will start the 2018 -2019 school
year with all of grades PK-12 at our new,

High School Classroom

Cafeteria

Our first ever HGVT Crowdfunding Campaign is underway and
students, teachers, facility, parents, and VT community continue to
come together to sell chocolate and help raise funds for our future
campus. Our Campaign’s focus has been to get our entire Village
involved in building our new campus. We hope to look back and see
the handprint of every member of our Village on our Home of
Tomorrow. It doesn't matter what you give, just that you give.
The Hillcrest Foundation just awarded Village Tech our first ever sixfigure donation! This brings our campaign total with gifts and
pledges to just around $170,000. We have a ways to go, but this was
a step to be celebrated. Thank you Hillcrest!
Learn more or give >

permanent location. We are so grateful to our entire
community for believing in our mission and making
this dream to reimagine education for kids a
reality! We look forward to seeing how our new
campus builds more opportunities to transform
kids' lives and passions.
As a Village we are all invited to make VT history
by participating in this move. You can donate towards
the $150,000 parent campaign, volunteer your time
to assist with the move, and invite your friends to be
a part of Village Tech. To learn more, please visit our
HGVT page on our website.

Lab Space

Village Tech Featured in Dallas Innovates
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Entire Feature in the Dallas Innovates Magazine here.

In case you missed it…

In the simplest form, what is innovation to you?
Innovation is the ability to create, inspire, invent, cause, or see the potential for
positive improvement or change.
How does your school differentiate itself from others in the region?
Village Tech works for and with students through design, making, and leadership. We
are a response to the demands of the community we serve for education that is
reimagined to prepare students for a hyper-connected world. In addition to traditional
academic outcomes, we equip students with technical, professional and socialemotional skills. For our students to be viable in the world of world, they need human
skills: the ability to be creative, build team-based relationships, and deal with
ambiguity and complexity. Our teachers are designers of meaningful work that
connects students to the world beyond school. Read the full feature here.

Design Thinking: A Student’s Perspective
By Isis Toldson, 12th Grade Student features in the Getting Smart Blog

Design Thinking (DT) is currently gaining
traction in the workplace. Armed with post-it
notes and sharpies, companies are
reimagining how they do what they do.
Businesses like Airbnb have used design
thinking’s human-centered design mindsets
to better connect with customers and boost
sales… But what about schools? What about
students? Universities aside, there are only a
handful of schools in America that focus on
Design Thinking. I’m lucky enough to attend
one such school–Village Tech Schools in
Cedar Hill, Texas. Not only does Village Tech
use design thinking, but the school itself
was built around its principles with design
integrated into every class.
One of the places that design thinking is
most obvious at Village Tech is in the Forge,

the space where students go to make our silenced by much bigger and older
wild ideas reality. Housing an art lab, companies. Even though that is my goal
workshop, computer lab, design studio, and right now, I know that my plans may change,
makerspace, the Forge is never missing the and whether I pursue law or not I know that
smell of sawdust or the frustrated groans of what I’ve learned about Design Thinking will
a student struggling
always be apart of my
against a new
life. Even now, I use
“Because of DT, I approach difficult
challenge. It is in this
DT’s principles to
things
in
life
as
challenges,
not
space that the
make decisions in
problems–even
homework."
doctrine of “fail fast,
day to day life.
fail often” is clearly
Because of DT, I
seen. It’s where we learn that our own approach difficult things in life as
learning does not happen apart from failure, c h a l l e n g e s , n o t p r o b l e m s – e v e n
because learning is a product of failure. In homework. As I grow and change, I don’t
the words of our Superintendent, David think I will outgrow these valuable
Williams, Village Tech is based on a lessons, instead I believe Design
failosophy, because “failing is just the first Thinking will grow and change with me.
attempt in learning.”
Read the entire feature here >
…In four short months, I will be graduating
high school and heading off into the future.
For now, I plan on going to undergraduate
school for a degree in Business, with the
goal of pursuing corporate law. With this
degree, I will help small startup businesses
maneuver the rapidly changing world of
business and help them bring their big
ideas to life without the fear of being
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ECC Winter Reading Challenge
by Brandi Olmstead, PreK-5th Director

The winter reading challenge was designed to
encourage students to read more at home. Students
were responsible for reading every night for twelve days
and tracking their reading progress. Each of the students
that completed their challenge had the opportunity to
make snow and participate in a paper snowball fight!
The next reading challenge is in the 3rd grade. The
students are challenged to POP into a Book! The
students must read 4 chapter books in a month! Once
they complete the reading challenge they will attend a
POPCORN party.

Senior Odyssey: Project Province
One Senior Odyssey team is taking their knowledge of design
and engineering, and their passion for service to help a client
become more independent. Preston Myers, Andrew Demarcus,
Julien Gorena, Gadiel Abdel-Razzaaq El, Logan Brown, and
Carlis Calvin form Project Province who are altering a
wheelchair to assist with the increased freedom for their client.
We look forward to seeing all they accomplish at Forge On!
Currently, this team is actively seeking another client to serve
their need for more independence. For more information,
please email lwhite@villagetechschools.org.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• STAAR Night
• Athletic Meeting
• and more!

Board Member Nomination
We are looking to add an additional Board member to serve. As a public charter
school, our Board members are selected through a Nominating Committee
process; not elected in local elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors
dedicated to furthering the mission and vision of VT. We are looking for someone
who is a team player with leadership expertise and connections to the Dallas
community. This is a working board with a minimum of one meeting per month.
If you have someone you think would make an excellent addition to our Board,
please email dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

March 6th | 6:00pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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VT Represents @ The Leader in Me

by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

This year we had the opportunity to send four of
our teachers to the Leader in Me Symposium in
Dallas. The two day event included keynote
speaker Sean Covey, a tour of other Leader in Me
schools in our area, and a day full of breakout
sessions sharing insightful and practical
approaches to cultivating a leader-filled
classroom!
Ms. Pruitt, Ms. Owens, Ms. Sargent and Mr.
Anderson all shared a similar sentiment of shared
inspiration on how to be a better leader
professionally and personally after attending the

symposium. These teachers all agree they are
excited to bring back what they learned and
experienced during this 2-day symposium. They
attended workshops on 7 Habits in the Home,
Sharpening the Saw in school aka X-Classes
(wink), and Accountability in Action sharing fun
ways to encourage and support staff to keep each
other accountable toward goals. VT also lead at
the symposium by teaching a workshop on Being
Proactive by holding a morning circle to build
relationships, belonging, and connection. VT was
well-represented with these teachers learning
and sharing how to grow future leaders!

Free CA$H for VT

Forge On 2018
Village Tech Schools is hosting its 5th annual Forge On:
Student Exhibition of Learning on Saturday, April 21st, 2018. The
students at Village Tech (PK -12th grade) have worked all year finding
creative solutions to real-world challenges and building prototypes
iterations and final professional products. This event is a celebration for
the entire community and other activities will include food trucks, live
entertainment, and interactive community areas!

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Students at every grade level will be presenting their research, design
process, innovative solutions, and learning outcomes at the exhibition.
Some challenges you will see: Pre-K students bringing awareness to
recycling and waste consumption, 5th grade students organizing food
drives and creating care packages for their community in need and
Senior designed Odyssey capstone projects.
We are currently seeking partners to help sponsor this community event!
This is not only a great opportunity for our students but also for
businesses and organizations to reach over 3,000+ individuals in our
community.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

Levels of sponsorship for this event are $500, $1,000 and $3,000. Please
see the attached PDF for details about each level. If you do not see a
sponsorship level that fits your business, please contact me and we will
see how we can best work together.
To learn more about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Aubrey
Floyd at afloyd@villagetechschools.org.
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Beauty & the Beast: Lights, Camera, Action!
by Ender Muhammad, 11 Grade Student

As we all know, behind every great production there is, of course, a
production crew. These are the people that handle the building of the
props, the creation of sets, designing and creation of costumes, and so
much more. They are the lights, they are the camera, and they are
the action. So let's see what they've been up to.
I interviewed the main production crew and learned that the work
they've done up to now is rather impressive. Working with Jeff
Robinson these students started with repurposing lumber from an
unused ramp on campus. Using this material, they had a working
Saturday where three dedicated 8th grade students came up to dry the
wood, measure and make cuts, and begin the design construction of
the stage. They also used the CNC machine to cut the look for the stone
for the castle backdrops.

Beauty and the Beast tickets will go on sale in March. Tickets range from $10 VIP, $5, and $2. Playbills
will also be for sale as will roses and torches for the audience to become part of the show!

Thursday, May 3rd @ 7:00 PM
Friday, May 4th @ 7:00 PM
Saturday, May 5th @ 2:00 PM
Saturday, May 5th @ 7:00 PM
Starring Alayah Brantley (May 3, May 5) and Lauren Williamson (May 4, May 5) as Belle.

This production is a multi-grade level and after school program collaborative effort - 6th, 8th, and 10thgrade students, as well as the Beauty and the Beast cast and crew, have worked together to make a
MAGICAL production for you to enjoy!

The following days the stage frame construction was completed, as well
as the top of the stage, and the paint for the stone was tested, tested,
tested, and selected. Now they say the next step is to create the back
wall archway, the stained-glass window and the staircase which we all
know will look just absolutely magical. This is just to name a small
amount of work completed the last week of February. Stay tuned to see
what 6th grade and 10th grade students are up to as they contribute
their creative minds to this exciting production. ALSO, BE SURE TO BUY
TICKETS to see one or more of our four shows the first week of May!

Lausanne Learning Institute Conference
Forging Students who are Leaders of their own Learning

Last week, Justin Robinson, Todd Cowden, Kristy Quinn, and Elizabeth Podany all
presented at the Lausanne Learning Institute Professional Development Conference to
empower education leaders through hands-on understanding of the learning process.
Create Designers and Thinkers with Heart
Mrs. Quinn, Mrs. Podany, and Mr. Robinson collaborated to present at the Lausanne
Learning Institute to help participants experience the heart and mind behind creating
designers and thinkers in the classroom through an interactive experience and thoughtprovoking brainstorming experience. This was a "Fishbowl" presentation where Quinn,
Podany, and Robinson became 7th-grade teachers at The Oak Ridge School in Arlington
working directly with students while a room of 20 participants observed the interactions.
Once the students were dismissed, the experience then turned into a Q & A session where
participants were able to get a "peek behind the curtain" and gain a better understanding
of VT practices.
Makerspace and Design Thinking
On Friday, Mr. Robinson and Mrs. Podany along with representatives from the "Elephant
Design Group" presented how to use a "Makerspace" or the Forge with our design
thinking mindsets. 11th-grade students Kyle, Warren, Pedro, Katie, and Ender walked
attendees through the design challenge while also teaching the human-centered design
approaches used at Village Tech. The students discussed the progress of their challenge
and explained how Village Tech integrates subjects, skills, and the world as well as being
an active member of their community.

Expand Student Engagement with Deeper Learning
Mr. Cowden and 11th grader Pedro Velasquez teamed up to present how to expand
student engagement with deeper learning. They demonstrated how voice and choice is a
great way to spark student engagement while also allowing the teacher to help the
students dive deeper into the coursework. They helped attendees explore techniques for
designing projects that blend multiple courses while encouraging students to create
personal connections to the work. Their presentation was warmly received.
Creating a Spark - Ways to Ignite your Students
Mrs. Podany along with Kyle, Warren, Ender, and Katie concluded the day with a
presentation on Creating a Spark - Ways to Ignite your Students. "Education is not the
filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire" - Yeats. It only takes one spark to light a fire...and
these students were on fire in this presentation. Mrs. Podany walked participants through
various design thinking techniques to help capture, create, and spark student interests
and passions so as to hook students into the learning experience. Students added
anecdotal stories to add heart and experience. The presentation was a wild success and
the students were, as always, a hit! Keep an eye out as Mrs. Podany takes this
presentation on the road.
She has also been invited
to present in San Diego at
High Tech High's Deeper
Learning Conference at
the end of the month.
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What’s Happening Around the Village

Basketball Athletes!
Congratulations to our students athletes on the 2018 North Texas AllRegion Basketball and Academic team. When you see these student
athletes please congratulate them on a job well done!
9th/10th Boys - Creston Grundy
Varsity Boys - Aaron Baker, Andrew Durham, and Zylon Finley

Class of 2018 College Acceptances
The college acceptances keep rolling in! Our Village Tech senior class has earned scholarships totaling over $750,000 and the number is still climbing! We
are so proud of our seniors!
New acceptances to UNT, Tarleton, Mary-Hardin Baylor, and Texas Southern University, Robert Morris University (Illinois) and Malone University (Ohio), University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Alabama State University, Texas A&M Galveston, Sul Ross University, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, UT Dallas, Metropolitan State University
of Denver, Clark Atlanta University, Stephen F. Austin, Texas State University, ACU, THE Dillard University, Huston Tilloston, Bethune Cookman, Hampton University,
Spelman College, Oklahoma Baptist University, Northern Arizona University , Fisher College, Morgan State University, Colorado State, Texas A&M- Kingsville, Texas
College, Philander Smith, Creighton University, Wingate University, Texas State University, Ogle School of Hair Skin and Nails, Air Force E3 status, Langston University,
University of North Texas, Prairie View A&M University, Texas Southern University, Regis University, Oral Roberts University, Texas Christian University, MidWestern
State University, Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University- College Station, Baylor University, Navarro College, Texas A&M Commerce, Mississippi
Valley State, Dallas Baptist University, Wichita State, Mary Hardin-Baylor, Abilene Christian, Texas A&M -Texarkana, Air Force, Marines, and…

