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Annual Household Renewals
for Existing Students will be March 18-29
This year, the Annual Household Renewal for existing students will be completed online through
Parent Portal. In previous years, the schools sent paper packets home with each student for
parents to update household/student information. Paper packets will not be sent home this year.
Parents need to make sure your Parent Portal account is active. Student Portal accounts will not
work for the update. If you do not have a Parent Portal account or you have forgotten your
password, please contact the building secretary in the school your child attends prior to March 18.
Parents can review/edit current household information through Parent Portal. It is important that
the school has accurate and up-to-date phone numbers and addresses for each student in case of
an emergency. If you move, you need to bring in proof of residency to Central Office. The District
only accepts the following for proof of residency to attend Douglas School District: current lease/
rental agreement; current monthly mortgage statement; or verification of housing on EAFB. If you
do not have one of the listed items, you will need to visit with Central Office staff.
High school and middle school students will have the opportunity to complete course registration
for the 2019-20 school year from January 23-February 18. Your student will bring more
information home regarding signing up for 2019-20 classes.

2018-19 National Honor Society Induction
Douglas High School inducted 36 new members to the National
Honor Society on November 29th at the DHS Theater. Parents of the
inductees and seventeen current members attended the ceremony
and reception. Juniors and senior students are selected for this
prestigious honor based on their leadership, scholarship, service and
character. The Douglas chapter has focused on serving others by
helping at the elementary fun nights, sponsoring the annual Easter
egg hunt and participating in community clean up days.
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Patriot Elementary School-Badger Clark
started a new reward system in their building.
Ms. Ashley (2nd grade) and Mrs. Kindle
(Kindergarten) won the “Lunch Pride”
awards for cleanest and most respectful
classes in the lunchroom. Mrs. Henke (1st
grade) and Ms. Shields (2nd grade) won the
“Class Pride” awards for cleanest classroom.
The lunchroom staff and custodians will
select the winners of these awards each
month. Through these awards, the students
are becoming more mindful of picking up
after themselves, and continuing to show
respect towards all staff in the building.

Box Elder area Girl Scouts from the Ellsworth
Service Unit got together for a Girls Giving
celebration at the high school cafeteria on
Thursday, November 29th. Coats, hats, mittens
and food were donated to Douglas schools by
those attending the celebration. A good time was
had by all.

During conferences in November, at Francis
Case, Ms. Thomas 1st grade class held Student
led Conferences with their Parents.

Ms. Thomas 1st grade class won a field trip to
Dominos to make their own personal pizza for
winning 1st place at Francis Case Dough Night!

Congratulations to Francis Case Drug Free
Poster Winners.

The 5th grade classrooms
were selected to decorate
a tree in Pierre for the
"Christmas at the Capitol"
celebration. This year's theme
was Enchanted Christmas.
The students created
ornaments to fit the theme of
an Enchanted Forest. We are
extremely proud of our 5th
graders representing
Vandenberg Elementary and
the Douglas School District!
Trees were open for public
viewing until Christmas Day at
the State Capitol in Pierre.

First annual
Halloween
costume day at
Patriot
Elementary
School. The
students loved
coming to school
dressed up as
someone other
themselves. They have incredible imaginations!

The Box Elder Fire
Department and
Ellsworth Air Force
Base Fire Department talked to the
students at Patriot
Elementary about
Fire Safety.

A group of Chemistry
students from The
School of Mines gave a
presentation to the 3rd
grade students at Patriot
Elementary that
connected the planets to
very cool experiments.

Francis Case Students enjoyed a Magical Day on the
Polar Express!!

Douglas School District Before/
After School and Happy Days
Preschool Programs Registration
2019-2020 School Year
Registration for Happy Days Preschool
and Before/After School Care programs
will open to the public starting on
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at the
Carrousel office at 421 Don Williams Dr.
Box Elder, SD. Programs fill quickly and
once they are full, a waiting list will be
started. A $25.00 non-refundable
registration fee, per family, is due at the
time of registration. This fee is applied
toward the first month’s tuition. Tuition is
due by the 21st of the month prior to the
month of service. We accept cash or
check for payments. Call the Carrousel
School Office at 923-0090 for more
information. *Rates are subject to change.
Program offerings for next year are
subject to change or discontinuance if
enrollment is limited.
HAPPY DAYS PRESCHOOL is for
children ages three years six months to
five years. The professional staff provides
developmentally appropriate kindergarten
readiness activities and make learning
fun. The intellectually challenging
curriculum will enhance social, emotional,
cognitive, and fine and gross motor
growth. A birth certificate and current shot
records are needed to register your child.
The BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL
PROGRAM is licensed by the South
Dakota Department of Social Services
and is designed for children in
kindergarten-fifth grade. Each elementary
– Badger Clark, Francis Case and
Vandenberg – offers the program for
children enrolled in that building. A snack
is served after school and various
activities are provided under the
supervision of a qualified site coordinator.

