UPCOMING
EVENTS
12/17

Student Report
Cards Mailed Home

12/17-1/7

Winter Recess

1/7

First day
of instruction

1/21

MLK holiday/
School Closed

SAFTEY &
RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE
To build a safe
campus we:
• Build community
• Celebrate accomplishments
• Intervene in offending
behavior
• Transform conflict
• Rebuild damaged
relationships
• Reintegrate students into
the learning environment

MENTOR-MENTEE
ATTENDENCE
CHALLENGE
Mentee-Mentor
Challenge Results:

• 23 staff members mentor 6-9 students
• Goal: 70% of our students will attend school
96% of the time.
• Attendance data indicates improvement in
3 out of 4 of our grade
levels.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Greetings Crenshaw High School, STEAM Magnet Cougars! I am excited to present our first school newsletter of the
18-19 school year. There are many exciting things happening
in our school community, and this on-going newsletter will
be an opportunity to share them with you.
As the new Principal at Crenshaw, it has been a delight
to get to know everyone, see our students and teachers engaged in teaching and learning, and learn about the exciting
opportunities provided to our scholars. Students at Crenshaw
are truly fortunate to attend a school with so many caring
and supportive staff members, community members, alumni
Mr. Benefiel, Principal
groups, and local businesses.
Crenshaw High School
Students at Crenshaw have a wealth of opportunities
STEAM Magnet
available that will help enable future success. This includes
access to career technical education pathways that may result
in college credit and industry certifications, paid internships in multiple fields of work,
college scholarships, advanced placement courses, college courses on campus, college
field trips, and more. The choices students make now will help solidify a bright future. Do
not pass on taking advantage of the opportunities in front of you! Crenshaw is the bastion
of educational excellence in our community.
Moving forward I look forward to working with our outstanding faculty and staff to
build onto the legacy that exists at Crenshaw, and ensure that we provide a world-class
21st century education to our students.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH:
TAYLOR TOBIN, 11TH GRADE
“Taylor Tobin is a great student. She is eager to learn new topics. She
also assists others to complete their assignments.”
- Ms. Rathor, AP Chemistry

“She is very studious, calculated and tries her best at all times. She is a
pleasure to have in class and is a model student.”
- Dr. Smith, A.P. English Teacher

Ms. Stanton
Assistant Principal of Instruction

OUR
INSTRUCTIONAL
FOCUS
It is our school-wide goal to increase student Math and English
proficiency rates by providing
a world-class education that
prepares students for college &
career. Our new Assistant Principal of Instruction, Ms. Courtney
Stanton, is currently bringing a
focused eye to how our current
instructional practices and
collaborative systems impact student achievement. Ms. Stanton
makes it very clear that we must
be persistent in addressing the
unique challenges and strengths
of all our students by creating
systems of collaboration, data
analysis, observation and feedback. As a result, teachers have
created collaborative spaces
called Professional Learning
Communities (PLC) that meet
weekly within each department.
During PLC’s, teachers analyze
student data and strategize
on how student needs will be
addressed through school-wide
instructional strategies, support,
and actionable feedback.

FALL WINTER
HIGHLIGHT
On December 6th, The Visual Arts & Performing
Arts Department showcased our annual winter
performance called “Ms. Scrooge.” The play was
about a selfish music mogul named Elizabeth
Scrooge who learned the true meaning of
Christmas when three spirits named the Ghost
of Christmas Past, Present & Future, visited her.
A special shout to The Crenshaw Elite Choir, The
Band, The Cougarettes, The Golden Dolls, our
student photographers, our student cast members and our amazing media & arts teachers for
collaborating on an awesome winter showcase!

COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS CORNER
We are proud to have various College Outreach Programs that prepares students for
college! Here are a few of our programs:

Sophia Cromwell, 11th grade student

• USC Trio
• WLAC, LA and USC Upward Bound
• CSULA Admissions
• UCLA VIPS, UCLA EAOP
• UCLA Men of Color, CAL-SOAP
• Volunteers of America
• Los Angeles City College Outreach
• West Los Angeles College Outreach

COMMUNITY CONNECTION CORNER
UNION BANK

UB Astronauts landed on Earth to 54th Street Elementary
School in South Los Angeles. Surprising the students with
lots of candy of course! Students also arrived with kits full of
financial literacy activities from Junior Achievement. Entrepreneurship, Career Choices, Building your city and business
were some of the topics covered by our UB Astronauts
(Interns). It was a successful Halloween event for everyone.
We got to dress up in our very own handmade costumes and
enjoyed every minute of it. After our successful JA Finance
moon landing, the kids gravitated to our Crenshaw High
School Union Bank interns!