Random Acts of Kindness Week

The RandomActsofKindness.org is a non profit foundation that believes in spreading kindness throughout
schools, communities, and homes. For the week, we had a different activity assigned for each day. Out of all the days,
our What it Means to be Kind and Kindness Art Contest were a HUGE success. On this day, each class received a heart
shaped paper and their task was to write either “what it means to be kind” or a way to express kindness. The papers we
received back got turned in to "leaves" on our Kindness Tree! For the Kindness Art Contest, there were slips of paper
that had kindness printed on them, the goal was to draw what kindness means. We received a bunch of art work,
determining who won was very difficult because we LOVED all the papers that we turned in!
1st Place- Gigi A. 5th Grade 2nd Place- Celeste T. 5th Grade 3rd Place- Kenni W. 4th Grade

Sweetheart Dance
“It was amazing! It was so heart-warming to see all the
parents and children dancing together!” - VT Staff
“My favorite part of the entire night was the fun entrances to
start off the dance!” - VT Parent
“Wow! [The Sweet Heart Dance] just brought me to tears
because my babies are not this little anymore! So very
awesome!” - VT Parent

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
February 2018
CALENDAR

Ink Blot

WEBSITE

6/

INFORMATION NIGHT

6:00 PM

8 / BOARD MEETING

13 /

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

PARENT CONNECT

14 /

VALENTINE’S CARE

6:00-9:00 PM

Board Member Nomination
Village Tech Schools
We are looking to add an additional Board member to
begin the new year with VT. As a public charter school,
our Board members are selected through
a Nominating Committee process; not elected in local
elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors
dedicated to furthering the mission and vision of
VT. We are looking for someone who is a team player
with leadership expertise and connections to the
Dallas community. This is a working board with a
minimum of one meeting per month.
If you have someone you think would make an
excellent addition to our Board, please email
dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

Welcome to the Village!
I would like to introduce Andrea Robinson
as the newest member of the Village Tech
team. She will be taking the place of
Yolanda Lacy as our Special Services
Director. We wish Ms. Lacy the best in her
new venture and welcome with open arms
Mrs. Robinson as she transitions to our
campus in the leadership position. More
than all the accolades Mrs. Robinson has
accumulated as an educator, she is a neat
person to be around. I hope you get to
meet her soon. She is the Director over
programs such as Special Education, the
504 program, and the English as a Second

Language (ESL) Program. We have special
programs here at Village Tech to ensure
that all children with disabilities have
available to them a free, appropriate public
education that emphasizes special
education and related services designed to
meet their unique needs and prepare them
for further education, employment, and
independent living. If you are wanting
more information about our programs
please do not hesitate to schedule a
meeting with Mrs. Robinson.
Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners.
Tours an be scheduled online on our website for
Thursdays at 2:30pm or Fridays at 9:00am.
Sign up online or call the front office to schedule.
Online Sign-Up: HERE

Junior Internships

2

Class of 2019

For most High School students "What do I want to be when I grow up?"
or "What's next?" are burning questions. To plan next steps at VT, we
examine our person, consider our passions, and then work really hard.

THE ODYSSEY:
Freshman Year: "Initiate"
Focus: Self Exploration, Passions, S.H.I.E.L.D., Time Management

It's the VT season of student internships and our Junior class has been
working on crafting cover letters, resumes, and letters of
recommendation to apply for professional internships in the fields of
their interest. While some students are applying to medical or law
enforcement internships, others are pursing design-focused or
automotive experiences. It's all about giving our students an
opportunity to apply their passion and creativity in a work environment
and learn from professionals in the field.
Junior Internships are part of VT's High School experience called "The
Odyssey" which spans Freshman to Senior year and focuses on the
technical, academic, professional, and social-emotional development of
our students.

Sophomore Year: "Discover"
Focus: Mentorships, Networking, Job Skills, Project Management
Junior Year: "Explore"
Focus: Resume, Interview Skills, College Prep, Internship
Senior Year: "Summit"
Focus: Dual Credit, Work Ethic, Networking, Career Entry
As our students work towards internships, if you or someone you know
has contacts to assist with professional placements in any industry, please
contact Schretta Stewart-Mays at smays@villagetechschools.org.

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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Junior Internships
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See phase 1 of our new campus
here: New Campus Video.
By this time next fall, we will be in
our new home, our new school!
Learn more at online.

In January we hosted our Home of Tomorrow

step towards a new home with the same mission: Through

Groundbreaking! Students, teachers, families, business

great teachers working together, we are forging students who

partners, and community leaders gathered together in

are character driven, challenge ready and community

excitement as our dream of a permanent campus came to life.

focused.

Those in attendance were able to hear from David Williams,

We are so grateful to our entire community for believing

VT CEO/Superintendent, Daniel Price, VT Board Chairman, and

in our mission and making this dream to reimagine

Mayor David Green of Duncanville. Inside the building now

education for kids a reality - now we continue forward toward

being renovated, the village was welcomed inside to leave

a permanent home to serve students for years to come!

their mark and a message for the future generations of
Village Tech.

“Such a well deserved moment. Village Tech really is
a village, a family. I feel honored to send my kinds there,

As a village our school evolved from a innovative idea

and I look forward to continue to see kids’ lives

among likeminded educators into a living body of passionate

transformed and shaped by this village we call home.” -

teachers and insightful students. Now as a village we take a

VT Parent

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

In case you blinked this month, the demolition
of the interior of the new high school building is
complete. Our team at Northstar Construction is
already framing walls and moving into the next
phases of construction. Check out these photos of
the current progress (they are a week old, so they are
already out of date!).

Einstein said, "We can't solve problems by using the
same kind of thinking we used when we created
them." As a parent, I know being a part of Village
Tech is different and the path is not always smooth
nor clear. It takes some moxie to be a part of this and
a willingness to learn through failure - just like we
want for our students. They are the reason we are all
here and the light I see in their eyes at Village Tech
We will start the 2018 school year with all of tells me we are on the right path.
grades PK-12 at our new, permanent location.
David Williams, CEO/Superintendent
Don't forget: you are invited to make Village
Tech history by participating in this move. You can
THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
donate towards the $150,000 parent campaign,
Architectural Drawings
volunteer your time to assist with the move, and
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Oct)
invite your friends to be a part of Village Tech. I am
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Close on Property
proud of the work we are doing for and with
Renovations Begin (Jan)
students. Village Tech exists to be different. As Albert

Village Tech Featured in Dallas Innovates
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Entire Feature in the Dallas Innovates Magazine here.

How does your team stretch the boundaries of what’s been done in
education?
It’s about the ability for students to approach a problem from multiple
angles and use a variety of integrated disciplines to solve complex
challenges. It’s not just about subject silos learning in isolation from one
another. It’s about taking the hands, minds, and skills gained in the
education setting to create innovation which impacts the community. As a
result, we operate like a village where each individual has their own voice,
talents and passions and is a part of something bigger than themselves.
In the simplest form, what is innovation to you?
Innovation is the ability to create, inspire, invent, cause, or see the
potential for positive improvement or change.

Read the full feature in the 2018 Dallas Innovates Magazine here.

How does your school differentiate itself from others in the region?
Village Tech works for and with students through design, making, and
leadership. We are a response to the demands of the community we serve
for education that is reimagined to prepare students for a hyperconnected world. In addition to traditional academic outcomes, we equip
students with technical, professional and social-emotional skills. For our
students to be viable in the world of world, they need human skills: the
ability to be creative, build team-based relationships, and deal with
ambiguity and complexity. Our teachers are designers of meaningful work
that connects students to the world beyond school.

New Student Art in the Forge
Check out a few recent student art projects being created in the Forge.

2nd Graders Help to Heal
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by Hannah Sargent, 2nd Grade Teacher

Before the winter break second graders
worked diligently on the first part of
their design challenge. They wanted to
make sure local senior citizens stayed
warm and felt the VT love this holiday
season. The students learned to
carefully measure, cut, and hand-tie 10
cozy fleece blankets. In addition to
creating handmade blankets, the
students learned to write short letters
while crafting one-of-a-kind holiday
cards. The students’ holiday cards and

blankets were donated and distributed
through a non-profit organization
called, Help to Heal. With the help of
our second graders the organization
was able to serve over 650 senior
citizens that were in nursing homes,
hospice, dementia, and in home care
this holiday season. We are very proud
to say that every one of those seniors
was able to receive a card from a child.
If you would like to learn more about
Help to Heal visit the link.

VT Junior High & High School
As children get older it is
sometimes hard for parents to know
exactly where they might fit in the lives
of their children. We are always looking
for that “just right” amount. A great way
to find that balance is by school
involvement. The Village Tech 3 C’s,
Character, Challenge, and Community
give great insight on who and what we
value as a community. At VT we would
love for you be actively involved in our

community. If you have a talent or
would like to contribute in anyway,
please let us know. There are a number
of ways to make this happen:
• Drop off/pick up greeters
• Village Clean-up
• Classroom Readers
• Tutoring support
• Internship Partners
• X-Class Leadership
• and much more…..

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, 6th-12th Director

The Junior High School is all
set and ready to roll. Our culture is
growing and is stronger than ever. The
students are participating in an
increased number of activities and
working hard daily in the classroom.
Shout out to all our Athletic teams who
have done so amazing this year! A
huge thank you to all of the Junior
High Parents who have been working

PARENT CONNECT

so hard to support all of the students of
VTJHS! You all are the real MVP’s!
Village Tech High School has
been super busy! Our Juniors are
working on preparing and applying for
their internship experiences and all our
students are collaborating on design
challenges. There is still so much more
to come this year, we can’t wait to see
what our Squids accomplish.

February 13th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.

On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• Breakout Meetings
• and more!

Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip

International
Educational
Tours

Costa Rica
May 7 - May 14

Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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The X Plan: Responsible Decision Making

by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

The ability to make constructive
choices about personal behavior and social
interactions based on ethical standards, safety
concerns, and social norms. The realistic
evaluation of consequences of various
actions, and a consideration of the well-being
of oneself and others.
• Identifying problems
• Analyzing situations
• Solving problems
• Evaluating
• Reflecting
• Ethical responsibility

I read a fantastic article some time
ago, it is a parent-to-parent plan creating a
digital life line for your tween or teen as they
start having more social outings with friends
you may not know as well as when your child
was younger. After talking with my own
teenage children about this idea, not only
could I sense their relief to see such a clever
plan, they verbalized to me the ability to call
for help without questions or fear of
punishment was the game-changer. They
could also really see the benefits of needing
the "X" in some situations.

Free CA$H for VT

In short, the X plan is a predetermined agreement with your child, if
they are ever in a situation they want to get
out of; or worse, a very dangerous situation
where they or their phones could be
compromised, they simply text someone in
the family with an "X". Because the X has
been established as the signal for help, the
parent or family member goes and picks up
the child with zero questions but willing to
listen and get help if needed.
I've linked the article here for you.

VT Robotics Team

Tichelle Calvin, NASA Coach and Teacher

Congratulations to our Village Tech Robotics Team now on their way
to robotics state championship! Wow! The creativity, hard work and
professionalism you have showed throughout your teamwork and
performance is inspiring. Your Village is so proud of you! Also a big
thank you to Mrs. Wickersham for coaching these students on to
victory!
1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.
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In-Depth: Student Engaged Assessment

Forging Students who are Leaders of their own Learning

Have you ever been to the doctor and they told you, "Congratulations, you are in
perfect health, you are 6 feet tall!" If so, change your doctor. When we look at our
health, we follow our height compared to our weight, age, physical activity, heart rate,
cholesterol, blood pressure and more. All of these factors give us a general sense of
our overall physical health. These assessments inform us about our level of health
and what activities we need to keep doing or what activities we might need to stop
doing (I'll miss you Mr. Donut).
In the same way, our student assessment system at Village Tech uses a variety of
assessment tools so our students can know what they are learning, the depth they are
learning it at, why they are learning, and how well they are learning it. This empowers
students to be able to make adjustments to their learning and communicate their
progress.
Last month we discussed Student Led Conferences, Mastery Based Grading and
Rubrics. This in-depth look at student engaged assessment will explore one core
area: SHIELD.

tracking, and reflection habits in students. They allow students to be the leaders of
their own growth, process and evidence of learning.
GROWTH - Goals that are set are tracked through reflection and can be tied to Habit
Trackers. Goals can be Technical, Academic, Professional or Social/Emotional.
PROCESS - Tells a story. Stories engage our audience by connecting with our
struggles, victories and our growth throughout the journey. Success and failures
should be reflected upon for later discussion and presentation. The Process illustrates
more than the shiny finished product and paints a vivid image depicting our quest
for knowledge.
EVIDENCE - Builds the case for evidence of learning. Through analyzing our growth
and understanding our growth our audience is able to see the evidence of our
learning.
What component make up a SHIELD?
• WHERE I AM - Mission
• VT Mission
• Class Mission
• Contracts
• WHO I AM - Defining Me
• Roles
• Strengths - Myers Briggs
• Personal Mission
• HOW I DO WHAT I DO - From Goals to Victories
• WIG Goals
• Habit Trackers
• Challenge Brief/Project/Activity
• SHIELD Status Surveys
BEAUTIFUL
WORK - The Best of the Best
•
• Only your final BEST work
• Reflections, explanations, summaries
View a Student SHIELD:
• Janessa Carrasco, 11th Grade

Adapted from "Leaders of their Own Learning” by Ron Berger

You should've just participated in your child’s Student Led Conference (SLC). Our
SLCs are part a system at Village Tech of Student Engaged Assessment. Masterybased grading, rubrics, presentations of learning, and S.H.I.E.L.D., among others, are
all parts of this practice. Student engaged assessment is a system of connected
practices which create authentic opportunity for students to be leaders of their own
learning. To begin a deeper level of understanding with this system, here we will
continue our breakdown of this system: SHIELD.

Where do I start as a parent in understanding my child's performance at
Village Tech?
1) Make sure you have a Skyward login to see what standards they are mastering.
2) Ask your child to see his/her SHIELD (student portfolio).
3) Ask your student to show you their rubrics and explain what they are learning.
4) Still not sure, contact the teacher. We expect our students to be able to explain
what they are learning, how they are learning, why they are learning, and at what
level they are learning; however, if they are struggling with this skill, don't hesitate to
contact the teacher to work with you and your child on this.

