Ranch Elementary School
3 - NO SCHOOL Labor Day

43521 N. Kenworthy Rd. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
Ph: 480-882-3530 Fax: 480-655-6412
https://ranch.jocombs.org
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00

4 - School Resumes
5 - PTO Meeting 4:30pm
Media Center
6 - Papa John’s Pizza Event
6 - Choir Club - 3:10pm
6 - Student Council Meeting 3:10pm
7 - Grandparent’s Day Luncheon
7 - 17 - Book Fair at Ranch
11 - Cookie Dough Kick off Assembly

12 - Preschool Screening
8:30am by appointment only
13 - Parent Teacher Conferences
12:00 - 7:00pm (Lunch will be
served)
14 - Parent Teacher Conferences
12:00 - 4:00pm (Lunch will be
served)
13 & 14 - Early Release 11:15am
20 - Choir Club - 3:10pm
21- Fall Photos
21 - PTO Books for BINGO - Glow
Stick night
25 - Bus Evacuation Drill K - 6
25 - Cookie dough orders due
26- College Days (wear your favorite college team shirt)
27 - Choir Club - 3:10pm
27 - Homecoming Parade CHS 4:30pm
28 - CHS Homecoming Football Game
7:00pm

August
2 - Christine Pirtle
9 - Kelly Ward
20 - Becky Black
24 - Heidi Fajardo
September
2 - Joy Beffre

September 2018

Dear Ranch Families,
We are off to a great start. We have over 500 fantastic students attending Ranch
Elementary. The staff and I are committed to providing the students with a well
rounded education. The students in K-3 have completed the Dynamic Indicator of
Basic Early Reading Skills (DIBELS) and 2-6 grades have completed the GALILEO
assessment in Math and Reading. The staff will be reviewing the data and using it to
make decisions about curricular needs.
Each classroom teacher is looking for parents to help out in the classroom. Volunteering could include reading to students, helping with math flashcards, decorating
bulletin boards and photo copying. If you can help out please contact the office or
your child's teacher.
When visiting the school please park in the parking lot. The loading area in front of
the school is for parent drop off and pick up only.
Thank you for sending your children to Ranch Elementary!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Susan Kruse
PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCES
Thursday, September 13th
and Friday, September 14th.
The students will be
released at 11:15 and lunch
will be served before the
students are released.

Has Anything in Your Family
Changed?
Has something changed in your family? Has
the number of adults or children changed?
Have you or a spouse lost your job? Due to
financial hardship did you and your family
move in with someone temporarily? Has
your income decreased? There are many
reasons and you may be surprised at how
simple it is to qualify for our free and reduced lunch. You can pick up a free and
reduced lunch program form in the front
office or if you prefer, you can go online at
www.jocombs.org to fill out the application.
It just takes a few minutes. Click on the food
service link, and go to the on-line application. If you choose the form, please return
the form to your child’s teacher, food service
manager or the front office as soon as you
can. Let us know how we can assist you!
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We are really getting started now! We
are beginning our second theme,
“Friends.” We will be asking the children to
draw pictures of their friends, as well as answer
questions like: What makes each one of us special?
What is a friend? How do friends help one another?
How do friends get along? Our letters of the month
are Cc, Dd, and Ee. Our numbers are 2,3, and 4. Our
color is red. Our shape is square. Our other math
theme is “Colors and Shapes”. Our concept words are
“big” and “little” and rhyming families are –an and –
ack. Our author of the month is David Shannon.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten is off to a great start. We are busy
learning our Fundations and Math Expressions routines. Please help your child practice writing their
name. Make sure that only the first letter of their
name is capitalized. You can also help improve math
skills by helping your child practice counting. When
counting, we encourage you to help your child see
things in groups. We often send papers and homework
home on a daily basis. Please remind your child to
bring their folder to class every day. Thank you for
your support. It is going to be a wonderful year!

First grade is rocking it! For Math we
are learning about partners of numbers 1
-10. We know that these numbers work
together to play a game, solve a problem,
and are two numbers that work together to make
another number. In Fundations we are reviewing all
letters and sounds and will soon start blending the
sounds. We are exploring the community in Social
Studies.

Educating Young Children
The EYC (Educating Young
Children, formally POPS)
preschool classrooms will
be focusing on Families
and All About Me in September. Our
color is red and the shape is a square.
Our concepts are Big and Little. The
letters/sounds are P, and B. Help us
reinforce our themes and vocabulary
at home by reading books about how
to be a good friend, how friends help
one another, who is in our families and
how do family members care for one
another. This year will be an exciting
and fun year and we look forward to
learning with you and your child!