Young Artists Grow as Readers
Talen Shade 3rd
Grader @
Francis Case
made a
Wonderful
Train for our
Polar Express
Day

Fourth graders Sadie and Dayzee recently
completed their illustration based on the
book, The Chalk Box Kid. They are just two
of Vandenberg’s “blossoming” readers.
Students are building understanding of what
they are reading by using art to connect to
their texts. Brain research tells us that when
children illustrate what they read, they make
stronger connections to the characters and
setting of the fiction texts. Harvard
researchers say that the brain is better able to
absorb and process learning when a person is
drawing, even doodling. It helps the mind
become deeply and intensely attentive when
reading nonfiction texts as well. Young
reader/artists are building comprehension
skills through their artistic expression. Try it
yourself! You might find that doodling helps
you better understand what you read, too!

To Rosedale Colony Elementary (Mitchell
School District) and Vandenberg
Elementary (Douglas School District),
South Dakota’s ESEA Distinguished Schools
(formerly National Title I Distinguished
Schools) for the 2018-19 school year!
Rosedale was recognized for exceptional
student performance for two consecutive
years. Vandenberg was recognized for
closing the achievement gap between
student groups.

ALICE TRAINING
Douglas School District takes the safety and security of students, staff, and families very seriously. Ongoing
through the year we will be teaching students about the ALICE protocol and conducting drills in preparation
of any emergency events on one of our district campuses. Please contact Douglas School District if you
have any additional questions.
If you have not heard from your child about ALICE training, below is a brief description and website with
more information from the ALICE Institute.
https://www.alicetraining.com/
ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) Training instructor led classes provide preparation and
a plan for individuals and organizations on how to more proactively handle the threat of an aggressive
intruder or active shooter event. Whether it is an attack by an individual person or by an international group
of professionals intent on conveying a political message through violence, ALICE Training option based
tactics have become the accepted response, versus the traditional “lockdown only” approach.
Protection and safety must be the priority in an Active Shooter event or Terrorist Attack. Circumstantial and
operational concerns vary in every new situation. ALICE Training provides options and classes that address
the unique challenges specific to Police/LE, K-12 Schools, Healthcare Facilities, Higher Education,
Businesses, Government, and Houses of Worship.

MIDDLE SCHOOL THEATRE
Our amazingly talented Middle School Theatre performed The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe last
weekend. This performance was a huge success thanks to the community and administrative support. Please
keep your eye out for our upcoming production of Aladdin Jr. in March!

8th grade student library aide, Zoe Kirkland, is
pictured in front of her book talk bulletin board
featuring the Manga series: “A Silent Voice” by
Ōima, Yoshitoki. Shoya is a bully. When Shoko,
a girl who can’t hear, enters his elementary
school class, she becomes their favorite target,
and Shoya and his friends goad each other into
devising new tortures for her. But the children’s
cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the
blame. Six years later, the two meet again. Can
Shoya make up for his past mistakes, or is it too
late? Check out all 7 books in the series at the
DMS Library.

8th grade student library aide, Alisha Hall, stands
proudly in front of her book talk bulletin board
presenting the Manga series “Bad End Night” by
Tsubata Nozaki. It’s a play within a play…within a
play! Miku’s been caught in the world of Burlet’s
famous lost play, Crazy Night–or has she? Every
clue she picks up only deepens the mystery, but as
the curtains draw back, lies turn into truths…and
betrayal turns into something else entirely. When
Miku finally understands what’s really going on in
the world of the play, she makes a fateful decision
that changes everything. At long last, the truth is
exposed in the final volume of this fantastical
Gothic mystery! The DMS Library has book 1 and 2
in the 3 book series so come check them out!

8th grade student library aide, Morgan Sandal,
is seen here in front of his book talk bulletin
board highlighting: “The Land of Stories”
book series by Chris Colfer. Alex and Conner
Bailey's world is about to change, in this fastpaced adventure that uniquely combines our
modern day world with the enchanting realm
of classic fairy tales. The Land of Stories tells
the tale of twins: Alex and Conner. Through
the mysterious powers of a cherished book of
stories, they leave their world behind and find
themselves in a foreign land full of wonder
and magic where they come face-to-face with
the fairy tale characters they grew up reading
about. But after a series of encounters with
witches, wolves, goblins, and trolls alike,
getting back home is going to be harder than
they thought. The DMS Library has all 6
books in this great fantasy series!