SHIELD stands for SHOWING HABITS of INNOVATION and EXCELLENCE through
LEADERSHIP and DOCUMENTATION. SHIELDs develop personal goals, progress

WHAT I’M LEARNING

THE DEPTH OF MY LEARNING

COMMUNICATING MY LEARNING

Standards & TEKS

Rubrics & MBG

Report Cards, SHIELD, POL/EOL, SLC
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What’s Happening Around the Village

Basketball in the Playoffs!
WHAT A SEASON FOR VT BASKETBALL!! We are excited to announce our
VT basketball teams named “District Champs” and in the playoffs! We
are so proud of their hard work and sportsmanship throughout the season!
Also a big shout out to our awesome coaches for serving our student
athletes. What an incredible season these teams have had!
MS Girls Basketball Team: District Champs (still in the playoffs)
MS Boys Basketball Team: District Champs (still in the playoffs)
9th-10th Boys Basketball Team: District Champs (still in the playoffs)
Varsity Boys Basketball Team: District Champs (still in the playoffs)

Class of 2018 College Acceptances
And the college acceptances keep rolling in! Our Village Tech senior class has already received 71 acceptances and over $550,000 in
scholarships, and the regular acceptance timeframe just started this month! We are so proud of our seniors!
Sul Ross University, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, UT Dallas, Metropolitan State University of Denver, Clark Atlanta University, Stephen F. Austin,
Texas State University, ACU, THE Dillard University, Huston Tilloston, Bethune Cookman, Hampton University, Spelman College, Oklahoma Baptist
University, Northern Arizona University , Fisher College, Morgan State University, Colorado State, Texas A&M- Kingsville, Texas College, Philander Smith,
Creighton University, Wingate University, Texas State University, Ogle School of Hair Skin and Nails, Air Force E3 status, Langston University, University
of North Texas, Prairie View A&M University, Texas Southern University, Regis University, Oral Roberts University, Texas Christian University, MidWestern
State University, Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University- College Station, Baylor University, Navarro College, Texas A&M Commerce,
Mississippi Valley State, Dallas Baptist University, Wichita State, Mary Hardin-Baylor, Abilene Christian, Texas A&M -Texarkana, Air Force, Marines, and...

NASA Team - Future City
Tichelle Calvin, NASA Coach and Teacher

Recently, our NASA Teams competed in the Regional Future City
Competition. Over the last three months members submitted work in two to
three areas of the competition, presenting Saturday to about 15 professional
their ideal engineered future city. We are proudly bringing back two won
titles: Best Engineering Solution for Theme and Innovative Use of
Construction Materials.
Congratulations again to the Palm City and New New York groups, and thank
you everyone for all your hard work and dedication!

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
December 2017
CALENDAR

Ink Blot

WEBSITE

11 /

HIGH SCHOOL POL

12 /

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

14 / BOARD MEETING

22-8 /

6:30 PM

NO SCHOOL

WINTER BREAK

Board Member Nomination
Village Tech Schools
We are looking to add an additional Board member to
begin the new year with VT. As a public charter school,
our Board members are selected through
a Nominating Committee process; not elected in local
elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors
dedicated to furthering the mission and vision of
VT. We are looking for someone who is a team player
with leadership expertise and connections to the
Dallas community. This is a working board with a
minimum of one meeting per month.
If you have someone you think would make an
excellent addition to our Board, please email
dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

We’re Headed to Duncanville!
I remember the idea of Village Tech Schools
several years ago. The idea became a
prototype on paper. The finished prototype
paper became official with the Texas
Education Agency Board vote. Next steps,
look for a site that could hold our dream
school. We looked at the old Walmart at Hwy
67 and Cockrell Hill. Answer - no. We looked
at buildings around the Red Bird area (a little
too far from where we wanted to be).
Answers - no. We looked at the old Minyard
store at Beltline and S, Clark Road. Answer no. We looked at vacant lots around Cedar
Hill (we wanted to stay as close to home as
possible to serve the community where we
live). Answers - no. We looked at a few

buildings that offered to host us here in
Cedar Hill. Sites were too small. Answer - no.
We met the Covenant International Worship
Center with Pastor Brian Holmes. Answer YES. We had a building for our dreams. This
was the first iteration of Village Tech Schools’
site. As we celebrate the closing on the next
site, Grace Place Duncanville Church of Christ
on Danieldale Rd. in Duncanville, I am
reminded that the dream was not a building,
the dream was educating our children, the
celebration of the move is for all.

Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners.
Tours an be scheduled online on our website for
Thursdays at 3:00pm or Fridays at 9:00am.
Sign up online or call the front office to schedule.
Online Sign-Up: HERE
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Helping Harvest Festival
Ty'Neshia Taylor, 5th Grade Teacher

The Helping Harvest Festival was an event
hosted by the 5th graders as a hurricane relief
effort. After learning about the devastation left
by the recent hurricanes and all of the families
and communities that were affected, our 5th
grade students knew they wanted to do
something, but didn’t know what exactly.
During our ideation process we decided that
we could put all of our ideas together to create
a family-friendly environment that would allow
our community to come together to help
others in need.
At the Festival our students hosted a donation
drop-off and packed a moving truck, blood
donations with Carter BloodCare, animal

adoptions with the Tri-City Animal Shelter,
games, food and more!
After the event, we reflected on our initial goal
and the outcome. Overall we feel as if the
festival was a success and a great start to
helping rebuild the communities affected by
the hurricane in Southeast Texas. Although we
believe this is just the beginning of our
journey in helping the hurricane victims, our
community definitely helped us exceed our
expectations! We would like to thank
everyone that helped contribute to the
success of our event, we couldn’t have done
this without you all.
#ItTakesaVillage #Villageize
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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By this time next fall, we will be in
our new home, our new school!
Our first ever HGVT Crowdfunding Campaign is

See phase 1 of our new
campus by WRA Architects
here: New Campus Video.
Learn more at:
villagetechschools.org/hgvt.

underway and students, teachers, facility, parents,
and VT community are coming together to sell
chocolate and help raise funds for our future
campus. This Campaign’s focus is to get everyone
involved in building Village Tech's new campus. We
want to look back and see every member of our
Village’s handprints on our Home of Tomorrow. It
doesn't matter what you give, but just that you give.

Both Students and Parents are able enjoy the
benefits of getting involved in our HGVT
Crowdfunding Campaign. Not only will we be
working towards our new campus, but we will be
creating a founders wall at our new school for those
involved in this campaign. This will be a permanent
recognition of all names who give during this time.
We are so grateful to our entire community for
believing in our mission and making this dream to
reimagine education for kids a reality - now we
continue forward toward a permanent home to serve
students for years to come!

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

In the words of Walt Disney, we keep moving forward! Village
Tech closed on a $20.5 million bond package on Wednesday,
November 29 and closed on the property at 402 W. Danieldale Rd. in
Duncanville on Thursday, November 30. The bond proceeds will
purchase the Duncanville property, pay for Phase 1 construction
including renovating the building for our high school students,
consolidate the remaining debt on building the Parkerville campus
and Forge remodel, and be used to begin designing the rest of the
permanent campus.
Construction will begin in January and we are still on schedule
to open in the fall of 2018. We are thankful for the folks over at the
Duncanville Church of Christ for navigating the timing of this deal with
us. In light of the holiday season, the church will continue to use the
facility through December.
You are invited to make Village Tech history by participating in
this move. You can donate towards the $150,000 parent campaign,
volunteer your time to assist with the move, attend the
groundbreaking on January 17, and invite your friends to be a part of
Village Tech. I am proud of the work we are doing for and with
students. Village Tech exists to be different. As Albert Einstein said, "We
can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used
when we created them." The future our children will enter into is not
the world we grew up in. And despite what the headlines would have
us believe, that's not all bad, but schools have to change. We can no

longer see school as a pipeline to the future - check all the right boxes
for guaranteed success in life. To begin with, that was never true in the
first place. Second, the world today works in networks, not pipelines.
Our kids need a broad base of flexible skills in order to thrive in this
century. And school needs to equip students with those skills in an
environment where kids can learn who they are, learn things that last
and learn they belong. I'm getting revved up now - and as my former
students and our current staff know, it's time to step off my soapbox (I
now have two, actual soapboxes thanks to a former student and my
current co-workers). So, lastly, thank you for being a part of this
adventure. As a parent, I know being a part of Village Tech is different
and the path is not always smooth nor clear. It takes some moxie to be
a part of this and a willingness to learn through failure - just like we
want for our students. They are the reason we are all here and the light
I see in their eyes at Village Tech tells me we are on the right path.
David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
Architectural Drawings
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Oct)
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Close on Property
Renovations Begin (Jan)

Village Tech Featured in Voyage Dallas
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Entire Feature on Voyage Dallas here.

“We’d love to hear how you got started and how the journey
has been so far.”

in?” He laughed and we played it
cool for a few more hours before
calling the other team and
combining our talents.
Independently, both teams had
been working at a charter
application to launch a public
charter school. With only two
months remaining before the
deadline, we had to get to work. The
next time we met, we celebrated
with a cake that said “The Great
Marriage.” The honeymoon wasn’t
long and 456 pages later, we turned in our application to the state
of Texas. This was 2012 and out of 49 applications to the state,
only 8 were awarded charters
and ours was one of only 4 to
receive unanimous approval.
From here, we set out to “buy a
house” and prepare for “kids”
– 640 of them in grades PK-8.
We opened for the first day of
school on September 3, 2013.

"We behave with creativity, drive and
heart because every situation needs us
to roll up our sleeves, put our heart
into it and use a little imagination."

Like any good conversation,
ours began over a cup of
Costa Rican coffee. At the
table were two groups of
teachers, one from an area
high school, another from
an area elementary school.
We talked about our
experience in the classroom and our dreams for education. We
talked about how our classrooms were environments that forged
future opportunities for students and how a school should be a
place where students can grow in their voices and passions.
Additionally, we told stories of challenges we had designed for our
students from a lemonade war with competing lemonade stands
to a school-wide medical mystery where geography students had
to track the spread of a fictitious disease. We had seen in our
classrooms the power of belonging to a group and we wanted to
build a school where this was possible for all students.
After the conversation, I (David) turned to my colleague and said,
“Do we look desperate if we call them right now and say we are

Today, we are graduating our first group of seniors and serve over
900 students in grades PK-12.
Alright – so let’s talk business. “Tell us about Village Tech
Schools – what should we know?”
We believe that education should happen for and with students;
not to them. We are preparing students for a future that demands
a broad range of skills. Our school was built around the following
design principles:
EMPATHY - Integrity and empathy are at the heart of design,
therefore we, Prioritize character and compassion.

DESIGN - Teachers design meaningful work, therefore we, Support
the teacher as designer, inquirer and artisan.
VOICE - All students have something to contribute, therefore we,
Provide opportunities for students to develop their strengths and
produce work of depth and quality.
CONNECTION - Integrate subjects, skills, and the world, therefore
we, Make learning rich by connecting subjects, skills and students
to the world beyond school.
BELONGING - Build genuine relationships with students,
therefore we, Create settings where teachers and students can
know each other well.
As a result of these design principles, we integrate four areas of
innovation… We train our students and staff in design thinking, a
creative solution-finding methodology that equips students with
skills to understand people and their challenges, define problems,
ideate possibilities, create solutions and reflect on their learning.
Central to our campus life is the Forge, a multi-disciplinary design
studio where students learn graphic design, engineering, making,
building and art. Finally, we assess students on mastery of skills
through an assessment system of mastery or competency-based
grading.
This is in order to achieve technical, academic, professional and
social-emotional success for our students. Even in the age of
Google, students still need to acquire knowledge, it is more critical
than ever that they can apply this knowledge in a broad variety of
disciplines and contexts.
“Is there a characteristic or quality that you feel is essential to
success?”
We behave with creativity, drive and heart because every situation
needs us to roll up our sleeves, put our heart into it and use a little
imagination.

12 Days of Reading
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by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

We are launching a reading challenge for ECC (Pre-K
through 2nd)!
We are so excited to celebrate the festivities of the season
AND encourage at home reading for our students! In
January we will continue this reading challenge with a new
theme for winter.

What you need to know about 12 Days of Reading:
• 11/30 - Display in front office will be up for motivation!
• 12/1 - A letter to parents will be sent out along with
data trackers.
• 12/4 - Students will be asked to read at home 12
Days!
• 12/20 - A celebration after reading 12 days in
December will be hot chocolate and a story with Ms.
Olmstead and Mrs. Quinn.

VT Junior High & High School
As children get older it is
sometimes hard for parents to know
exactly where they might fit in the lives
of their children. We are always looking
for that “just right” amount. A great way
to find that balance is by school
involvement. The Village Tech 3 C’s,
Character, Challenge, and Community
give great insight on who and what we
value as a community. At VT we would
love for you be actively involved in our
community. If you have a talent or would
like to contribute in anyway, please let us
know. There are a number of ways to
make this happen:

Drop off greeters
Pick up greeters
Village Clean-up
Classroom Readers
Tutoring support
Internship Partners
Internship Seekers
X-Class Leadership
Founders Week Helpers
Holiday in the Village Decorators
Holiday in the Village Activity
Leaders
• Holiday in the Village Clean Up
• and much much more…..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, 6th-12th Director

The Junior High School is all
set and ready to roll. Our culture is
growing and is stronger than ever. The
students are participating in an increased
number of activities and working hard
daily in the classroom. This month 30
Junior High Students attended the
TedxSMU talks. Also shout out to all our
Athletic teams who have done so
amazing this year! A huge thank you to
all of the Junior High Parents who have
been working so hard to support all of
the students of VTJHS! You all are the real
MVP’s!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• 11th grade Explore Meeting
• Virtual Reality Tour of New Building
• and more!

Village Tech High School has
been super busy! Our Juniors delivered
their Hawksbill Sea Turtle to the Dallas
Children’s Aquarium and our Seniors
were able to hosted a “Thank You”
luncheon for their Junior internship
partners from last school year. The
students were gracious and delivered
spectacular presentations of learning
that left the audience in awe of their
abilities.