COUGAR WELLNESS NETWORK NEWS

We have a fully functioning clinic that offers services such
as primary and preventative healthcare, sports physicals,
immunizations, flu shots, reproductive health, health
insurance enrollment, health education & mental health
counseling for the school & community! Our wellness center
collaborates with students and teachers to promote health
and wellness on campus. In the month of October, over
200 students participated in a Cougar Wellness Campaign
focusing on Emotional Health and Well-Being. Students
engaged in games, completed fact embedded surveys and
viewed posters and informational handouts.

3206 West 50th Street, Los Angeles CA 90043
Call (323) 290-7737 for hours

STUDENTS VISIT JUNIOR
ACHIEVEMENT FINANCE PARK

In partnership with Junior Achievement, our students learn
financial literacy skills such as budgeting and investing within the classroom. As a culmination activity,students, parents
and community members put their newly-learned skills to
the test at The Junior Achievement Finance Park! Finance
Park is a digital, innovative, 21st century learning environment , where students take on a life scenario: an avatar with
a career, salary, credit score, debt a family, and financial
obligations. On tablet computers, students make their way
through various phases of the day! Thank you Mr. Brown &
Mr. Swift for coordinating this trip!

ALUMNI CONNECTION CORNER
By: Ms. Miller

From left to right,
Colonel David
Higgins, Joshua
Gracia, and
Gunnery Sergeant
Christopher
Burgess

Magnet Coordinator

J

oshua Garcia graduated from CHS
in 2018. Despite many challenges,
Joshua’s tenacity to win was evident
both inside the classroom as a scholar, on
the field as a football player and during
his transition into Marine Corps. Prior to attending CHS, Garcia moved to Los Angeles,
CA from Gainesville, Georgia due to family
issues. Once he arrived to Los Angeles,
Garcia moved in with his mother and immediately begin looking for a high school
to attend. According to Garcia, he Googled
“high schools with the best football team”
and Crenshaw High School appeared on
the screen. He did not know Crenshaw
High School existed prior to his search, but
now as a current Marine Corps Recruit , it is
evident that he made the right choice.
While a student at Crenshaw High
School, Joshua played football and took
public transportation to school everyday,
at times traveling for over an hour. This
taught Joshua Garcia integrity, discipline
and time management. He stated during
an interview, “I had to give up playing video
games, I had to eat right and give up sleep
time.” He further stated ”football taught
me that if you really want to do something,
you have to give up a lot of things to get

it done.” Garcia’s winning mindset on the
field, did not stop there. It prepared Garcia
to pursue a career as a United States Marine
during his senior year.
Joshua’s decision to apply to the Marine
Corps, was inspired by Gunnery Sergeant
Christopher Burgess & Colonel David
Higgins. Deep down, Garcia knew there
was life beyond living in Los Angeles. In
addition to providing for his family, Garcia
was compelled to serve our country abroad.
After failing the ASVAB two times, he finally
passed on his third attempt. Garcia stated
“The ASVAB was difficult because the questions are like riddles and you can get easily
confused.” He also worked tirelessly to

STUDENT ATHLETE OF THE MONTH:
BRYAN AVALOS, 12TH GRADE
“Bryan is a leader through Action.”
- Ms. Williams, Athletic Director

“Brian Avalos reflects all that a school would hope for in a
student athlete. He is hardworking in the classroom and
in the sports of Cross Country. His medal in the League
Finals was a proud moment for our team, our school, and
his family.”
- Coach Waters, Varsity Boys Basketball & Cross Country
Coach

become physically prepared to perform a
minimum of 5 pull-ups during boot camp.
Garcia is currently attending the 12
week Marine Corps Recruit Training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego,
California. Following Recruit Training,
Garcia will report to The School of Infantry
for follow on training to become a Marine
rifleman. Garcia will then report to his
military occupation specialty school where
he will be trained in a job skill. As a US
Marine, Garcia will receive tuition assistance
($21,000 per year), a housing allowance
($1300 a month) & book assistance ($1,000
per year). Garcia is the definition of COUGAR PRIDE!
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