Comet Comments
FROM THE DESK
OF

Mike
Churchill

With the completion of the first semester and being well on
our way into the second semester I have realized that things
are moving quickly! Before we know it, sun will be shining
and temperatures will rise!

Parents and Seniors: Scholarship deadline
dates are quickly approaching. Please check
the College Bulletin on the high school web
site, or the pink “CB” College Bulletin each
senior received in their senior English class
for the local scholarships and their deadline
dates. So often students put off completing
these applications either on line or by paper
and miss out on a great deal of money. Just
a reminder to continue to keep your grades
up graduation is only 10 weeks away!
Underclassmen will be scheduled individually
outside their classrooms for the next 4 weeks.
If a student is behind in credits they will need
to see Mrs. Megyese and put their name on a
summer school list in the office.

The second semester is bound to go fast as we are already
approaching spring break, I have a few reminders for
everyone! First, attendance can become an issue at this
point in the school year, please stay on top of missing work
and diligent with attending school regularly. Additionally, with
the attendance policy holding true to not exceeding 8
absences before making up time, this must be done prior to
the end of the school year.
Spring Testing will take place upon our return from Spring
Break, grades 9-11 will be affected by this. There will be
more information as we get closer to the test dates. Please
help us by being sure that your student is present and
prepared on our testing days.
Additionally, Spring sports are right around the corner! If
your student has not participated in a sport this year, they will

March 4th - Freshman/Parent
Orientation 6pm
March 11th - Late start School starts
at 10 am

need a physical on file in the athletic office prior to

March 14th - St Patrick's Day Parade

participating.

March 25th - Late start School starts
at 10 am
‘
March 27th - End of Marking Period 3
March 31st - M3 Report Cards Posted
on Power School
Spring Break
April 3rd (½ day) thru April 10
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“Why Read Science Fiction?”
by Kevin VanPeteghem

For years teachers and professors across the nation scoffed at the idea of
teaching science fiction in high schools or at universities. They thought it was
childish and silly and refused to consider it as “worthy” literature. Now, there are
courses in science fiction taught at almost every college and in many high
schools. Why, what changed? Well, to explain, let me quote from an essay by
famous science fiction writer Isaac Asimov and why he fell in love with science

by Tonya Kimmerly

fiction,

“With its strange new worlds, monsters, inventions and dangers, it was
more exciting than anything else I could find. Once I got into science fiction,
everything else was pale and dull. For one thing, people came to realize that
science fiction fits this age. In fact, it is the only kind of literature that fits this
age. People who think that science fiction is “silly” look a little silly themselves.
When the first atom bomb dropped, it was the people who read science fiction
who weren’t surprised. When the first men walked on the Moon, the suits they
wore looked exactly like the drawings in science fiction stories I read when I was
a boy. These days, in fact, changes are coming so fast that we are in danger of

Did you know that stars evolve through
their lives similarly to people? In fact, all
stars are born and eventually die. In Earth
Science class, we have been learning about
a star’s life cycle. All stars are born from a
nebula and how they end their lives
depends on their mass. Students will
shortly begin writing children’s books about
this cycle using a website called
Storyjumper and also figuring out how to
make predictions on how temperature affect
brightness using the Hurtsprung-Russell
(H-R) Diagram online simulation from
Explore Learning (Gizmos).

being overwhelmed by them.”

Isaac Asimov wrote these words in 1981 and the key line is at the end
when he states, “in fact, changes are coming so fast that we are in danger of being
overwhelmed by them.” His words were true then, but I think they are even more
true NOW. Think of everything “new” that has changed since 1981…..VHS
tapes, cassette tapes, the Radio Shack TRS-80 computer…..now we have Netflix,
Amazon Prime, and smart phones! But for how long will they be “new” before
something takes their place? We used to say the future is constantly changing,
but NOW the present is constantly changing! We must read science fiction NOW
more than ever! The English 11 classes at CHS are currently reading Ray
Bradbury’s science fiction novel Fahrenheit 451. It is a work of science fiction
that makes students think on many levels. It makes them think about how we’ve
changed, how we may change in the future, about the importance of reading,
about the dangers of conformity, and about how the decisions we make now may
impact the future. On top of all that, it makes them think about the intellectual
dangers that come with these rapid advancements in technology. Science fiction
is truly a genre of literature that fits this age and time period because we no
longer see science fiction writing as fantasy, but instead as possibility. These
possibilities bring many challenges and opportunities. So, pick up a copy of
Fahrenheit 451 yourself and give it a read or a re-read, so you don’t become
“overwhelmed” by the ever evolving changes in our world that science fiction
makes us think about.