December 12th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip

International
Educational
Tours

Costa Rica
May 7 - May 14

Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

#relationshipgoals
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by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

The fourth competency of social emotional learning is relationship
skills. From the Collaborative of Academic and Social Emotional
Learning we identify these skills: The ability to establish and
maintain healthy and rewarding relationships with diverse
individuals and groups. The ability to communicate clearly, listen
well, cooperate with others, resist inappropriate social pressure,
negotiate conflict constructively, and seek and offer help when
needed.
• Communication
• Social engagement
• Relationship-building
• Teamwork

Free CA$H for VT

A quick, simple-to-apply practice to build stronger, happier
relationships:
1. Stop what you are doing and listen to the person who is speaking
to you. #putdownthephone
2. Make eye contact. It is one of the most important things you can
do to show someone they matter.
3. Just listen. Don't interrupt or give your opinions.
4. Wait for a natural pause to ask clarifying questions.
5. Be empathic. Try to connect with something inside you that
understands what the other person is feeling.

Scholastic Book Fair

December 11 - 15

The Scholastic Book Fair will be on campus at the Village Tech the
week of December 11th - 15th! Make your calendar to visit Big
Tech this week to explore new books for all ages!
Shop the online store TODAY through December 15th.
1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

TEDxKIDS@SMU

Who Knew? An Engaging Experience for Students

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

Village Tech Junior High students
attended SMU’s TEDxKids “Who Knew?”
Students learned all sorts of “Who
Knew?” facts, living for the excitement
of sharing ideas, and leave hopeful after
seeing these young minds growing into
community leaders, all the while
remembering to question everything.
Also a shout out to our High School
students that helped to host middle
school groups at the event - we are
proud of your leadership!
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In-Depth: Student Engaged Assessment

Forging Students who are Leaders of their own Learning

Have you ever been to the doctor and they told you, "Congratulations, you are in
perfect health, you are 6 feet tall!" If so, change your doctor. When we look at our
health, we follow our height compared to our weight, age, physical activity, heart rate,
cholesterol, blood pressure and more. All of these factors give us a general sense of
our overall physical health. These assessments inform us about our level of health
and what activities we need to keep doing or what activities we might need to stop
doing (I'll miss you Mr. Donut).
In the same way, our student assessment system at Village Tech uses a variety of
assessment tools so our students can know what they are learning, the depth they are
learning it at, why they are learning, and how well they are learning it. This empowers
students to be able to make adjustments to their learning and communicate their
progress.
Last month we discussed Student Led Conferences, Mastery Based Grading and
Rubrics. This in-depth look at student engaged assessment will explore one core
area: SHIELD.

tracking, and reflection habits in students. They allow students to be the leaders of
their own growth, process and evidence of learning.
GROWTH - Goals that are set are tracked through reflection and can be tied to Habit
Trackers. Goals can be Technical, Academic, Professional or Social/Emotional.
PROCESS - Tells a story. Stories engage our audience by connecting with our
struggles, victories and our growth throughout the journey. Success and failures
should be reflected upon for later discussion and presentation. The Process illustrates
more than the shiny finished product and paints a vivid image depicting our quest
for knowledge.
EVIDENCE - Builds the case for evidence of learning. Through analyzing our growth
and understanding our growth our audience is able to see the evidence of our
learning.
What component make up a SHIELD?
• WHERE I AM - Mission
• VT Mission
• Class Mission
• Contracts
• WHO I AM - Defining Me
• Roles
• Strengths - Myers Briggs
• Personal Mission
• HOW I DO WHAT I DO - From Goals to Victories
• WIG Goals
• Habit Trackers
• Challenge Brief/Project/Activity
• SHIELD Status Surveys
BEAUTIFUL
WORK - The Best of the Best
•
• Only your final BEST work
• Reflections, explanations, summaries
View a Student SHIELD:
• Janessa Carrasco, 11th Grade

Adapted from "Leaders of their Own Learning” by Ron Berger

You should've just participated in your child’s Student Led Conference (SLC). Our
SLCs are part a system at Village Tech of Student Engaged Assessment. Masterybased grading, rubrics, presentations of learning, and S.H.I.E.L.D., among others, are
all parts of this practice. Student engaged assessment is a system of connected
practices which create authentic opportunity for students to be leaders of their own
learning. To begin a deeper level of understanding with this system, here we will
continue our breakdown of this system: SHIELD.

Where do I start as a parent in understanding my child's performance at
Village Tech?
1) Make sure you have a Skyward login to see what standards they are mastering.
2) Ask your child to see his/her SHIELD (student portfolio).
3) Ask your student to show you their rubrics and explain what they are learning.
4) Still not sure, contact the teacher. We expect our students to be able to explain
what they are learning, how they are learning, why they are learning, and at what
level they are learning; however, if they are struggling with this skill, don't hesitate to
contact the teacher to work with you and your child on this.

SHIELD stands for SHOWING HABITS of INNOVATION and EXCELLENCE through
LEADERSHIP and DOCUMENTATION. SHIELDs develop personal goals, progress

WHAT I’M LEARNING

THE DEPTH OF MY LEARNING

COMMUNICATING MY LEARNING

Standards & TEKS

Rubrics & MBG

Report Cards, SHIELD, POL/EOL, SLC
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What’s Happening Around the Village

It Remains about the Students
David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

I am excited to announce the Eugene McDermott Foundation
gave $40,000 towards our capital project! This is our first Dallas
foundation gift and it's a significant one. Eugene McDermott was one of the
founders of Texas Instruments and the foundation is run by his
daughter, MaryMcDermott Cook, in his honor. We are humbled to receive
this donation from such a prestigious foundation.
This donation was made possible by the diligence of our student teams and
their collaboration with the Dallas Zoo as well as the work of Justin
Robinson. Ms. McDermott Cook approached Justin after a team of our
students presented their work with the Zoo at the Angelika Theater. She was
so impressed with their presentation skills, she invited Justin to lunch and
then invited Village Tech to submit a letter of inquiry to the foundation. Our
Development consultant guided us through this submission process and 6
months after meeting Ms. McDermott Cook - here we are!
What I love about this story is it remains about the students - their work on
display for a meaningful audience. It's their transformation and
performance that matters. This is made possible when school is not just a
cattle call or a "pipeline" to the future. We are a community, building up
students to know who they are, to learn skills and knowledge and habits
that last and to realize they belong - even if they feel like they don't fit
anywhere else, they belong here. We're not perfect - we make mistakes and
fall short of our own expectations - but we are driven, creative and we put
our heart into it. I'm proud that these students could do such great work
with the Dallas Zoo and I'm honored it resulted in this contribution to
Village Tech.

Look Who’s Coming to Town!
Elizabeth Podany, Curriculum & Innovation Director

Village Tech students, staff and families lit up their festive wardrobes
and walked in the Duncanville WhoVillage Parade! Thank you to all
who helped build the float, decorate, design, give lights, wrap, build
trees, zip tie everything, donate, haul, find, inspire, walk, march, ride,
attend, walk, stroll, bike - solo and in tandem, sing, smile, light up,
wave, hand out, and serve our community by lighting up the night!
Thank you all! Village Tech Schools is coming to Town!
Oh and we won BEST USE OF LIGHTS! What a way to kick off the
season!

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
November 2017
CALENDAR
WEBSITE

11 /

Ink Blot

HELPING HARVEST FESTIVAL

10:00AM - 2:00 PM

14 /

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

16 / BOARD MEETING

13-17 /

6:30 PM

Monday - Friday

FOUNDERS WEEK

Board Member Nomination
Village Tech Schools
We are looking to add an additional Board member to begin the new
year with VT. As a public charter school, our Board members are
selected through a Nominating Committee process; not elected in
local elections. We have an incredible Board of Directors dedicated to
furthering the mission and vision of VT. We are looking for someone
who is a team player with leadership expertise and connections to the
Dallas community. This is a working board with a minimum of one
meeting per month. If you have someone you think would make an
excellent addition to our Board, please email
dwilliams@villagetechschools.org.

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays

It Takes a Village… with Chocolate!
We are here again with a mountain of
The World’s Best Chocolate delivered to
our campus!
What’s different this year? This time we
a re t e a m i n g u p w i t h t h e Vi l l a g e
fundraising efforts to build that $150,000
mountain for our move into the new
permanent campus of Village Tech
Schools. This is an all-of-us-in effort. All of
us can donate with chocolate sales,
online pledges and donations as well as
roll up our sleeves for the big heave-ho,
everything must go move-in.

The next few months will be a fun for the
kids as we work together as Village and
as we give! I cannot wait for all the details
to get out. Hint: Prizes galore! Please stay
tuned. And to think, it all begins with a
little box of chocolate.
See phase 1 of our new campus by WRA
Architects here: New Campus Video.
Learn more at: villagetechschools.org/hgvt.

Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours an be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule. Online Sign-Up: HERE

Founders Week
November 13-17
Founder Week Spirit Days:

Monday: Western Day
Tuesday: Superhero Day
Wednesday: Crazy Hair & Sock Day
Thursday: Inside Out Character Day
Friday: VT Spirit Day

Founders Week Events:

Monday: Marshmallow Challenge
Tuesday: Photobooth
Thursday: Burger Cookout
Friday: PreK-5th Movie Night, Junior High
Masquerade Ball, High School Black Tie Gala
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Helping Harvest Festival

Helping Harvest Festival
Saturday, November 11th
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Village Tech Schools

On November 11th, these students will be
hosting a Helping Harvest Festival which will
include:

After learning about the victims of Hurricane
Harvey, Village Tech 5th grade students were
sparked with a passion to collaborate and help
those affected by the devastation.
If you would like to help Village Tech's 5th
Grade students throughout their Design
Challenge to serve the victims of Hurricane
Harvey, please contact Mrs. Strange at
lstrange@villagetechschools.org.

- Blood Drive
- Tri-City Animal Shelter pet adoptions
- Donation drop-off location
- Food and drinks
- Face painting
- Photo booth
- Games
- and more!
Sign-up to donate blood with Carter
BloodCare at the Festival here.

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.

NOVEMBER
S
29

M
30

T

W

31

Red Ribbon Week
5

6

7

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

FB: MS

VB: MS

VB: MS

VB: 4-6
FB: MS

8

9

10

11

Athletic Meeting

Washington D.C.
Interest Meeting

Senior Lock-In

5th Grade’s:

BB: Varsity
12

13

14

15

Parent Connect

16

Seniors vs. Staff

17

Board Meeting

Movie Night,
Masquerade &
Black Tie Gala

BB: Varsity
Founders Week
19

20

21

22

18

BB: Varsity
23

24

25

1

2

Thanksgiving Break No School
26

27

BB: Varsity

28

29

30
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By this time next fall, we will be in our new

first HGVT Crowdfunding Capital Campaign. It

home, our new school!

doesn't matter what you give, but just that you give.

We are at this moment together because of all of the Students and Parents can enjoy many benefits of
support and hard work. But we are not through yet

getting involved in our HGVT Crowdfunding

with our work. We now must continue on the path to Campaign. Not only will we be working towards our
raise the funds for our new campus.

new campus, but we will be creating a founders wall
at our new school for those involved in this

Beginning this month, our students, teachers,

campaign. This will be a permanent recognition of

facility, parents, and VT community will be

all names who give during this time.

challenged as we start our first HGVT Crowdfunding
See phase 1 of our new campus by WRA
Architects here: New Campus Video.

Campaign. This Campaign will focus on getting

Learn more at: villagetechschools.org/hgvt.

campus. This is where we need your help with our

everyone involved in building Village Tech's new

Red Ribbon Week: Your future is key, so stay drug free.
Margarita Hinojosa, 12th Grade Student

When we were given the
opportunity to host Red Ribbon Week
(RRW) this school year, we were
extremely excited to take the task by the
horns! We are the “Well-Being” senior
Odyssey group. Our senior project
focuses on mental health and bringing
awareness to it, our main goal is to see
an increase in wellness throughout the
school.
Our team conducted a lot of
research to pull RRW together, we
collected facts and information about the
annual campaign. Planning the week felt
overwhelming at times, but seeing the

participation in this year’s Red Ribbon
Week, we were so proud to watch our
village come together. One of the
activities that had the highest
participation was “Tie A Ribbon On It” to
bring each class together to promise to
be drug-free by tying a ribbon on a tree.
Seeing all the red ribbons on our row of
trees was great, to us it symbolized all
the promises that were made to bright
futures. The week was very rewarding
because after all we did it not just
because it was RRW, but we did it for the
students.

Students Design Conservation-Focused Arcade Game

4

Collaboration between Village Tech Schools and Children’s Aquarium Results in Creation and Installation of Conservation-Focused Arcade Game

impactful solution to
help raise awareness and
inspire action.

A team of Village Tech Juniors have
delivered their designed, built and coded
arcade game, “Beyond the Coral Reef,” to the
Children’s Aquarium at Fair Park in Dallas, TX.
The game, which raises awareness about the
effect of man-made pollution on the Hawksbill
sea turtle and other ocean species, took three
years and a collaboration between dozens of
students to conceptualize, design and build.
“I love it! The game is difficult but I’m
excited for its conservation impacts. Hopefully
people will keep coming back [to the
aquarium] to get better,” said Ellen Zhao,
Aquarium Manager at the Children’s
Aquarium at Fair Park.
The project began three years ago, when the
then-Freshman class of Village Tech Schools
received a challenge through a partnership
with the Dallas Zoo. The Zoo introduced the
class to the problems of environmental
conservation and animal extinction, and
challenged the students to come up with an

T h r o u g h “I love it! The game is difficult but I’m
teamwork
excited for its conservation impacts.
between
s t u d e n t s Hopefully people will keep coming
skilled in
back [to the aquarium] to get better.”
science, math,
engineering,
Premiere, SketchUp, MAYA, and Unity, and
English, art and graphic tools including a 3D printer, hand and table
design, the students took saws, CNC machine, a laser cutter, and vinyl
the game from conceptual idea to prototype, printer.
iteration and finally a full-scale product.
Game players swim as a hawksbill sea turtle
through the ocean floor attempting to avoid
the human trash and pollution, collecting
other sea creatures as the game progresses.
All proceeds from the game go directly to help
conservation of sea life.
Kindergarten
“WePreK
want&every
project to result in people
taking action,” said Dallas Zoo director of
Education, Marti Copeland. “[Their work]
exceeded my expectations.”

Students hope their game and games like
“Beyond the Coral Reefs” will provide a new
way for conservationists to inspire other
people to action. “Conservationists who
believe in the rights and the values of animals
need a way to inspire, inform, and persuade
the community to understand that animals
and humans are dependent on one another
as to impact the number of endangered
species,” the students wrote.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• 5th Grade Parent Meeting
• Helping Harvest Festival

•
•
•

To create and build the game, students used
software such as Illustrator, Photoshop,

Operation Get Involved
Washington D.C.
and more!

November 14th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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High School Dual Credit Fair

We are excited to announce that this year we are certification programs offered through our Dual Credit
redesigning and expanding our partnership with partnership.
Cedar Valley College to offer certification programs Students Can Now Gain Certifications in:
that give students incredible opportunities to - Vet Tech
- Music Production
graduate with employable certifications.
- Real Estate
At the High School Dual Credit Fair, over 85 VT students - Logistics
and parents met with Cedar Valley College Deans to - Criminal Justice
tour the campus and receive Career information about - and more!

VT Junior High & High School
As children get older it is
sometimes hard for parents to know
exactly where they might fit in the lives
of their children. We are always looking
for that “just right” amount. A great way
to find that balance is by school
involvement. The Village Tech 3 C’s,
Character, Challenge, and Community
give great insight on who and what we
value as a community. At VT we would
love for you be actively involved in our
community. If you have a talent or would
like to contribute in anyway, please let us
know. There are a number of ways to
make this happen:

Drop off greeters
Pick up greeters
Village Clean-up
Classroom Readers
Tutoring support
Internship Partners
Internship Seekers
X-Class Leadership
Founders Week Helpers
Holiday in the Village Decorators
Holiday in the Village Activity
Leaders
• Holiday in the Village Clean Up
• and much much more…..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, 6th-12th Director

The Junior High School is all
set and ready to roll. Our culture is
growing and is stronger than ever. The
students are participating in an increased
number of activities and working hard
daily in the classroom. This month 30
Junior High Students will attend the
TedX SMU talks and if all goes in our
favor we will have several athletic
championship teams. A huge thank you
to all of the Junior High Parents who
have been working so hard to support all
of the students of VTJHS! You all are the
real MVP’s!

Village Tech High School has
been super busy! Our Juniors delivered
their Hawksbill Sea Turtle to the Dallas
Children’s Aquarium and our Seniors
were able to host a “Thank You” luncheon
for their Junior internship partners from
last school year. The students were
gracious and delivered spectacular
presentations of learning that left the
audience in awe of their abilities.
VT turns 5! Be sure to join us
this year as we celebrate our 5th
A N N I V E R S A R Y d u r i n g Fo u n d e r s
Week. See the Founders Week Calendar
of events for a list of all of the fun!

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip

International
Educational
Tours

Costa Rica
May 7 - May 14

Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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Leader in Me at VT

by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

Village Tech Schools is a Leader in
Me school.
We teach selfmanagement through The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People from PreKindergarten through 12th grade. One of the
five social emotional competencies is selfmanagement. The skills students develop are
impulse control and self-motivation through
Being Proactive, stress management
through Sharpening our Saw, goal-setting
through Begin with the End in Mind, and
organizational skills through First things First.

Neuroscience and life wisdom from Stephen
Covey can remind us of who's in charge!
Brain:
Amygdala: a part of the brain that is
responsible for our emotional responses
Pre-frontal Cortex: the decision-making part
of the brain
If our amygdala is over stimulated and in
control of our bodies, our pre-frontal cortex
can not operate (make good decisions).

Free CA$H for VT

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Human nature:
However, as humans who are no longer living
in primitive, survival times. We have the
ability to PAUSE between an action and our
reaction. This pause is what separates us, as
humans, from other species! We can BE
PROACTIVE.
We can have impulse
control. We are NOT controlled by our
thoughts and emotions, they are only two
aspects of who we are! We decide whether to
speak that mean thought, eat the piece of
cake, or make a wise choice.

Pre-K & Kinder Adventure

Amy Weatherford, Kindergarten Teacher

Pre-K and Kindergarten traveled on our first
field trip to Green Meadows Pumpkin Patch
in Grand Prairie, TX. We had a wonderful
time exploring and meeting creatures all
sizes. Our students had the opportunity to
pet animals, go on a hay ride, watch pig
races, milk a cow and go through a corn
maze. We had so much fun on our pumpkin
patch adventure - the students are still
talking about all they were able to do!

Cheerleaders Serving

VTHS Cheerleaders Serving Their Community

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

Bright and early on a Saturday
morning, our Village Tech
High School cheerleaders
volunteered at our local North
Texas Food Bank. These early
risers helped to organize, sort
and box food for those in their
c o m m u n i t y. Wa y t o g o
cheerleaders! We are so proud
of your hard work cheering
our Village on and serving our
community in need.
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In-Depth: Student Engaged Assessment

Forging Students who are Leaders of their own Learning

Have you ever been to the doctor and they told you, "Congratulations, you are in perfect health,
you are 6 feet tall!" If so, change your doctor. When we look at our health, we follow our height
compared to our weight, age, physical activity, heart rate, cholesterol, blood pressure and more.
All of these factors give us a general sense of our overall physical health.
These assessments inform us about our level of health and what activities we need to keep
doing or what activities we might need to stop doing (I'll miss you Mr. Donut).
In the same way, our student assessment system at Village Tech uses a variety of assessment
tools so our students can know what they are learning, the depth they are learning it at, why
they are learning, and how well they are learning it. This empowers students to be able to make
adjustments to their learning and communicate their progress.
This in-depth look at student engaged assessment will explore three core areas: Student Led
Conferences, Mastery Based Grading and Rubrics.

Why we use Mastery-Based Grading?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provides honest feedback toward the skills or content learned.
Shows how to improve.
Teachers can assess skill level immediately.
Standard grading can create gaps, MBG identifies gaps.
Teachers can scaffold the learning experience and expectation.
Competencies include explicit, measurable, objectives.
Assessments are meaningful.
Students receive differentiated support based on their learning needs.
Learning outcomes include the application of knowledge and development of skills.

How to understand the “letters” of MBG.
•
•
•
•

Below Proficient (LP) means the student did not meet the action with the content or skill.
Proficient (P) means the student is beginning to meet the action with the content or skill.
Mastery (M) means the student met the action of the content or skill.
Exceeds Mastery (EM) means the student demonstrated higher in the action, according to
Bloom’s taxonomy or the rubric, than the TEK or rubric required at mastery levels.

Grades should indicate a student’s current level of achievement and students should be given
multiple opportunities to show what they know and can do. Grades are accessible by parents on
their Skyward account online.

Adapted from "Leaders of their Own Learning” by Ron Berger
You should've just participated in your child’s Student Led Conference (SLC). SLCs are a great
self-assessment for your student and a way for parents to hear what your child is learning and
how they are developing. During this time, students lead the conference, communicate their
learning in detail and depth, and engage in warm and cools for feedback. This is all done from
clear objectives and preparation aided by the teachers communication and standards.
Our Student Led Conferences are part a system at Village Tech of Student Engaged
Assessment. Mastery-based grading, rubrics, presentations of learning, and S.H.I.E.L.D.,
among others, are all parts of this practice. Student engaged assessment is a system of
connected practices which create authentic opportunity for students to be leaders of their own
learning. To begin a deeper level of understanding with this system, here we will breakdown
two big parts: Mastery-Based Grading (MBG) and Rubrics.
Mastery-Based Grading allows students to have ownership of their learning, track their
progress, set goals, and work at their own pace. A MBG system is based on the action in which
the student demonstrates the content or skill learned. MBG focuses on the paradigm shift of
motivation by empowering teachers, students and parents, and a shift in education because it
develops the whole person. For VT, this comes in the form of TEKS-based curriculum, social/
emotional skills training, and presentations.

Rubrics empower students to use their many talents by providing them opportunities for
growth. This supports students by scaffolding the learning experience as it relates to the verb of
the expectation. The verb sets the mastery level of performance. Rubrics can be designed by the
teacher or by the student or a little bit of both! WIN-WIN! Here we are able to integrate 7
Habits, social-emotional learning, and subjects all allowing for student voice and choice as well
as guidance. Link to TEA TEKS page.
There are 3 main types of rubrics:
• TAPE - Technical, Academic, Professional, Social/Emotional
• Vertical - Shows/Grows learning, skills over time
• Horizontal - Traditional, overall evaluation
Where do I start as a parent in understanding my child's performance at Village Tech?
1) Make sure you have a Skyward login to see what standards they are mastering.
2) Ask your child to see his/her SHIELD (student portfolio).
3) Ask your student to show you their rubrics and explain what they are learning.
4) Still not sure, contact the teacher. We expect our students to be able to explain what they are
learning, how they are learning, why they are learning, and at what level they are learning;
however, if they are struggling with this skill, don't hesitate to contact the teacher to work with
you and your child on this.

WHAT I’M LEARNING

THE DEPTH OF MY LEARNING

COMMUNICATING MY LEARNING

Standards & TEKS

Rubrics & MBG

Report Cards, SHIELD, POL/EOL, SLC
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What’s Happening Around the Village

Posters, Presentation, and People oh my....

Village Tech is pleased to be a leader among their peers throughout the State of Texas and beyond.
This summer and fall, VT leaders have been busy presenting the VT ways. Our Counselor, Mrs.
Quinn presented this summer in New England about our approach and usage of Myers-Briggs and
Social-Emotional Learning at the LLI SEL conference. Mr. Robinson and Mrs. Podany completed a
poster session at the International Society for Technology in Education on VT's mastery-based
grading and student portfolios. They followed up a month later with a presentation for
Advancement in Education conference in San Antonio teaching schools about Design Thinking and
the Forge. Shortly thereafter, Mrs. Podany presented to the Texas Charter School Association
Conference to a packed house with ways to SPARK student interest and passion in Design
Challenges by showing them all of the previous ways our AMAZING VT leaders have lit the FUSE
with their students over the years. All the while, David Williams and Amber Robinson have been
presenting Village Tech mission, vision, values to investors and leaders in Miami and Silicon
Valley. As you can see...the Village is leading in their community and beyond.

Spark your Learning about Design Thinking

Often times parents ask: Where can I learn about Design Thinking so I can use it in my own life
too? Design Thinking (DT) is a set of mindsets that help promote innovative thinking and creative
action. At Village Tech, teachers and students use DT to design challenges or solve problems. The
mindsets utilized at Village Tech are (in no particular order because DT is NOT linear) are: Spark,
Empathy, Define, Ideate, Create, and FUSE. Together, these mindsets unleash creative thinking and
allow thinkers to see and create. Some fun ways to begin exploring these methods and to
understand WHY VT uses these mindsets would be to READ some books that inspire us. Creative
Confidence by David and Tom Kelly, Creating Innovators by Tony Wagner, Change by Design by Tim
Brown. If you are more of an audiobook person, Creativity INC is an EXCELLENT listen. Are you more
of a Google Ninja? Check out IDEO (the mothership of DT) or Stanford d.school where these
mindsets are used throughout all disciplines (Mrs. Podany was trained at Stanford so she really
loves Stanford). Not really into reading? Try renting the documentary Extreme by Design (found on
iTunes) or email Mrs. Podany and she will share the documentary If You Build It.

Internship Partner Luncheon
To formally thank each business that
participated in last year’s first student
internship experience, our VT Seniors
hosted an appreciation luncheon for
businesses to meet up with their interns
and be recognized for their support. At
the luncheon, our partners heard
reflections from Seniors about their
Junior internship experience, were able
to open a dialogue with their intern
about the entire process, and share their
feedback as business professionals with
us through hands-on sharing of ideas.
Again we would like to thank these

individuals and companies for giving
our students opportunities to learn,
grow and apply their passions and
skills! These are the experiences we want
our students to take with them for life!
View our Internship partners here.

Want to know more, learn more or experience DT firsthand? Email epodany@villagetechschools.org
and let her know that you and YOUR family/friends/coworkers want a DT Training Workshop!

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

We have reached another
milestone in our pursuit of a new campus
home. First, our construction team provided
us with a guaranteed maximum price of
$9.7 million to fully remodel the existing
building to include classrooms for grades
8-12, science labs, collaborative breakout
spaces, an expanded Forge, community
room/cafeteria, gallery space, business
office, special service offices and reception
area in addition to installing modular
buildings for the classrooms in grades PK-7.
All of our students in grades PK-12 will
access and use the indoor and outdoor space
on a daily basis.
Second, our bonds are on the market and
scheduled to price next week and close by
early December. All of this means we remain
on schedule to break ground in January and

start school in the fall of 2018. You may be
wondering what you can do "while we wait".
Here are a few ideas:
1) Join the HGVT campaign to raise
$150,000 towards our permanent campus.
2) Celebrate at upcoming events (details
pending on Founders Week and January
Groundbreaking).
3) Spread the word to friends and family.
David Williams
CEO/Superintendent
THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
Architectural Drawings
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Oct)
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Renovations Begin (Jan)
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CALENDAR
WEBSITE

5/

DUAL CREDIT MEETING

6:30 PM @ CVC

Ink Blot
9/

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

NO SCHOOL

10 /

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

12,19 / BOARD MEETING
6:30 PM

PSAT & ACT Aspire
October 10-13
ACT: Aspire - 3rd-8th & 10th Grade
October 10th-13th
PSAT8/9 & PSAT/NMSQT
Wednesday, October 11th
PSAT8/9: 9th-8th graders that choose to test PSAT/
NMSQT: 11th grade

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays

See You at Parent Connect!
Hi Villagers, it is Texas State Fair
Time! I hope you are able to enjoy some
time at the fair. We sent the student tickets
home and have set aside October 9th as
the designated Fair Day for our school.
Tuesday, October 10th is a big day
(evening) here at Village Tech’s main
campus for Parent Connect. Every 2nd
Tuesday of the month we meet at 6:30pm in
the Cafeteria as the Parent Connect Action
Team. The campuses are going to make a
concerted effort to hold their meetings for
you on that night also. This would give you
one night a month designated for school
meetings. The meetings start at 6:30pm and
branch out to other meetings at 7:00pm.