ROBOTICS TEAM
The Douglas Robotics team placed
first along side Lead Deadwood
Robotics team during the regional
event at Central High School. The
event hosted 20 teams across the
state for a battle to qualify the team
for the state tournament at the end
of February in Harrisburg.
Their team, " The Synthetics " with
the robot named Assaultron.
Congratulations to Deven Williams,
Noah Biedinger, and Garrett
Geffre - these students are the first
in school history to win a
competition and a regional event
qualifier.

7th grade student library aide, Raegan
Dashner, chose to feature this year’s YARP:
(Young, Adult, Reading Program) book for
her DMS Library book talk bulletin board:
“Speed of Life” by Carol Weston. Sofia
wonders if 14 might be the worst possible
age to lose your mom. Talking with her dad
about puberty is super-awkward (even
though he is a gynecologist). And when she
wants to talk about her mom, her friends
don't know what to say and her dad gets
sad. When Sofia discovers Dear Kate, an
advice columnist from Fifteen magazine,
she’s grateful to have someone to confide in
about everything from crushes to
mourning—someone who is completely,
wonderfully anonymous. It feels ideal—
until Sofia’s dad introduces her to his new
girlfriend, Katherine Baird, a.k.a., Dear
Kate…

DHS BASKETBALL SCORING RECORD SET
Jordynn Toliver became the career scoring leader for girls’
basketball at Douglas High School on December 7th during the
home game against Sturgis Brown High School. The previous known record
was 779 points set in 2003 by Sheneka Lee. Jordynn bypassed that
benchmark during the first game of the season and is on pace to make many
more highlights this year. Kevin Phillips of 93.9 TheMix, presents Jordynn
with the “Athlete of the Week” plaque.

This year, students enrolled in Human Development 1
are able to get a Babysitting and Childcare Certificate
through the Red Cross online! Students will learn about
babysitting as a business, safety, caring for and playing
with children, and handling emergency situations. This
certificate program normally costs $40.00, and our own
Douglas HS students are able to go through the program
free of charge. This program could help a student start a
babysitting business, or would make a great addition to
any application or resume!

HIGH
SCHOOL
The Douglas High School Drama Department
will present the State One-Act Play Beyond
Tolerance by Alan Haehnel on Monday,
January 28 at 7 p.m. and Tuesday, January,
29 at 4 p.m. The cast will participate in the
State One-Act Play Festival in Aberdeen, SD
January 31-February 2. Reserved seats are
available for a $3 per seat donation to the
DHS Drama Club. Email
Kevin.Plooster@k12.sd.us or call 923-0039
to reserve seats.
Auditions for the Douglas High School
musical Godspell will be Friday, February
8. Any students wishing to audition for the
musical must come with a prepared
memorized musical number. See Mr.
Plooster for more information.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE OPENINGS
There are currently limited openings in the
Douglas School District Before and After Care until 4pm
Program at Badger Clark and Francis Case (both schools
are grades K-3). We also have openings for the After Care
until 4pm and 5pm programs at Vandenberg Elementary.
(grades 4-5).
The BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM is licensed
by the South Dakota Department of Social Services and is
designed for children in kindergarten-fifth grade. A snack
is served after school and various activities are provided
under the supervision of a qualified site coordinator.
The Before Care program is open from 7am until
school starts Monday through Friday and follows the
school calendar. Cost is $60.00 per month. The After Care
program runs until 4pm or 5pm. The After Care until 4pm
program starts at dismissal and runs until 4pm Monday
through Friday and follows the school calendar. Cost is
$70.00 per month. After Care until 5pm costs $140.00 per
month.
Please contact the Carrousel office at 605-9230090 for more information or to enroll your child.
Vacancies are filled on a first come, first served basis.