Functional Life Skills
We’re off to a GREAT START in our
class. The month of August is full of
Review, Review, Review, to see how much
knowledge we retained over the summer.
Everyone was so happy to be back at
Ranch and to see old friends and make
new ones. This year is going to be
GREAT!

2nd graders are super heroes! They are working hard on their super learning powers and striving to be a friend to all! They are scaling tall Math
Mountains and leaping over equations with three and four addends and then
soaring with solving Add to and Take Away from Word Problems. In ELA,
they are reading and asking and answering who, what, when, where, why and
how questions. From that, they are writing their own narratives. They are
also exploring the exciting world of poetry and learning to write their own poems. 2nd graders
are remembering awesome things in Fundations like glued sounds and bonus letters. New trick
words are expanding their vocabulary and helping them to recognize tricky words by sight. Science has 2nd graders studying a variety of Animal Habitats. And in Social Studies, they are
learning about communities, citizens and responsibilities. All-in-all, 2nd grade super heroes are
off to an exciting year!

We are off to a great
start! In the month of
September third grade
is reading The Case of
the Gasping Garbage
and identifying the
characters or narrators point of view, understanding how a character’s action impact the
sequence of events. In Fundations the students will be recognizing vowel suffixes and
consonant suffixes along with learning lowercase cursive letters. During math, we are focusing all of our attention at mastering our
multiplication table 0-10! Finally, in Science we
will be completing our unit on Adaptation.
We had a great first month
of fifth grade! During the
month of September, students will
continue to make progress towards finding
common denominators, determining fraction
equivalence, and adding and subtracting
fractions. In reading, we will continue reading our anchor text, Night of the Spadefoot
Toads and dive deeper into understanding
themes in literary texts. Students will also
continue to update their "Student Data
Folders", where they are tracking their progress towards their individual goals! We will
share this progress with you at the Parent
Teacher Conferences! We look forward to
seeing you!
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The 2018-2019 school year is off to
a great start in 4th grade. All students have taken their Galileo pretests. They have also taken their
STAR reading test. These tests are important because they will help us measure how
much we learn throughout the school year. We
just finished our first book, Porpoises in Peril, in
Reading and are working on finishing up our first
unit on Place Value and Multidigit Addition and
Subtraction in Math.
Another year started off in the
“write” direction. Yes, students
are learning that all work in 6th
grade requires a lot of note taking, organizational skills, daily
work both at home and at school
to be better prepared each day they draw closer to middle school! We have sunk our
knowledge into pbs.org/NOVA for science comparing the natural events of volcanic eruptions
to the enormous killer storms that reach us as
tropical or even hurricanes. In Social Studies,
students have become better aware of the
world’s markings on a map or globe by identifying longitude and latitude. In Math and ELA we
have hit the ground running! We look forward to
the cooler temps and being able to set up our
gardens with preschool this year! Anyone who
wants to donate garden soil we would be most
appreciative.

TECHNOLOGY
K-2 is presently learning internet safety and the parts of a computer. 3-5th grades are creating websites/blogs that provide internet safety tips. 6th grade is creating vlogs that teach others
to be safe online. They will also be editing their videos.

Hello, and welcome to the 2018-19 school year from your Ranch Elementary Title 1 Reading Staff! My name is Mrs. Mireles and I am the
Reading Specialist. Working alongside of me is our Title 1 paraprofessional, Mrs. Yambor. We are happy to be working with students in
first through sixth grades that have been placed in Tier 3 Intervention groups for help with their reading. Students are receiving intensive instruction in a
small group setting in the following areas of reading; phonemic awareness; phonics; fluency;
vocabulary; and comprehension. Lessons are planned according to the students’ needs. You
can help your child improve by reading with him/her for just 20 minutes a night! “Reading
well is at the heart of all learning. Children who can’t read well, can’t learn. Help make a difference for your child.” Quote is from Reading Tips for Parents, U.S. Department of Education. Thank you!
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ORCHESTRA & MUSIC
MUSIC - Is off to a great
start. Students are becoming
familiar with my routines and
procedures. Throughout the lessons the class can earn points by
spelling MUSIC. They seem to like to be picked to put up
the next letter! Classes will clip up to the next level if
they can spell MUSIC. When they get to the top level
their class will be awarded to play a music game. Classes
are starting to work on a special Veteran song for the
Veterans Day Program coming up at our school.
ORCHESTRA - We have begun our classes and are excited
to start learning and preparing for our performance which
is Tuesday, December 18th at 6PM.
CHOIR - Our first meeting was held after school in the
music room on August 30th. As students attend, they will
be asked to bring a contract home to be signed and read
by their parents. Our choir will be performing with our
Ranch Orchestra and Band concert on Tuesday, December
18th at 6PM. I'm excited to bring music to Ranch and to
showcase the talent from our students.

Have you logged in to see the academic
and attendance information for your
child? If not please log in to
https://login.jupitered.com/login
If you have any questions, please contact your
child’s teacher or the front office.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
My name is Mike Gorman and
I am the new PE teacher at
Ranch Elementary. For the
first class, all of the students were
put in a seating chart on the gym
floor and we discussed the rules and
expectations of PE such as playing
fair with good sportsmanship, trying
your hardest at everything we do,
wearing tennis shoes or sneakers to
PE, and being kind and supportive to
others. We had some free play with
hula hoops, jump ropes, and basketballs with any time that was left in
class after our discussion. During
the second class, all students
learned our warm-up routine to music called racetrack fitness. The
students learned some basic
stretching exercises as well as the
basic locomotor movements such as
skipping, galloping, jogging, sliding,
and walking for the cool down. The
music plays for 30 seconds and students stop and start with the music.

10th Annual Grandparent’s Day Luncheon
Friday, September 7th
We would like to celebrate by inviting all grandparents to come have lunch with their
grandchildren. The cafeteria will be serving a cheese stuffed bread sticks with
marinara sauce or a chicken patty sandwich with your choice of assorted fruit & veggie
bar and milk. The cost for an adult lunch is $3.15 (cash only). If you would like water
it is an additional .75. Please call the office at 480-882-3530 by Wednesday, September 5th to make your reservation.
Lunch Schedule:

1st Grade - 10:55
2nd Grade - 11:10
Kindergarten - 11:20
6th Grade - 11:40
3rd Grade - 11:50
4th Grade - 12:00
5th Grade - 12:10
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Kaiden Hurley

Responsibility

The following students were recognized on August 30th as outstanding
examples of Students of Character
demonstrating Responsibility. They
had the opportunity to select a friend
and eat lunch on the stage. Congratulations to:
Alexia Vasquez
Annie McNeil
Anthony Ruiz Jr.
Ariana Rodriguez
Carolyn Carpenter
Emma Johnson
Kaiden Hurley
Lillian Carpenter
Mateo Campa
Mya Palmer
Nixen McNeil
Reese Gunderson
Shaila Hernandez
Sophia Threlkeld

Kaiden was awarded the pillar of
Responsibility. He completes his
work in a timely manner and the
quality is above par. He has academic integrity and honesty as well
as takes an active role in his learning. Kaiden recognizes he's held
accountable for his own academic
success and strives to meet his
educational goals. He is a great
role model for other students.
Mrs. Malott

Page 6

RANCH STUDENT COUNCIL
2018-2019

President - Kate Thornes
Vice President - Branson Moak
Secretary - Adilee Hatch
Treasurer - Paislee Hatch
Classroom Representative
Cole Jensen
Arhianna Muniz
Taylor Fiermonti
Draven Giomi
Choloe Raper
Nixen McNeil
Nikole Zarate
Julien Jimenez
Aubrey Bowers
Carley Palmer
Brielle Muniz
Brooklyn Quiroz

Social Workers Corner
Welcome back for the 2018-19 school year. Ranch Elementary is all abuzz with excitement, anticipation, new beginnings, new friends, and an entire year of new information
and knowledge to learn and to master.
I want to remind students to get lots of sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, stay organized
and come to school on time. Parents, did you know that by 8:25am, your students are already actively engaged in learning? Many grade levels begin the day with ELA, Math, or
intervention groups immediately after announcements. Students who come in tardy have
already missed the opportunity to hear instruction or to get started in a calm and orderly fashion and may feel rushed, disorganized, or forget to turn in homework.
Please take a moment and review the attendance and truancy policies listed on page 7 in
the JO Combs Elementary Family Handbook. As a faculty and staff, we are working
hard to prepare and present lessons that are engaging and will encourage more in-depth
learning. We hope to see all of our students here and ready to learn on time each day.
BRING YOUR BEST SMILE...
Friday, September 21st is fall picture day.
Check your child's backpack for the order
forms. Orders must be turned into your
child's teacher by the day of pictures or you
can go on line at inter-state.com/order to view
and order pictures on line.

Page 7

The PTO has been working hard at planning events for the year. On September 11th we
will be having our cookie dough kick off assembly. Information and order forms will be
sent home with each child. We need your help to raise funds for our kids. At our first PTO
Community Meeting, we discussed upcoming events. We will be collecting Box Tops, and Little
Caesars Pizza proof of purchase on the side of the box. Our next PTO Community meeting is September 5th where we will discuss participating in the High School Homecoming Parade. We will also be discussing Books for BINGO & Breakfast with Santa. We
look forward to seeing you there!

STUDENT
TRANSPORTATION
Angie Wantink was the winner of the
Fry’s Gift Card for attending Academic
Parent Teacher Night!

If you need to make a change to your child’s
afternoon transportation, please be sure to
contact the school office prior to 2:00pm
to give us adequate time to notify your
child’s teacher. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in this matter.

Enchanted Forest Fall Book Fair!
Visit Ranch Elementary Library from September 7th - September 17th and find
a book to enchant your reading. The book fair will be open from:
9/7– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:45pm
9/10– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:45pm
9/11– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:45pm
9/12– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:45pm
9/13– 8am-10:30am and 11:00pm-7:00pm

9/14– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:45pm
9/17– 8am-10:30am and 11:30pm-3:15pm
All sales have tax of 6.7%.
Make checks payable to Ranch Elementary
Visit our online book fair from August 31st-September 19th
Shipping is free when shipped to the school!
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/ranchelementaryschool
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News from the District
Bond Updates: Construction is moving right along at the Combs Performing Arts Center! The interior walls are going up and some exterior painting has started. All classrooms in the district have
been updated with new displays. These systems allow the instructor or student to cast their work
right from their laptop or Chrome book to the display making them an engaging learning tool. Thank
you voters for your support of the 2016 Bond!
The Combs Education Foundation is launching their annual awareness and contribution campaign August 27th - September 9th. Your donation supports Combs High School student scholarships, teacher mini-grants, and the food and clothing bank. Look for more information coming home
with students during the campaign.
Don't miss Family Football Night Friday, September 14, 2018. Show your support of our Combs Coyotes and win your school a pep rally! The school with the highest percentage of attendees wins!
Cafeteria News Free/Reduced Applications for the 2018-2019 school year are still being accepted.
Any family who hasn’t yet completed the form for this school year can submit the application online
by clicking here. If you’d like to add money to your child’s lunch account, you can do so online by visiting EzSchoolPay.com. Please call Food Service at 480-987-5312 if you need any assistance. You can
also pick up a hard copy in the office.

Impact the future of children. Be a substitute teacher, currently hiring great people!
Please visit www.jocombs.org

J.O. Combs School District offers Child Find screening to locate, identify, and evaluate
all children who may have a disability. If you know a child who has a disability or one
you suspect may have difficulty with learning, communication, vision, hearing, behavior, or motor
control and coordination, please contact the special education department at your local public
school district or the charter school the student attends. J.O. Combs screens children from preschool through high school. We refer infants and toddlers with disabilities to the Arizona Early
Intervention Program for evaluation and services. All Child Find referrals are considered confidential and services are provided at no cost to the family. Preschool screening dates can be found at
http://www.jocombs.org Or you can call Jeremy Scherer at 480-987-5321 for more information.

District Website, All Site websites and all Publications
Notice of Non-Discrimination
J.O. Combs Unified School District #44 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age or sexual orientation in admission and access to its programs, services, activities, or in any aspect of their operations and provides equal access to the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth groups. J.O. Combs Unified School District #44 also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices.
The following employees have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Compliance Officer for Title IX , Athletic Director, 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Compliance Officer for Section 504/ADA, Director of Student
Services, 301 E. Combs Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300.
El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs #44 no discrimina en base a su raza, color, religión, origen nacional, sexo, discapacidad, edad, o la
orientación sexual para la admisión y su acceso a sus programas, servicios, actividades, o en cualquier aspecto de sus operaciones y proporciona
un acceso igualitario a los Boys Scouts y otro grupos de jóvenes designados. El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs tampoco discrimina en
sus prácticas de empleo y contratación. Los siguientes empleados han sido designados para manejar las preguntas en cuanto a las pólizas de no
discriminación: Funcionario de Cumplimiento de Título IX, Director Atlético 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540
and Funcionario de Cumplimiento para la Sección 504/ADA, Director de Servicios Estudiantiles, 301 E. Combs Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or
480-987-5300.
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