This month, October 10, we will be
having the State of the Campus Report with
the Title I Information meeting. We will then
break out into the High School Parent
Meeting for grades 9-12, Sports Action
Team for fundraising at the Fall Carnival, the
Senior FAFSA Meeting, the Class Ring
meeting for Junior and Seniors, and the
Letterman Jacket meeting for grades 10-12.
Please come and join your Village! I look
forward to seeing you there.

Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours an be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule. Online Sign-Up: HERE

Student Led Conferences
October 10-13

Student Led Conferences (SLC) are a self-assessment for
students and a way for parents to hear from their child what
they are learning and how they are developing.
Students will: 1). Lead the conference. 2). Self-assess their
learning. 3). Communicate their learning in sufficient detail
and depth. 4). Prepare with mock conferences and engage
in warms and cools to gain feedback for improvement.
Teachers will: 1). Make objectives clear to students so they
can communicate their progress and help their family
understand standards being taught. 2). Help prepare
students for their role. 3). Communicate details and
expectations on SLC with parents. 4). Create opportunities
for follow up.

The Science of Slime
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Houston Relief

5th Grade Yearlong Challenge

Tannie Brantley, 6th Grade Teacher

Slime is science! Polymers and Non-newtonian fluids
can be a bit confusing, but basic slime science is a
perfect way to introduce this science to students!
As our students created their slime, they experimented
and observed the properties of the slime and how
different forces affect whether it behaves more like a
solid or a liquid.

Next month, 5th Grade will be hosting
a blood drive to help save lives!

What did our students find? As you stir the solutions
together, the mixture becomes thick. When you pull
slowly, your slime will stretch. However, if you pull
quickly it will break. Slime will slowly flow making it
seem like a liquid, but it can also bounce which makes
it seem a bit like a solid.

We will have the ability to have up to
24 people sign up to give blood and
that (the blood) will be broken down
into 3 components to save 72 lives.

Why is this? Ask a 6th grade student!

November 11th from 10:00-2:00
If you would like to see what you can
do to help 5th grade throughout their
Design Challenge please contact Mrs.
Strange
at lstrange@villagetechschools.org.

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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North Texas Giving Day
THANK YOU SO MUCH!
Thank you so much to everyone who generously gave on North
Texas Giving Day to help build the #VTHomeofTomorrow for our
students! All donations make online on NTGD will go directly
towards helping Village Tech Schools advance educational
opportunities for students and create a permanent campus for
learning and hands on approaches We raised $6,005 day of! We
will also receive a percentage of additional matching funds from
the Communities of North Texas. The entire Village is so grateful.
What an awesome North Texas Giving Day!

WHAT'S NEXT AFTER NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY?
Beginning soon, our students, teachers, facility, parents, and VT
community will be challenged as we start our first HGVT
Crowdfunding Campaign. This Campaign will focus on getting
everyone involved in building our Home of Tomorrow - Village
Tech's new campus.
If you are interested in receiving information about how you can
help us make this campaign a success, please
email: afloyd@villagetechschools.org. Additionally be sure and
stay alert for emails and flyers that will be distributed. We need
everyone's help to make this a success!

K
N
HA

T

3

!
U
YO

Wonder Adventure

World Word Wall

by Julie Boane, 6th Grade Teacher
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by Shirley Roney, 1st Grade Teacher

During the month of October, VT 6th grade students will have
the opportunity to grow their mindsets as we set out on a
WONDER adventure. As part of their challenge this year,
6th grade students will participate in self-discovery about
their mindsets and seek social awareness. As we read the
novel Wonder, by R.J. Palacio, students will be given an
opportunity to
open their minds
to people and
ideas that are perhaps different from those that
they currently have. In addition, 6th graders will
participate in the
CHOOSE KIND
campaign.

1st graders are reading print from the world around us
and it has taken over our Word Wall! The students have
cut logos from their snacks and even store bags, and then
sorted the words they know for our wall! This hands on
experience allows our emerging readers to interact with
print and written words in their own environment and find
reading all around us! Children see print everywhere in
their daily lives and Environmental Print is the first print
they learn to read, so as 1st graders we fill our wall with
words they already know!

Feel free to grow your own mindset and join us in this
adventure. You are sure to emerge with a new thinking.
Wonder is soon to be released as a major motion picture, but
as we all know, the book is always better!

Teddy Bear Parade

PreK & Kindergarten

Last month, our PreK and Kindergarten students brought a teddy bear
(or other stuffed animal) from home to carry in a “Parade of Teddy
Bears.” The Parade was only the Spark, or the beginning, of their

Design Challenge for the entire school year! Stay tuned for lots more
ahead and to watch the teamwork, creativity, and innovation of these
students grow!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
•
• State of the Campus Report •
• Founders Week
•

High School Parent Night
Letterman Jackets
Class Rings

October 10th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

5

High School Dual Credit Fair

We are excited to announce that this year we are opportunity to meet Cedar Valley faculty, tour
redesigning and expanding our partner with Cedar campus and certification programs.
Valley College to offer certification programs that
give students incredible opportunities to graduate Students Can Now Gain Certifications in:
with employable certifications.
- Vet Tech
High School students and parents, this is going to be a
big night you won't want to miss! On Thursday,
October 5th, Cedar Valley College is hosting Village
Tech High Schools students and parents for a dual
credit college fair! On this night you will have an

VT High School

-

Music Production
Real Estate
Logistics
Criminal Justice
and more!

Dual Credit Fair
Thursday, October 5th · 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Cedar Valley College · Lancaster, TX

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Hard to believe that we are already into October. Village Tech High
School has been involved in a number of exciting activities and
opportunities. October promises to be even more exciting!
Village Tech High School students will be taking the PSAT 8/9, PSAT/
NMSQT, and ACT/ASPIRE the second week of October. In addition, on the days
that they are not testing the students will be taking college tours to various
universities, visiting Texas A&M Commerce, Baylor University, and more.

In addition, our seniors are working on their Senior Summit while
our Juniors are preparing for the impending Junior Internships. If you have
any leads on potential internship partners, please email the lead information
to Justin Robinson, Forge Director, at JRobinson@Villagetechschools.org.
Finally, Don’t forget to join us on October 10th at 6:30pm for High
School Parent night. This is an important meeting for all parents of students
in grades 9-12.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip

International
Educational
Tours

Costa Rica
May 7 - May 14

Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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Social Awareness: A Life Skill

by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

Social Awareness: The ability to take the perspective
of and empathize with others, including those from
diverse backgrounds and cultures. The ability to
understand social and ethical norms for behavior
and to recognize family, school, and community
resources and supports.
• Perspective-taking
• Empathy
• Appreciating diversity
• Respect for others
For VT students, learning social awareness
comes in layers of opportunities to develop and
explore their level of competency. We approach this
particular skill through a school-wide approach from
our student code of conduct, our prevention and
awareness efforts, a curriculum approach of rubrics

and Forge experiences that include learning and
practicing this skill, and our 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People. In particular we approach, Habits
4-6: Think Win-Win, Seek First to Understand then to
be Understood, and Synergize.
For VT parents, social awareness looks a
little different at the age of 5 and the age of 15. As it
should! A five year old is working on understanding
facial expressions and body language and how those
explain what someone is feeling. The 5 year old can
benefit from talking with adults about their pets body
language (i.e. a dog's wagging tale, or panting and
what their needs are). This is a safe way for children to
learn different emotions as well as how to respond to
those needs from others, like taking care of a pet. The
added benefit is this builds compassion as well. For

Free CA$H for VT

the 15 year old, social awareness moves beyond the
development of facial expressions and body
language. Teenagers are now developing closer circles
of friends, maybe some they've known for several
years now and they may be developing romantic
relationships. Being able to make responsible
decisions is important to parents, and teens want the
voice to share what this looks like. Consider ways to
allow teenagers to help in making the important social
decisions involved in rules and consequences.
Remember the 4 R's for teen boundaries
and the beauty of your teen taking more social
awareness and following rules without you having to
remind them! See more on the 4 R's method here.
Credits: CASEL and Parent Toolkit

Watering Our Village

Leigh Ann Strange, 5th Grade Teacher

Our amazing 5th grade students are
building teamwork and taking care of
our Village! Around campus you might
find 5th grade students with buckets,
pitchers, cups or tubberware full of
water nourishing the many plants
Village Tech grows!
1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

The 5th graders took time to water
every quad garden for our Big Tech
village in order to show :
• Appreciation of nature
• Love for others
• Team building moment
• Emotional connection to other quads
• Random act of kindness

Watch your gardens...because our
little bees are busy busy busy!
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What’s Happening at the Village

Advancing Improvement In Education Conference
Presenting to educators in San Antonio, Justin Robinson and Elizabeth Podany
walked conference attendees through the Design Thinking process from inception to
completion where student work impacts real audiences. Communicating their
passion for student makerspaces and the DT mindsets, they spoke from experience on
the power of these tools to increase student outcomes. "If you stick to your mission
and vision, and stay true to what you know works for students, that is how you
increase student engagement and learning outcomes. We do this through there
human centered design process of Design Thinking and empathy. This allows our
students to build confidence, relationships, and excitement for being at school and
learning." - Justin Robinson

Silicon Valley Investors Summit
With an audience of Hero Club Members, Entrepreneurs,
CEOs, COOs, and CFOs, David Williams, VT Superintendent/
CEO, had the opportunity to share at the Silicon Valley
Investors Summit the heart of collaborative and innovative
education here in Cedar Hill, TX at Village Tech Schools. Check
out our David Williams on their website here.

Internship Partner Appreciation Luncheon
To formally thank each business that participated in our student internship
experience, we will be hosting an appreciation luncheon for businesses to
meet up with their interns and be recognized for their support. At this
luncheon, partners will hear from their Senior about their internship
experience and share their feedback with us!

DonorsChoose
This Summer, three of our teachers had DonorsChoose projects funded to
raise supplies for their students! A total of $1,591 was donated to help
our students receive flexible seating, classroom supplies and lots of
books to read! Visit DonorsChoose throughout the year to see how you can
help support our classrooms. View our school’s page here: Village Tech
Schools DonorsChoose

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

In case you missed it…

(http://villagetechschools.org/our-future.html)

We have been hard at work with
WRA Architects to design the permanent
campus for Village Tech Schools. Phase 1
will consist of grades 8-12 housed in a
newly renovated building while grades
PK-7 will be close by in portable buildings.
This new location will include outdoor
space, cafeteria, playgrounds, additional
parking and better access for drop off and
pick up. It is seconds from Cedar Hill and
only a couple minutes from Highway 67.
The space is designed to be collaborative,
open, flexible and secure.
While Phase 1 will be
completed through bond financing, we
will need to continue raising funds for
additional phasing. This fall, North Texas

Giving Day is devoted to our capital
campaign and it will be followed up by a
parent crowdfunding drive. When we
move into that new space, I want everyone
in the village to be able to say "I did that. I
helped build Village Tech Schools."
Whether through your time, talent or
treasure, this year we need to roll up our
sleeves and put the village in Village Tech.
David Williams
CEO/Superintendent
THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
Architectural Drawings
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Oct)
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Renovations Begin (Jan)

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
September 2017
CALENDAR

Ink Blot

WEBSITE

4/

LABOR DAY

NO SCHOOL

12 /

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

21 / BOARD MEETING

14 /

6:30 PM

6:00am - Midnight

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY

School Picture Day
September 6-7
3rd-12th: Wednesday, September 6
ECC (PK-2nd): Thursday, September 7
Picture order forms will be going home!
Forms and money are due on picture day.

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE

Year Five at the Village
WELCOME BACK to a new
year of Village Tech! Looking back 5
years, there is plenty to experience
and talk about now that were once
just conversations and dreams.
From an idea to 930 students, from
PreK through 8th grade to a
graduating
senior class, from
Improvement Required to
continuous increase in academic
strength, from founders’ dreams to
staff, parent, and student stories,
from 10 acres to 28 acres, and more.

It is very apparent that we are
not a community that sits back and
watches as life passes by. There is
always another step forward to make
things happen. Of course we all
benefit, but the motivation is in the
right place, the spark of our lives our students, our children.
With
great things all around us, welcome
to another amazing year at the
Village!
Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours will begin at the end
of September and can be scheduled online on our
website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or Fridays at
9:00am. Sign up online or call the front office to
schedule.

Grandparents Day
September 11
The grade levels will host the grandparents with a fun
activity and finger foods. Classroom teachers will
send out communication in regards to locations and
food items that will need to be donated. Remember
to #TakeaGrandie on Grandparents Day.

PK - 9:45-10:30
K - 8:15-9:00
1st - 9:00-9:45
2nd - 10:30-11:15
3rd - 9:00-9:45

4th - 10:00 - 10:45
5th - 11:30-12:15
6th - 10:25-11:15
7-8th - 12:55-1:45
HS - 12:25-1:15
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X-Classes at VT
Sign-Ups: Sept. 6-8
X-Classes Begin: Sept. 13

Houston Relief

5th Grade Yearlong Challenge

different grade levels the opportunity to interact and get to
know each other, building connections that will serve them in
the years ahead. Some of the classes are taught by our teacher.
Some of the classes are taught by our passionate High School
students. Others are taught by parents or community members
that are subject matter experts.

At Village Tech, students have the opportunity to select elective
courses based off student interest, faculty talent, and unique
experiences. These “X-Classes” can range from archery and roleplaying games, to robotics and magic. In fact, they can be about
almost anything! The purpose of X-Class time is to give
students a place to explore passion, play and purpose, the three
traits Tony Wagner writes are key to “Creating Innovators.”

X-Classes are held on Wednesday afternoon throughout the
school year. Some classes last only 9 weeks, while others are 18
weeks or the entire school year. Students will be required to
sign-up or X-Class every semester, even for full year classes.

In addition to the unique educational experiences that XClasses provide, they also allow the students and teachers from
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For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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5th Grade will be collecting items
through September 14th. If you
would like to donate items please
contact Mrs. Strange
at lstrange@villagetechschools.org.

Creativerse

SEPTEMBER
S

This month, 5th Grade will be
collecting basic toiletry items such as:
- deodorant
- toothbrushes
- toothpaste
- shampoo
- brushes
- combs
- soap
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North Texas Giving Day
SAVE THE DATE TO DONATE
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9.14.2017 | 6AM - Midnight

North Texas Giving Day (NTGD) is a one-day online giving event
for people in North Texas to come together and raise support for
local nonprofits. Every donation made online on NTGD will go
directly towards helping Village Tech Schools advance
educational opportunities for students and create a permanent
campus for learning and hands on approaches. Any donation is
appreciated, but donations of $25 or more will receive a
percentage of additional matching funs from the Communities of
North Texas.

3 Easy Steps to Donate:
1. Go to northtexasgivingday.org and search for “Village Tech
Schools.”
2. Make a Donation!
3. Tells your friends using hashtags #villagetech #NTxGivingDay
and share a post on Facebook reminding your friends to give!

Not Available on September 14th?

and VT community will be challenged as we start our first HGVT Crowdfunding

opens September 9th and runs through September 14th.

information about how you can help us make this campaign a success, please

Schedule your gift to Village Tech Schools! Scheduled giving

To schedule your gift giving visit: www.northtexasgivingday.org and be
sure to share that you scheduled! If you have any problems, email
afloyd@villagetechschools.org.

WHAT'S NEXT AFTER NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY?
Starting September 15 through December 15th, our students, teachers, facility, parents,
Campaign. This Campaign will focus on getting everyone involved to help us build our
Home of Tomorrow - Village Tech's new campus. If you are interested in receiving
email: afloyd@villagetechschools.org. Additionally be sure and stay alert for emails and
flyers that will be distributed. We need everyone's help to make this a success!

Welcome Back, Squids!

Fidget Noodles
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by Hannah Sargent, 2nd Grade Teacher

I am using pool noodles as a “fidget tool” in my classroom
because kids with wiggles, or younger students with high
sensory needs need to fiddle and fidget. Fiddling does not
interfere with listening and research actually indicates that
“fiddling with a tool” increases retention. The students can place
their feet on the pool noodle under their desks and push down
and roll their feet across the noodle. This is like a foot massage
that helps them concentrate their brain by keeping their feet
engaged. It also decreases kicking others under the table
(disruptive behavior) and helps to keep them in their seat. By
giving all students the choice of using the pool noodles, they are
in control of their learning and disruptions and wasted
instructional time is kept to a minimum. So far… my second
grade class loves them!

text

Volunteer

Car Tags

To volunteer, please turn in the volunteer form in the front office at
either campus. This form must be completed and approval must be
confirmed prior to being allowed to volunteer in leadership activities
with students. Please remember that the form must completed each
year to participate in activities. Visit: http://villagetechschools.org/
parents.html for a form.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Sign-Ups
• Project Graduation
• 6th Grade Parent Meeting

Don't you love seeing the VT car tags when you're driving around
town? We do too. We especially love seeing them when your
students are being picked up. Car tags are required to pickup
your student(s). This is important for the safety of our students. If
you are missing a car tag, you will be asked to park, enter the
front office and provide an ID to pick up your student(s).

September 12th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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Family Summer Design Sessions

by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

In June and July 2017, Village Tech hosted 7 families in an
interactive design session which I had the pleasure to
facilitate. This was an opportunity to talk about where VT has
been as well as where we are going in addition to exploring
design thinking and working through a village design
problem. In this case, it was: how might we welcome and
involve new families to our village?
In each session, the students who attended selected to explore
the prompt, “I know I belong when . . .” We posted our ideas to
a white board and then had the students organize them by
category. Some of the responses included, “I know I
belong when . . .”
People smile
We can laugh together
We can overlook differences
People are happy to see me
I’m able to express my ideas

People accept me and we can work together
I don’t feel judged
I can be me
People care
I let my guard down
I feel useful and productive
I have a seat at the table

While the students sorted the post it notes, the adults
discussed the different stages of commitment. We looked at
what VT does well (Plus/+) and where VT can improve (Delta).
The first level of commitment is explore where families are
trying to learn more about the school. The second level is the
invitation where families are asked to participate in the school
through events or through enrollment. The third level is being
involved where people are in attendance and present in the
school community. The fourth level is commitment where
people are willing to give of their time, talents or treasures for
the benefit of their children and school community.
We learned about the “Yes And” mindset and practiced by
planning a party. In Yes And, participants build up each other’s
ideas by saying, “yes and here’s another way we can make the
party awesome.” Too often when we brainstorm or ideate, we
say “no but” and this quickly deflates the ideas around the
table. The more ideas the better. The crazier the better. The
crazy idea might be the solution or it might be the thing that
opens the possibilities for other solutions.

VT High School

In this case, we brainstormed ways we might welcome and
involve new families. The families in the sessions came up
with several great ideas including a welcome tour with
scavenger hunt, creating an online tour of the school, hosting
a progressive dinner for new families, hosting a volunteer fair,
or create mentor families who help welcome and guide those
who are new to VT.
Laine Cooper (VT 7th grade) was so excited about the
mentoring families idea that she presented a proposal
outlining how we could make it happen. As a result, we are
going to prototype this experience this year with a small
number of families. Sylvia Gonzalez, our Student and
Operations Coordinator, will oversee the experience and work
with mentoring families as they adopt new families into VT.
Thank you to the families who participated in these sessions!
You took the VT plunge this summer and got your feet wet
with design thinking. Way to be squids!

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Junior Internships - Juniors are gearing up for their Junior level
internships and future senior summit. If you or someone you know
has contacts to assist with internship placement in any industry please
contact me to let Mrs. Stewart-Mays know
smays@villagetechschools.org. I am also looking for parents from all
grade levels to serve on the internship council.

High School Odyssey - This year, our students will engage in future
career planning. They will work to research and create a path that will
lead to their future careers. These students will be working to apply
real-time professional experience to their high school research. If you
know of a Human Resource specialist who could assist us with
resume, tax prep, and any other items related to career development
please let Mrs. Stewart-Mays know at SMays@Villagetechschools.org.

Future Trip

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip

International
Educational
Tours

Costa Rica
May 7 - May 14

Berlin, Germany
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org
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Emotional Intelligence: Self-Awareness at the Foundation
by Kristy Quinn, Character & Culture, Counseling

Our children learn how to process emotions
from watching adults and their peers. Contrary to
popular belief, parents still rank highest in influence
with their teenagers. In order to build emotional
intelligence in our children, we must begin with
ourselves. Identifying our values and how we want to
live those out, then taking a look at how we actually
handle life as it happens, can help us better
understand the messages we send our children.
When we can identify and label emotions
we can better process them and ask for help if we
need it. Our children are often caring and big hearted.
When they ask an adult, "Are you okay?", and our
response is “Fine," with a loud sigh at the end, it is
obvious the adult is not 'fine'. Instead, consider stating
how you feel honestly and out loud and the need you

have in order to get through it. For example, "I'm very
frustrated at the moment. I need 5 minutes to calm
down. Can you please play quietly until then?". When
we communicate our feeling directly, take time to calm
down, then rebound back, we are modeling effective
ways to handle stressors. We are also demonstrating
the understanding that we all experience a range of
emotions throughout each day and many times we do
not like what is going on around us, but we can handle
it. Ultimately, each day to day example, continues
building emotional intelligence in our children.
Covey reminds us to be proactive instead of
the opposite, reactive. Humans have the ability to
create a P A U S E between a stimulus and a response,
this helps us be PROACTIVE. As you reflect, on your
own self-awareness, you may notice unhealthy habits

Free CA$H for VT

or patterns that you default to from your own
childhood. Thinking to yourself, what behaviors do
you want to keep and what do you want change. You
might ask yourself, "Is this what I want to teach my
children?" This type of thinking can be a great catalyst
for deciding to use emotions to guide your
compassion and growth. And in turn, building
stronger more emotionally intelligent children.

SHIRTS FOR SALE
All orders are due by Friday, Sept. 8th.
To order, please fill out the attached form
and return to the Office. Payments can be
made via check/cash to Village Tech
Schools. ORDER NOW

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

PreK Gingerbread Hunt

by Brandi Olmstead, Director of PreK-5th

PreK students will be participating
in a fun, interactive Gingerbread
Hunt around the ECC campus!
They will be learning their way
around the school and meeting all
of the other teachers on campus
while having fun searching for
their gingerbread cookies. They
will receive directional clues from
each class they visit to help them
learn and apply locational
vocabulary! This is a fun, PreK
tradition that students will talk
about for years to come!

7 Meet Dr. Jerry Cook
Our New Board Member

Jerry Cook was born
and raised throughout
Te n n e s s e e , A r k a n s a s a n d
Indiana. He attended college on
a football scholarship to Harding
College and graduated with a
B.A. in Psychology. Upon
graduation, Jerry became a
teacher and coach in the
Richardson ISD. In 1976 he
became an assistant principal in
Richardson ISD, then moved to Allen ISD as an assistant principal in
1979. Jerry served as principal of Allen High School from 1980 to
1991, when he moved to Texarkana ISD as assistant superintendent.
After two years in Texarkana ISD, Jerry was named the superintendent
of Castleberry ISD and served there for over four years, then served
seven years as the superintendent of Duncanville ISD.
While superintendent in Duncanville ISD, Jerry served as
a Director on the Duncanville Chamber of Commerce Board, as well
as being a member of the Lions Club and Rotary Club. Since his
retirement from Texas Public Schools in 2005, Jerry has been a
consultant for Organizational Health, an educational leadership
development company. Jerry holds a M. Ed. and Ed. D. in Educational
Administration from Texas A&M Commerce. Jerry was instrumental in
launching VT as both a volunteer and our founding CFO in 2013.
Jerry has been married to his bride, Tricia, for 42 years.
Together they have two daughters, Amanda and Sara and two
grandchildren. Jerry loves to laugh, has a high energy level, and
enjoys life. His hobbies include family activities, reading (especially
Pulitzer Prize winning nonfiction), and watching and going to
sporting events.

DonorsChoose for the Classroom
This Summer, three of our teachers had DonorsChoose projects funded to raise supplies for their
students! A total of $1,591 was donated to help our students receive flexible seating, classroom
supplies and lots of books to read! We are so grateful to our community for supporting our teachers
and students, and to Orkin and StateFarm for their generous matching donations.
“Thank you so much for your
generosity. It means a lot to me
that my students will have books
to read throughout the school year
and I feel confident that the
students will be grateful too.
Together we are preparing children
for the future of this world with the
power of knowledge.” - Ms. Nichols

“I want to thank you for giving to
this project that will benefit my
students education in a
monumental way. I am so excited
to get all of the goodies and begin
to implement flexible seating in
my classroom. If it weren't for you
giving, I would not be able to
provide this wonderful experience
for my students’. I hope that
throughout these next months you
are able to see how grateful me
and my students are to you for
being a part of fully funding this
project.” - Mrs. Henson

“Thank you so much for your
donations! The kids were so
excited to have the project funded!
They can't wait to present the third
grade students with the materials
they will need next school year to
be successful. Thank you again for
your support and donations to
ensure that all students have the
materials they will need.” - Mrs.
Rhoden

View our school’s page here: Village Tech Schools DonorsChoose

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

We have been hard at work with
WRA Architects to design the permanent
campus for Village Tech Schools. Phase 1
will consist of grades 8-12 housed in a
newly renovated building while grades
PK-7 will be close by in portable buildings.
This new location will include outdoor
space, cafeteria, playgrounds, additional
parking and better access for drop off and
pick up. It is seconds from Cedar Hill and
only a couple minutes from Highway 67.
The space is designed to be collaborative,
open, flexible and secure.
While Phase 1 will be
completed through bond financing, we
will need to continue raising funds for
additional phasing. This fall, North Texas

Giving Day is devoted to our capital
campaign and it will be followed up by a
parent crowdfunding drive. When we
move into that new space, I want everyone
in the village to be able to say "I did that. I
helped build Village Tech Schools."
Whether through your time, talent or
treasure, this year we need to roll up our
sleeves and put the village in Village Tech.
David Williams
CEO/Superintendent
THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
Architectural Drawings
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Sept)
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Renovations Begin (Dec)
(http://villagetechschools.org/our-future.html)

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
August 2017

CALENDAR

Ink Blot

WEBSITE

BACK TO SCHOOL

16 /

FISH CAMP

7:00 - 8:00 PM

21-22 / MEET THE TEACHER

24 /

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

21: PreK-8th & 22: 9th-12th

9/4 / LABOR DAY
No School

Meet the Teacher Nights
August 21 & 22
Monday, August 21 @ 5-7PM

PreK-5th @ ECC (535 S Clark Rd)
6th-8th @ Big Tech (1010 E Parkerville Rd)
Come meet your student’s teacher and join
the Village for dinner! The In-N-Out truck will
be on-site at the ECC. Meal tickets are $5 and
include a burger, chips and a drink.
*Stop by Big Tech (1010 E Parkerville Rd) between now
and Monday, August 21 to purchase your tickets ahead
of time. Tickets are limited.*

WELCOME BACK SQUIDS!
Welcome back to the 2017-2018 school
year! I am very excited to see you here for this year.
School starts Thursday, August 24. You still have a
few days to get those last moment summer trips
completed.
Our staff has been working these past few
weeks to provide a fresh start for their students. The
same as every year, we have some new additions to
our staff. Please make them feel welcomed as you
meet them. Look at our website for information on
Meet the Teacher. We have In-N-Out Burger coming
for the August 21st date.
Our first graduates (2018 Graduating
Class) of Village Tech will begin their last year here.
They are SENIORS!!! This class has opened up a new
grade level every year for us starting in 8th grade.
Now, they have arrived. They have paved the way for

all our grades levels to experience the full range of
PreK through 12th grade.
New this year, we have two Campus
Directors. Ms. Olmstead and Mrs. Mays will lead the
students in the Elementary and Middle School/High
School respectively. The rest of us in Administration
will support them and the teachers as they move us
to another year of great! Last year’s motto was
#OurTime, #OurYear. This year’s will be along the
words of We are the Village. We do not have the
hashtag down yet but I like the mindset of us
strengthening our Village even more.
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent
Connect Meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month), at
the games, and at all the other events throughout
the year.
Robert Johansen, Executive Campus Director

Tuesday, August 22 @ 5:30-7PM

9th-12th @ Big Tech (1010 E Parkerville Rd)
Join High School students and teachers for
meet the teacher night!

Fish Camp - 9th Grade

7:00 - 8:00 PM on Wednesday,
August 16 @ Virginia Weaver Park
Fish Camp is an exciting way we welcome
our new class of 9th grade students into
High School and allow friendships to begin
forming before the first day of school. We
look forward to seeing you there!
RSVP HERE!

For more information visit our Parent page:
villagetechschools.org/parents.html

An Inkling of Info

School Schedule
ECC Pre-K - 2nd
Drop-Off: 7:30
Breakfast: 7:40
Class Begins: 8:00
Pick-Up: 4:15
Wed. Pick-Up: 12:00

3rd - 8th

Car Tags

9th - 11th

Drop-Off: 7:30
Breakfast: 7:40
Class Begins: 8:00
Pick-Up: 4:15
Wed. Pick-Up: 12:00

Drop-Off: 7:40
Breakfast: 7:40
Class Begins: 8:15
Pick-Up: 4:30
Wed. Pick-Up: 12:15

Tardies
“Put first things first, be on time.” Our office will take
record of morning and class tardies. Three tardies
equal one absence for a student. To makeup
unexcused absences and tardies, students will attend
Wednesday sessions.
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Don't you love seeing the VT car tags when
you're driving around town? We do too. We
especially love seeing them when your
students are being picked up. Car tags are
required to pickup your student(s). This is
important for the safety of our students. If you
are missing a car tag, you will be asked to
park, enter the front office and provide an ID
to pick up your student(s).

Volunteer

Supply Lists

To volunteer, please turn in the volunteer form in the
front office at either campus. This form must be
completed and approval must be confirmed prior to
being allowed to volunteer in leadership activities with
students. Please remember that the form must
completed each year to participate in activities. Visit:
http://villagetechschools.org/parents.html for a form.

Check out all grade level supply lists on our
website here: villagetechschools.org/parents.html.

Before & After Care
At Village Tech we offer options for Before Care, After Care, and 1/2 Day Wednesday Care for your
student(s) outside normal school hours. If you are interested please view the form on our website with all
pricing and information here: villagetechschools.org/assets/before-after-school-care-2017-2018.pdf

1/2 Day Wednesday
1/2 Day Wednesday will begin the first week of the school year. We have many returning and new
community partners for your student(s) on Wednesdays. As programs become available, you will be able
to find all the community 1/2 Day Wednesday offerings here: http://villagetechschools.org/assets/
wednesday-program.pdf

Late Fees
We ask you to promptly drop off and pick up your
student(s) to respect the time of our staff. Because
there is no supervision for students who are on
campus during unscheduled times, we are
required to charge late fees to pay our teachers for
their extended time.

$10 fee if dropped off before 7:30 AM
$20 fee if picked up after 4:30 PM

the piazza
Meet “the piazza.” This official Village Tech blog is run by our Superintendent and CEO, David Williams. Here
you will read more about our beliefs in education, the heart behind Village Tech and the passion we hold for
our mission. Check out the piazza here: villagetechschools.wordpress.com.

For more information visit our Parent page:
villagetechschools.org/parents.html

An Inkling of Info
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Stay up-to-date by regularly checking our website: villagetechschools.org.

Dress Code
Whether it's expressing your personality, working with paint in the
Forge or dressed to the nines for a presentation, our dress and grooming
policy is designed to respect the appropriate clothing for the experience at
hand. Dress and grooming at Village Tech should demonstrate modesty,
respect and safety.

not being modest, respectful, or safe, the student will remain in class for
that day with the expectation of not repeating the offense, or with a more
severe violation, remain in the office until a change of clothes can be
brought to the school (unexcused absence from class). Read more in the
Student Handbook online.

The Campus Director has the final discretion to determine if
expectations are met with the Dress and Grooming Policy. If in violation of

Note: Jeans with holes do not meet the dress and grooming standard.

Athletics
Athletic Coordinator - Victor Spencer
vspencer@villagetechschools.org
Find the Athletic Handbook online soon on the Athletics Webpage:
villagetechschools.org/athletics.html.
Find the entire school calendar here:
villagetechschools.org/calendar.html.

Home of Tomorrow

PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

We have been hard at work with
WRA Architects to design the permanent
campus for Village Tech Schools. Phase 1
will consist of grades 8-12 housed in a
newly renovated building while grades
PK-7 will be close by in portable buildings.
This new location will include outdoor
space, cafeteria, playgrounds, additional
parking and better access for drop off and
pick up. It is seconds from Cedar Hill and
only a couple minutes from Highway 67.
The space is designed to be collaborative,
open, flexible and secure.
While Phase 1 will be
completed through bond financing, we
will need to continue raising funds for
additional phasing. This fall, North Texas

Giving Day is devoted to our capital
campaign and it will be followed up by a
parent crowdfunding drive. When we
move into that new space, I want everyone
in the village to be able to say "I did that. I
helped build Village Tech Schools."
Whether through your time, talent or
treasure, this year we need to roll up our
sleeves and put the village in Village Tech.
David Williams
CEO/Superintendent
THERE IS LOTS HAPPENING:
Architectural Drawings
Guaranteed Maximum Price (Sept)
Bond Financing (Nov/Dec)
Renovations Begin (Dec)
(http://villagetechschools.org/our-future.html)

“Follow” us on Instagram
@VillageTechSchools

Social Media
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“Follow” us on Twitter
@Village_Tech
“Like” us on Facebook
facebook.com/VillageTechSchools
To make sure you never miss a post or
announcement, follow these steps after
you “like” our Facebook page:
1. “Click the RSS button
2. Select to “See First” VT’s post
3. Turn Notifications “All On”
4. Like, Comment and Share!

Parent Connection
Join the staff and students in the
conversation! At Village Tech we continue to
reinforce building character by understanding
ourselves well. We help our students know their
strengths and to build on them. Our teachers aim to
treat each child as an individual and respect their
natural interest. How can parents support those in
their children's lives to do the same?
Teachers do want to know what motivates
kids and what works best for them—it makes their
jobs easier and more satisfying. Ask yourself how,
as a parent, you can best use your strengths to

Kristy Quinn, Director of Character & Culture, Counseling Services

create a partnership with teachers and other adults.
Let them know what has worked best at home and
in other situations. Provide insight into your child's
talents (strengths). Be positive and supportive. Get
involved in school and other activities. Don't forget
to take note of the talents that other teachers and
adults use that make a difference. Noticing
everyone's natural gifts will go a long way toward
initiating a strengths-based environment.
We encourage you to take a modified
Myers Briggs assessment. Check out this link: www.
16personalities.com and begin a conversation with

love and strength! (VT is not affiliated with 16

Personalities, but provides the link as a tool for Myers
Briggs.)

Culture and Character Development and Counseling Services (http://villagetechschools.org/counseling.html)
North Texas Giving Day (NTGD) is a oneday online giving event for people in North
Texas to come together and raise support
for local nonprofits. Every donation made
online on NTGD will go directly towards
helping Village Tech Schools advance
educational opportunities for students and
create a permanent campus for learning
and hands on approaches. Any donation is
appreciated, but donations of $25 or more

will receive a percentage of additional
matching funs from the Communities of
North Texas.
When? Thursday, September 14th from
6:00 AM - Midnight.
How to Give? Go online and visit
northtexasgivingday.org.
Then, help our cause by sharing posts on
Facebook throughout NTGD.

Find your answers first
Stay up-to-date by regularly checking our
website: villagetechschools.org.

Parents Page

villagetechschools.org/parents.html

Here you will find…
•
•
•
•
•

The VT Website
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Supply Lists
School Schedule
Pick-Up & Drop-Off
1/2 Day Wednesday
Before Care & After Care

News & Events

Subpages:
•
•
•
•

Dress-Code
Grading
Student Handbook
and more!

• Parent Connect

villagetechschools.org/news---events.html

Here you will find…

• School Calendar
• Schools Events
• Monthly Newsletters

Subpages:
• Events
• Calendar

News

PARENT CONNECT September 13th | 6:30-8:00pm | Cafeteria
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Welcome to Parent Connect
• Action Team Sign-Ups

Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of
every month beginning in September.
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Stay In Touch
3rd-11th Grade Campus (Big Tech)
1010 East Parkerville Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
469.454.4441

Campus Contact List

villagetechschools.org/contact-list.html

Robert Johansen, Executive Campus Director
rjohansen@villagetechschools.org
Brandi Olmstead, PK-5 Campus Director
bolmstead@villagetechschools.org
Schretta Mays, 6-12 Campus Director
smays@villagetechschools.org
Justin Robinson, Forge Director
jrobinson@villagetechschools.org

Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character
Development, Counseling
kquinn@villagetechschools.org
Yolanda Lacy, Special Services Director
ylacy@villagetechschools.org
NeeNee Williams, Front Office
nwilliams@villagetechschools.org
Sylvia Gonzalez, Student Services Coordinator
sgonzalez@villagetechschools.org

Elizabeth Podany, Curriculum & Innovation Director
epodany@villagetechschools.org
Lisa White, HS Academic Advisor
lwhite@villagetechschools.org

Early Childhood Center (ECC)
535 South Clark Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
469.454.4463

Dorcia Crawford, Registration
dcrawford@villagetechschools.org
Victor Spencer, Athletic Coordinator
vspencer@villagetechschools.org

Team Leads for Grade Level
ECC Lead Support - Cynthia De La Cruz
cdelacruz@villagetechschools.org

Second - Nita Ved
nved@villagetechschools.org

Sixth - Julie Boane
jboane@villagetechschools.org

Pre-K - Kristi North
knorth@villagetechschools.org

Third - Lori DeMoss
ldemoss@villagetechschools.org

Seventh - Joe Thompson
jthompson@villagetechschools.org

Kinder - Amy Weatherford
aweatherford@villagetechschools.org

Fourth - Tichelle Calvin
tcalvin@villagetechschools.org

Eighth - Adrian Arista
aarista@villagetechschools.org

First - Krystal Owens
kowens@villagetechschools.org

Fifth - Leigh Ann Strange
lstrange@villagetechschools.org

HS - Lisa White
lwhite@villagetechschools.org

Our amazing teachers and staff are busy attending
professional development trainings preparing for the
new school year. Check out some photos below!

Staff Ink Week

“We invest in our teachers because they invest in our students.”
In the last few weeks before the first day of school, our campus is once again full of the
laughter and voices of new and returning teachers. These teachers are overflowing with
excitement and anticipation for a new year, new students and new opportunities. At
Village Tech we hold at our core the belief that great teachers have the potential
to shape and inspire the heart and dreams of students.
We believe there is always more to learn, always further to grow and continually more
to do. Because of this our teachers and staff have been in the Forge engaging new
methods and practices to implement into their classroom. Ink Week trainings have
been full of teachers leading teachers, a teacher and student panel, games of unity and
teamwork, social-emotional classroom practices for children, and so much more! As
teachers we inspire students with their passion and we engage them to achieve their
highest levels within them.
In this new year as teachers, staff, students, parents and community, may we be a
Village where empathy is at the heart of everything we do, where work is meaningful,
where every individual feels they have something to contribute, where knowledge and
skills are connected to the world around us, and where genuine relationships are built
so everyone knows they belong. Our dreams at VT have never been small, but they
have always been worth the work.
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Training & Development
INVESTING IN OUR STUDENTS BY
INVESTING IN OUR TEACHERS
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The Future of Food

This Summer, Village Tech students
traveled to Italy and participated in the EF
Tours Global Summit Challenge: How might
we improve access to healthy and
sustainable food for everyone?
On the Leadership Summit,
students examined what food means to
cultures around the world and in cities across
Europe. After traveling and gaining a deeper
understanding of food’s ability to link us to
our past and present, and learn about our
role in the future of food, teachers and
students came together in Milan, Italy for a

EF Tours Global Summit: Italy

two-day leadership conference. Attendees
heard from world-renowned speakers,
attended expert-led workshops and gained
valuable insight into how food connects
plates, people, politics and culture.
The Future of Food came to life in
Italy and across Europe, where students
considered how what we eat shapes, and is
shaped by, our culture, environment and
economy. During the Italy Summit, students
from all over the world discussed emerging
technology and new production techniques

as we think up creative ideas to feed our
growing world.
In the final challenge, students
were separated into teams with other
students from all over the world. Out of 114
teams, two of our students' teams were top 8
finalists, and one of those teams went on to
WIN!
Congratulations, Grayson and
Team HYDRONE! Their idea to help places
with drought will be featured in the Nobel
Museum in Stockholm, Sweden in
October.

Look! It’s Grayson!

Future

Travel Opportunities
Senior Trip
Costa Rico
12 Grade Trip

Global Leaders Summit
Berlin, Germany
EF Tours