MISSION STATEMENT:
We will inspire all students to achieve at high levels
and empower them for their future success.

INSPIRE TO ACHIEVE –EMPOWER FOR SUCCESS

Comet Comments

March 8,2020

Congratulations to all of our Coloma Choir ensembles during this
festival season! Serenade received division I, Chamber Singers
received division II, and Varsity Singers received division I! I am proud
of all of our student’s efforts! It’s always a great day to be a Comet!
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10 Things You Might Not Know About
Donating Blood*
1.

One donation can save up to three lives.

2.
The average adult has 10 pints of blood. Roughly 1 pint is
given during a donation.

The teacher of the week for 02.03.20 is Joe
Stephens! The recognition for this
achievement comes from Mr. Stephen’s
dedication to building quality relationships
with his students and working tirelessly to the
individual educational needs of his students!
Mr. Stephens teaches algebra II, pre-calc,
and AP calculus! Mr. Stephen’s ability to
coach his students through some of the
rigorous requirements is astonishing and
appreciated! Thank you, Mr. Stephens, for
your hard work and dedication to our
students and Coloma High School!!!

The teacher of the week for 02.10.20 is Matt
Ford! The recognition for this achievement
comes from Mr. Ford’s innovative class
design! Mr. Ford operates with multiple class
levels in a single class setting which can be
difficult, to say the least! Mr. Ford found a
way to think and operate outside of the box!
Mr. Ford will be visiting a courtroom this week
with students to help them understand how
being bi-lingual can propel your career and
open doors of opportunity for Students!
Thank you, Mr. Ford, your time and
dedication to the students and your program
are second to none!!

3.
A single car accident can require as many as 100 pints of
blood.
4.
Only 9% of people in the U.S. have the universal blood type
O-negative, which is needed in emergencies when responders must
act before a patients’ blood can be typed.
5.
Donors can give whole blood, or opt to use a process called
apheresis to donate specific blood components such as red cells,
plasma, or platelets.
6.
Donated platelets must be used within 5 days of collection, so
new donations are constantly needed.
7.
The body will replenish the elements given during a blood
donation in times ranging from a few hours to a couple of weeks.
8.
All donated blood is tested for HIV, hepatitis B and C,
syphilis, and other infectious diseases before it can be released to
hospitals.
9.
If you donated blood every 56 days from the time you were
17 years old until you reached the age of 76, you would have
donated 48 gallons of blood, potentially helping save more than
1,000 lives.

The teacher of the week for 02.17.20 is
Jennifer Ickes! The recognition for this
achievement comes from Mrs. Ickes’s
dedication to maintaining high expectations
and relentlessly meeting the needs of
students who struggle to learn! Mrs. Ickes
teaches English 9 and 10 Mrs. Ickes’ ability
to coach her students through some of the
rigorous requirements is astonishing and
appreciated! Thank you, Mrs.Ickes, for your
hard work and dedication to our students and
Coloma High School!!!

10. Blood donation as a volunteer opportunity is a simple four-step
process: registration, medical history/mini-physical, donation, and
refreshments. The entire process takes approximately 10–12
minutes.

The teacher of the week for 02.24.20 is Chris
Lorenz! The recognition for this achievement
comes from Mrs. Lorenz’s relentlessness in
meeting the needs of accommodated
students as well as general education
students! Mr. Lorenz teaches various special
education classes. Mr. Lorenz’s ability to
reach his students through various
requirements is respected and appreciated!
Thank you, Mr. Lorenz, for your hard work
and dedication to our students and Coloma
High School!!!
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SENIOR: KRISTAL jIMENEZ
jUNIOR: KIELY MOORE
SOPHOMORE: EVELYN MORALES
FRESHMAN: SAVANNAH HAMILTON
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