DHS All Conference & State Honorees
The Douglas High School Patriots had fourteen students earn Black Hills Conference honors and 24 earned
All State honors during the fall season.
Black Hills All-Conference honor s went to
Jeslyn Jindra, Volleyball
Noah Vinson and Mason Finsterwalder, Football
Jordynn Toliver, Soccer
Alissa Wieman and Jackson Wilson, Cross Country
BHC Honorable Mention athletes included:
Sierra Kolve and Melissa Rothe, Volleyball
Daniel Paul Gleason and Jaiden Walton, Football
Maddie Archer, Molly Bell, Carter Shackleton and Ryan Tompkins, Soccer

Academic All State student-athletes:
Jeslyn Jindra and Morgan Smith, Volleyball
Jordynn Toliver, Mason Wieman and Gavin Eldridge, Soccer
Jackson Wilson, Cross Country
Rhiannah Henriksen, Cheer
All State Athlete honor s:
Alissa Wieman – State AA Cross Country 6th place
Jackson Wilson – State AA Cross Country 5th place
All State Chorus par ticipants:
Skyler Archer, Johanna Auriemma, Briauna Bell, Drew Durand, Tierra Flesner, Garrett Geffre, Alden
Grinnell, EJ Hallam, Anthony Herrera, Gulietta McDaniel, Jayden Palmer, Ethan Roberts, Mackenzie Rosato,
Blake Stanley, Maarin Waltman and Sierra Young.

INCLEMENT
WEATHER

The Douglas High School Student Council put together 99
food boxes for needy families in our District. Food items
were donated from students in every Douglas District
building to help neighbors and friends. The donated
food, along with cash donations provide a holiday box
for those who need it in our community.

When inclement weather
or any other emergency
makes it necessary for
school to be called off,
local radio and television stations will be
notified before 6:30 a.m. or the previous
evening, when possible. When uncertain
weather conditions exist, parents are
encouraged to listen to any Rapid City radio
station. Late starts and early dismissals may
occur also. We also use an automated phone
messaging system to notify parents/guardians
regarding weather-related closings and
schedule changes. Parents who have younger
children, who may not be home if an early
dismissal occurs, are encouraged to make
arrangements ahead of time for the care of
their children. Be sure your child is not locked
out of your house if early dismissal occurs.
Develop a plan and be sure your child knows
what to do.

AFJROTC COMPLETES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL HOLIDAY SEASON
The South Dakota 61st Air Force Junior ROTC Group (SD-061) at Douglas High School (DHS) has
completed another successful holiday season in December 2018. On Friday, December 14, cadets collected
739 gifts from all around the Douglas School District. These gifts were then counted/sorted for distribution in
the community by the American Legion Post 315 Auxiliary and the Ellsworth Air Force Base First Shirts’
Council. This means many less fortunate children in the local community will have a much better Christmas
than previously planned.
On Monday, December 17, 40 cadets traveled to the Fort Meade Veterans Administration Medical Center
(near Sturgis, SD) to help provide a shot of holiday spirit to the veterans currently housed there by caroling
for two hours throughout the facility. Afterwards, they shared pizza and drinks before returning to DHS.
Both of these events are long standing traditions at SD-061 and contribute to the approximately 3,000
community service hours accomplished yearly by the corps of cadets at DHS.
Cadets (from left to
right) Phillip Monk,
James Wiechmann,
William Soldwisch,
Aidan Custer, and
Joshua Bartolomeo
unload a truckload of
Christmas gifts from
around the Douglas
School District as part
of the annual “Gifts
from the Heart” drive.
Cadet Senior Master
Sergeant Autumn
Jansen sits with her
grandfather, Navy
veteran Harold Jansen,
between songs at the Ft
Meade VA Medical
Center during SD-061’s
annual Christmas
caroling event.

SD-061 cadets
Christmas caroling in
the halls of the Ft
Meade VA Medical
Center near Sturgis, SD.
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Board of Education Meetings
The 2018-19 meeting dates for the regular Board of
Education meetings will be the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m. with the following
exceptions: in July and December only the first
meeting of the month will be held. School board
meetings are held in the Library Conference Room
at Vandenberg Elementary School. Should a board
meeting fall on a school holiday, the meeting will be
held the following day. Board of Education meeting
minutes are available on the District website.
The Board welcomes all patrons of the
Douglas School District to attend Board
Meetings!
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY:
The Douglas School District does not discriminate in its
employment policies and practices, or in its educational
programs on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, age,
sex, disability, national origin, or ancestry.
Title IX concerns should be directed to the Asst.
Superintendent, Mrs. Ann Pettit, Douglas School
District, 400 Patriot Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Telephone (605) 923-0000.
Inquiries concerning the application of Title VI or
Section 504 may be referred to Ms. Joan Dunmire,
Director of Special Education Services, Douglas School
District, 421 Don Williams Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Telephone - (605) 923-0013.
For additional information contact the U.S. Department
of Education, Office for Civil Rights, 1010 Walnut
Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City MO 64106.
Telephone: 816-268-0550,
Fax: 816-268-0599,
TDD: 800-877-8339,
email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov

